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           THE CHIMES 

Monthly Newsletter  of Community Presbyter ian Church 
MAY 2008 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 
 

 Don’t  For get  

 
 
 

Event s and Act ivit ies 
 
Wednesday, May 7 – PW Bible study, led by Pastor Morgan (see page 3) 
 
Saturday, May 10 – PW Luncheon and Fashion Show (see page 3) 
 
Sunday, May 11 – Mother’s day – A special day to celebrate and honor the special gift of life.  
Remember your mother on this day and every day 
 
Sunday, May 11 - Pentecost Sunday,  
 
Saturday, May 17 – Armed Forces Day - Promoted by President Harry 
Truman in 1949. The third Saturday in May would be dedicated to Honor 
all Americans serving in the five services – Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force and Coast Guard.  Today, say a prayer for all our troops serving 
around the world. 
 
Saturday, May 17 – Habitat for Humanity, Blaze of Glory Poker Run  
to support construction of the “Homes for Heros” project in San Juan 
Capistrano. For details see the website http://www.habitatoc.org. 
 
Monday, May 26 – Memorial Day - A time of remembrance for those who 
have died in our nation's service. 
 
For Presbyterian Women’s circle meetings and other activities  
see page 3. 
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Session Repor t  
 

Eleven elders met with Pastor Morgan Murray on April 15. An encouraging 
report from the Stewardship Committee was presented and can be found 
elsewhere in this issue of The Chimes. The Pastor reported that he will take a 3-
day Study Leave from Thursday, May 1 through Saturday, May 3 to work on his 
dissertation. The Pastor led a Bible study on Ruth 3 for PW Circle leaders. The 
Pastor conducted a memorial service for Louise Sheaffer, Andy Sheaffer’s mother, 
on March 29. The Pastor and the Clerk took the Church Register and Session 
Minutes books to Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, Los Alamitos, for the 
annual review on March 31. The Clerk was asked to prepare revisions for the CPC 
Bylaws to respond to suggestions from the Stated Clerk of Presbytery. 
 A CPC Financial Statement for March 31 indicates that year-to-date General Fund income exceeded 
expenses by $17,622 and the cash reserve was $63,897. Year-to-date Preschool income was greater than 
expenses by $5,781 and the cash reserve was $19,612. The original 2008 Preschool Budget was discovered 
to contain several numerical errors. These have been corrected in a revised 2008 Preschool Budget which 
was presented, discussed and approved by Session. Any budget for a calendar year includes about 4 months 
of the following school year, so the revised 2008 Preschool Budget includes recognition of the smaller 
number of children who are pre-registered for the 2008/9 school year. Session agreed to the removal and 
sale of one of the two pianos presently located in Fellowship Hall. Sale proceeds over and above the cost of 
moving the piano will be placed in the Worship Committee equipment maintenance account. 
 Session gave approval for a Spiritual Discussion and Date Night for Preschool parents, organized by 
Elder De Trenbeath, for a Friday night late in May. It will begin with a 30-45 minute discussion, followed by an 
additional period of child care to permit parents to go out together. Up to 20 children can be accommodated. 
Session approved a car-wash on the church parking lot (date to be announced) for a fund raiser to support 
several Eagle Scout projects, some of which directly benefit CPC. Session approved changing the 
communion service from the first Sunday, May 4 to Pentecost Sunday, May 11. Session approved giving 
Preschool teachers an allowance to spend at the Long Beach NAEYC convention for materials for use in their 
classrooms.  
 Repainting of the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen was completed on April 15. The One Great Hour of 
Sharing received over $3,800 in contributions. About 20 people from CPC marched in the Swallows Day 
parade on March 29 to support the Habitat for Humanity housing project in San Juan Capistrano. Parade 
officials awarded the CPC participants a First Prize plaque for marching groups. The City’s Fourth of July 
planning group is saving a booth for CPC participants to continue support of Habitat for Humanity’s home 
building project in SJC. Plans are being made by the CE Committee for children’s activities on four 
Wednesday afternoons during the summer. Preschool families will be invited to participate. Plans for a 
special combined Worship Service, Congregational Meeting and Town Hall Meeting on April 27 were 
discussed and refined. Session gave approval for the Building & Grounds Committee to make arrangements 
with a widely-known Barbershop singing group for use of the CPC sanctuary for an afternoon rehearsal on 
April 27.  
 CPC has 203 Active and 28 Inactive Members, no change from last month. Home communion will be 
served by the Pastor and a Deacon on April 16. Communion was served to 118 persons on April 6.   
 
     Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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You’r e invit ed. . .  
Presbyterian Women 

will host a 
Luncheon & Fashion Show 

For all mothers and daughters, nieces, grandmothers, 
granddaughters, and good friends 

 
Saturday, May 10, 2008 
Fellowship Hall – 11:00 

Catered Luncheon - $15.00 
 

The latest fashions from Coldwater Creek will be modeled by members of the congregation. This is the time 
to invite your friends and neighbors to enjoy this fun-filled event that is becoming a tradition. 

 
The Birthday Offering will be received at this gathering. 

 
Tickets for the Luncheon/Fashion Show will be sold on the patio beginning April 20. 

 
Questions: Contact Margaret Strong  496.2991 Lstrong@cox.net 
 
 
 
 

Pr esbyt er ian Women May Calendar -  
 

Ø Bible Study - Above and Beyond – Hearing God’s Call in Jonah and Ruth.  Pastor Morgan will lead 
the Bible Study Preview (for Chapter 9) on Wednesday, May 7, 2008 from 10:00 – 11:00 in the 
CE Room.   

 
Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, May 14, 10:00 am at the church.  Call Colleen Emery for details 496.7521 – 
cemery@cox.net 
 
Martha Circle meets Thursday, May 8, 9:30 am at the church – CE Room.  Call Val Jessen for details 
495.0350 – jessen23@cox.net 
 
Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, May 13 at 7:00 PM.  Contact Nancy Powers for location 495.4262 – 
forpowers@cox.net 
 

Ø The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, May 1, 9:30 after breakfast, and May 15 at 9:00 am.   
Call Marilyn Johnson for details 498.2231 – mj1626@aol.com 

 
The PW Book Club meets Tues, May 27, at 7:00 PM at the home of Veronica Murray, 218.6074.  Call for 
directions. The selection for discussion is The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan. 
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STEWARDSHI P:  KEEPI NG POSI TI VE 
 
We have a new alarm clock at our house. It is the birds! They 
begin singing as dawn approaches announcing the new day. Their 
chirping is such a happy sound. They are a good reminder that 
God cares and provides for them as he does us. It is a positive 
way to start the day.  
 
Dale McLeod worked diligently to create a Stewardship quarterly 
report that provides an update of our 2008 Stewardship campaign 
for you. He presented this report at both services on April 6. It is 
reprinted below. Please feel free to contact a member of the 
Stewardship Committee should you have questions. We will be 
presenting the next quarterly report in July. 
 
One of our goals in Stewardship is to have a zero or a positive 
number at the end of our monthly statements. Here is how you 
can help us reach that goal: 
 

1. Pick up your quarterly statement from the box in the Narthex. Compare our numbers with your records 
to make sure we have given you the credit you deserve for meeting your pledges. 

2. Keep your pledges current. 
3. Consider the church if a tax return, stimulus check, or prize winnings land in your lap! 

 
Keeping positive…thinking positive…taking positive action...it is our way of thanking God for the abundance 
he provides. Our birds are in action all the time…checking out nest locations, gathering, building, watching 
their young and singing. They, like us, work toward a positive outcome to reflect God’s love.  
 
Stewardship Committee First Quarterly Contribution Report – March 31, 2008 
 
 Commitment 

Yearly 
$ 

Commitment 
Year-To-Date 

$ 

Received 
Year-To-Date 

$ 

Rcvd-To-Date 
Less Commitment 

$ 

Yet To  
Be Paid 

$ 
Yearly Pledges 119,285 ------ 51,541 ------ 67,774 
Non-Yearly Pledges 252,052 63,013 61,180 (1,833)  
Total 371,337  112,721   
      
 Expected 

Yearly 
Expected  

Year-To-Date 
Received 

Year-To-Date 
Rcvd-To-Date 
Less Expected 

 

Un-pledged Income 20,000 5,000 3,312 (1,688)  
Freewill 6,000 1,500 1,127 (  323)  
Total 26,000 6,500 4,449 (2,051)   

 
Total Income as of March 31, 2008    $117,170 
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