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           THE CHIMES 

JUNE 2004 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

 

PNC Pastor Nominating Committee Update 
 
Your Pastor Nominating Committee is pleased to announce it has unanimously selected a final pastor 
nominee.  
 
In accordance with Presbyterian Book of Order procedures, on Sunday, June 6th the candidate will be 
here to preach in a single, combined service at 10:00 am. Immediately following the service there will 
be a congregational meeting. 
 

·  Pastor Charles will moderate the congregational meeting 
·  PNC will give background information into the search process. 
·  PNC will present additional information on the candidate and the terms of the pastor’s call. 
·  There will be opportunity for you to ask questions 
·  A written ballot vote will be taken at the meeting 

 
A detailed information packet on the candidate’s background and experience will be mailed to the 
congregation on June 1st. 
 
Saturday afternoon, June 5th there will be an opportunity for the congregation to meet the candidate at 
an informal open house. Time and place will be provided with the June 1st information packet.  
 
 
 
 
Dates to Remember 
 

·  Pentacost offering   May 30th 
(See article page 8) 

·  Pastor Nominee Meet & Greet June 5th. 
·  Only one service (10:00 am)  June 6th   

(followed by congregational meeting). 
·  Youth Sunday    June 13th. 
·  VBS (Lava Lava Island)  June 14 – 18th.  

(See flyer page 9) 
·  Father’s Day    June 20th. 
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“The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace 
of Egypt.’  And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.”                       

Joshua 5:9 
 
 
Gilgal   – the name means “rolled away.”  Moses was 

dead. The people of God were on the march into the Land of Promise.  
Under new leadership in Joshua, the Israelites celebrated their first Passover.  
The daily manna ceased and it was time to plant crops.  The people had 
begun to settle into their new home. Former times and places were “rolled 
away” at Gilgal.  A new day was at hand. 
 
So, too, in our church at San Juan Capistrano.  As I write this article. the words of our guest preacher 
on May 16th ring in my ears, “Do not fret - - - - - -trust in the Lord.”  The Rev. Laura Seapy Crihfield 
was reminding us of David’s words in Psalm 37 that God indeed has a good future for us. 
 
Like Israel of old, we will soon have new leadership.  Egypt is behind.  The Land of promise is before. 
 
If you are like me, questions will pop up.  What will that good future look like?  Who will be leading us?  
Will things be like we had them before? To these concerns and more, Laura graciously comforted us 
with the Psalmist’s promise, “I have been young, and now I am old, yet I have not seen the righteous 
forsaken.”  You see, the truth is that life may change and the future may be different, but God will 
always be present.  For the Christian, the future is in the abiding and faithful presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
Gilgal – the past is “rolled away.”  And the present will soon be past.  But God in our blessed Lord 
Jesus Christ abides.  We are to “fret not  - - - - - - - and trust in the Lord.”  What a promise.  What a 
comfort. 

Charles Svendsen 
Interim Pastor 

 
To our Friends at CPC: 
 
Please join our family in CPC Fellowship Hall on June 19, 2004 from 
6:30 pm to 9:00 pm to help celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of our wedding.   

 
Dinner will be served. 
 

Please RSVP to Nancy Wermers 
949-582-2373 or 

nancywermers@sbglobal.net 
 

Valerie and Al Jessen 
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Session Repor t  Al J essen, Cler k of  Session 
 
 A Called Meeting of Session was attended by 7 elders on May 2 at noon. Five youths 
requested CPC membership after completing Communicants Classes with Jake Werley and their 
mentors. They presented their Statements of Faith, answered three standard questions from 
Pastor Charles, and Session voted to receive Megan Beck, Amanda Gilson, Katie Lanni, Chris 
Powers and Jennifer Powers as members of CPC. The new members were presented to the 
congregation on Sunday, May 9.   

 A Called Meeting of Session was attended by 11 elders on May 12 at 7:30 pm to 
hear a report from the Pastor Nominating Committee. The PNC, through Chairperson Don Mueller, 
recommended holding a Called Congregational Meeting to follow a single, combined 10 am 
worship service on Sunday, June 6, for the purpose of a Congregational vote to call a candidate 
to serve CPC as Installed Pastor beginning in August. Next, Elder Mueller presented the PNC 
recommended “Terms of Call” for the candidate. Finally, Elder Mueller presented a “Letter of 
Intent” which is a promise from Session to the candidate that CPC will provide additional housing 
assistance by a significant contribution to his/her down payment on a home under a “shared 
equity” agreement with CPC. Session approved all three recommendations unanimously. After 
accepting the “Terms of Call,” the candidate, chosen unanimously by the PNC, will preach from 
the CPC pulpit for the worship service on June 6.  

 The Regular Meeting of Session was attended by 13 elders on May 18 at 7:30 pm. 
Three people from the Inquirers Class arrived to request membership in CPC. After they described 
their journeys to CPC and read their Statements of Faith, Pastor Charles read the three standard 
questions and Session voted to receive Marci Shindler, Kimberly Muller and John Muller as CPC 
members. These new members are to be introduced to the congregation on May 16. The rolls of CPC 
now include 258 Active and 22 Inactive Members. The communion count for May 2 was 209 (plus 
children). The Clerk read several letters containing various requests from members and the 
community, most of which were approved by Session. One request was referred to the Finance & 
Property Committee.  

 Three motions from the CE Committee were passed by consent of Session. A motion to 
add several new tasks to the work already assigned to the CPC cleaning service was passed by vote. 
This will complete a program for keeping up the appearance of CPC facilities while holding the cost 
below previous years. A request for a fund raiser to purchase a dish sterilizer for the kitchen, to 
replace the one which CPC was leasing, was approved. This might be in the form of a small 
rummage sale.  

 After private conversations with the chosen candidate, the PNC brought to Session 
some minor changes in the “Terms of Call” and “Letter of Intent” for approval and Session concurred. 
Session voted to immediately launch a fund drive to collect donations which will be used to boost the 
current balance in the “Pastor’s Housing Fund” to make it possible for CPC to assist the Installed 
Pastor with a substantial contribution to the down payment on a suitable home in a local community. 
In exchange, the candidate pastor will sign a “Shared-Equity” agreement with CPC. This procedure is 
common in our Presbytery because of highly inflated real estate prices in this area. 

 The paid hours for Laura Donovan were increased from 20 to 25 per week. Evaluations 
of staff members are being conducted by the Personnel Committee. The Preschool Open House, a 
big success, was attended by 99 percent of Preschool families. Summer Preschool is full. Teacher 
Recognition Sunday will be on June 13. The “Medieval May” event was a huge success, raising about 
$6,000 for Youth Summer Camp and the Youth Summer Mission Trip to Louisville, KY. Amanda 
Gilson and Megan Beck have been raising money for their trip to attend the PC (USA) Youth 
Triennium at Purdue University.  

 The One Great Hour of Sharing offering raised $3,476. This will be distributed by the PC 
(USA) national organization. A Pentecost Offering will be received on May 30. CPC will send forty-
percent of the Pentecost Offering to support mission work in the Ukraine organized by Nita Hansen, 
who spoke to the congregation about that work recently. The remaining 60-percent share will be 
distributed by the PC (USA) national organization.  
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Continuing is our series of the Disciples: 
Andrew 

I am Andrew.  My brother Simon and I are fishermen.  
We came from Capernaum on the north end of the Sea 
of Galilee. 
 
Some time ago, I heard a man named John speak, and 
was so taken with what he had to say that I began to go 
wherever he was speaking.    He began baptizing those 
who followed him, and I joined them also.  John was a 
powerful speaker and when he told us about God, I just 
knew that he was telling the truth. 
 
One day he was speaking and baptizing in the Jordan 
River when a stranger arrived on the shore.  John 
immediately announced that this man was the Messiah 

that we had been seeking.  This man, Jesus, was baptized in the river, and when he 
came out of the water, a white dove came down from heaven towards his head.  John 
said that it was a sign from God that he was telling the truth about Jesus. 
 
I began to follow Jesus, and to listen to what he had to say about God.  And everything 
he said convinced me that he was, as John had told us, the one we’ve been waiting for. 
 
I was so excited that I convinced my brother Simon to come and hear Jesus.  Then I 
introduced them, and Jesus invited Simon to join us. 
 
I sat at the Passover table with him on that last night.  And he washed my feet.  I have 
never felt so humbled.  And I was in the garden when the soldiers came for him.  And I 
was with the others when he appeared to us after we all believed that he was dead. 
 
John the baptizer was right.  Jesus was the one sent from God to be our savior! 
 
 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE   By Frances Bucklin 
 These are the receipts and budget comparisons as of April 30, 2004: 
 Operating Fund 
              Budget yearly   Budget yr-to-date   Income   Over/under 
Pledged      $ 290,000          $ 96,667          $92,605      $ -4,062 
Unpledged            22,000               7,333              9,311          1,978 
Freewill                   6,000               2,000               1,348           -652    
                          ________          _______         _______     ______ 
Total                 $ 318,000          $106,000         $103,264     $-2,736 
  
Facilities Fund 
            Budget yearly   Budget yr-to-date   Income   Over/under 
Pledged              $ 35,000             $11,667        $10,343    $   -1,324 
Unpledged               3,000                 1,000              517             -483 
                            _______              ______        ______    ______ 
Total                    $ 38,000             $10,860       $ 10,860   $    -1,807 
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Community Presbyterian Church Welcomes New Members 
 

Last fall, the young people shown above each chose to become part of the 
communicants’ class of 2003-2004.  They each selected a mentor to assist them as they 
explored their faith.  These adult sponsors met with their students for an introductory 
weekend in the mountains, bible study, group discussions and individual sessions.  The 
students and their mentors are (l-r) Katie Lanni (Mentor – Susan Howit), Amanda Gilson 
(Mentor – Marjorie Ball), Megan Beck (Mentor -Lorna Collins), Chris Powers (Mentor – 
Jake Werley) and Jennifer Powers (Mentor – Susan Trant).  At the end of their months of 
preparation, each of the students made a decision to confess their faith and to join the 
church.  They met with the session and presented their statements of faith.  The session 
voted unanimously to accept them into full membership of the church.   
 

Two of the students, Chris and Jennifer, had not previously been baptized, so in 
addition to being introduced to the congregation as new members, they were baptized 
during the worship service on May 9.  They were joined on this special occasion by their 
parents, families and mentors.   

 
In addition to the communicants, we have also had four others join the church 

this month. They are Marci Shindler, Kimberly and John Muller and Ken Rager 
 
 
 

 

Please welcome these, our 
newest church members, into the church family of Community Presbyterian church. 
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