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           THE CHIMES 

MAY 2007 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

 

Homes for Heroes 
Excerpts from an article by Joan Dolan Ziegler 
 

Today it’s only a dirt lot in San Juan Capistrano. But next year, this dirt lot will be a neighborhood. 
With homes, yards, trees, a small park and — most importantly — families.  

The transformation will happen in the traditional Habitat way as families, volunteers, donors, and 
the entire community come together to build twenty-seven new homes right here in the new Calle 
Rolando neighborhood in San Juan Capistrano. 

But this neighborhood will be very different from any other neighborhood. Fourteen of the homes 
will be marketed to combat-disabled veterans and their families, or to surviving families of veterans who 
have given their lives for our country. 

Habitat for Humanity of Orange County is the first Habitat affiliate in the United States to build 
homes for veterans. It is hoped that this pilot program will provide a framework for other Habitat for 
Humanity affiliates around the country to build homes for veterans in their communities. 
 
How can CPC Help? 

On Wednesday, April 4th, a meeting was held at CPC to discuss 
partnership possibilities between Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan 
Capistrano and Habitat for Humanity of Orange County. 
 
Areas where we can help right now are: 

·  Prayer Support – Adopt H4HOC as a prayer mission 
·  Fundraising – Organize special collections or fund raisers 
·  Family Selection – Recruit applicants or help as host families 
·  Engage the Community – Invite others in the community to become involved 

 
For more information and ways you can help, contact Dave Ludwig. 
 
 
Events and Activities 
 
May 1st, Monday Renovation of the church music wing (fresh paint and flooring) 
May 5th , Saturday Presbyterian Men of Los Ranchos Spring Breakfast (Contact Gregory Reid) 
May 7th, Monday Preschool Open House, 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
May 13th, Sunday Mothers Day 
May 26th, Saturday Youth Dinner Theatre Fund Raiser (See Jake Gilbertson for details) 
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Session Repor t  Al J essen,  Cler k of  Session 
 
Nine elders and Moderator Morgan Murray gathered 
for a Meeting of Session on the evening of March 17. 
Deacon Frances Bucklin and Initiative Team Leaders 
Bob Ause and Dave Ludwig, gave reports in the first 
part of the meeting. Pastoral Intern Mike Bautista 
attended the full meeting.  
 
Bob Ause reported on plans for active interaction with Preschool families during the Preschool Open 
House on May 7, with families of Youth during the Youth Dinner Theater fund raiser on May 26, and with 
families of VBS children during VBS (June 25 - 29) and a special celebration in the evening of Friday 
June 29 .  
 
Dave Ludwig reported that Habitat for Humanity (H4H) is not optimistic about starting the SJC housing 
project before the end of 2007 because fund raising is going slowly. Their normal practice is to require 
pledges covering the full cost, and half of the pledges must be in the bank before starting construction. 
Recruitment of families for the homes is going more slowly than hoped and they are looking for 
partnerships with CPC and other SJC churches in both of these areas.  
 
Deacon Frances Bucklin presented information about a special offering on November 11, to be collected 
by CPC and other participating churches in SJC in conjunction with Veterans Day, to support the H4H 
houses to be reserved for disabled veterans. Session later voted to approve this special offering. 
Stewardship Sunday, when CPC pledges for 2008 will be received, is on November 4.  
 
Elder Reid reported that the CPC finance deficit for the first 3 months of 2007 was unusually large, with 
receipts of $141,416 and expenses of $163,014. There was no specific report on stewardship. Budget 
requests for the 2007/2008 budget period will be reviewed by Session in the May Meeting of Session.  
 
Session approved a Youth Summer Mission Trip to Tijuana, Mexico for July 28 - Aug 3. The CPC youth 
group will join others from Point Loma Nazarine for this outreach.  
 
CPC Middle School and Senior High students will have a week of summer camping at Calvin Crest 
starting August 12.  
 
Renovations in the music wing will begin around May 1. The hallway, two bathrooms, choir rehearsal 
room and two offices will receive fresh paint and new flooring.  
 
CPC rolls include 224 active and 17 inactive members after adjustments voted by Session. Communion 
was served to 187 persons at worship services on Sunday, April 1, and to 46 persons at the Maundy 
Thursday service on April 5.  
 
The Preschool Open House is from 5 to 7 pm on May 7. Please come see what the children are doing. 
Tell your friends and neighbors about our Preschool program. There are openings for Summer School. 
 
Vacation Bible School will be held June 25 to 29. Volunteers are welcome - contact Laura Donovan. 
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Family Ministry Initiative Team update for the Chimes May 2007 
 
The Family Ministry Initiative Team met for a third time on April 15th. During 
our most recent meetings we have decided upon first engagement events for 
preschool, children’s ministry and youth. Volunteering to be involved with one 
of these age groups and for one of these events will offer you the opportunity 
to take part actively in our church’s new posture of ministry of engagement. 
There are roles and tasks for people of all types, so get engaged and get 
involved. 
 
The first engagement event is the Preschool’s Open House on May 7 from 5-
7 pm. The preschool team of Susan White, Julie Dull, Doug and Victoria 
Banning and Bob Ause plan on meeting with the preschool congregational 
volunteers a week beforehand in order to discuss the various roles for 
congregational volunteers in the new engagement posture. We want to equip 
these volunteers to get to know preschool parents and see how we can serve 
them. If you are interested in working with the preschool team and haven’t 
volunteered, please, contact one of the team members. 
 
The next engagement event will be the Youth Fundraiser. While on the one hand it is difficult to see how 
this may be a ministry of engagement, I believe with the right approach and attitude on the part of our 
congregational volunteers and participants this can be an event where we serve the non-involved parents 
of children in our youth program. Again, in order to foster the right approach of those present from our 
congregation, we will have a meeting in advance of the fundraiser. The youth ministry engagement team 
consists of Susan Howit, Vernon Johnson, Jake Gilbertson and Bob Ause. We have had a good 
response from the congregation of volunteers to work with youth ministry, but we would love to have 
more of you join us. 
 
Our final and most ambitious engagement event will be during the weeklong Vacation Bible School at the 
end of June. Of course, this is a program that we run every year, which Laura Donovan and her teams 
have given an excellent reputation. This year the Family Ministry Initiative Team would like to make this 
an opportunity for engagement, especially since we will have so many guests for the week. We’ll need to 
marshal our congregation for the running of the Vacation Bible School and to participate actively. The 
100 or so families who participate offer us an opportunity to get to know them and to serve their needs. 
The Children’s Ministry team of Laura Donovan, Cindy Tolles, Mike Bautista and Bob Ause are eager to 
plug you into to the volunteer position that fits most closely with your interests and comfort level. 
 

On behalf of the entire Family Ministry Initiative Team, I thank those 25 or so of you 
who have volunteered to work with one age group or the other. We look forward to 
working with you. We are also eager to offer all of you an opportunity to serve 
Christ in the families of our community in these next few months. 
 
Join us, 
 
Bob Ause 
Family Ministry Initiative Team representative 
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Thirty-two people were killed in the shootings on the 
Virginia Tech campus, making it the deadliest shooting 
rampage in U.S. history. 
 
Three members of the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
National Response Team (NRT) rushed to the campus to 

be a presence and resource to the community. Over the years, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has 
been engaged in helping communities and student survivors affected by school shootings. NRT members 
have been in contact with Catherine Snyder, Presbyterian campus minister, George Goodman, of the 
Presbytery of the Peaks, and Alexander Evans, Pastor of Blacksburg Presbyterian Church. Evans is also 
a chaplain with the fire department. 
 
Please keep the loved ones of those killed and injured, the school administrators and teachers, the 
residents of the reservation, and the care givers in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Barbara Ward – Mission Committee 
 
 
 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARI NG 
 

April 08, 2007  
 
With today’s (Easter’s) gifts still to be counted, the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering totals $4,643. Contributions from the preschool were 
$353 — that’s a lot of pennies (and nickels and dimes and quarters) the 
children gave! 
 
THANKS TO ALL YOU GENEROUS PEOPLE IN THE “SMALL 
CHURCH WITH A BIG HEART!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Morning Breakfast and Study 
 

Join Pastor Emeritus Bob Schwenck every Saturday morning for a study 
based on the Upper Room magazine. Rich Zodnick prepares a gourmet 
breakfast, so that alone is worth getting up early. 
 
Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. (Please let Rich know if you are coming) 
Discussion: 8:30 a.m. 
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GOOD NEWS YOU MI GHT HAVE MI SSED! 
Submitted by Jerry Elliott 

 
I find that in order to maintain some semblance of sanity, I need to read every 
bit of good news that I can find! Here’s an outstanding recent example.  
 
In late March, government and church leaders in Northern Ireland signed an 
agreement to form a power-sharing government.  
 
As you know, for decades Catholics and Protestants were engaged in a civil 
war, which was sometimes “cold” and sometimes very “hot.” To the 
embarrassment of our denomination, the Protestant leader has been Rev. Ian 
Paisley, a Presbyterian. 
 
Here are excerpts from the letter which our stated clerk, Rev. Cliff Kirpatrick, 
wrote to Rev. Mr. Paisley and Catholic leader Gerry Adams, and others. 
 

I am writing on behalf of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to 
express our profound appreciation to you for your role in helping to bring the Peace Process 
another critical step closer to full realization. Our church has prayed steadfastly over the past 
several decades for an end to the sectarian conflict that has been so costly to all of you... 

We know that for each of you, there are costs to be paid among your own constituencies 
for your courage in seeking a peaceful resolution. We pray that God's presence will surround you 
in the days ahead.  

We remain committed to support you and others with our prayers and actions as you 
shape a new and brighter future for all the people of Northern Ireland. 

Your achievements will serve as a beacon of hope to the many others around the globe 
who today are drowning in seas of animosity and violence.  
May God bless you all as you complete the task set before  
you. 

 
 
 
 

Friday Night Small Group 
 
Are you looking for a Small Group? 
 
Members and guests of our church attend a social gathering the 
third Friday of every month, January through November. Usually 
these are held in a member’s home. Sometimes in Fellowship Hall.  
Please see Max Harris, Larry Strong, or John Muller for information 
and location of the get together. Please RSVP and join us. 
Everyone is welcome! 
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