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Colors of Grace

Congratulations to the Community Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir and Orchestra on their wonderful
performance of “Colors of Grace — Lessons for Lent”, by Joseph M. Martin on Palm Sunday, April 9, 2006.
The orchestra and choir were conducted by Jerome Healy with narration by Gwen Forquer.

Events and activities

Thursday, May 4™ National Day of Prayer

Saturday, May 6" Church United Women “May Friendship Day” (see page 8)
Sunday, May 14™  Mother's Day

Monday, May 15" Preschool Open House 5:00 — 7:00 pm.

Sunday May 21 Presbyterian Heritage Day

Thursday May 25"  Ascension of the Lord

Sunday May 28" Bible Bunch “Rodriguez’s Horse Ranch” (see page 11)
Saturday June 3" Progressive Family Barbecue (see page 3)

Saturday June 10"  PW Luncheon (see page 4)
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SeSSi on Report Al Jessen, Clerk of Session

Pastor Morgan Murray and eleven elders gathered for a Regular Meeting of Session at 7 pm on
April 18. The meeting began with reading Genesis 18: 16-33, which is about Abraham’s negotiation with
God over His plan to destroy all of the people of Sodom because of the sins of many. Abraham prayed to
God for justice and compassion, and God listened.

Pastor Morgan announced the names of members of the Focused Ministry Team newly recruited
by Paul Larson: Cindy Tolles, Kurt Pederson, Bernie Schwenck, Terri Beck, Frances Bucklin, Jim Forquer,
Dale McLeod and De Trenbeath. Their first assignment is to attend a Team Training Retreat at Good
Shepherd Presbyterian Church (Los Alamitos) on May 5 & 6. This will be followed by a Mini-Retreat with
the Session at 2 in the afternoon on Pentecost Sunday, June 4.

Home communion was served by Pastor Morgan and Deacon Mary Cushman to Vera Mansfield,
Dolores Snell, Letha Collins and Fely (Letha’s care giver) on April 4. Parish Nurse Chris Burke went on
the visits with them. Pastor Morgan will take study leave April 26 - 28 to complete a paper due for his
doctoral degree program. Pastor Morgan will be on vacation starting after services on May 14 through
May 21. The Rev. Dee Hazen, Associate Pastor of San Clemente PC (and formerly with Laguna Niguel
PC), was invited to preach for us on May 21. On May 3, Pastor Morgan begins a Wednesday evening
(7:30-9:00 pm) Pastor’s Study in the CE Room. Each class will study the preaching text for the following
Sunday.

Specialists have been installing hardware and software to support a new network server in the
church office. The server interconnects all church computers and printers for improved communication
and data security. The server supervises and filters all church internet email and website contacts. It can
provide protected access to church files by designated church officers from their home computers over
the internet. The system should be fully operational before the end of April. The church website will be
moved from AT&T (SBC) to a new Internet Service Provider to save money. It is planned to switch the
church website and email addresses from sjcpres.com to sjcpres.org to conform with other non-
commercial organizations. Be alert for announcements when this happens.

The Outreach Ministry Team presented a report on its concerns. Their first concern is erosion of
CPC attendance and/or membership which has occurred steadily over the past 10 to 20 years. The
greatest fear is that losses are primarily among young families. This situation is a prime target of the
Focused Ministry program. Other concerns included starting time of worship services, blending of
Traditional and Contemporary worship styles, and extension of Sunday School to both services. Other
specific changes or additions were offered for discussion, including reduction to a single service during
summer months.

Session voted to approve three students to assist in Children’s Ministry programs. Session voted
to remove Alfred & Miriam Spang from membership at their request, to restore to active status three
persons who objected to being moved to inactive last December, and to restore inactive status to two
persons who objected to being removed last December. Mae Round (l) requested a membership transfer
to First Presbyterian Church in Lompoc CA. Session voted to approve requests by outsiders for use of
the Sanctuary on May 6 for a violin recital, and the Fellowship Hall on June 6 for the primary election.
Session approved motions from the Preschool Committee to use dedicated funds in the Preschool
Budget to purchase educational manipulatives and supplies at the upcoming NAEYC conference, to
schedule a Preschool fund raiser in the fall, and to continue Angelica D’Amico’s classes in Spanish for
Preschool students through the fall semester, given a sufficient enrollment.

Church rolls now include 240 active and 26 inactive members following changes voted in this
meeting, following the death of Marijane Jones (March 31) and after acceptance of five new members:
Laura Stites, Matthew Tolles, Adam (AJ) White, Jay Rodriguez and Travis McNaughton who recently
completed the communicants class presented by Pastor Morgan Murray and Jake Werley. Communion
was served to 174 persons on Sunday morning, April 2 and to 64 persons on Maundy Thursday evening,
April 13.
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MI SSI ON COMMI TTEE -- Our goals

Jesus called us to serve, saying, “Whoever serves me must follow me;
and where | am, my servant will also be.” Christians have understood
these words to mean that we must walk in Jesus’ path, showing

mercy and compassion for those in need physically, financially and
spiritually. We are called to serve personally as Jesus guides us.

We on the Mission Committee want to help people find their own
calling in Mission work.

Our goal has Two parts:

1. Financial: 50% to Presbytery for distribution and 50% to projects which meet needs we value and
involve people more directly

2. Participation: Involve each person in mission work at least one day per year, either through active aid,
prayerful support, phone work, etc; with goal of two days per year the following year, etc.

Specifically:

1. Financial Projects we want to support: Family Assistance Ministry (FAM); Habitat for Humanity;
God’s Hidden Treasures; Faith Trails; Orange County Rescue Mission (OCRM ) Village of Hope;
Children in Need; Heifer International; Peacemaking in Zimbabwe; annual drives

2. Participation Projects: Habitat For Humanity is building next year in SJC and we will have an
active role with jobs for all.

FAM volunteer opportunities:
Gilcrest House (shelter for homeless women and children in San Clemente) Bring food and visit, baby sit;
Robin’s Nest Thrift Shop sales and sorting help; FAM general needs: office help, grant writing, expert aid,;
food, supplies; prepare and serve for special holiday meals

OCRM and Village of Hope, being a presence for our family as well as raise funds for support

FAITH TRAILS: hosting native Americans, driving to activities, providing sack lunches, snacks,
drinks during Swallows Days; web design help, promotion/marketing help — videos, brochures, etc.,
accounting assistance, logo design, grant writers, help to guide a charitable giving campaign; future help
in Oregon; always prayers and support

For all: Prayers are needed

You, our members of the “Small Church with the Big Heart,” have proved your dedication to helping
others. Now we want to focus on the real purpose of our church and follow your lead to make Mission a
primary goal.

VI LLAGE OF HOPE UPDATE:

We are continuing our fundraising projects for Village of Hope. Donations were collected at the Palm
Sunday Brunch. Any funds above the cost of expenses will go toward our pledge for Village of Hope.

Mark Your Calendars

A Progressive Family Barbecue will be held on June 3™ at which time we will be collecting good, useable
clothing for distribution at the Village clothing shop.
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Presbyterian Women Quilt makers

The Presbyterian Women Quiltmakers are busy working on a wonderful patriotic quilt that will be raffled
with the proceeds going to Village of Hope. Watch for the sale of tickets on the patio between services.

The Quiltmakers are Marilyn Johnson, Doris Rinehart, Fran Eagan,
Elizabeth Galbraith, Karen Seapy, Bernie Schwenck and Barbara Ward.

Mark Your Calendar — June 10

Presbyterian Women will host lunch and a fashion show for all mothers and
daughters, nieces, grandmothers, granddaughters and girls of all ages. This is a fun-
filled event that is becoming a tradition here at CPC.

There will be a drawing for an Opportunity Quilt. Watch the church bulletin for
ticket sale dates.

STEWARDSHI P UPDATE by Frances Bucklin, Stewardship
Income analysis for month ending March 31, 2006

General Fund

Budget yearly Budget yr-to-date Income
Pledged $ 363,000 $ 90,750 $ 81,431
Unpledged 32,000 8,000 7,810
Freewill 6,000 1,500 1,051
Total $ 401,000 $ 100,250 $ 90,256
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April 9, 2006
Dear CPC Family,

The last two weeks of February and the month of March
have been a whirlwind. It seems that the calm of January in
our lives and activities was followed by a gust of
opportunities. These have been exciting and something we
never would have thought possible, but God has given us
wonderful times of reunion, teaching and speaking.

Classes at the Reformed Theological Seminary in Papa have been in full swing. The English class
prepared and led a morning devotional time in English for the entire seminary, about 50 people. Leading
a worship service or prayer service in any language means more than just learning the parts of the liturgy
and preparing a sermon. One has to prepare for each of the transitional statements and words of
introduction. Those are the parts that make leading worship for a non-native language speaker
challenging. The four English students selected liturgical components from a Presbyterian church service,
wrote their own prayers and gave a brief homily in English. In order to make the service a time of
worship for everyone, they provided the Hungarian translation on an overhead projector. It was a unique
experience for most. One woman said afterward, “I have never prayed the Lord’s Prayer in English
before.” Worshipping God in another language always makes Tammy and me feel that we are part of
something bigger than just American Christianity. | think that my English students experienced the same.

The Youth Missions Seminar just finished on Friday. We met intensively four times over the course of the
last six weeks. | was challenged as a teacher to make the four hour sessions captivating and engaging.
The student response for this course was noteworthy. Twelve students took part in the seminar. This
was the largest participation in an optional course this semester. These twelve students make up about
one third of the Papa seminary students in residence. Thirteen years ago | conducted a workshop-styled
course based on the same material in the Reformed Seminary in Budapest. The workshop ran three
times lasting a semester each time, but | never had more than 6 students participate in any one semester.
This year in Papa, the course was offered for academic credit, rather than as a workshop. These factors
indicate that this topic has become very relevant in the preparation of pastors, and the theology students
know it. Some of the students will now help me draw together the material we studied and critiqued so
that we can mount it on a website, making the material available to Hungarian speakers all over the world.

In March | spoke at one of the top high schools in Budapest on the topic of Faith and Evolution. | was
invited by one of the religion teachers at that school to speak on this topic during a special schedule day
when students could choose to attend various presentations and lectures. The daughter of a long time
friend attends this school and arranged the invitation, put up announcements and scheduled the speech
for a time slot with few conflicting presentations. The result of her preparation and our prayers was about
150 students and teachers packed into a room for a 45 minute presentation, followed by another 30
minutes of question and answers. The religion teacher also works at a new Catholic radio in Budapest,
so she recorded the presentation for the radio. She also conducted an interview with me afterward. |
was struck by the opportunity God gave me in Hungary. | spoke at a public high school to about a
guarter of the student body about Christian faith and evolution. The presentation was then broadcast on
Catholic Budapest radio along with an interview. In the interview the woman asked me who is Jesus
Christ to me. | had an opportunity to give my testimony. Afterward | thought about the verses in 1% Peter
3:15-16 —“...Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give a reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect....” | thank the Lord that | was ready.

(Continued on Page 6)
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