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Small Church — Big Heart

It's a reputation that's grown up
around Community Presbyterian
Church. Through our involvement and
support in community events like the
Hunger Walk, Habitat for Humanity,
Family Assistance Ministries and other
activities, this church has gained
recognition for giving of our time,
talents and finances.

Also we provide a great number of
friendship and fellowship groups
meeting regularly. For more details on
these groups and their activities see
pages 8 through 10.

Upcoming Events

Sunday, October 31% — Halloween Event between services (Children in costume)

Tuesday, November 2" — Election Day

Sunday, November 14" — South County Hunger Walk
(Sign up to walk or to sponsor a walker).

Tuesday & Wednesday November 16™ and 17" —
Preschool, 3" Annual Holiday Boutique in the CPC front
patio area. Come support the CPC Preschool.

Thanksgiving Holiday November 25"

Sunday, November 28" — Family Advent Gathering
5pm in Fellowship Hall
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As the new pastor in town, | was surprised to discover that there are no less than
seven churches within the city limits of San Juan Capistrano that have the word
“community” in their names. This strikes me as awfully confusing and something should
be done about it. As the oldest Protestant church in town, Community Presbyterian was
“Community” long before the descriptor became fashionable. Even though we staked our
claim back in 1919, however, I'm willing to be a good sport about it. | remember hearing
a story about how former Southwest Airlines CEO Herb Kelleher once challenged the
CEO of a competing airline to an arm-wrestling contest in order to decide who would
keep the slogan, “Plane Smart.” Maybe the pastors of the respective churches could
resolve this community confusion WWF style. We could have a winner-take-all celebrity
grudge match at the intersection of Del Obispo and Camino Capistrano to cap off the
Swallow’s Day Parade. The last clergyperson standing, like a champion of bygone days,
will win for his or her congregation the right to be SJC'’s true Community Church. I'll bet
other churches would change their names just to participate.

Of course, having lots of churches eager to connect with our community isn't a
curse — it's a blessing. During a time in history when denominational identification
among Americans is at an all-time low, many churches have understandably chosen to
emphasize their relationship to a neighborhood, suburban development or region rather
than with a national organization, thus the word “community” appears on the signage
more and more. This trend also reveals that churches are striving to communicate a
sense of commitment and relevancy to their immediate surroundings that was once
taken as a given. At one time the church (not the mall) served as the epicenter of a
community. In the same way that the power of the San Andreas fault can be most clearly
understood in Parkfield, so a community’s dynamism and vitality could be measured by
its ecclesial epicenters. Churches were hospitals, schools, town halls and mission
outposts all rolled into one. The church gave each person a place of belonging and
purpose: A person was born into the church family, measured out her life from Sunday to
Sunday as part of it, raised the next generation into it, and was eventually laid to rest
beside it. Villages grew around the steeple, and as villages grew into cities they were
divided into parishes with churches in the heart of each one. Churches were more than
gathering places or havens for private religious devotion; they were the engines of social
and economic improvement.

I've got news for you. They will be again.

(Continued on Page 3)
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