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Summer  Schedule St ar t s J une 22nd.  
 
Beginning on June 22, 2008 and continuing through August 15, 2008, 
Community Presbyterian Church will have a single Sunday morning 
service. The 8:45 a.m. contemporary and the 10:30 a.m. traditional 
services will be combined into one service starting at 9:30 a.m. 
Both praise band and choir music will be featured.  
 
Be sure to mark June 22 on your calendar  
 

 
 
June Calendar 
 
Tuesday, June 2  —  Statewide Primary Election – Be sure to Vote! 
Saturday, June 14  — Youth Fundraiser – Signups on the patio (watch for details in the bulletin) 
Sunday, June 15  —  Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 22  —  Start of combined service schedule – see you at 9:30 a.m. 
 
For Presbyterian Women events see page 7. 
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A Summer  of  Exper iment at ion 
By Pastor Morgan Murray 

 
By the time you read this, I hope you will have heard about our 
summer experiment. Starting June 22, we’ll be worshipping 
together in one unified service each Sunday at 9:30. The 
Session proposed this experiment after our time together on 
April 27, in which we had one blended service to accommodate 
the town hall meeting. The energy we all felt, and the joy that 
comes from being all together in one place at one time, were just 
too special to be reserved for one Sunday. 
 
I love experiments. I am convinced that the best ideas are not 
the big ones, or the clever ones, or the complicated ones, or the 
simple ones. The best ideas are the ones that are tried. So 
having an experimental summer gives us an opportunity to try 
out lots of different ideas and see what happens. My invitation to 
you this summer is to put on your lab coat, strap on the goggles, 

           light up the Bunsen burner, and join in! 
 
Notice I didn’t say, “Grab your clipboard.” Of course, research involves gathering data. But when it comes 
to worship, we aren’t passive observers who get to stand outside and critique the results as good or bad, 
preferable or not. For the experiment to have the best possible outcome and get the maximum amount of 
data, each of us must fully participate. I want to challenge you to enter into this experimental summer with 
a commitment to openness, a willingness to suspend judgment, a desire to be surprised. Give yourself 
fully to the experience. Try it on. Play it out to the end without bias or preconceived notions of the 
outcome. Some parts will undoubtedly work out better than others, but all parts are opportunities for 
learning and for discovery. 
 
What might this spirit of openness look like? It might look like unqualified support to the leadership as 
they work this experiment out all the way through August. It might mean that you come earlier or later 
than usual, that you lend your back to moving pews, your voice to special music, and your time to helping 
out with Sunday school or something else you’ve never done (or at least not done for a long time). One 
thing it will definitely look like: It will look like fruit - Fruit of the Spirit that is. Our willingness to give 
ourselves fully to worshipping God together and supporting each other will inevitably bear the fruit of 
affection, exuberance, serenity, stick-to-it-iveness, heartfelt compassion, generosity, loyalty, flexibility, 
and the wise use of our energies.  
 
Funny enough, that’s exactly what we’ll be talking about together, all summer long. 
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Session Repor t  
 
Eleven elders met with Pastor Morgan Murray for a 

Regular Meeting of Session on May 20. Reports were received 
from the Stewardship, Finance & Administration and Worship 
Committees, the Presbytery Commissioner, and the Pastor.  

A Stewardship report is presented elsewhere in this issue. Finance and Administration Committee 
distributed a Financial Statement for April 30 indicating that year-to-date income was $173,132 and 
expenses were $158,935 for a surplus of $14,196. Total cash on hand was $122,256 and the total 
amount in dedicated accounts was $64,348 so the April 30 cash reserve was $57,908. Because cash on 
hand is larger than required for month-to-month operations, the Committee decided to move a portion of 
it from the checking account into an interest-bearing temporary investment account. This portion will be 
monitored carefully and adjusted each month as required. After joint consultation with the Presbyterian 
Foundation, the Finance & Administration Committee and the Endowment Committee determined that 
some of our Endowment Fund investments should be moved from a capital fund into a lower-risk 
balanced fund to reduce the potential market value loss during investment market downward trends. 

The Worship Committee reported that templates were created for four different blended worship 
plans to use for the combined services this summer which will run from June 22 through August 31. 
Worship plans were created with careful regard to worshiper’s sensitivity to sudden or significant changes. 
The new worship plans incorporate both praise songs and traditional hymns and feature the Praise Band 
and the Chancel Choir with organ music, perhaps on alternate Sundays. Not all details about the music 
are finalized at this time. The Presbytery Commissioner reported that Rev. Steven Yamaguchi was 
elected to another five-year term as Executive Presbyter for Los Ranchos Presbytery. The General 
Assembly meets from May 21 to 28 at San Jose CA. 

Pastor Morgan reported that he will be out of town on Sunday, May 25, and the Rev. Dr. Keith 
Geckeler will preach that day. He will be assisted by Pastors Bob Schwenck and Jerry Elliott. Rev. 
Geckeler is now the Stated Clerk for Los Ranchos Presbytery. Home communions were served by Pastor 
Morgan to 8 persons on April 16 and to 9 persons on May 7. The Pastor was assisted by Deacon 
Barbara Ferguson and Toni Hannum, RN.  

Session voted to approve distribution of two scholarships to graduating high school seniors whose 
names will be announced when the $250 awards are presented by the Endowment Fund Committee. 
Session voted to approve purchase of a wireless headset microphone for use in worship services. 
Session voted to table until June a new set of CPC Bylaws, re-written following suggestions from Keith 
Geckeler, Stated Clerk of Los Ranchos Presbytery. After they meet approval of Session, the revised 
Bylaws must be voted upon by the congregation. Session voted its approval of 13 volunteers who will be 
working in Children’s Ministry this summer. Elder Tammy Ause announced that she will resign from 
Session after the June Meeting because she and her family are moving to Michigan in July to live close to 
Bob’s parents. 

Elder Larry Strong reported receipt of sincere thanks from the Thursday Men’s AA Group for their 
use of CPC facilities for their meetings over the past 37 years. This AA Group recently held an annual 
barbeque in Fellowship Hall and on Sue’s Porch for more than 100 AA attendees and guests. Elder 
Darlene Elliott displayed a business card with contact and phone number information for emergency aid 
providers. It will be referred to the Mission Committee for additional references before it is finalized and 
approved for distribution.  
 Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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