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           THE CHIMES 

JULY - AUGUST 2004 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

 
We at Community Presbyter ian Church are proud to 
announce … 
 
By vote of the congregation on June 6, 2004, we have called the 
Reverend Morgan Murray to be Solo Pastor for Community 
Presbyterian Church starting in August of 2004. Morgan has accepted 
our call and with his family will be moving to our area shortly. For 
more details see the article on page 2. 
 
 
PNC Pastor  Nominating Committee  
 
June 6th was a jubilant day for Community Presbyterian Church. We are blessed to have the 
Murray family become such an important part of our ministry.  And, we are looking forward to a 
long and fruitful relationship as the baton is passed to Pastor Morgan. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire PNC for their absolute dedication to this 
church. Because of their devotion to CPC the commitment to find the best fit of Pastor and 
Congregation was unwavering. The PNC would also like to thank all those in the congregation 
who stepped forward with airline tickets, relocation assistance, financial advice, professional 
referrals for Veronica, temporary housing, baby sitting, and all those treats for our meetings, et 
cetera.  
But there is more work to be done.  We need to get temporary and permanent housing in place, 
get the Pastor’s office ready for move-in, help with Veronica’s professional relocation, and build 
the Housing Fund. 
 

Don Mueller, Moderator 
Important Dates to Remember:   
 

·  July 4th Independence Day 
·  July 11 thru 17th – Mid-High Students Summer Camp at 

Calvin Crest 
·  July 25th Farewell Party for Tom Flannery and Pastor 

Charles to be held at CPC (details to follow) 
 
Mark your calendars 
 



The Chimes  July – August 2004 
  Page 2 

 
 

 
 
 

Morgan Murray Self-Bio 
 
My name is Morgan Murray. I am a native Californian from Fresno and I strongly believe you 
can’t make fun of Fresno unless you’re from there. After graduation from U.C. Berkley, I 
experienced that God had closed every door to ministry except one that led to inner city 
Hollywood, where I failed miserably as an urban missionary, But, I grew to love the City, love 
the Presbyterian Church and, most importantly, to love Veronica (the one who was actually 
good at urban ministry). Veronica received her Masters Degree in Occupational Therapy from 
USC in 1996. She now works as a therapist in the Deer Valley Unified School District. I received 
my Masters of Divinity from Fuller Theological Seminary in 1998 and am the Associate Pastor 
for Desert Hills Presbyterian Church in Scottsdale, Arizona. I am currently pursuing a Doctor of 
Ministry degree at Fuller. Veronica and I have two sons: Aidan, three years old; Liam, sixteen 
months. And, we can’t forget Belle the Big Black Dog! The entire Morgan family, including Belle, 
is looking forward to living where every plant in our yard isn’t trying to hurt us! 
 

***** 
 
Update… As the Chimes goes to print, we have just received word that the Murray’s have 
sold their home in Arizona. Their last day at the Arizona church is July 18th.  
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Session Repor t    Al J essen, Cler k of  Session 
 

  
There was a Called Congregational Meeting on June 6, following a combined 

10 am worship service in which a candidate selected by the PNC, the Rev. Morgan 
Murray, preached for the congregation. The purpose of the meeting was to vote on the 
Terms of Call for the Rev. Morgan Murray to serve CPC. The congregation voted 
unanimously on printed ballots to approve the Terms of Call for the Rev. Morgan Murray 
as Pastor for CPC beginning August 1. It was also voted that the PNC should be 
reconstituted as the Pastor Support Committee, to serve for one year. 

 
 Eight elders met with Moderator Svendsen on June 15 for a Regular Meeting of 
Session. The Session passed motions from the CE Committee to schedule several 
Youth Program activities. Session approved two new Adult Education programs, a “flick 
fellowship” to view and discuss video programs once a month beginning in July, and a 
series of six weekly talks by the Rev. Jerry Elliott on the topic of “Principles of Bible 
Interpretation,” beginning in September. Session approved two motions from the PNC 
for the “Shared Equity” plan using money from the existing Pastor’s Housing Fund. The 
PNC reported that their expenses were $4,559 and their balance is $3,641 before a final 
obligation of about $500 which was approved tonight. Session approved formation of a 
sub-committee, including Elders Bucklin and Lenahan, and others, to plan and start a 
campaign to raise additional money for the Pastor’s Housing Fund.  
 
 Session approved two motions from the Worship Committee. Session approved 
setting up a sub-committee to consider a policy about Preschool scholarships for 
children of staff members.  Session voted to remove the canvas roll-down curtains which 
protect Sue’s Porch from inclement weather, since they violate the OC Fire Code 
because they are not fireproof. Replacement with fireproof material was considered, but 
postponed because of the high cost and low frequency of use.  
 
 CPC membership rolls include 258 Active and 22 Inactive Members after 
Session approved Active Membership for Marci Shindler, Kimberly Muller and John 
Muller on May 18. The communion count on June 6 was 325. The Clerk reported that a 
motion from Personnel Committee to accept Tom Flannery’s resignation effective July 
31 was approved, with regret, by a vote of the elders by e-mail and telephone. This 
motion also included formation of a sub-committee to immediately begin searching for 
one or two persons to fill the vacated positions of Contemporary Music Director and 
Choir Director. This committee includes Elders Don Boyd and Jane Heath, plus 
members Virginia and/or Don Miller, Don Seapy, Tom Lanni, Anne Larson and Church 
Organist Judy Richter, with Pastor Charles ex officio. The first meeting was held June 14. 
More meetings were scheduled June 21 & 28. Volunteer substitutes are available until 
the positions are filled.  
 
. (Continued to page 4) 
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Session Report (Continued from page 3) 
 Pastor Charles will continue the “Pastor’s Bible Class” and “Care and Share” 
activities through the end of July. The schedule after August 1 will be announced by 
Pastor Morgan Murray. Pastor Emeritus Bob Schwenck will preach and perform 
baptisms on June 27. Executive Presbyter Rev. Steve Yamaguchi will preach on July 11. 
An installation service for Pastor Murray will be planned, conducted and announced later 
by Los Ranchos Presbytery officials. 
  
 Eleven Mid-Highs signed up for summer camp at Calvin Crest from July 11 to 17. 
Bibles were distributed to students completing fifth grade. Sunday School Teachers, 
Assistants and Mid-High Advisors were recognized on Youth Sunday, June 13, when 3 
graduating seniors spoke from the pulpit. Jay Dalton was recognized for his performance 
as a Logos volunteer 
 
Session voted to name him as “Honorary Deacon for Logos” for the 2004/05 Logos 
season. VBS decorations will be kept in the sanctuary for the June 20 worship services 
and leis will be given in recognition to all fathers for Fathers Day.    
 

The Mission Committee reported that $1,400 was received in the Pentecost 
Offering. Sixty % of this offering is forwarded to PC(USA) for distribution. The 40% share 
which CPC distributes will be sent to “God’s Hidden Treasures,” a PC(USA)-approved 
mission project in the Ukraine. This project is exclusively for children with disabilities, in 
poverty or with missing parents. A donation of $300 from friends of Bob & Bernie 
Schwenck was sent to the San Onofre Elementary School where it was used to provide 
a picnic for children of military families, most of whom have a parent serving in Iraq.  
 
 Inquirers Classes are scheduled at the Mueller home (on Sept 19) and Laura 
Donovan’s home (on Sept 26). A going away celebration for Tom Flannery and Pastor 
Charles is scheduled on July 25.  
 

Congratulations 
Graduates     
 
Those who attended Sunday 
services for Youth Sunday on 
June 13th were treated to hear 
from our three high school 
graduates shown here.  
Left-to-right are Diarmid Flatley, 
Heather Forquer and Andy 
Forquer. 
 
Diarmid Flatley graduated from Capistrano Valley High School and is planning to attend 
Saddleback looking for a career in music. Diarmid shared an original piece of guitar 
music during the Sunday services displaying his talent in both his composition and 
performance. 
 
Heather and Andy Forquer both graduated from St. Margaret’s and are off to college in 
the fall. Heather is bound for the University of Pennsylvania to study Bioengineering. 
Andy will be attending the University of Washington. 
 
Our prayers, hopes and best wishes go with each of these three graduates as they enter 
into the larger adult world. 
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Message from Outreach  
 
ON CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

 
Our conditions for church membership are only what you see in the 
New Testament – which is that the local church is made up of a 
body of baptized believers. 
 
We ask every prospective member two questions: 
  

Have you personally trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior? 
 

Have you been biblically and publicly baptized?  
 
Every prospective new member joins our church in one of three ways:   
 

1. Profession of Faith – For those who have not been baptized or professed their 
faith in Jesus Christ and who wish to profess their faith in Jesus Christ. 

 
2. Certificate of Transfer – For those who are members in good standing in 

another Christian church which will send a certificate of transfer. 
 
3. Reaffirmation of Faith – For those who have been baptized and were active in a 

church but were unable to secure a letter of transfer. 
 
 Adult membership classes are held at least three times per year and are led by our 
clergy with help from the session members and staff. The classes help explore the basic 
faith of Christians, Presbyterian history and government, worship and the commitment of 
membership. New member classes are held on two consecutive Sunday afternoons and 
are each two hours in length. One gathering concludes with a dinner and the final 
meeting will celebrate your joining with a dessert. The new members are received into 
membership after meeting with the Session and will be formally introduced to the 
congregation the following Sunday morning. 
 

Larry Strong – for the Outreach Committee 
 
 
 

Seminary Graduation  
 
On Sunday June 13th Linda Flatley was presented with 
a beautiful Celtic green clergy robe by the 
congregation in recognition of her graduation from San 
Francisco Theological Seminary with her Master of 
Divinity degree. Linda is currently looking for a call in 
the Southern California area to begin her ministry. 
 
Congratulations Linda 
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PRESBYTERIANISM 
              By Tom B. Stephenson 
 
 Welcome Rev. Morgan Murray and family from all of us in your new Church Family.  We 
hope you enjoy rose thorns and Russian thistles after your time with Saguaros and 
cacti!  

To assist you in your new duties and for our newer members and friends, let me 
summarize the policy guidelines set forth by session for all of our communications; be 
they newsletters, bulletins, bulletin boards, broadsides or posters! 
 
All information displayed or distributed by any of the above communication media shall 
meet at least one of the following criteria: 

1. The material shall promote personal commitment to Christ and His mission. 

2. The material shall encourage the congregation in its Biblical foundation. 

3. The material shall pertain to matters of the Presbyterian Church USA (local, 
regional or national) and its mission and outreach. 

4. The material shall encourage the congregation to consider important church 
issues by impartially presenting all sides. 

5. The material shall inform the congregation of upcoming activities, actions of 
Session and its committees, and the work of the Deacons. 

No information displayed or distributed by any of the above communication media shall 
contain a personal attack, jeopardize the CPC non-profit mail privilege or tax status, nor 
advertise or endorse goods or services. 

Material for display or distribution may be submitted by anyone in the congregation 
through the church office or the Communications Committee. 

Latest Revision 

Approved by vote of session December 17, 2002 

 
 I am delighted to welcome you and your family to our Church community! 
 
 
 

Youth News 
 By Jake Werley 
 
Youth Groups continue to meet during the summer:  

·  Senior-High meets each Sunday 6:30-8:30 pm  
·  Mid-High on Wednesdays from 4:30-6:30 pm.   

 
Senior High Mission trip to Louisville is planned from July 3rd through 9th and Mid-High 
Camp at Calvin Crest July 11th through the 17th. 
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Children’s Ministries 
 Laura Donovan – Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
VBS – Lava Lava Island was a great success. One hundred five children attended the 
week long event. If you saw the presentation at church on June 20th, you will know a 
wonderful time was enjoyed by all.  
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Here are a few pictures taken 
during the event. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A special thank you to all 
those who made this event 
such a success. 
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Farewells 
 
Director of Music  
 
If you have not already heard the news, Tom Flannery our Director of 
Music for the past several years will be leaving us at the end of July. 
Tom and his family are moving to Kentucky. His directing skills, both 
with the choir and “Joyful Noize” praise band, his wonderful guitar and 
voice, and personality will be sorely missed here at CPC.  
 
Tom you’ll sure be a hard act to follow! 
 
 
A “Music Director Search Committee” has been formed. Members 
include Elder Don Boyd, Elder Jane Heath, Virginia and Don Miller, Tom Lanni, Anne 
Larson and Judy Richter. The committee is searching for someone to serve as a new 
Contemporary Music Director and Choir Director (one or two positions). If you know of 
anyone who may be interested, please pass the information on to a committee member. 
 
 

Interim Pastor 
 

 
Rev. Charles Svendsen, as interim pastor, has guided this 
congregation in our two year search for a permanent 
pastor. With his help, we have successfully negotiated the 
many steps and avoided many of the pitfalls of pastor 
seeking. Now with the completed call of Rev. Morgan 
Murray, we must bid farewell to our Interim pastor. Rev. 
Charles will be moving on in August to his next call to aid 
another church just beginning their search.  Charles, our 
thoughts, prayers and best wishes go with you. We know 
your new church will be blessed by your presense, just as 
you have blessed us. 
 

 
 
 
With both Rev. Charles Svendsen - Interim Pastor, and Tom Flannery - Director of Music, 
leaving us at the end of July, plans are now underway by the Fellowship Committee for a 
combined farewell party to be held on the church upper patio and lawn area on Sunday, 
July 25th. Flyers will be sent out to the congregation with more information as it becomes 
available. 
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