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           THE CHIMES 

March 2005 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

 

The Good News is r evealed,  
J esus is r aised f r om t he dead… 

 
 
They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”  She said to them “They have taken 
my Lord and I do not know where they have laid him.”  When she had said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  
Jesus said to her “Woman, why are you weeping?  Whom are you looking for?”  
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  Jesus said to her, “Mary!”  
She turned to him and said in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” 

John 20:13-16 NRSV 

 
Event s and Act ivit ies 
 
March 20 – Palm Sunday:  A brunch will be served following each service 
March 27 – Easter Sunday:  Come join us in the celebration. 
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Session Repor t  
 Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
  
 
Pastor Morgan Murray invited all 
new deacons and elders to a 
supper provided by him at 6 pm 
on Feb 15 in Fellowship Hall. The meal was followed by instruction on the basic 
principles of Presbyterianism, including beliefs (Sovereignty of God, Authority of 
Scripture, Justification by Grace Through Faith, and Priesthood of all Believers); the 
Form of Government (Book of Confessions and Book of Order); and the history of the 
Presbyterian Church. The instruction ended with discussion of leadership in Community 
Presbyterian Church. Several other elders and deacons asked to attend because they 
wanted to hear the presentation. 
 
The Moderator, Pastor Morgan, opened the Feb 15 Regular Meeting of Session with 
prayer with 12 elders present at 7:45 pm. The first business was examination of 11 new 
deacons and elders by the elders from the classes of 2005 and 2006. After examination, 
it was moved, seconded and voted that the new deacons and elders are prepared to 
take their places on the Board of Deacons or Session. 
 
The Clerk reported that annual reports to the Presbytery and PCUSA for the year 2004 
were submitted early to a PCUSA website. CPC membership rolls include 247 actives 
and 15 inactives after the death of Evelyn Brandt on Jan 17. Active and inactive 
members include 166 females and 96 males. Deacons and elders include 18 women 
and 12 men, a representative balance. Average Sunday attendance in 2004 was 124 in 
the early worship service and 81 in the later worship service. Nursery, Sunday School 
and Youth Program enrollment included 104 children and youths with 42 teachers and 
advisors in 2004/2005. Communion counts were 206 for Sunday, Feb 6 and 88 for Ash 
Wednesday, Feb 9.  
 
CPC has had difficulty with internet access for several weeks. It was impossible to send 
e-mail for most of this time and incoming e-mail was blocked for at least a week. This 
seriously impacted the ability of the CPC staff to perform their work in a timely fashion. 
Ken Ledermann will head a task force to identify an on-call network maintenance service 
person and to investigate changing CPC to a Internet Service Provider with a better 
history.          
 
The Finance Committee introduced a modified financial statement which is expected to 
provide all elders with an enhanced understanding of all fiscal data presented to Session 
each month. Session voted to permit new money going to the Pastor’s Housing Fund to 
be used to repay a loan from the Special Offerings Designated Account 453.  
 

Continued to Page 3 
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Continued from Page 2 
 
Session approved five motions from CE and Preschool Committees pertaining to 
Preschool tuition scholarships and scheduling of Youth Group future events. Session 
approved a Mission Committee request to proceed with organizing a Youth Ministries 
fund raiser for Tsunami Disaster Relief through PCUSA or the American Red Cross. 
Session elected Donna Beverly and Dale McLeod to serve as alternate elder 
representatives in 2005, one of whom will attend Presbytery meetings with the Pastor 
any time Elder Representative Frances Bucklin cannot be there.  
 
Session approved use of Fellowship Hall or the Youth Center on May 20 by a visiting 
group from Presbyterian Church of the Valley. They have been overnight guests for 
several years when they annually treat youths to a day at the beach after finishing 
communicant’s class. Session approved a request for use of CPC parking facilities by 
people who park cars there while they are on bus tours run by Marge’s Tours. 
 
 
 

 
STEWARDSHI P UPDATE  by Frances Bucklin 

 
 These are the receipts and budget comparisons as of January 31, 2005: 
 

General Fund 
 

              Budget yearly   Budget yr-to-date   Income   Over/under 
Pledged      $ 320,000          $   26,667          $  26,477     $     -190 
Unpledged            22,000                 2,667                1,912            -755 
Freewill                   6,000                    500                   567                67    
                          ________          _______         _______          ______ 
Total                 $ 318,000          $   29,834         $303,067      $     -878 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember:  Each Presbyterian Church is charged a per capita for 
each reported member.  The amount for CPC for 2005 is $20.60 
per person.  Thank you for assuming your share of these annual 

dues.  A per capita envelope is in the 2005 Offering Envelope 
Packet or envelopes may be found in the pews.  
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Or iginal Resear ch in Pr ayer  
Dynamics 
 
In March we will continue our series on prayer, as well as continuing to meet in our 
prayer workshop on Tuesday mornings and Wednesday evenings.  As I talk with people 
about their experiences in prayer, I have been challenged and encouraged by the way 
they wrestle with the nature and effectiveness of prayer.  We wonder: What are we to 
think when prayers don’t work?  Why is it that sometimes we bring a matter to God in 
prayer and still find that things don’t work out as we had hoped? 
 
In this regard, prayer is more like a scientific experiment than a spiritual exercise.  As 
P.T. Forsythe writes, “Prayer is to religion what original research is to science.”1  When a 
science experiment is conducted, the student first begins by considering how to conduct 
it, and then develops a hypothesis — or educated guess — about the experiment’s 
result.  Developing a hypothesis is critical because it becomes the benchmark against 
which the final result is measured.  When the hypothesis and the result match, we know 
we’re on the right track.  When they differ, well, that’s when the real learning starts! 
 
I find the idea of prayer-as-original-research to be wonderfully refreshing.  It reminds me 
that prayer is as much about learning as it is about accomplishing.  Thus, there is no 
such thing as failure.  In my praying — even the praying that doesn’t seem to be working 
— there is an opportunity to learn more about myself and my motivations, as well as 
learning more about God’s ways and God’s intentions.   Maybe I need to wait on God’s 
timing.  Maybe God is accomplishing His purposes but I just don’t see it yet.  Maybe the 
time I spend in relationship with God through prayer is doing something far more 
significant in me than any answered prayer could do.  Many things could be happening, 
but the one thing that isn’t happening is nothing.  That is where the discovery happens. 
 
But as with all great discoveries, such things are usually collaborative efforts.  We need 
the community of faith to help us discern what is happening when our prayer 
experiments seem to be failing.  I hope you will join us for one of the prayer workshops 
we are doing together on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. and Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. in the 
CE room.  Together, we think about the ways to view prayer differently, make prayer a 
habit, and reflect on the challenges to our prayer work.  Imagine if CPC came to be 
known as “One of the Premier Research Facilities for the Advancement of Prayer” in the 
world! 
 
Are you ready to put your lab coat on? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 As quoted in Richard Foster’s chapter on prayer in Celebration of Discipline (HarperSanFrancisco: 1978). 
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