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            THE CHIMES 

OCTOBER 2005 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE L ORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

 

Peacemaking Offering Planned for October 2 

World Communion Sunday 

          The Peacemaking Offering supports the peacemaking ministries of 
congregations, presbyteries, synods, and the General Assembly. This 
year the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program celebrates its 25th 
anniversary. Join other Presbyterians in taking steps that lead to peace.  

October 2, World Communion Sunday, is the day for congregations to 
receive the Peacemaking Offering. Plan to give and support the work of 
peace in your community and around the world. 

 
 

Presbyterians are Responding to Hurricane Katrina Devastation 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) relief and recovery teams have been deployed across five 
southern states in response to the destruction and human suffering caused by Hurricane Katrina and 
the flooding that followed. 

               
Please go to www.pcusa.org for more information. We urge you to pray and to give your time and 
money to the relief efforts.   
 
 

Events Around CPC 
 

·  Sunday October 2nd — World Communion Sunday and Peacemaking Offering 
·  Saturday, October 22nd 6:00pm — Annual Vacation Auction (for details see page 5) 
·  Tuesday, October 25th 6:00pm  — Presbyterian Women’s “All church Supper” (see page 6)  
·  Monday, October 31st — All Hallows Eve “Halloween” 
·  Friday, November 2nd  12:30pm — Church Women United “World Community Day Luncheon” 
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Hurricane Katrina and Prayer Shawls 
 
Note: Rick Ufford-Chase is Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA) for 2004 and 
2005.   Here is a recent email from Rick concerning prayer shawls and the important part they played in his visit 
to the areas devastated by Hurricane Katrina.  
 
Friends,  
   I want to share with you some impressions of three days that I’ve just spent in South Louisiana and 
Mississippi Presbyteries.  
   On Labor Day, a week after Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast, Interim General Presbyter Mike Mann from S. 
Louisiana Presbytery called me to ask if I could be with them on Sunday the 11th for a special meeting of the 
Presbytery.  To do that, I cut short my visit to the Crossroads Presbyterian Church just north of Milwaukee.  
   As I rushed toward the car in order to make my flight, one of the women in the congregation stopped me to 
offer me a “prayer shawl.” I didn’t know anything about prayer shawls, but there is a movement of folks who pray 
for whoever will eventually receive the shawl they are making, and then who pray each stitch as something of a 
spiritual discipline as they work. (Check out their website at www.shawlministry.com.) Mine was a large, soft, 
bluish-green shawl, and it was given to me with prayers for my time as moderator.  
   As I flew to Baton Rouge, I was having a hard time organizing my thoughts. What could one say to be helpful 
to pastors and elders, when many of them have lost everything themselves, many of their churches will not be 
habitable for weeks or even months to come, and many of their parishioners have been scattered.  
   As I prayed, I held the prayer shawl on my lap, and it occurred to me that it was a wonderful sign of all of the 
prayer and concern I have heard from Presbyterians as I’ve traveled during the last two weeks. There was a 
card pinned to the shawl with a short prayer of support for those who receive it, and I read the prayer over and 
over as we flew. Here are the words to the prayer:  
   “ May God’s grace be upon this shawl...warming, comforting, enfolding and embracing. May this 
mantle be a safe haven... a sacred place of security and well-being... sustaining and embracing in good 
times as well as difficult ones. May the one who receives this shawl be cradled in hope, kept in joy, 
graced with peace, and wrapped in love. Blessed Be!”   
   Late on the afternoon of the 11th, I was offered the chance to share a few words with more than one hundred 
Presbyterian pastors and elders at the meeting, and as I concluded my remarks, I offered the shawl to Hawley 
Wolfe — the Moderator of the Presbytery — with the request that he pray on it himself for a while, and then pass 
it on to someone else in the Presbytery to help sustain them.  
   Two days later, I was headed for Mississippi and regretting the fact that I didn’t have another shawl to offer. 
One of my stops there was to help dedicate a “Tent Village for Volunteers” at Gautier Presbyterian Church on 
the coast. As we waited for the dedication to begin, one of the women from the church said something to the 
other women sitting with us about their prayer shawls. I couldn’t believe it! It turns out that their small church, 
like the large congregation in Mequon, WI, has a ministry of making prayer shawls, and Pat, Sue, Dottie and 
Aubin all participated in the ministry. Aubin, who proudly announced to me that she was the oldest member of 
the congregation, said that she had her shawl with her in the car.  
   We agreed to use Aubin’s prayer shawl to begin a similar chain of encouragement and support in their 
Presbytery, and the shawl that she handed me was almost exactly like the one I had left behind in S. Louisiana, 
right down to the color of the yarn. As I “presented” the shawl to Pat, she agreed that she would return it to 
Aubin, and bring the latest one she had finished to the church to be blessed in prayer before being handed on to 
the next of the ten churches on the Gulf Coast whose families have had their lives turned upside down.  
   I love it when God works on me that way, opening my eyes, all at once in a rush, to something that I know 
nothing about. As I offered both of the shawls, I assured our sisters and brothers of South Louisiana that these 
shawls come with a commitment to prayer from the rest of us across the country. I hope that all folks, 
Presbyterians and others, will find a way to pause each day and hold the victims of Katrina in prayer. Further, I 
hope that this will be the kind of prayer that I heard Brian Blount, a professor at Princeton Seminary, talk about 
last summer. He said that his mother taught him not to get down on his knees in prayer to God unless he is 
willing to get up and go to work for what he’s just prayed for.  
   Theologically, I believe that in moments of tragedy we are not to ask “Why did this happen?” but instead, 
“What would God have us do?” This is a time for the church, in all places, to BE church.  

Prayerfully, Rick 
A special thanks to Jerry Elliott for forwarding this message to The Chimes 
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Session Repor t  
Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 

 
 Thirteen elders joined Pastor Morgan on September 20 for a Regular Meeting of Session. The 
Pastor’s devotional was based on the “Never Without a Story” message from Mark 4:26-31. Elders 
volunteered examples of significant events which affected their own lives. The business meeting was 
opened with a prayer by Elder Frances Bucklin.  
 The Clerk reported that CPC rolls include 252 active and 13 inactive members after the death 
of Deacon Bruce Galbraith on September 18. A memorial service for Bruce was held on September 
24. The communion count for the first service on September 4 was 89. A count for the second service 
was not recorded. Jeanne Christiansen and John Robert (Bob) Harrison were married by Pastor 
Emeritus Bob Schwenck in the sanctuary on August 29. A report on Kyle Gott’s second year in 
seminary was distributed. He completed 24 units of study in the seminary while working part-time in a 
psychiatric hospital and in a local church. Now in his third year, Kyle continues with a somewhat 
lighter load of 18 units at the Vanderbilt Divinity School, which includes church internships. He and 
Lydia now have three children.  
 The Pastor reported a very successful start of the Need Oriented Evangelism (NOE) program 
directed toward Preschool parents. The Pastor started recruitment of 15 people to participate in the 
Refocus program. Session approved Dr Dennis Olkolm as a guest preacher for either November 13 or 
20. Session approved a request that Pastor Morgan preach at San Clemente Presbyterian Church on 
July 30 of next year. The Pastor asked for volunteers to form an ad hoc committee to consider 
structural changes of Session committees before the election of elders to start serving in 2006. The 
Pastor and Deacon Mary Cushman served home communion to four congregants this month. The 
Pastor thanked everyone who helped make the “Art on the Green” event such a big success.  
 The Personnel Committee reported that Debbie Reeder resigned as Director of Children’s 
Music and that Amber Ray resigned as Administrative Assistant in the church office. Recruitment of 
Amber’s replacement has already begun with high priority. Elder Jane Heath will prepare worship 
bulletins until a new Administrative Assistant is hired. 
 The Finance & Administration Ctte distributed monthly financial statements for July and August, 
2005. The August statement indicates that year-to-date income was greater than expenses by 
$29,716 for the first eight months of 2005. This surplus occurs only because deferred spending offset 
a current year-to-date deficit in contributions amounting to $13,708, as reported by the Stewardship 
Committee. A 2006 working draft budget was distributed. Very preliminary numbers in this draft 
indicate that a substantial increase in income for 2006 will be necessary to maintain current programs, 
staff and facilities. This is a direct consequence of consuming all dedicated reserves at the end of 
2004 to balance the 2005 budget, plus exhaustion of a special restricted gift which was to pay the 
salary, for several years, of the Director of Youth Ministries, who at that time was Kyle Gott. The 2006 
Stewardship Campaign will culminate on Stewardship Sunday, November 4, 2005. The 2006 
stewardship theme will be “NEVER NOT ENOUGH.”  
 Youth Ministries will combine Mid-High and Sr-High evening meeting times at 7 to 8:30 pm.  
 The Session approved use of Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, October 4, 2005, by the OC 
Registrar of Voters for the special Congressional election. This is in addition to the regular election 
which will be on November 8, 2005. 
 Session approved use of Fellowship Hall and the Kitchen for a CWU meeting on November 4. 
 The Fellowship Committee invites everyone to save the evening of October 22 for the annual 
CPC Vacation Auction and Desserts event. Bring your exciting wrapped gift to be auctioned off to 
raise money for Hurricane Katrina victims. 
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HOW DO WE LEARN TO PRACTICE HOSPITALITY? 

By Larry Strong 
 

We would like to offer you another Outreach Opportunity 
 

Many congregations would declare themselves to be open, warm 
and interested in growth. They say with conviction, “We are a friendly group 
of people who would welcome anyone into our fellowship.” As people of 
faith, we are commanded to be disciples, love one another and practice 
hospitality. We desire to be faithful and responsible to our commission, but 
living out that commission is sometimes difficult.  

We desire to say everyone is welcome, but attitudes and feelings 
deep within us sometimes undermine our good intentions. The experience 
of “outsiders” entering our doors may not be one of welcome or acceptance. 
Members may think they are cordial to visitors, but that doesn’t mean every 
visitor feels they are receiving the kind of hospitality that forms the 
foundation for strong and enduring relationships. 

As members of this congregation, we all have opportunities and a responsibility to model 
hospitality and lead others to become more open to strangers. We can become an even more loving, 
caring and welcoming community of faith. We can offer a comfortable place where people can be free 
to be themselves without fear and where community can be found. It is obligatory for Christians to 
offer a caring place where strangers can cast off their strangeness and become our friends and 
members of our extended family. Together we will create a free and fearless space where 
brotherhood and sisterhood can be fully experienced.  

Hospitality does not change people. Rather, it offers them space where change can take place. 
It opens up a wide spectrum of options for choice and commitment. Hospitality is a gift—a chance for 
guests to find their own lifestyle, and then share it with the rest of us. As new people come into our 
midst, it is important to remember that each has a gift to offer, a contribution to make the total body 
more complete. We become wiser, stronger, and more versatile with each new person. Our 
acceptance of each unique individual and appreciation for his or her value and importance is 
imperative.  

By saying, “Come unto me,” Jesus invited all people into the household of faith. Everyone has 
been called. While some choose not to respond positively to this call, those who do need to find a 
welcome reception, a welcoming church family. It is our hope – our vision – that our congregation will 
be a welcoming community of faith where all people are treated in a friendly, caring manner; where 
interest is shown for everyone’s health, growth, and comfort; where openness to new ideas is 
encouraged; where visitors are given space to be themselves, share their gifts and ideas; and where 
everyone can be moved from stranger to kin in the Lord. 
 

“Be hospitable to one another without complaining. “  I Peter 4:9 
 

“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual 
affection; outdo one another in showing honor…be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord…preserve in 
prayer…extend hospitality…”  Romans 12: 9-13  
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