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           THE CHIMES 

FEBRUARY 2006 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

Focused Living Ret r eat   
 

·  Explore God’s Unique Shaping in Your Life 

·  Clarify your life values 

·  Understand how God’s shaping of your life 
has prepared you for unique influence and 
impact on the kingdom 

·  Discover how God’s work in your life relates 
to His work in the lives of other people from 
your church 

·  Grow deeper in your ability to encourage and 
support other leaders in our congregation 

·  Develop a Statement of Personal Calling that 
articulates Biblical mandates, personal values 
and a personal calling statement 

 
Retreat Schedule: 
 

·  Friday Evening — February 10th 6:30pm to 10:00pm   
·  Saturday — February 11th 9:00am to 4:30pm 

 
We will meet in Fellowship Hall. The cost is $20.00 and includes Participant Workbook and Saturday 
lunch. 
 
The retreat is limited to 77 participants.  You can pick up a registration form at the Focused Living 
Information Table on Sunday mornings between services or from the church office during the week. Fill 
out the registration form and return it as soon as possible to assure your place in this life-transforming 
retreat event.  
 
 
Other February Dates to remember: 
Valentine’s Day, Tuesday, February 14th. 
President’s Day – Monday, February 20th. 
Annual Pot Luck Luncheon and Congregational Meeting, Sunday, February 26 
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Session Repor t   Al Jessen – Clerk of Session 
 
 Three new elders and 7 continuing elders met in Fellowship Hall at 5:45 pm with Pastor Morgan 
on Tuesday, January 17 for a new officer training class. The class began with a buffet supper, provided 
and prepared by Pastor Morgan and Veronica. The agenda included discussion of the new structure of 
Session (umbrella committees and ministry teams); elders’ roles (budgeting process, authorization of 
expenditures and personnel reviews); Session protocols (meeting agendas, motions and committee 
reports); and the larger work of elders (discernment, servant leadership, worship participation and serving 
of communion). At the conclusion, the continuing elders voted approval for installation of the new elders.  
 Thirteen elders attended the Regular Meeting of Session under the Moderator, Pastor Morgan 
Murray, at 7:40 pm on January 17 in Fellowship Hall. The Pastor previewed the scripture passage to be 
used for the sermon on the Sunday, Jan 22. No home communion was served in January. A “Time of 
Recommitment,” observed in January, 2005, will be celebrated again in February, 2006. All elders were 
urged to participate in the Focused Living Retreat which comes up February 10 & 11. The Pastor 
attended a 3-day retreat making plans for the Focused Ministry process. Focused Ministry events were 
approved by Session for May 5 & 6, Sept 9, Oct 14 and Nov 18. The December Leadership Retreat date 
has not been set.  
 The Annual Pot Luck Luncheon and Congregational Meeting was scheduled for noon on Sunday, 
February 26. Session approved a slate of Corporate Officers to be nominated for election during the 
Congregational Annual meeting. Session reports and the approved budget for 2006 will be presented and 
the Pastor’s Call for 2006 will be voted upon.  
 The Session elected Gregory Reid as Treasurer for 2006 and Al Jessen as Clerk of Session for 
2006. Session approved check signers and cash counters for 2006. Session adopted an official policy for 
staff expense reimbursement. Session approved a change in the apportionment of General Mission 
giving for 2006.  
 Session voted to schedule a block of time at the March Meeting of Session for a presentation and 
discussion of Mission recommended goals and direction. Session voted to schedule a block of time at the 
April Meeting of Session for a presentation and discussion of Outreach recommended goals and direction. 
Session voted to change the starting time for all future Meetings of Session from 7:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  
 The Worship Committee announced receipt of a gift of money to purchase of a second screen 
and projector so people on the chancel platform can view the same presentations that the congregation 
now can see from the pews.  
 A contract for use of church property by SJC Head Start will expire June 30, 2006. The original 
fee was $1000 a year plus their share of utilities which were billed to CPC. SJC Head Start officials were 
asked to renegotiate the contract if they plan to remain here beyond that date.  
 An SJC occupancy permit for the temporary buildings which make up the Youth Center is 
scheduled to expire in July, 2006. A Task Force including John Hawkins, Don Mueller and John Hourian 
will begin planning for replacement with a permanent facility, and will negotiate with the City for an 
extension to continue use of the Youth Center until a permanent replacement is available.  
 Elders were given an announcement for Presbyterian Education and Communication Event 
seminars to be offered on February 25 at Trinity Presbyterian Church in Santa Ana from 8:30 am to noon. 
All Presbyterians are invited. Brochures will be coming out soon with seminar details. 
 Pastor Morgan and Youth Director Jake Werley will offer a confirmation class for all high school 
students. The Youth Fund Raiser is scheduled for April 29, 2006. 
 Current CPC rolls include 234 active members (73 men & 161 women) and 26 inactive members 
(8 men & 18 women). The January 1 single Sunday worship service served communion to 133 persons. 
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Visit ing Village of  Hope 
Report from Mission Committee 

 
 Orange County Rescue Mission, a local agency you are contributing to, provides housing and 
support for hurricane victims and area homeless individuals and families.  You gave $5,000 to totally 
rehabilitate and create a lovely apartment for a homeless family. You will have other opportunities to 
contribute to the $3,000 we need to pay annually to support “our” family and apartment as they get back 
on their feet through care and rehabilitation programs provided by the OC Rescue Mission.   
 Development is well underway on land and buildings given the Mission in Tustin military base. 
This will house the Mission’s offices, medical, dining, rehabilitation, etc. facilities in addition to 192 beds in 
family suites and single individuals’ dorms. 
 This is an ongoing, permanent project for good that you are part of. Our church will establish a 
personal relationship with “our” family as soon as they move in, and discover how we can help further. 
Some members of of your Mission Committee visited the site and were very impressed! If you would like 
a tour or more information, just let us know.  We will keep you posted with the progress and how you can 
help further. 
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PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER RELIEF  
 
 PDA has been very challenged this year and responded to all.  Your donations have supported 
work along the Mississippi Gulf Coast-- with volunteer teams from across the nation pouring into the area 
to help people through search and rescue, debris removal, cleaning houses, and now reconstruction.  
Your funds have purchased supplies and equipment and other aid. 
 In Central America and Mexico recovery plans and operations are supported by your donations to 
PDA.  In Pakistan we have worked with Church World Service to immediately respond from warehouses 
of pre-positioned supplies.  One Great Hour of Sharing gifts are also supporting that response. 
 For the West Virginia Mine Accident churches all around the area have provided spiritual care and 
support to the community and to other clergy who have been with the families of victims. 
  
 Community  Presbyterian is truly a church of generous people who earned our title of  
“ Small church, big heart” ! 
 
Mission Committee 
 
 

Kilimanjaro Quest 
 
 A big thank you to everyone who came to 
church Sunday evening, January 8, to hear John 
Turner tell of his journey last summer to Africa to 
climb Kilimanjaro in order to raise funds and awareness of hunger in Africa.  These dollars are used to 
fund health-related programs in Africa, the first project being a water well in Kenya.  His photos illustrated 
both the climb and the great need for clean drinking water. 
 An offering was taken at the conclusion of the program to support the Kilimanjaro Quest.  A total 
of $1440 was raised by this congregation!  What a joy to participate in this ongoing mission!  Thanks 
to everyone who was a part of this great gift.  
 And, thanks to Presbyterian Women, who supported this journey, sponsored the program and 
provided the delicious dinner. 
 
 

STEWARDSHI P UPDATE  by Frances Bucklin, Stewardship 
 
 Income analysis for month ending December 31, 2005 
 

General Fund 
 

              Budget yearly    Budget yr-to-date    Income    
Pledged      $ 320,000            $ 320,000           $ 308,031      
Unpledged            32,000                  32,000                42,254       
Freewill                   6,000               6,000                      6,709          
                          ________                  _______                  _______          
Total                 $ 358,000                  $ 358,000               $ 356,994      
 
In 2005 we had one hundred twenty six pledges (126) totaling $322,080.  For 2006 we have, so 

far, one hundred thirty five (135) pledges, totaling $362,080.  Thank you all for your generous support. 
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A St ewar dship Sampler  
 
 Does the name “Evelyn Brandt” seem familiar? Evelyn was 
ninety-nine when she passed away on January 17, 2005. When her 
husband, Carl retired from his job in Los Angeles, he and Evelyn 
moved to San Clemente. After Carl’s death Evelyn sold their home 
and moved to the mobile home park on Alipaz. When she grew more 
fragile, she lived, for a while, in the assisted living facility next door to 
the church, then, as her health declined, into a board and care facility.  
 Evelyn was a long-time member of this church, and remained 
a faithful contributor, even when she could no longer attend worship. 
Our deacons brought home communion to her, and helped her with 
her business affairs when she needed assistance. Prior to her death, 
she established an endowment with the church.  When she died, her 
estate first went to her elder sister, Dora, who was then 104. 
 

 
“Friends of Music” Receive Endowment Gift  

 
 Upon the death of her sister this past October, the remainder of the Evelyn’s estate, some 
$100,000, reverted to this congregation to be used as Evelyn had directed. She really appreciated the 
choir, and the music they provided, so her bequest is for “Friends of Music.” Previously, the choir had to 
raise extra funds to hire extra musicians for concert performances. Now, for the first time, thanks to the 
endowment, there will always be additional funding to help provide for special musical events.   
 Thanks be to God for Evelyn Brandt’s faithful stewardship in this congregation! 
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The Meaning of  t he Cr oss 
Larry Strong, 

Outreach Committee 
 

 We have a beautiful white cross adorning the entrance to 
Community Presbyterian Church. It has recently been painted, thanks 
to two generous members of the congregation. The cross is not only a 
beacon and landmark for our church, but the symbol itself has 
tremendous significance in our lives. Keep in mind that the cross which 
held God’s Son was set on a hill shaped like a skull. The message of 
the cross stands above our intellect. 
 
CHRIST’S SUFFERINGS WERE FOR ALL OF US 
 When we read the four Gospels and the account of Christ’s 
suffering, we remember that Jesus chose to die for you and me. In the 
words of an old hymn: 
 

At the Cross, at the Cross, where I first saw the light, 
And the burden of my heart rolled away, 
It was there by faith, I received my sight 
Now I am happy all the day! 
 

THE CROSS IS THE CHRISTIAN LOGO  
 There is no symbol more identified with the Christian faith than the Cross. The strange thing about 
the cross is that it has become popular in our world even beyond the church. Charitable organizations 
and honorary fraternities have adopted it. There is the Red Cross, White Cross, Blue Cross and Victoria 
Cross. Some church buildings are built in the shape of the cross, and the cross today may be found in 
some unexpected places. 
 
THE ORIGIN OF THE CROSS 
 The Greek word which translates to our English word “cross” is “stauros.” Thayer’s lexicon defines 
“stauros” as: an upright stake, a pointed one. Upon such, malefactors were nailed for execution. Both the 
noun and the verb “stauros“ - to fasten to a stake or pole -  were originally distinguished from the 
ecclesiastical form of a two-beamed Cross. The shape of the latter had its origin in ancient Chaldea and 
was used as a symbol of God, the T in its most frequent form (St. Anthony’s cross, the Jesuit symbol). 
With the crosspiece lowered, it was adapted to stand for the cross of Christ.  
 
WHAT IT MEANS FOR US 
 Remember, Jesus died on the cross for you, and the scripture says that you’ll never be the same 
once you have been to the cross: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new”. 
 The Resurrection follows the cross. The death of Christ was not the end. Jesus Christ was 
resurrected. What about you? Have you been to the cross and really opened your heart to Jesus Christ?  
 
 We hope that our newly painted Cross will remind you of what the cross means. 
 
The following page is a poem provided by Larry Strong  
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We have a cross that you can see 
 A simple reminder for me 
  Of the fact that I am a Christian 
   No matter where I may be. 
 
It’s not for identification 
 For all the world to see      
  It’s simply an understanding  
   Between my Savior and me. 
 
It reminds me, to be thankful 
 For my blessings day by day 
  And strive to serve Him better 
   In all that I do and say. 
 
It’s also a daily reminder  
 Of the peace and comfort I share 
  With all who know my master 
   And give themselves to His care. 
 
So, the White Cross that I see 
 Reminding no one but me 
  That Jesus Christ is the Lord of my life  
   If only I’ll let Him be. 

 
 
 

Pr esbyt er ians Respond 
Jerry Elliott reported on ongoing aid through Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
 
 In its largest single response to aid survivors of 
Mississippi Gulf Coast hurricanes, the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) launched a “Biloxi Building Blitz” the week after 
Christmas to repair homes damaged by the storms.  
 More than 500 volunteers, some coming from as far 
away as Ontario, Canada, participated in the Blitz which was 
organized and coordinated by the Presbytery of Mississippi. 
Repair activities focused on homes in Biloxi, East Biloxi, Bay St. 
Louis, and Long Beach areas.  

Volunteers in force served the Biloxi area during the week 
following Christmas. Photo: Nicole LaCour Young 
 

 Beginning December 28, teams of volunteers spent seven days replacing or repairing roofs of 
more than 60 homes and making other repairs to make the homes habitable again.  
 
 “We’ve been here four months, and we expect to be here for years to come, but this will be our 
most concentrated effort to date,” said Pastor Mark White, manager of the PDA’s Volunteer Village camp 
in nearby Orange Grove.  
 
(Continued to Page 8) 
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