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           THE CHIMES 

Monthly Newsletter  of Community Presbyter ian Church 
MARCH 2008 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 
 
Easter is early this year … 
 

Easter Week Schedule: 
 
March 15th Saturday,           — Traditional palming of the sanctuary 9:00 am.  
 come help. 
March 16th Palm Sunday    — Services at 8:45 and 10:30 am.  
           Brunch at 10:00 am (see page 3) 
                                                            One Great Hour of Sharing Offering  
                                                            (see page 4) 
 
March 20th Maundy Thursday   — Evening Communion Service, 7:30 pm. 
 
March 22nd Saturday                  — Help decorate the flowered cross, (see page 5) 
 
March 23rd Easter Sunday,       — Services at 8:45 am and 10:00 am. 
 
 
 

Ot her  March Event s and Act ivit ies 
 
March 5th                                    — Home Communion at the Murray’s  
 (see page 8) 
 
Friday, March 7th,                       — World Day of Prayer, San Clemente  
          Pres. (see page 3) 
 
Friday, March 14th                      — Home Communion at the Beck’s  
 (see page 8) 
 
March 17th Monday                    — PW Dinner Gathering in Fellowship  
                        Hall, 6:00 pm (see page 4) 
 
For PW events see page 6 
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Session Repor t  
 
 Eleven elders met with Moderator Morgan Murray for a Regular Meeting of Session on February 
19. The first business item was to finalize plans for a Session Retreat from 8:30 am to about 2 pm on 
Saturday, February 23, at the Presbyterian Church of the Master in Mission Viejo. Elder Paul Larson will 
lead the retreat where we will discuss “Discovering and Celebrating our Differences.”  
 Elder Marge Ball, Chair of the Stewardship Committee, presented a report indicating the number 
of pledges to the church 2008 General Fund is now 120, with total pledged contributions of $370,737. 
This is comfortably more than the $360,743 used in the approved 2008 Church Budget. The January 
2008 contributions were $24,574, up 16% compared with January 2007. In order to avoid a repeat of the 
financial deficit surprise in 2007, which was not publicly acknowledged until mid-year, Stewardship is 
planning to have quarterly Moment for Stewardship presentations to the congregation in 2008. John 
Turner, our local representative for the Presbyterian Foundation, has been asked to return to CPC with a 
presentation on Endowment Giving. 
 The Pastor’s activities during the past month include leading a Bible study on Ruth 1 for PW 
Circle leaders, and serving home communion to Trudy Emerson, Janet Boucher, Paul & Honey Cassady, 
Vern Tucker, Vera Mansfield and ‘Alba’ at Atria Del Obispo with assistance from Deacon Barbara 
Ferguson and RN Toni Hannum. There were discussions about the reasons so many worshipers 
consistently arrive late for services and about better ways to utilize the means we have available for 
communicating with the congregation. Discussion of the Feb 10 Annual Meeting included reflection on 
the importance of giving due time and respect to differing viewpoints.  
 Elder Paul Larson reviewed the Financial Statement for January 31, 2008 and pointed out trends 
to remain alert for. He provided elders with further motivation to study the Financial Statement each 
month because it can help them to manage their committee functions and budgetary responsibilities. The 
January Statement indicates year-to-date total income of $38,928, total expenses of $33,923 and a 
surplus of $5,005. Paul stated that we should not be complacent over this surplus because one month is 
too short a time upon which to base long-term judgments. A few relatively minor errors were found in the 
2008 Approved Budget but it will not be amended because of them. The Preschool Fund had a financially 
good month in January despite a few classroom vacancies. Competing preschools in this area also 
appear to be suffering from classroom vacancies. 
 Session voted to approve the serving of communion in members’ homes on Feb 18, Feb 28, Mar 
5 and Mar 14. Not all locations have yet been announced. Please sign up on the patio. Session voted to 
rescind a motion which was passed in the December 2007 meeting. The rescinded motion would have 
required our pastor and elders to enforce standards of conduct, defined by two sections of the 
Presbyterian Book of Order, stating that all ordained church officers must live in fidelity within the 
covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness. This was in support of a 
resolution, adopted on November 16, 2006 by our Presbytery, which states that these standards of 
conduct are essential and that our church is directed to comply whether we affirm the resolution or not.  
 Session voted to approve a change in Endowment Fund Committee procedure which will allow 
annual scholarship awards to be delivered to students in a more timely manner. Session voted to 
schedule another Town Hall Meeting after the April 15 Meeting of Session. Session voted to receive the 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday, March 16, instead of on Easter Sunday, March 23. 
Session voted to approve a retreat for Youth Group Counselors and Staff on Feb 22-24 in San Diego, 
and an off-campus activity for the Youth Group on March 14.  
 Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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FELLOWSHI P -  SAVE THE DATE 
 

 Our Annual Palm Sunday Brunch will be held on Sunday, March 16, 
2008 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the  Fellowship Hall. No sign-ups are 

necessary. A freewill offering 
   basket will be available. PLEASE JOIN US.  

     Any questions, call Fran Eagan, 240-6114. 
 
 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 
Church Women United provides us each year with this 
worldwide ecumenical service. This year’s program 
was written by the women of Guyana. They welcome 
us to their part of the world, located in the South 
American continent, but culturally and historically a part 
of the Caribbean region. 
 

DATE:   Friday, March 7th 
PLACE:  San Clemente Presbyterian Church (lower level) 
    Please park on the north side 
          119 N. Avenida de la Estrella 
TIME:     12:30 lunch, followed by the program 
THEME:  God’s Wisdom Provides New Understanding 
QUESTIONS: Call Ruth McLeod 492-5382 

No reservations needed 
 
 
 
 

 

Who’s Missing? 
 
Have you noticed someone hasn’t been in church recently? Give them a call; make 
sure they are okay and ask if the church can be of assistance. If so, share the 

information with the Deacons, Pastor Morgan, or the Congregational Care Elder,  
Don Mueller. 

     We are all in Christ’s service! 
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