
The Chimes  December  2007 
  Page 1 

           THE CHIMES 

DECEMBER 2007 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 
 

I can not find my way, there is no star 
In all the shrouded heavens anywhere, 

And there is not a whisper in the air 
Of any living voice but one so far 

That I can hear it only as a bar 
Of lost, imperial music, played when fair 
And angel fingers wove, and unaware, 

Dead leaves to garlands where no roses are. 
 

No, there is not a glimmer, nor a call, 
For one that welcomes, welcomes when he fears, 

The black and awful chaos of the night; 
For through it all—above, beyond it all— 
I know the far-sent message of the years, 

I feel the coming of the Light. 
 

Credo – Edwin Arlington Robinson 
 
  Only in the darkest places, 

  When hope seems all but gone 
  And promise is hidden from view 

     Only when overcome with fear and doubt 
      Hiding from truth 
       Alone and exposed 
        Can the angel’s whisper be heard. 

 
That is the promise of Christmas. 

 
December Special Days 
 
Sunday Dec 2nd.     Family advent Gathering 3:30 pm. (see page 3) 
Saturday Dec 8th.   Christmas Progressive Dinner (see page 3) 
Monday Dec 10th.  PW Bible Study with Pastor Morgan (see page 9) 
Sunday Dec 16th.    Town Hall Meeting at CPC, 11:45 am. (see page 4) 
Monday Dec 24th.   Christmas Eve Service 5:30 & 7:30 pm. (see page 10) 
Tuesday Dec 25th.  Christmas Day 
Monday Dec 31st.   New Years Eve Service 7:30 pm. 
Tuesday Jan 1st.     New Years Day 
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Session Repor t    

 There was a Called Congregational Meeting on Nov 11. The first piece of business was a vote to 
amend the CPC bylaws, reducing the total number of elders on Session from 12 to 9. The reason given 
by Session for the reduction was the difficulty the Nominating Committee has in obtaining four elder 
nominees each year. Concern was expressed by congregation members that a small Session places too 
much power in the hands of a small number of elders, and that it would interfere with structuring Session 
committees and assignment of elders to these committees. The motion was tabled by a vote of the 
congregation. There will be an open discussion about maintaining or changing the number of elders at 
the Town Hall Meeting scheduled for 11:45 am on Sunday, Dec 16. A light lunch will be provided. Voting 
on this issue can be conducted during the Congregational Annual Meeting on Feb 10, 2008. 
 The second piece of business in the Nov 11 Congregational Meeting was election of new elders 
and deacons. The congregation voted unanimously to elect a slate of elders and deacons nominated by 
the 2007 Nominating Committee. Those elected as elders for a term of three years in the class of 2010 
were Marge J. Ball, Paul Larson, Luanna Rugh and De Trenbeath. Don Mueller was elected as an 
elder for a term of one year in the class of 2008. Those elected as deacons for a term of three years in 
the class of 2010 were Barbara Ferguson, Nan Fryer, Pat Mueller and Debbie Tunget. Jackie 
Brubaker was elected as a deacon for a term of one year in the class of 2008. All new elders and 
deacons are invited to a supper and training class to be led by Pastor Morgan at 6:30 pm on Monday, 
Jan 14, 2008, one day before the first 2008 Meeting of Session. 
 Eight elders met with Moderator Morgan Murray on Nov 20 for a Regular Meeting of Session. Also 
attending (without vote) were two elders-elect (Paul Larson & Don Mueller), three members of the 
Finance Committee (Pat Mueller, Fran Eagan & Rich Maxey), Frances Bucklin (Co-chair of the 
Stewardship Committee) and Jake Gilbertson (Director of Youth Ministry). Jake gave a report on 
advances achieved in youth programs, both in attendance and in the depth of devotion. About 50% of 
youth participants are young people affiliated with other churches or with no religious affiliation. Jake and 
his staff are working on ways to close the gap between mid-high and senior-high youths.  
 Frances Bucklin reported that contributions to CPC continue to run higher than in earlier months 
this year. The total of 2008 pledges already received has reached the total pledged for 2007, even 
though quite a few 2008 pledges have not yet been turned in. It would appear that the job of the Finance 
Committee to create a budget for 2008 may not be as difficult as was perceived two or three months ago.  
 Session discussed Session Committee Structure for a 9-elder group, information about which was 
requested during the Nov 11 Called Congregational Meeting. Session will prepare and distribute a report 
to the Congregation before the Dec 16 Town Hall Meeting. At this time, there is not a consensus within 
Session on whether there should or should not be a reduction in the number of elders.  
 Session listened carefully to concerns of the Finance Committee regarding directions and 
constraints which they perceived they were required to work under to create the 2008 budget. Session 
assured them, by its discussions and votes on two motions, that they should proceed using good 
business practices, beginning from a zero-base, and should target a specific percentage of budgeted 
income to be allocated for total staff cost, as recommended by Presbytery. 
 Session voted to extend Laura Donovan’s employment as Director of Children’s Ministry on a 
month-to-month basis, with a reduced schedule of 15 hours a week, beginning Jan 1, 2008.  
 Session, after a review of attendance and giving, moved 23 active members to inactive status and 
removed 10 inactive members from membership. Session also removed 3 active members at their own 
request. These votes change CPC membership rolls to 196 active plus 30 inactive.  Communion was 
served to 167 persons on Nov 4. 
 An anonymous donor will pay for upgrades to the sanctuary sound system with changes to 
amplifiers, equalizers, feedback suppressors and speaker cabinets.  
 
         (Continued on Page 3) 
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