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           THE CHIMES 

OCTOBER 2004 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

Pastor Murray’s Installation – Sunday, October 3, 2004 
 
A significant event in the life of the church is the installation of the Pastor. 
Pastor Morgan Murray’s installation has been set for October 3, 2004 at 3 pm in the 
sanctuary.  
 
Approximately 350 announcements were mailed to the congregation, friends and 
relatives of the Murrays, pastors of South Orange County Presbyterian Churches and 
pastors of other SJC churches, SJC City Council members and local newspapers.  
 
 A light supper will be provided following the installation. Arrangements for child care and 
traffic control have been made. 
 
 
Events Calendar   
 
Sunday, October 3rd   World Communion Sunday 

Peacemaking Offering will 
be taken at both services 
See “Commitment to Peacemaking” (page 11) 

 
Sunday, October 3rd   Pastors Installation at 3:00PM 
 
September 29th thru  Kiev Symphony Orchestra and Chorus 
October 5th    Performs in South Orange County 
 
October 6th    LOGOS Season Starts 
 
October 15th & 16th   Mid-High and Sr-High “Overnighter Event” at 
    Mount of Olives Lutheran Church, Mission Viejo 
 
Sunday, November 14th  19th annual South Orange County Hunger Walk 
    Sponsorship signups start soon 
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Session Repor t  Al J essen, Cler k of  Session 

 
 Pastor Morgan Murray invited all elders to a special supper in Fellowship Hall 
before the September 21 Session meeting and 12 elders gathered to enjoy the 
fellowship, vegetarian chili, corn-meal muffins and chocolate cake. The food was 
provided and prepared by Pastor Morgan and Veronica, his wife.  
 The Regular Meeting of Session, moderated by Pastor Morgan began in 
Fellowship Hall at 7:45 pm with all 14 elders present. The church rolls now include 255 
active and 22 inactive members after approval of transfers for active members Frank & 
Cissy Weidner to the First Presbyterian Church of El Paso TX (last month) and of active 
member Tom Stites to the Trabuco Presbyterian Church (tonight). The communion count 
for services on September 5 was 163. Home communion was served by Pastor Morgan 
and Deacon Darlene Elliott on September 7 to Letha & Murl Collins, Letha’s caregiver 
Fely, and Evelyn Brandt. A wedding was performed in the sanctuary in the afternoon on 
September 5. The bride and groom were Gail Quinn and Steven Nelson, neither 
associated with CPC. The officiating minister was Rev. Leanne Strommen from First 
Presbyterian Church of Santa Ana. 
 The Pastor’s Report addressed issues including room setup procedures, 
activation of the shared-equity agreement when a home for purchase is found by the 
Pastor, baptism of children whose parents belong to other churches, and whether openly 
gay couples would be welcome at CPC.  The Finance & Property Report assured 
Session that the financial condition of the church is very satisfactory, even with 
contributions about $10,000 below the budget, as reported by the Stewardship 
Committee as of August 31.  
 The meeting agenda included a large number of motions, several of which were 
withdrawn after it was established that they pertained to items within the current budget, 
which was previously approved by Session. Other motions acted upon: to approve 
correction of the Pastor’s Call to add disability insurance (incorrectly assumed to be 
optional) which increases the cost of Board of Pensions insurance from 29.5 to 30.5 
percent of the Pastor’s combined salary and housing allowance; to approve a Preschool 
Budget for the September 2004 - August 2005 fiscal year (expenses of $400,034 and 
income of $400,170); to disapprove a request from Preschool for the church to pay for 
rugs for Classrooms D&E; to approve a Preschool "Annual Holiday Boutique” on the 
church front lawn on November 16 & 17; to approve two new Sunday School volunteer 
teachers; to approve three off-campus activities for the Bible Bunch; to approve a non-
member to help Jake Werley with youth group activities; approval of the curriculum to be 
used by Jake Werley for the youth groups; and to approve an overnight event on 
October 15 & 16 for CPC youth groups along with leaders and youth groups from four 
other churches. Session approved an involved motion to streamline and clarify several 
line items in the church budget for 2005; approved a rate of pay for our new multimedia 
technician, Chris Powers; approved use of the church parking lot by clients of Marge’s 
Tours for the evening of December 17; approved purchase of a portable video projector 
for use by Jake Werley and Pastor Morgan for Power Point presentations with their 
laptop computers; and scheduled the Annual Joint Meeting for Elders and Deacons on 
December 21. 
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Deacons News    
by Anne Larson 

Have you ever stopped to look at the information table in 
the Narthex? In addition to general books and leaflets, the 
Deacons keep this table stocked with free inspirational pamphlets 
covering many issues facing the congregation, e.g., the death of a 
loved one, divorce, aging parents, anger, etc. Please take whatever 
pamphlets would be beneficial to you. If you have an issue not 
covered by the pamphlets we have, let one of the deacons know, and 
we will order that for you. 

 

  

Our  New Healt h Minist r ies Pr ogr am  

For several years, your Deacons have been working with local hospitals, most 
recently with Hoag Hospital, the Presbyterian hospital in Newport Beach, to initiate a 
Parish Nurse program for our congregation. The drawback has always been the lack of 
funding for such a program, and, therefore, nothing has been done. Now, however, 
Hoag has received a grant to underwrite the cost of this program for a few local 
churches, and our church is blessed to be one of the recipients of this generous gift. We 
will now have the services of a parish nurse for 10 hours a week. 

 
With this gift comes some 

responsibilities, the first being the 
establishment of a Health Ministries Team, 
whose purpose would be to work with the 
parish nurse to maximize her work with us. A 
medical background is not necessary to be on 
the committee · just a willingness to commit to 
improving the health of our congregation. If you 
missed the informational meeting with the nurse 
from Hoag on September 27th and would still 
like to be on the committee, call Anne Larson or 
the church office. 

 
The parish nurse will hold several health/screening clinics throughout the year. 

The first of these is our FREE flu shot clinic on October 24th in the Fellowship Hall from 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. You need not sign up · just show up!  
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GATHERING THE FLOCKS 
  
The Stewardship Committee is sponsoring gatherings in 
homes in each of the geographical flocks during October and 
early November.  Pastor Morgan Murray will be present at 
each meeting, along with the Stewardship Elder Frances 
Bucklin. This is an opportunity for Pastor Murray to know us 
better individually, and for us to ask questions and perhaps to 
learn more about our church.   
  
These meetings (one flock at a time) will begin with Deacon Flock 5 (San Juan 
Capistrano, south) on Monday, October 4, at John and Diane Hawkins' home, followed 
by meetings on Mondays October 11 and November 1 and 8, (locations to be 
announced), Tuesday, October 26 at Paul and Anne Larson's (San Juan west, Flock 4), 
and Wednesday, October 27.  All evening meetings will begin at 7:30 p.m. except on 
October 27, which will be at 7:45 to allow those attending LOGOS to participate.  There 
will also be an afternoon meeting at 2:00 p.m. Thursday October 14 in the Christian Ed. 
room at the church for those who do not wish to drive at night. 
  
People in each flock will be contacted by phone or by mail, and there will be further 
information in Sunday bulletins. If you cannot attend your flock meeting conveniently, 
you are welcome to attend another flock's meeting.  If you wish to attend a meeting and 
have not been assigned to a flock, or do not know which flock you are in, please call the 
church office, 493-1502, or Frances Bucklin, 496-9553.    
 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

By Frances Bucklin 
 
 These are the receipts and budget comparisons as of August 31, 2004: 
 General Fund 
              Budget yearly   Budget yr-to-date   Income   Over/under 
Pledged      $ 290,000          $ 193,333          $179,917    $ -15,101 
Unpledged            22,000               14,667              19,331         4,714 
Freewill                   6,000                 4,000                2,833        -1,033    
                          ________          _______         _______          ______ 
Total                 $ 318,000          $ 212,000         $202,081      $-9,919 
  
Facilities Fund 
            Budget yearly   Budget yr-to-date   Income   Over/under 
Pledged              $ 35,000             $ 23,333        $ 20,449     $    -2,194 
Unpledged               3,000                 2,000               1,691             -145 
                            _______              ______        ______          ______ 
Total                    $ 38,000             $ 25,333        $ 22,140       $   -2,339 
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Outreach 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
 

God expects every believer to be part of a local church today. 
 
Let us share with you seven reasons why we believe it is important to formally 
join a church. 
 

1. IT IS NEW TESTAMENT TRUTH. In Acts 2:41, we see that the first converts on 
the Day of Pentecost were baptized and then added unto them. This indicates 
that there was some record of who were already in the church, and this record 
extended to include those who were saved and baptized on that day. This truth is 
emphasized again Hebrews 10:24-25 where we are told not to forsake 
“assembling of ourselves together, as a manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much as you see the day approaching.” It is evidently even more 
important for us to assemble together in the church, as we get closer to the time 
of the rapture. 

2. IT IS VISIBLE. In the church, as in the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, there is no 
dichotomy between the spiritual and the physical. The church of the New 
Testament is not just a spiritualized community of believers without form or 
organization. The churches of Corinth, Ephesus and Philippi were real, 
functioning entities with leaders and members. The historical Christian Church is 
not invisible. The Christian Church is as visible as the Christian. 

3. IT IS A SYMBOL. Joining a church is similar to baptism. It’s a tangible symbol of 
spiritual reality. Our baptism identifies us with Christ. Church membership 
identifies us with the Christian family and the church. 

4. IT IS A COMMITMENT. Paul uses the metaphor of the church being the bride of 
Christ (Ephesians 5). This metaphor clearly indicates the aspect of commitment. 
We are not officially married until we go through the wedding ceremony. 
Likewise, we are not really a member of the local church until we join it. 

5. IT IS A PROTECTION. When we join a church formally, we come under the 
spiritual umbrella of that local body. To not be a formal part of a local body, a 
person is living in dangerous territory – outside of the authority and watch care of 
a church. 

6. IT IS REASONABLE. Any organization worth its salt has formal membership. To 
be the President of the United States you must be an American, to vote you must 
be a citizen. Actually, until someone joins a church, we have no way of knowing 
his or her profession or statement of faith. By joining our church, a person is not 
becoming a Presbyterian per se; they are joining a local body of Christians who 
believe the Bible. As they grow in their study of Scripture, they will come to 
understand the doctrines that are unique to Presbyterians and become a 
Presbyterian by conviction. 

7. IT IS NECESSARY. It is necessary for positions of church leadership. It is true 
that a name on a church membership roll means for nothing in itself. But how 
seriously can we take a person who says he or she wants to be part of the 
church but doesn’t want to sign their name publicly? 

 
Larry Strong 
Outreach Committee Ministries 
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PRESBYTERIANISM 

By Tom B. Stephenson 

I sometimes feel that I am IN this world, but am not a PART of it! I do not understand but 
a quarter of what I hear on television. Seldom listen to radio because the music is 
beyond me. Used to listen to K-MOZART, (KMZT, FM 105.1) but they now have more 
talk than music. So I listen to my 101 CDs. I find the talk shows inane. Network and 
cable news never cover my interests, so I revert to sources of old that I find refreshing in 
retrospect! 

I’ve spent my working life either in the military or in engineering. Engineers never get 
away from their profession, because in order to keep current they must spend their non-
working hours studying. I graduated (finally) from Purdue University in 1948, with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering. I thought that I had the world by 
the tail. 

In those days we had two options – we could specialize in Power Engineering or in 
Communications! I chose Power, because that is what my father did. However, my 
working years led me into a totally new field – called belatedly in about 1956 by McGraw 
Hill - ELECTRONICS. Never learned about transistors in college; they hadn’t been 
invented yet! I never heard of semi-conductors or integrated circuits or clean-room 
fabrication until the 1970s. Function modules took the place of individual components 
such as capacitors and resistors and vacuum tubes during my mid-career. So, basically, 
I was self-taught in the intricacies of my chosen vocation. Little time for delving into 
interesting areas outside of my profession! 

So, when I retired at age seventy-five, I began looking into what I had been missing. 
Music, painting, philosophy, archeology, anthropology, history! So much I had missed! 
Now, ten years later, I am beginning to resolve some of my idiosyncrasies and solidify 
some of my basic beliefs. Perhaps few will share them, but some might, and I welcome 
them into my fold! I share with Alexander Hamilton the common trait of bloviation, but 
bear with me! 

One pressing problem I would like to bring to the attention of the elders (small E) among 
us and their friends and relatives. The accident rate among automobile drivers aged over 
sixty-five approaches that of the sixteen to twenty-one age group – the highest! Reflect 
on that! Have you recently had a close call while driving? Did you narrowly avoid an 
accident because you missed seeing another car, pedestrian or signal? Had a fender-
bender? Should that be the case, perhaps you should consider not driving yourself 
around any more! 

It would not be the end of the world. When you press your foot on the brake pedal of 
your trusty Toyota for the last time, it is not with one foot in the grave. In fact, as Willis 
John and I have found, it might open up new worlds for you. You might learn about 
bilingualism as you ride the buses. You might find new friends by going along on some 
of Marge’s Tours. I get to visit much more with my daughter and son-in-law now than I 
did when I was driving myself to the Church and the shopping.  

(Continued to page 7) 
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