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  CPC Youth Mentoring Program Underway 
 

 
 
Five of our youth and their mentors have embarked on a journey of sharing and learning 
about each other and their faith that will result in the opportunity for the youth to become 
members of the church this spring.  This is a serious commitment of time and fellowship 
for everyone involved.  In November, to launch the program, the confirmation class and 
their mentors shared a weekend retreat in the mountains.   
 
Those participating are: Jennifer Powers and her mentor Susan Trant; Chris Powers and 
his mentor Jake Werley, Director of Youth Ministries who is coordinating the program as 
well as participating; Megan Beck and her mentor Lorna Collins; Katie Lanni and her 
mentor Susan Howit; and Amanda Gilson and her mentor Marjorie Ball.  (For the retreat 
weekend, Terri Treemarcki-Beck substituted for Marjorie who was unable to attend.)  
Please be in prayer for all the participants in the program that it will be a spiritually 
enriching experience for everyone.  (A very special “Thank You” to the Eagans for 
making their cabin available for the weekend.) 
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In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 
came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?   

For we have observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.”       Matthew 2:1,2 
 

Although we often associate the story of 
the Magi coming from the East bringing 
gifts to the infant Jesus with the events 
of Christmas, it more properly describes 
the wonders of Epiphany.  The season 
of Epiphany begins January 6 and will 
conclude seven Sundays later with the 
beginning of Lent.   The coming of the 
Magi to Jerusalem inaugurates a series 
of lessons whose theme is the opening 
of the gospel beyond Jewish boundaries 
and a reminder of the worldwide mission 
of the Church.  Epiphany (“dawning”) is 
about mission. 
 
These Magi were on a mission to find 
and worship a newborn king.  Might we 
learn of mission in our own day from 
their character? These wise men were 
priestly sages from Persia, experts in 
astrology and the interpretation of 
dreams.  Among their characteristics, 
three attributes come to mind. First, the 
Magi were sincere and persistent in their 
search for the baby “born king of the 
Jews.”  We might suppose that they 
would have been veteran, sophisticated 
travelers, but what is striking is their 
candor, openness and almost naivete in 
their search.  They march right up to 
Herod and inquire of a rival king!  How 
also can we be candid, open and even 
naive?  Isn’t that the nature of a student?  
As we begin this year together at 
Community Presbyterian Church (CPC), 

we ask ourselves what new books, new 
classes or new experiences will we be 
candidly, openly and (yes) naively 
searching out? 
 
Secondly, throughout their journeys, the 
Magi are patiently guided by God.  It is, 
first, a star in the East and then a text in 
Micah that leads them to their goal.   
When the time comes for them to leave 
Bethlehem, they are warned in a dream 
not to return to Herod.  They search with 
a purpose and yet they are directed 
each step of the way by a divine hand.  
Certainly we at CPC learn from our 
Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)!  
Our PNC has been prayerfully searching 
and yet we know that we will not 
stumble onto our new pastor as if by 
accident. We will be led.  Each member 
of CPC needs to cultivate prayerful 
guidance, too. 
 
And lastly, the Magi’s worship and 
giving are marked by great joy.  Indeed, 
delight is an attribute of the wise men’s 
demeanor.  How we need to learn from 
those ancient searchers today!  Worship 
and giving are to be joyful and delightful.  
It is a privilege to serve God in our 
Presbytery and Congregation in 2004.  
Let’s mark it with continued celebration.  
Like the Magi, let us at CPC be 
“overwhelmed with joy” this Epiphany. 

 
 

Charles Svendsen,  
Interim Pastor 
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SESSION REPORT    
Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
 

There was a training class for new 
elders and deacons at 6:30 pm in Fellowship 
Hall on December 16, attended by 7 of the 11 
new officers. Three of the missing people held 
office previously. The new elders and deacons 
were elected for 3-year terms in the 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 
14. New elders include Frances Bucklin, Don 
Boyd, Susan Grulkowski, Jane Heath and 
John Hourian. New Deacons include Phil 
Estrada, John Hawkins, Margaret Mahoney 
and Ann Krieger. Anne Larson was re-elected 
to serve a 3-year deacon term after serving a 1-
year term. Barbara Ward was re-elected as 
deacon to fill the unexpired year of Bob Myers’ 
term. Also, Megan Beck was elected as a 
deacon-in-training for a 2-year term to replace 
Tencha Enriquez, who resigned because of her 
health. Megan can become a deacon after she 
becomes a church member. The training was 
conducted by Pastor Charles Svendsen. 
 A Joint Meeting of Elders and Deacons 
held in Fellowship Hall at 7:00 pm on December 
16 was attended by 10 elders, 7 deacons, 4 new 
elders, 5 new deacons and 3 others. The first 
order of business was examination of the new 
officers by the Session. All the new officers 
passed examination and were approved to be 
ordained and installed during worship services 
on January 11. A discussion of matters of 
mutual interest to the Session and Board of 
Deacons followed. The deacons provided 
refreshments. The deacons then retired to their 
own meeting in the C E Room.  
 The Regular Meeting of Session began at 
7:40 pm in Fellowship Hall. The Moderator 
welcomed the new elders. Four people who 
attended recent Inquirer Classes were present to 
request membership. They described their 
backgrounds and their desire to belong to this 
church, then each read a Statement of Faith 
prepared by themself. The Moderator asked each of 
them to answer several traditional questions about 
faith and commitments. Session voted to approve 
Larry Strong, Margaret Strong, Tim Reeder and 
Jake Werley as new members of CPC and 
welcomed each of them. They will be received by 
the congregation on Sunday, 12/21.  
 
 

 A required Session review of 
membership attendance and contributions led to 
reinstatement of two former members to Active 
status, moving one member from Inactive to 
Active status, moving thirteen members from 
Active to Inactive status and removal of six 
Inactive members as of December 16. Including 
two recent deaths and four new members 
accepted tonight, church rolls include 246 Active 
and 22 Inactive Members at the end of the year 
2003. The communion count was about 195 for 
services on 12/07. 
 Session postponed voting on the 
Proposed Budgets until January because there 
are a number of expected pledges which have 
not been turned in yet. The current Proposed 
General Fund Budget totals $496,562 (vs. 
$511,000 for 2003) and the Proposed Building 
Fund Budget totals $53,250 (vs. $38,400 for 
2003). Early December pledge totals were 
$247,000 to the General Fund (vs. $268,000 last 
year) and $31,300 to the Building Fund (vs. 
$32,100 last year). The main cause of the 
decrease in Proposed General Fund Budget and 
the increase in Proposed Building Fund Budget 
for 2004 is a contract for a cleaning service 
which started in December to take care of our 
facilities. Previously, this was done by a staff 
custodian whose salary, benefits, tax and 
insurance were paid out of the General Fund.  
 Session elected Bob Bucklin to another 
term as Treasurer. Session will nominate the 
other Corporation Officers to serve again in 
2004. Session re-elected Frances Bucklin as 
Presbytery Commissioner for 2004 along with 
alternates Dale McLeod and Jane Heath. 
Frances Bucklin was also re-elected as 
Seminary Support Elder for Linda Flatley. Al 
Jessen was re-elected as Clerk of Session for 
2004.  
 Session scheduled the Congregational 
Annual Meeting and Potluck Lunch for noon on 
Sunday, January 25 in Fellowship Hall. 
Approved budgets will be distributed and 
Session Committee Reports will be given at this 
meeting. Election of Corporate Officers will take 
place in this meeting as well. Session 
Committee chairs will be named by Pastor 
Charles in January.  
 Pastor Charles praised their work and 
thanked the elders who are leaving after 
completing three years on Session as of this 
meeting: Nancy Powers, Eric Tolles, Nancy 
Wermers and Paula Zintl.  Frances Bucklin 
completed a one-year term and now begins a 3-
year term.    
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A New Year’s message  
from the CPC Mission Committee 
 
Marie Toland, Executive Director of Family 
Assistance Ministries in San Clemente, has declared 
Community Presbyterian Church to be “the church 
with the biggest heart in Orange County.”  We 
recognize that part of our mission consists of 
“demonstrating God's love in acts of service” and 
“being Christ's hands in reaching out to others.”  We 
try to live these words by carrying out our mission in a 
very personal way.  Among our recent activities:     Mission – Helping Hands 

§ Nineteen CPC members traveled to Costa Mesa on September 6, hitched up their 
tool belts, and worked all day (alongside the new homeowners) on a multiple-family 
dwelling under construction by Habitat for Humanity.  We have been invited to return 
for another construction workday on January 17, 2004.   

§ On October 25, Tom and Barbara Lanni hosted a gourmet fundraising dinner, 
prepared and elegantly presented by the Presbyterian Women and the Fellowship 
Committee, and co-sponsored by the Mission Committee and Youth Groups, to raise 
money to support La Casa de la Esperanza (literally a "House of Hope"), a 
Presbyterian-sponsored ministry of love to orphaned, abandoned, and abused 
children in Tijuana.  This gala event was a smashing success, epicureally and 
financially, with a total of $4,000 contributed to support expenses and future joint 
projects at the orphanage.   

§ Twenty CPC members participated in the South Orange County Hunger Walk on 
November 16, and raised from their sponsors more than $3,600 to be used directly 
for the needs of deserving families who are in temporary financial distress.   

§ CPC members contributed 140 “Turkey Bags,” filled with non-perishable food and 
household supplies, to Family Assistance Ministries in San Clemente.  These bags 
were delivered to needy families who attended their Annual Community Pre-
Thanksgiving Feast on November 26.  Several families from CPC volunteered to 
serve food at the feast, and enjoyed sharing their dinner with the families in need.   

§ The traditional CPC “Angel Tree” inspired the collection of hundreds of gifts for 
needy children in our area from CPC members, collected by Family Assistance 
Ministries and distributed to families in need at a community Christmas Party on the 
Saturday before Christmas.   

§ We are arranging to send several hundred copies of the New Testament to a prison 
ministry in Ghana whose pastor has sent out an urgent plea for bibles.   

As we enter a new year, as in the past, we will continue to observe our church’s mission and 
“walk the walk” by serving individually, contributing financially, and encouraging spiritually, 
those in need.  We are a compassionate and generous congregation - the church with a big 
heart.  Praise the Lord.   

David Ludwig – Mission Committee 
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Introduction to the Disciples – Continued from last month  
 
Matthew 

 
My name is Mathew.  I came from the town of Capernaum on the Sea of 
Galilee.  I was one of the most hated men in all of Israel.  Well, my 
profession was one of the most hated. 

 
You see, even though I was Jewish, my job was to collect taxes for Rome.  To most of my 
fellow Jews, I was considered a traitor.  The way that I made my own living was to collect 
more than I was required to by the Romans.  Whatever I collected beyond what I had to turn 
over to my bosses was mine to keep.  It would have been very hard not to take as much as I 
could.  And I was pretty good at my job. 
 
But then I met Jesus.  He told me about a new life that could be mine by following him.  It 
would mean giving up everything that I had done in my life before I met him.  Once I decided 
to follow him, I could never turn back.  I lost all of my old friends as well as my means of 
earning a living. 
 
Yet, when I realized that Jesus was offering me freedom from all of the scorn and frustration 
I was experiencing in my old life, I didn’t’ wait a moment to say “Yes!”  I was afraid that he 
might change his mind.  I really couldn’t believe that he wanted someone like me to be his 
friend! 
 
I vowed to restore to anyone I had wronged the extra money I took and I invited friends to 
come and hear Jesus.  I wanted everyone to know the joy that I had found with him. 

 
 Thomas (Didymus) 

 
My name is Thomas and I come from Galilee.  I am a twin, so I have often 
had to be sure that people really wanted me and not my brother.  Jesus, 
though, wanted me.  He chose me out of all of those who came to listen to 
him to be one of his twelve closest friends.  I followed him and helped him, 
but mostly I learned from him.   
 

I also witnessed wonders and miracles.  I was at the house when our friend Lazarus was 
raised from the dead.  Now I consider myself a thoughtful man.  A skeptical man.  If 
someone else had told me the story, I probably wouldn’t believe them.  But I was there.  
Lazarus was truly dead.  Yet I watched in amazement as Jesus touched him and brought 
him back to life. 
 
After Jesus was dead and buried, some of his other followers told me that they had seen 
him.  I was certain that they were mistaken, or seeing what they wanted to see.  But then 
this man came to me.  As much as I wanted to believe that it was truly Jesus, I could not let 
myself be fooled.  So I asked to see the wounds on his body.  To my amazement, he not 
only showed them to me but offered to let me touch them.  At that moment I knew that it 
really was Jesus, my friend and teacher.  Some think that I doubted the truth that he taught.  
I never doubted his words, only the impossible truth – that he lives! 
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