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Pastor Nominating
Committee
(PNC) Update

Your Pastor Nominating Committee has received over 80 applications from
candidates seeking to become a part of Community Presbyterian Church. The
effort of the committee is now focused on reviewing the pastor information forms
(PIF), checking references and conducting telephone interviews. The goal of this
preliminary screening is to reduce the number of viable candidates to a more
manageable number.

Following this preliminary telephone screening, face to face interviews and
neutral pulpit auditions will be started.

As we enter this interview stage of the process, to keep our expenses down, we
are inviting contributions of frequent flyer miles from the congregation. The miles
will be used to fly pastoral candidates to our campus for interviews. If you can
help with this, please contact a PNC member, or the church office.

Don Mueller, Moderator
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But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father in secret;
and your Father who seesin secret will reward you. Matthew 6: 6

In ancient Israel, the symbolism of ashes was understood to be a
tough reminder of the depth of human sin and the inevitability of
human death. Ashes represented what was burned out and
wasted. It spoke to what was no more. The Christian church
has adopted this traditional emblem of grief and mourning. Ashes
have also been embraced as a muted trumpet to warn us that the
dark days of Jesus’ passion and death are coming.

The Gospel lesson for Ash Wednesday begins our Lenten season with not so much on
what Christians should pray for or what acts of service they should perform, as on the
manner in which they are to do them. This particular verse on prayer is found in the
context of hypocrisy in general. Jesus warns that our almsgiving, fasting and prayer life
could be carried out for an audience other than God. | don't think anyone actually sets
out to be a hypocrite. It is not a planned activity. People are simply drawn into situations
or habits where human approval is their idol, not God. For example, worship that is
offered for our visitors’ pleasure is a form of hypocrisy. Jesus said to be careful that
even our prayers be not for others. Hence, please shut the door.

But there is also a positive side to single-minded worship and prayer. If we pray to God
only, Jesus said that God will reward us. But nowhere does our Lord say what the
reward will be! How odd. Yet it makes perfect sense as we think about it. If we knew
the reward, it wouldn't be the surprising, spontaneous joy that gifts can be.

On Ash Wednesday we enter a period of time when the church reminds us to pray
without audience and without knowledge of any reward. In other words, pray for no
credit or collateral. Go into your closets, if need be, and pray in secret. And God (and
God only knows how!) will bless us.

Will Lent be a journey in prayer for you? Please ask us for aids, devotionals, prayer
books or simply strike out on your own. Maybe you will experience prayer this season
beyond your asking or imagination. | wish meaningful prayer to each one of you. May
you find rewards never anticipated. And, please shut the door.

Charles Svendsen
Interim Pastor

Ash Wednesday, February 25", began
the Lenten Season leading up to Easter
Sunday, April 11, 2004.
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SESSION REPORT Al Jessen, Clerk of Session

There was no Session Report for January in the last issue of The Chimes.

Session met on Feb 17 with 11 elders present. Special requests from Marge Ball and
Bonnie Lyon were presented and were approved by Session. A request was received from Kyle
Gott for Session to consider approval of changing his seminary student status from Inquirer to
Candidate for Ministry. Some elders will meet with him in July before the following meeting of
Presbytery where the final decision is made. Active Membership transfers for Joe & Ramona
Miller to their new church home in Tucson, AZ were approved. CPC rolls now include 247 Active
and 22 Inactive members, a loss of 2 from last month. The communion count for Feb 1 was 198.
Some additional software for improved tracking of church attendance is being purchased.

Interim Pastor Charles Svendsen reported attending a Pastor's Retreat at Malibu,
sponsored by the Presbytery of Los Ranchos. He said the experience was stimulating, refreshing
and renewing. An Ash Wednesday service is scheduled on Feb 25 at 7:30 pm. Lenten
communion services, to be conducted by Pastor Charles or Rev. Jerry Elliott on Mar 1, 8, 16, 17,
23, 29 and 30 are being set up in private homes located in the area of each “flock” as well as in
Villa Del Obispo (to be announced). The Joyful Noize praise band will lead both services on Palm
Sunday, Apr 04. A Maundy Thursday service is scheduled for 7:30 pm on Apr 8. Session agreed
to keep the sanctuary “Open for Prayer” from 9 am to 3 pm on Good Friday, Apr 9. The Chancel
Choir will sing at both services on Easter Sunday, Apr 11. Rev. Dick Duncan will preach on
Sunday, Apr 25.

The March meeting of Session will be a retreat held on Saturday, Mar 20 in the home of
Ken & Judy Ledermann from 1 to 4 pm. Regular business will be transacted plus special attention
will be paid to the Congregational Study Report which contains recommended objectives for each
committee of Session. Inquirer's Classes are scheduled on Mar 14 in the Don & Pat Mueller
home (4 - 7 pm) and on Mar 21 in the Laura Donovan home (6 - 9 pm). A new piano was
purchased by the Friends of Music Fund for the Stephenson Music Room.

The Maintenance Committee is working with Preschool staff to design a replacement for
the top of the bridge in the Preschool front playground. Weather took a heavy toll on the wood
parts of the structure. Session approved a request from the Captain’s Hill Homeowners
Association to hold monthly meetings for their Board of Directors in Fellowship Hall. Jerry Elliott is
a member of that Board. Several Session Committees recommended and Session voted
unanimously to increase the working hours for Jake Werley, Director of Youth Ministry, and Laura
Donovan, Director of Children’s Ministry. This is a testament to the devotion and effectiveness
they have shown to their job and the value of their accomplishments.

Ocean Hills Community Church is experiencing a surge in Sunday morning attendance.
They made an agreement with CPC to rent the unpaved area next to the Youth Center for their
Sunday overflow parking. OHCC resurfaced the lot. OHCC is taking full responsibility for liability
and traffic control and is making effective efforts to reserve the CPC driveway and paved parking
lot for use by CPC alone. Session voted to approve the written agreement and to put the parking
lot income into the CPC Building Fund for use by the Maintenance Committee.

Session voted to grant money to Linda Flatley from the Seminary Fund to help pay for
her final seminary classes. Session voted to approve the concept of recruiting a youth to attend
the one-week Youth Triennium Conference at Purdue this summer. If the CPC candidate is
selected by Presbytery, the cost of participating will be raised outside of the General Fund.

A slate of nominees was drafted and Session scheduled a Called Congregational
Meeting at 10 am on Mar 14 for the purpose of electing the 2004 Nominating Committee.
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A Message from the CPC Mission

Committee
by Julie Boyd

The 2004 Mission Committee met on February 3. Our
goal continues to be to discover a mission that each
member of our church can embrace and embark upon to
share the love of Jesus.

8 One Great Hour of Sharing is coming! This special offering, which supports
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and the
Self-Development of People program, will be collected on Palm Sunday, April 4.
The children will be given offering boxes in March.

8 The Mission Committee and Youth Groups are planning a joint visit to La Casa
de la Esperanza in Tijuana, where we will be sharing our talents, our time, and
our love with the children and staff of that orphanage. Unfortunately, the
originally-planned date of March 6 will have to be rescheduled. Please look for
the new date! If you have questions, please contact our Youth Director, Jake
Werley, who is coordinating this effort.

8 Mark your calendars for Thursday, April 22 at 7:30 p.m., to hear Father Elias
Chacour at St. Mark Presbyterian Church in Newport Beach. Our Mission
Committee is co-sponsoring this event to hear from this priest of Ibillin, a small
Arab village in Israel where Christians and Muslims have lived peacefully for
generations. Father Chacour has been instrumental in educating the people of
the area and encouraging them to live together in peace. His has been awarded
the World Methodist Peace Prize for his efforts and has been nominated three
times for the Nobel Peace Prize. This will be a wonderful opportunity to hear
from an inspirational missionary and peacemaker.

8 The Mission Committee believes charity begins at home — within our church and
in our own community. We are launching a program to support members of
Community Presbyterian Church who may have temporary needs (e.g., due to
health or financial problems), where we can supplement the work of the Deacons
by assisting with small home repair and maintenance projects, yard work, etc.
We are helped with this goal by our cooperative efforts with Family Assistance
Ministries, who assist members of our community with food, counseling, and
financial aid.

What is your mission?
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