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           THE CHIMES 

SEPTEMBER 2004 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

 

I t’s a New World at CPC 
 
Reverend Morgan Murray is now “on board and getting his feet 
wet” so to speak as the permanent pastor for Community 
Presbyterian Church. Morgan, Veronica and the boys have settled 
into a residence in Dana Point while they begin looking for a 
permanent home here. 
 
Jerome Healy has accepted the position as music director starting 
in September.  We look forward to his leadership with both the 
Chancel Choir and Joyful Noize. 
 
On July 25th CPC had a western BBQ on the front patio to give our thanks to Interim 
Pastor Charles Svendsen and music director Tom Flannery and to wish them all the best 
as they move on to other assignments and adventures -  Charles to interim pastor in 
Palos Verdes and the Flannery family’s move to Kentucky. We wish them both great 
success. 
 
Now comes the time we begin to look forward to the new season at CPC. School is 
starting again. The Choir and Joyful Noize will be back on the chancel. 
 
 
Upcoming Activ it ies: 
 
September 6th  Labor Day Observance 
 
September 12th  Teacher Dedication Sunday 
   Kickoff Faire 
 
September 17 – 19th  2004 Women’s Retreat      
   At Wylie Woods 
   (details, page 8) 
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The Chimes, They Are A Changin’!  
(Groan.) 
 
With most of our boxes unpacked and a well-worn path 
beaten between our front door and the nearest Trader 
Joe’s, the Murray’s are settling in.  It’s a little startling 
to wake up each morning to cool ocean breezes - a 
stark contrast to 110? days back in Phoenix. So 
Veronica and I still stop short with the realization that 
we get to live here!  Before moving, a friend asked me 
if there would be anything I’d miss about Arizona. I told 
her that I couldn’t think of anything.  After all, what 
does the Valley of the Sun have that Capo Valley 
doesn’t, plus the Pacific? 
 
Yet, as much as it surprises me to say so, I miss Arizona. Even with the heat and dust 
and a miserable season for the Diamondbacks, Phoenix had really become home for us.  
Veronica and I bought our first house, got our first dog, and started a family there. This is 
normally the time when our family looks forward to the monsoons’ spectacular lightning 
shows and relieving rains. Because of all this, Phoenix had become familiar, and it is 
always hard to give up the familiar, even when exchanging it for something new and 
wonderful. Even the Israelites had a difficult time adjusting to life beyond Egyptian 
slavery. Where there is change, there is always some grief.   
 
This is as true for Community Presbyterian as it is for the Murray family.  While we are 
blessed to have Pastor Bob and Bernie still active in our church, we say goodbye to 
Pastor Charles after a relatively brief but uncommonly fruitful ministry. We shouldn’t be 
surprised if his leaving affects us deeply.  Likewise our excitement at having Jerome 
Healy and his family join us in ministry doesn’t mitigate our sadness at the Flannerys’ 
departure. And I’m not foolish enough to believe that getting used to me is all that easy 
to do! We all have a lot of adjustments to make in the months ahead. 
 
There are a few things we can do to help each other as we go through this season of 
change. We can: 

·  Take time to be grateful for all the people and circumstances that brought this 
time of blessing about; 

·  Resist the temptation to pit the past against the future, concluding that one must 
be “all good” and the other “all bad;”  

·  Be gentle with each as we remember that we each embrace change in our way 
and at our own pace; and 

·  Commit ourselves to going into the future together, not leaving anyone behind. 
 
Someone once said that change is the only thing that is truly constant.  But there is one 
other thing even more constant: God’s loving and patient grace. Let us rely on that grace 
as we work and change together in this new church year! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Morgan 
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Session Repor t   Al J essen, Cler k of  Session 

Interim Pastor Charles Svendsen was the Moderator for the last time for a Regular 
Meeting of Session on July 20 with 13 elders present. The Clerk reported receiving a 
letter from OHCC indicating that they no longer need use of CPC property for overflow 
parking. Baptisms of Jeni, Allan and Aaron Williams on 6/27 by Pastor Bob and baptisms 
of Marci Shindler and Clara Grace Gilson on 7/11 by Pastor Charles were reported. CPC 
rolls now include 258 Active and 22 Inactive Members. The communion count on 7/04 
was 157. 
  
 A campaign for the Pastor’s Housing Fund got off to a good start on 7/18 with 
substantial cash contributions and several pledges. The money in this Fund will be used 
for a shared equity plan with the Pastor when he and his family decide to purchase a 
home in this area. Shared equity means that CPC will provide part of the down payment 
for the home. The Pastor will make payments toward a mortgage loan for the remainder 
of the cost plus all taxes and insurance. The Pastor will have the option to buy back part 
or all of CPC equity at any time, and will agree to pay back to the Pastor’s Housing Fund 
all remaining CPC equity when the house is sold. The perpetual Pastor’s Housing Fund 
will permit any future pastor to participate in a shared equity housing plan with CPC.  
 
 Session approved a motion to purchase and install a dish sterilizer in the kitchen, 
to replace the leased unit which was removed. Session approved a contract with 
Vermeulen’s Landscaping, Inc. to replace the gardener who took care of the CPC 
property for many years. Session approved a motion to provide 50% Preschool tuition 
scholarships for all children of ordained full-time pastoral staff. Session approved use of 
Fellowship Hall for a Toastmasters Fall Speech Contest on Saturday, 10/02 from 9 am to 
12:30 pm. Session approved use of the CPC parking lot for clients of Marge’s Tours all 
day 10/02 and 11/13. Session approved a new wage scale for Preschool Director, 
teachers and assistants for 2004/2005. A job description for the Director of Music was 
distributed. 
 
 Pastor Charles announced a breakthrough in our dream to have a Parish Nurse. 
A letter from Hoag Hospital indicates that they have funding to provide a Parish Nurse to 
be shared by CPC and two other churches. No financial commitment is required; all that 
CPC must provide is coordination with Deacons and Pastoral staff. A Registered Nurse 
will be available to CPC for about 10 hours a week. The Parish Nurse job description will 
be prepared by a Health Ministry Committee set up by CPC, with inputs from Pastoral 
staff, to conduct a congregational needs assessment and to develop hours and specific 
duties. The Health Ministry Committee and Parish Nurse will work with the Deacons to 
avoid duplication of effort with other established programs.  
 
 There was a Called Meeting of Session on 8/03, moderated by Pastor Morgan 
Murray and attended by 9 elders and one guest. The purpose of the meeting was to 
receive motions to set the salary for Director of Music and to offer employment to 
Jerome Healy as Director of Music, to begin on 9/01. The Session voted unanimously for 
both motions.  
 
(Continued to Page 4) 
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Session Report (continued from page 3) 
 
 There was a Regular Meeting of Session on 8/17, moderated by Pastor 
Morgan and attended by 11 elders. This was Pastor Morgan’s first opportunity to report 
to session. He advised them that the business of the session should be limited to Policy 
and Money. All other subjects are to be handled by committee, with rare exception. 
There will be a Kickoff Faire on 9/12. This will be an occasion to welcome Jerome Healy 
as Director of Music and to promote other programs and upcoming events. Pastor 
Morgan’s installation must be negotiated with the Presbytery, but will surely be some 
Saturday afternoon. A Retreat is being planned for elders and special guests on 
Saturday, 9/26 from 8 am to 2 pm.  
  

Session approved transfer of membership for Frank & Cissy Weidner to First 
Presbyterian Church of El Paso TX. There are now 256 Active and 22 Inactive Members. 
Session approved use of Fellowship Hall on 11/02 for the election. Stewardship 
Committee reported that contributions are below budgeted estimates, which is rather 
common during vacation months. Finance & Property Committee reported that expenses 
have been lower that income and all accounts are in the black.  

 
Session approved giving $475 from the Penny Fund to Kyle Gott to help with his 

seminary tuition. Session voted to establish a sub-committee to study and recommend 
renovations for the church administrative and pastor’s offices.  
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
By Frances Bucklin 

 
 These are the receipts and budget comparisons as of July 31, 2004: 
 
 General Fund 
              Budget yearly   Budget yr-to-date   Income   Over/under 
Pledged      $ 290,000          $ 169,167          $157,442    $ -11,725 
Unpledged            22,000               12,833              16,048         3,216 
Freewill                   6,000                 3,500                2,467        -1,033    
                          ________          _______         _______          ______ 
Total                 $ 318,000          $ 185,500         $157,957      $-9,543 
  
Facilit ies Fund 
            Budget yearly   Budget yr-to-date   Income   Over/under 
Pledged              $ 35,000             $ 20,417        $ 18,222     $    -2,195 
Unpledged               3,000                 1,750              1,605              -145 
                            _______              ______        ______          ______ 
Total                    $ 38,000             $ 22,167         $ 7,584      $    -2,340 
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J EROME HEALY J OI NS CPC AS MUSI C DI RECTOR 
 
Your Music Director Selection Committee - Julie Boyd; Gwen Forquer; Diane Hawkins; 
Jane Heath; Anne Larson; Ann Ludwig; Don Miller; Virginia Miller; Don Seapy; Nancy 
Powers; Judy Richter; Charles Svendson – is pleased to announce that their top pick, 
Jerome Healy, has agreed to join CPC as our new Music Director. 
 
Jerome comes very highly recommended by employers, musical contemporaries and 
friends. His past experiences include: 
 

·  Choir Director, Christ Lutheran Church, Valencia, CA 
 

·  Choir Director, Newport Center United Methodist Church, Corona Del Mar, CA 
 

·  Choir Director, Southern California Children’s Chorus  
 

·  Music Teacher, Capistrano Unified School District 
 

·  Composer, Contemporary Music for liturgies and special services 
 
Currently, Jerome teaches music to grades K-3, and he has also taught grades K-6.  In 
2001, Jerome received the Orange County Arts Educator of the Year Award.  Perhaps a 
more important measure of Jerome as teacher, and person, is that when his music 
programs were “unfunded” by school authorities, the parents of the children he teaches 
raised the money necessary for Jerome to continue his work with their kids.   
 
Jerome received his BA in Music and his Teaching Credential from Cal State Northridge 
in 1991.  He has also received three levels of Kodaly Music Education from Cal State 
Los Angeles.  Jerome is trained in classical 
guitar and, as he puts it, plays “a little” piano.  
 
Jerome is married and lives with his wife and 
four children in Mission Viejo and has a large, 
extended family in the area.  For fun in his 
spare time, Jerome enjoys camping with his 
family. 
 
 You can expect to see Jerome leading both the 
Chancel Choir and Joyful Noize starting 
September 12, 2004. 
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