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           THE CHIMES 

OCTOBER 2006 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

Refocusing Update 
 
 The first Summit was held September 9th to 
reflect on where we have been. Refocusing Pulse 
Groups met the last week in September in preparation 
for our October and November Summits. 
 

Join us in “Discovery” 
 as we hold the second of our Focused Living 
  Summits  
 
  Saturday, October 14th  
   from 9:00 am. to 3:00 pm at the church 
 
 

NEW FEATURE – Monthly Calendar (See page 9) 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
October 1 Faith Trails Mission Dinner 
 Enjoy a salmon dinner, prepared Oregon-style and learn more about this wonderful 

ministry. (see page 4 for details) 
 
October 14 Focused Living Summit  “ Discovery”  
 The second in our refocusing retreats, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm October 14th 
 
October 22 Hunger Walk  
 Meet, at 1 pm. on the front lawn of the Community Center on Del Mar Street in San 

Clemente. Signups between services (see page 4) 
 
November 3 World Community Day 
 Church Women United present “Signs of Healing” 
 (See page 7 for details) 
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Session Repor t  Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
 

Pastor Morgan and twelve elders met in the CE Room 
for a Regular Meeting of Session on Sept 19, 2006. Pastor 
Morgan told Session about a Candidate for Ministry from 
Fuller Seminary interested in serving CPC as an Intern. He has worked for 4 years in various capacities, 
including music and youth groups, at San Clemente PC. He is now serving as an intern chaplain at UCLA 
Medical Center and now needs to intern with a small church to satisfy graduation requirements of Fuller 
Seminary and seek ordination. After reading his resumé and discussing the details of Internship 
proposed by Pastor Morgan, Session voted to hire Mike Bautista for six months at 20 hours a week, 
beginning Jan 1, 2007. He will report directly to Pastor Morgan, attend staff meetings, observe Session 
meetings, participate actively in Sunday worship services, and preach about once a month.  

Pastor Morgan took over the Bible teaching part of the Youth Program when Jake left. He is 
impressed by the volunteer leaders and numerous, eager, mature students in the Youth Group. Pastor 
Morgan officiated at a wedding at Dana Point Harbor Park on July 23 for a couple from Northern 
California and assisted Pastor Bob Schwenck for the wedding of Ron Ross and Dorinda Stinson on Aug 
5. Pastor Morgan and Deacon Mary Cushman served home communion to Vera Mansfield, Dolores Snell 
and Mary Brandvig on Aug 9 and on Sept 6. Pastor Morgan changed his day off from Monday to Friday. 
He can be contacted at any time by telephone at 493-1502 ext 23.  

The CPC Financial report for Aug 31 shows 8-month General Fund income exceeding expenses 
by $24,510. Building Fund expenses for August include $119,222 from dedicated reserve funds for 
replacement of parking lot paving and re-striping. Plans were announced to demolish the old termite-
riddled storage shed on the parking lot and replace it with a newer one in a better location. Conditions in 
a renewal contract with OC Head Start for use of CPC property and utilities were approved but allocation 
of the money to pay CPC is still in process. Conversion of CPC e-mail service to office@sjcpres.org , etc. 
is complete. E-mail addressed to sjcpres.com will be forwarded for several months before being shut 
down. Conversion of the CPC website to www.sjcpres.org is underway. The changes clarify the status of 
CPC as a non-profit organization rather than a business entity and are being made to lower the monthly 
cost for these services. 

The Director of Youth Ministry Search Standing Committee reported that 16 resumés were 
received for the position. Four candidates were interviewed and two of those, with excellent qualifications, 
will be interviewed again. It should not be long before a job offer is made.  

Session approved Elder Susan Grulkowski, Elder Lillian Whitney and Bob Ause to work as 
volunteer advisors for Youth Programs. Session approved a music recital by Judy Richter and Ann 
Ludwig in the Sanctuary on Sunday, Nov 5, 2006. Donations to “The Friends of Music” will be received at 
that time. Session approved a boutique to be held on the patio from 1 to 4 pm on Saturday, Nov 18. 
Items for sale will include jewelry, baby clothes and stationery. A share of proceeds will go to the 
Preschool. Session approved use of Fellowship Hall all day on Nov 7 as a polling place for the General 
Election. Session approved use of the Youth Center for meetings of the “Girls 4-H Club.” Susan Howit will 
supervise the 7 to 8:30 pm meetings on the first Thursday of each month. Session approved a design 
plan presented by Elder John Hourian for landscaping the spaces between the parking lot and the back 
of the church. Irrigation is already installed and funds are available for plant materials. The “Art on the 
Green” event raised over $1,500 for the “Village of Hope” on Sept 16. Stewardship Sunday will be on 
November 5, 2006.  

Session regretfully accepted a letter of resignation from Elder John Hawkins as Chair of the 
Building & Grounds Committee and as a member of Session. Session approved appointment of Elder 
Larry Strong as Chair of the Building & Grounds Committee. Session approved Elder John Hourian as a 
member of the 2006 Nominating Committee, replacing John Hawkins.  
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Thanks f or  Ar t  on t he Green!  

 
It was a great event. Thanks to Julie Dull and Beryl Hourian as well as a host of others: 

 
Food:        Youth and Children’s Activity: 
Fran Eagan       Susan White 
Barbara Lanni       Lillian Whitney 
Barbara Ward       Susan Howit 
Paula Zintl       Lauren Grulkowski 
Gregory Reid       Wendy Jenkins 
Muriel Hamme       Edith Banning 
 
Decorations:       Church Booth: 
Judy Ledermann – Very big helper    Laura Donovan 
Beryl Hourian       Larry and Margaret Strong 
Joanne Fraze – Very big helper    Kathy Whitley 
 
Signage:       Ticket Sales: 
Jacqueline Brubaker – Very big helper   Chris Carol 
        Shirley and Max Harris 
Music:        Honey Cassady 
Jacqueline Brubaker      Ann Ludwig 
        Pat Mueller 
Sound:       Julie Boyd 
Dave and Ann Ludwig  
        Raffle: 
Set up and breakdown:     Christy Maxey 
John Hourian 
Andy Sheaffer     The raffle raised $1,125.00 for Village of Hope 
Don Seapy     and $438.00 from the food for the Sue’s Patio 
Tammy Ause     landscape 
Ken Ledermann 
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MOMENTS FROM MISSION: 
 
FAITH TRAILS 
 
 Your Mission Committee is currently working with Pastor Chris Buller and FAITH TRAILS.  You’ve 
been hearing about this project and witnessed it in action at the Swallows Day Parade.  The goal is to 
create a safe place for people to seek and find relationship with our loving and forgiving creator God.  
Pastor uses horses, ranch life and outdoor experiences to accomplish this. 
 
 We’ll have the opportunity to hear Pastor 
Chris on October 1st. at 5:00 p.m. when Mission joins 
with Presbyterian Woman to present a family 
program and dinner. 
 
Please plan to join us for this fun event!!   
 
Barbara Ward 
Mission Committee 
 
 
 
 

Hunger  Walk 
Ter r i Tr eemar cki-Beck 

 
Community Presbyterian Church is known as the small 

church with a big heart, and by raising more money per capital 
for Family Assistance Ministries’ annual Hunger Walk than any 
other church, our congregation truly earns this nickname. 

 
The South County Hunger Walk is FAM’s only major 

fundraising event each year. This ministry provides groceries, assists with rent and utility bills, and 
conducts life-skill counseling to our area’s hungry and needy. FAM also operates a shelter in San 
Clemente for single mothers called Gilchrist House.  Once again we have an opportunity to help this local 
mission do the work of God in our midst. 

 
However, in order to assist this ministry, we need both WALKERS and SPONSORS to make this 

event a success. Can CPC once again meet the challenge of raising more money per capita than any 
other church? Go to the Hunger Walk table which will located on the patio between services Sept. 24, Oct. 
1, 8, 15, and 22 to get a sponsor sheet if you plan to walk or to sponsor someone who is walking. 

 
Mark this date on your calendar – Sunday, October 22, at 1 p.m. Meet on the front lawn of the 

Community Center on Del Mar Street in San Clemente. Make it fun and invite friends to join you. Are you 
part of a committee here at CPC? Entice the group to join in raising money for this worthwhile cause. 
Perhaps a little friendly competition between committees? You get the idea…now get walking!!!! 
 



The Chimes  October 2006 
  Page 5 

A letter from Tom Stephenson 
 

Buenos Dias,  Amigos! 
 
Diane asked me to send you a note, since so many folks were asking 

about me! I am fine, and am into my second month living here in Chula Vista, 
Jalisco, Mexico. I live about half a mile above Lago de Chapala, just up the 
hill from the main Carretera that runs all along the north shore of the lake, for 
some fifty miles. The shoreline rises quickly up into the mountains, leaving 
room for housing along just a quarter-mile to a mile or so. Three or four roads 
cross the mountains to the north, leading to Guadalajara, our big city. 

 
My house is a couple of hundred yards from the main road, within 

easy walking distance to a supermarket, several restaurants, an ATM 
machine, hardware and specialty stores and the bus lines. 

 
There are buses passing every few minutes. They stop for you when you wave at them. There are 

big buses and little buses. The big buses stay on the carretera, while the little buses branch off into the 
villages along the lake shore. I frequently ride the buses because walking on cobblestones is hazardous. 
The next town to mine is the center of most gringo social life, and is called Ajijic (Ah-hee-HEECK). It is 
about five miles from where I live, and costs five pesos (forty-five cents). 

 
My condo used to be part of a thirty-suite motel. I could buy it for about seventy or eighty 

thousand dollars. Think Santa Barbara summer motels from the 1960's. In fact, I have come a thousand 
miles to return to a life much as it was fifty years ago! The buildings adjoin, so my view is out the front, 
from my front porch. The unit is fifty feet wide and fifty feet long, split through the width from the street 
line. Living room, dining area and kitchen on the right; porch, office/bedroom and bath on the left. Full tile 
floors, bathroom and kitchen; Mission-tile and stucco exterior, except that the walls are all solid brick, not 
lath and plaster. Never hear the neighbors! 

 
Big fridge with freezer, microwave, toaster oven, 28" gas range and an 18" stainless steel sink, 

with no disposal and one dishwasher - ME! As was the case in Santa Barbara, fully furnished, including 
towels, linens and tableware. Two TVs, one of which works. cable, but with just CNN and WGN in English, 
plus sixty in Spanish. 

 
My wireless internet and new laptop work faultlessly, and I indulged in a new all-in one printer. My 

first magazine article came out September 1st, and is on line at www.mexico-insights.com . 
 
My main motivation in moving here was that living, shopping and health/dental were 

overwhelmingly costly. I am pleased to say that I can now live comfortably within my Social Security 
income, and shop on my own. The same people I rode with on the bus in San Juan Capistrano ride the 
bus with me here, and even stand up to make a seat for an older guy! 

 
I will be pleased to answer any questions any of my friends might have, but my only address is 

now outandabouttom@msn.com. 
 

Tom Stephenson 
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Habitat for Humanity comes to San Juan Capistrano 

  
The San Juan Capistrano City Council voted unanimously on September 20 to donate city-owned land 
and approve the development of 27 homes at the end of Calle Rolando, about a mile from Community 
Presbyterian Church.  There was great public backing from dozens of citizens who showed up at the 
Council meeting to express  -- orally or by their silent presence -- their interest in the project, including 
several members of CPC who stood in unison to demonstrate their support.  The Council vote was 
greeted with enthusiastic applause from the audience.   
  
Habitat Vice President Mark Korando, who has shepherded the project through the lengthy approval 
process for more than a year, expressed his gratitude, noting that "the best part of the night was the 
overwhelming outpouring of support by community organizations, residents, volunteers, and Community 
Presbyterian Church."     
  
The CPC Mission Committee has pledged to support the Habitat project through the entire planning and 
construction process, and has offered to be Habitat's "faith liaison" in San Juan Capistrano.  There is a 
great deal of work left to be done -- generating and filing detailed plans, obtaining the necessary permits, 
contracting for suppliers, etc.  If all goes well, Habitat expects to begin house construction by the summer 
of 2007.  Then we can expect CPC volunteers to strap on their tool belts and begin building alongside the 
27 new homeowners-to-be, each of whom must commit to 500 hours of "sweat equity" during the 
construction.  Since 14 of the homes will be offered to disabled veterans or surviving families of veterans, 
a greater share of the workload may be carried by volunteers.  As Mission Committee member David 
Ludwig said, "This truly will be a project that involves the entire community.  We at CPC will be ready to 
help when the call comes!"   
 
We at CPC and the CPC Mission Committee would like to especially thank David Ludwig for all his 
dedication to this project and for keeping us informed and involved in the process. Thank you Dave 
 
 

Lost :  
 
Several weeks ago two old Covenant Life Curriculum books were inadvertently left on the counter in the 
church office.  Please return them or let me know if they have been thrown away.  You can reach me at 
496-9553 if you have any information as to where they might be. 
 
Thanks 
 
Frances Bucklin 
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