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More than two thousand years ago wise men set out on a journey to find a king. What
they discovered was so much more. The Christ Child, the living spirit of God made
manifest in human form sleeping in a manger. The Word was coming into the world and
that world would be forever changed. They kneeled reverently and presented the gifts
they had brought.

Today, under the leadership of our new pastor, Morgan Murray, Community
Presbyterian Church continues the journey as we again celebrate the birth of Jesus into
our world and into our hearts. We as a church community also have gifts, talents and
insights to bring to the Christ Child. During this Christmas Season let us also remember
to kneel reverently and present our gifts at the manger.

For unto us a child is born

Unto us a son is given
Isaiah 9:6

May your holiday season be filled with happiness, peace and joy.
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Worth The Weight fKOM Tj’[@

By the time you find yourself reading this,

we will already be well into Advent. If T%TO
your experience is anything like mine,

this is a familiar experience. It seems we always find ourselves constantly playing “catch
up” with the Advent season — so much so that by the time December 25" rolls around
we're glad just to have it over and done. With all the stated and unstated expectations

placed upon as during the holiday season, Advent feels less like something to celebrate
than something to survive.

Advent, like its sibling season Lent, is intended to be a season of penitence and
preparation. It's a time not for ramping-up and overachieving, but for slowing down and
contemplating. Scripture readings during the Lenten season always emphasize the long
wait that preceded the arrival of the One called Emmanuel, “God with us.” The prophet
Micah speaks of Bethlehem as the seemingly insignificant spot from which the one “born
to rule Israel” is to come, but Israel would have to wait 750 years for this promise to be
fulfilled. This is a sobering thought for us moderns who get impatient over the time it
takes to microwave a snack.

Because it is a time of waiting and of making room in our hearts for Christ to enter in
anew, Advent is intended to be a time of heaviness. My favorite hymn of the season is
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,” which is in fact rather dirge-like and sung in a minor
key:

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded,

For with blessing in His hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.

This is a different kind of demanding than we are used to during the holidays, but itis a
demand that somehow fulfills us and causes us to want to fulfill it. This baby for whom
we have waited so long is indeed great cause for celebration, but His arrival is to make
significant demands upon our lives — demands far greater than mailing the cards on time
and finishing the gift shopping before Christmas Eve. It is a weight, however, far easier
to bear than the ones we place upon ourselves to be totally “with it” during the holidays.
Even during this Advent season we can remember that Jesus invites us saying, “Come
to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.’

Let us encourage one another to wait, and to bear the weight, of this great and
wondrous Advent season. If we do, we can fully expect to encounter the coming King in
a way that is profoundly meaningful and satisfying. In other words, we may actually get
the Christmas for which we have desired so long — maybe the one we've hoped for our
entire lives.
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