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           THE CHIMES 

FEBRUARY 2007 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

 

The Lenten Season Begins – Ash Wednesday 
 
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. It occurs forty-six days before Easter, but Lent is nevertheless 
considered forty days long, because Sundays are not counted as days of penance. It falls on a different 
date from year to year, according to the date of Easter. It can occur as early as February 6 or as late as 
March 10. In 2007 Ash Wednesday is February 21st. 
 
During the Ash Wednesday service, the minister blesses the worshippers and marks the forehead of 
each participant with black ashes, in the shape of a cross. The symbolism echoes the ancient Near 
Eastern tradition of placing ashes on one’s head to signify repentance before God. 
 
 “Remember, man, that you are dust 
  And unto dust you shall return.” 
   From Genesis 3:19 
 
The ashes are traditionally prepared by burning palm leaves of 
the previous year’s Palm Sunday Service and mixing them with 
olive oil as a fixative.  
 
In the Roman Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday is observed by 
fasting, abstinence (from meat), and repentance – a day of 
contemplating one’s transgressions. 
 
 
 
 

Events and Activities 
 
Sunday Feb 11  All Church Potluck and Annual Meeting 12-noon Fellowship Hall 

Wednesday Feb 14  Valentines Day 

Monday Feb 19  Presidents Day 
Wednesday Feb 21  Ash Wednesday 6:00 pm Soup Supper and 7:30 pm Service 
Friday Feb 23, 4:30 pm through Sat Feb 24, 5:00 pm  Youth 30-hour famine 
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Session Repor t  Al J essen, Cler k of  Session 
 
Pastor Morgan and seven elders met in the CE Room at 7:00 pm for a Regular Meeting of Session on 
January 16, 2007. One elder arrived late and two elders were excused. Session received and accepted 
the resignation of Elder Walter Trant, class of 2007. 
 
Three persons appeared before Session to request CPC membership: Kristen Tetherton and Victoria & 
Doug Banning. They attended the January 7 Inquirers Class along with Bonnie Kimm who could not 
appear tonight. The three candidates conferred with two or three elders each, to discuss their Statement 
of Faith and their interest in CPC. The Session voted to accept Kristin Tetherton, Victoria Banning and 
Doug Banning as active members of CPC. They increase the membership roll to 231 Active and 19 
Inactive Members. The new members were invited to the Pastor’s home for pizza on Friday night, and will 
be introduced to the congregation on Sunday, Jan 21.  
 
Past-Elder Frances Bucklin appeared before Session to make a final report on contributions received in 
2006 and on the status of the current stewardship campaign. Contributions for 2006 included $341,431 
pledged, $31,774 unpledged, and $5,837 freewill for a total of $379,042. Pledged income was up 10.8 
percent and total income was up nearly 6.2 percent in 2006 as compared to 2005. Total pledges received 
for 2007 are $314,216, which are down 15 percent from 2006, but additional pledges are expected to 
come in this month. 
 
Session voted to approve installation and ordination of the new elders and deacons who completed the 
Pastor’s training class on January 6. The Pastor assigned elders to Session committees as follows: 
Tammy Ause and Lillian Whitney - Discipleship co-chairs for Children’s and Youth Ministries; Darlene 
Elliott - Nominating; Joanne Fraze - Communications; Nancy Powers - Preschool; Gregory Reid - 
Finance & Administration; Larry Strong - Building & Grounds; Terri Beck - Worship; Kathy Whitley - 
Mission; and Paula Zintl - Personnel. Stewardship and Outreach Committees have no elder currently 
assigned. There are three vacancies on Session, one in each class. Session elected Gregory Reid as 
2007 Church Treasurer and Al Jessen as 2007 Clerk of Session. Larry Strong was nominated as 2007 
Corporate President. All other elders except Nancy Powers agreed to nomination as 2007 Corporate 
Vice-Presidents and were approved as signers for CPC checking and investment accounts. Al Jessen 
was nominated as 2007 Corporate Secretary. Corporate officers, except the Treasurer, will be elected by 
the Congregation at the Annual Meeting on Feb 11. Session approved persons to count and report on 
cash contributions received in 2007.  
 
Pastor Emeritus Bob Schwenck and Pastor Morgan Murray officiated at a memorial service on Jan 6 for 
Jerry Derfelt, a past member of CPC. Bob Schwenck officiated at the wedding on Jan 15 of Frank and 
Annette Bishoff. Frank is a past-member of CPC. Pastor Morgan, Intern Mike Bautista and Deacon Mary 
Cushman served home communion to Trudy Emerson, Vera Mansfield and Dolores Snell on Jan 9. Mike 
started his internship at CPC on Jan 8. He will assist Pastor Morgan in many ways during the week and 
in Sunday worship for the next six months. Judy Richter, Mike Bautista and Gwen Forquer will be filling in 
for Jerome Healy, Director of Music, who was granted a 3-week leave of absence and a week of paid 
vacation.  
 
Session will present a motion to the Congregation for a vote on changing CPC By Laws to reduce the 
number of deacons elected each year from five to four. Session voted to approve contracting with the 
Allen Organ Company to replace the failing loudspeakers of our wonderful Allen electronic organ for a 
cost not to exceed $7,500. A concert to raise part of this money was suggested. Session voted to 
approve use of the CPC parking lot by patrons of Marge’s Tours during January through April.  
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PW Ash Wednesday Soup Supper 
 
An Ash Wednesday Lenten Soup Supper will be 
provided by the Presbyterian Women on 
Wednesday, February 21, 2007 at 6 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall. There is no charge for the dinner. 
However, donations will be gladly accepted. 
 
 

 
 

TV Ear s Ar e Here! 
 
We now have ten TV Ears headsets in the Deacon's Room. Folks 
can check them out as needed. If you or someone you know has 
difficulty hearing but would like to be improve their enjoyment of our 
services, please contact a Deacon in advance so arrangements can 
be made. We were happy to see Dave Willett attending church 
recently utilizing his own TV Ears! Now that he can understand what 
is being said, perhaps he’ll be back to his old schedule. 
For additional information on this product, check out the website for 
TV Ears: www.tvearsdirect.com.  
 
 

Af r ica,  Anyone? 
 
 For several years, our Presbytery of Los Ranchos has had a sister-
to-sister relationship with the Presbytery of Limuru in the Presbyterian 
Church of East Africa. 
 Teams of people have gone from our presbytery to Africa to dig 
water wells, work on buildings and other projects, and more importantly, to 
forge bonds of Christian love between African and American Christians. 
Teams of African Christians have come from there to here also, for the 
same important purpose. 
 This year for the first time, there will be two teams, one of them a 
medical team led by Dr. Colette Cozean from Geneva Presbyterian Church 
in Laguna Woods. The main focus of the medical team will be training people who give basic medical 
services at clinic sites. Doctors, physicians’ assistants, nurses, and laboratory technicians are needed. 
 The other team, comprised of 30 adults, families and youth will relate to Kenyan congregations 
through education, fellowship and prayer, and will help to prepare for the opening of a new orphanage. It 
will led by Rev. Tom Cramer, Associate Pastor at Geneva Church. 
 I have further information for anyone interested. 
 
Jerry Elliott 
jelliott38@cox.net 
493-4986 
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The Pastors of Community Presbyterian Church 
 
Part 4 of “ The Chimes”  history project.   
 
This month we look into the many Pastors, Assistant Pastors and Associate Pastors who have served at 
Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan Capistrano since its beginning in 1919 to the present day. 
 
1919 Franklin B. Joselyn – Before there was a church or a building, the Rev. Joselyn traveled the sharp 
curves and narrow road between Laguna Beach and San Juan Capistrano to conduct services at 
Woodman Hall on alternate Sundays.  
 
1920 Paul G. Stevens – Rev. Stevens was instrumental in organizing the church and led the meeting in 
Woodman Hall to petition to become the San Juan Capistrano Community Presbyterian Church.  
 
1920 Guy W. Wadsworth – Both the Rev. Paul Stevens and Dr. Guy Wadsworth, president of the 
Church Extension Board served as supply ministers for the fledgling church. 
   
1921 Abram H. Burkholder – Dr. A. H. Burkholder was called to serve jointly the Laguna Beach and San 
Juan Capistrano Churches. During this period, the El Camino Real site was purchased and the original 
church built. Eventually in August of 1923, the Laguna Beach Church decided it could support a full time 
pastor and Dr. Burkholder asked to be released from service to San Juan Capistrano. 
 
1924 Louis Tinning – Rev. Louis Tinning was called by the church as stated supply until July 1925, 
when he received a call to the Lomita Church. During his ministry, the first evening services were started. 
 
1925 Hugh McNinch – Dr. McNinch was called to serve the church as the 
first regular pastor on January 14, 1926 and stayed for ten years. The 
manse and first addition to the original church were built during his ministry. 
He retired to become the first Pastor Emeritus of the church in 1936. 
 
Several pastors served during the war years and shortly thereafter. 
However I can find very little information on them. Perhaps our members 
can fill in some blanks in the records. 
 
1936 Albert N. Parks Jr. –  
 
1941 Lee Osborne Scott –  
 
1943 William Spiers Middlemass – Under the leadership of Dr. Middlemass the remodel of the 
sanctuary was undertaken, including the step from chairs and heavy curtains to  modern pews, a wood 
paneled chancel and the addition of the pulpit, lectern and altar table containing the beautiful carving of 
the Last Supper. 
 
1947 Andrew L. Janssen –  
 
1948 Kenneth S. McLennon –  
 
1951 Charles C. Griffin D.D. –  
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1955 Robert B. Bannister – On a cold morning in December of 1955 fire 
broke out in the Christian Education Room. Thanks to the alert observance of 
a neighbor boy and the quick response of the San Juan Fire Department the 
damage was kept to a minimum. Rev. Bannister later wrote, “The disaster 
proved out to strengthen the church in many ways. With prayer, hours of 
extra service, and larger gifts, repairs were made.” 
 

 
 
1960 Dr. William C. Loper – Rev Loper PhD ministered to the congregation through 
the 1960s and served as pastor for both the fiftieth anniversary of the Sunday 
School and the Community Presbyterian Church move from the El Camino Real in 
downtown San Juan Capistrano to the present church location on Del Obispo (the 
outskirts of town) in 1968.  Then in 1970, Dr. Loper requested to be released from 
service at CPC to take up a teaching position at Claremont College.  
 
 
 

 
1971 Robert L. Schwenck – Rev. Schwenck came to CPC after serving 
churches in Granada Hills, Escalon, and Playa del Rey. “Bob” Schwenck 
retired at the end of 2001 and was named Pastor Emeritus.   
 
Several Assistant and Associate Pastors joined Bob in serving the church; 
Chris Lenocker in 1978, Steve Marsh in 1982 and Wayne McKibbin in 1985. 
 
During his tenure Bob also made several pulpit exchanges to other 
countries, inviting other pastors to our church, Rev. James White from 
Scotland in 1993 and Rev. Ernie Trask from New Zealand in 2000.  

 
 
2001 Charles Svendsen – Rev. Svendsen served as interim pastor until 2004 and 
guided the congregation through the intricate process for selecting a new permanent 
pastor. 
 
 
 
 

 
2004 Morgan Murray – In August 2004, our current pastor, 
Rev. Morgan Murray became the Resident Pastor after 
serving as Associate Pastor for Desert Hills Presbyterian 
Church in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
 
 
 
Next month – History of the Windows 
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