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May 9th is Mother’s Day. It is a time to recognize and honor those who have nurtured, taught, and served 
by word, example, and deed, and in so many ways, shaped our personal paths to adulthood. 
 
The church, since its foundation, has portrayed itself in the image of a nurturing, teaching and serving 
mother to its members and friends. Catholics have a saying:”As God is the Father so the Church is the 
Mother.” 
 
At the planning retreat last month, our Session re-affirmed the values of nurturing, teaching, and serving 
in our foundational vision statement. For more information see the Session Retreat report on page 3. 
 
This Mother’s Day, let us each take time to remember and thank those who mothered us, whether male 
or female, mother or father, teacher or friend.  
 

Event s and Act ivit ies 
Wednesday,  May 5   Cinco De Mayo 
Sunday,  May 9   Mother’s Day 
Saturday,  May15   Armed Forces Day 
Saturday, May 22  6:00 pm Viva Vegas – Youth Fund-raiser (see page 8) 
Sunday,  May 23  Pentecost 
Monday,  May 31  Memorial Day 
 
For Presbyterian Women activities see page 8 
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Session Repor t  

Eleven elders met for a Session Retreat with Pastor Mike on Saturday, April 17. The retreat ran 
from 10 am to 3 pm and was held in a very comfortable room at Presbyterian Church of the Master in 
Mission Viejo. The program started with a lesson by Elder Paul Larson who led us to understand that 
people have different ways to think and respond to the same information or situation. These differences 
often interfere with the ability of a group to arrive at a solution to a problem. Understanding these 
differences and taking advantage of the various talents of people in a group can lead to creative solutions 
employing a process called “Walk-Around.” This starts with collecting facts (analysis), moving to feelings 
(personalization), then futures (strategy), and finally to form (plan). Elders enjoyed a lunch brought by 
Fran Eagan and Barbara Ward. The rest of the retreat was devoted to using Walk-Arounds for several 
church matters of concern. 

Eleven elders met with Pastor Mike for a Regular Meeting of Session in Fellowship Hall on 
Tuesday, April 20. Elders were pleased to have two visitors come to request membership, Bill and Paige 
Ussery. They came to Dana Point from Florida, via Hollywood Hills. Both were baptized in Presbyterian 
Churches. After introductions, discussion of their backgrounds and hearing what they expect from CPC, 
they answered proscribed questions about their faith and were voted in as new members. Four other 
Inquirers, who attended the Pastor’s Class on April 18 to learn more about the beliefs and organization of 
our church, were invited to meet with elders at a Called Meeting of Session in the Pastor’s office on 
Sunday, Apr 25, to go through the same introductions, questions, and acceptance to be received as new 
members. All new members will be introduced to the congregation during worship on Apr 25.  

Following the death of Billy Bell on Apr 1, CPC rolls now include 169 active and 41 inactive 
members. A transfer of membership was issued for Virginia Rylett who wishes to join the local 
Presbyterian Church of the Roses in Santa Rosa CA. She cannot be removed from our rolls until her new 
membership is reported back to CPC. Communion was served by Pastor Mike to 61 persons on Maundy 
Thursday, Apr 1, and to 113 persons on the Second Sunday of Easter, Apr 11. Home communion was 
served by Pastor Mike and Deacon Toni Hannum to 5 persons in the week of Apr 11 and is scheduled to 
be served by Pastor Mike and Deacon Bonnie Lyon to 5 others in the week of Apr 18. 

Session approved a Policy Statement, which came out of a discussion at the Session Retreat, to 
affirm continuation of two different worship services. [The Policy Statement is published elsewhere in this 
issue of The Chimes.] Elder John Hourian reported that treatment for termites in the sanctuary ceiling 
was completed. A card was delivered to Dale McLeod thanking him for many years of service to the 
Stewardship Committee. Session sadly accepted the resignation of Jim Behmerwohld as a deacon, class 
of 2012. Elder Lorna Collins reported that two members have agreed to serve on the Board of Deacons 
and Session, respectively. A Called Meeting of the Congregation was scheduled for Sunday, May 9, to 
elect the nominees to fill these vacancies. A new plan to split the Called Meeting of the Congregational 
between the two worship services will be instituted to reduce interference with the between-service coffee 
fellowship on the patio and make it convenient for more members to 
participate in the voting.  

The Stewardship Committee reported that now there are 83 pledges 
for 2010, for a total of $224,446. In the first quarter of 2010, pledged 
contributions were $61,340 and unpledged contributions were $7,297. These 
add up to $68,637 or 27.2 percent of the 2010 General Fund budget. Session 
approved holding a Youth Group Annual Dinner Fundraiser on May 22 at the 
Outpost. Session approved establishment of a memorial fund for any member 
or regular attender when they die. These memorials will be opened with an 
automatic contribution to the fund from a Financial Ministries Dedicated 
account.  

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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Session Ret r eat  Repor t  

In a retreat on Saturday, April 17th, the Session re-affirmed the church's Vision Statement and carefully 
(and prayerfully) reviewed several priority action items. One of those priorities was resolving the question 
of whether God's purpose in this community was better served at CPC by one worship service or by two 
worship services. Our Vision Statement directs that we Nurture, Teach and Serve, and that we do that 
for a diverse community. Historically churches that have only one service have not grown. After 
considering the results of the congregational survey done some months ago, reviewing the facts, 
considering impacts on members and friends of the congregation, and considering alternatives, it was 
decided that two services offers us the greater opportunity to grow Christ's church and serve others as 
we are commanded. We will continue with two services as our preferred approach to worship. With new 
pastoral leadership, we are prayerfully confident that we may be expanding beyond that as well. 

Ar e We NUTS? 
Foundational Vision Statement: 
 
Community Presbyterian Church is a congregation that  
 Nurtures people through Christ-centered worship and 
  Teaches them to live as disciples in order to 
   Serve the community in building the Kingdom of God. 
 
The concepts of Nurturing, Teaching and Serving are central to this plan. 
 
Nurture. We are nurtured in worship as we encounter the Living God and are nourished by the Word and 
Sacrament. Worship prepares our minds and feeds our souls; worship helps us to be grounded in the 
love of God, the teachings of Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Teach. We are taught to act and speak as Christ does through the practice of spiritual disciplines 
including prayer, scripture study, stewardship, and service. Further, we eagerly seek opportunities to 
develop practical skills that will benefit our community and build the Kingdom of God. We are a resource 
for discipleship. 
 
Serve. We are blessed in order to be a blessing to others, existing for their sake. The church is non nobis 
solum – “Not for ourselves alone.” What we receive from God in worship and in teaching, we freely give 
to the community for God’s glory. 

A note about the word “community.” It was carefully chosen, since it is part of the church’s name 
and identity. One dictionary definition is this: the community, the public; society: the needs of the 
community. It is in this sense, as well as in the local community, the community of faith, and our 
national and worldwide community that it is used. 

Nurture, Teach, Serve are the foundational elements of our vision statement. Your Session feels that 
God continues to call us to ministry at CPC, based on these three things. They should be the 
touchstones for everything we do at CPC, and the Session is committed to measuring every decision and 
action we take on those core values. Please read the statement and the explanations carefully. You will 
be hearing this often in the future. 

Where do you fit in? Pastor Mike came up with a simple way to remember both our basic vision for the 
church and your part in it: 

N_TS – All that’s missing is U (you)! 
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Communit y Presbyt er ian Chur ch Receives Awar d 
Fr om Habit at  f or  Humanit y 

 

 

 At the annual awards dinner of Habitat for Humanity of Orange County, our church received the 
Faith Relations Volunteer of the Year Award. 

 Ordinarily, this award is presented to an individual, but since so many people in our congregation 
have done so much, the decision was made to present the award to our whole church. It was Jerry 
Elliott's privilege to receive the award on behalf of our congregation. 

 In addition to Mary and Jerry Elliott, Pastor Mike Vaughn, Dave and Ann Ludwig and Bob and 
Michelle Lincoln attended the dinner on April 29, at the Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove.  

 Our church has contributed over $42,000 to Habitat in the past 
three years. In addition, we have worked at the site, we have made 
the church available for many Habitat meetings, and we have 
prepared lunches for all the workers on the first Saturday of each 
month, plus on special occasions when 100 men and women from 
Camp Pendleton have been working. 

 It was Dave Ludwig who was very instrumental in convincing 
the city council to donate the land and cooperate with Habitat in the 
building process. Michelle Lincoln has served as a "family partner" 
with one of the resident families and will be partnering with another 
family soon to be a resident. 
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New Member s 
 

Welcome to our newest members who joined the church on April 26, 2010!  
We’ll hear a little more from each of them in coming months. Meanwhile, introduce yourself and get to 
know these special folks! 

 

               
 

Judy Clark                             Marilyn Garian                      Chris Kirkland 
 

                      
 

Bill Ussery                                  Paige Ussery                         Sue Vaughn 
 
 

Remember  our  Tr oops 
 
Saturday, May 15 – Armed Forces Day - Promoted by President Harry 
Truman in 1949. The third Saturday in May would be dedicated to Honor all 
Americans serving in the five services – Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force 
and Coast Guard.  Today, say a prayer for all our troops serving around the 
world. 
 
Monday, May 31 – Memorial Day - A time of remembrance for those who 
have died in our nation's service. 
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RUMMAGE SALE -  WOW!!!! WHAT A DAY 

 

Our sale was a great success. We made $1,820.00. It was a lot of work but we 
could not have done it without all the donations from the congregation. You are 
awesome! The funds will be deposited in the special fund for the upgrade of the 
porch so that it can be used more often. 

Many people helped sort, price, organize, sell, and clean up. Thanks to Barbara 
Ward, Darlene Elliott, Anne & Paul Larson, Joe and Ryan Eagan, Kayla & Tyler 
Noble, Luanna Rugh, Chris Kirkland, Don & Pat Mueller, Michelle Lincoln, Mary 
Elliott, Bernie Schwenck, Linda Stites, Beryl Hourian, Lori Porter, Virginia Miller, 
and Marilyn Johnson. Also thanks to Ruth O'Day who made the arrangements for pick up of all the 
leftover items. If you helped and I forgot to mention your name, I apologize and I thank you too. 

Start saving again. Many people told me they didn’t have a chance to bring their items to the sale. Well, 
good news! You will have another chance. We’re planning another sale in about four months. Exact 
dates will be published when we can work it out on the church calendar. If you have any suggestions as 
to improvements we can make for the next sale, let me know. 

Thanks again to everyone for everything. 

Fran Eagan, Fellowship Chair 

 
 
 
 

One Gr eat  Hour  of  Shar ing 

For more than six decades, Presbyterians throughout the 
United States have done what Presbyterians do best, sharing 
what we have been blessed to receive with others through the 
One Great Hour of Sharing. This year’s offering is taken from 
Jesus’ last encounter with his disciples, focusing not on our 
individual needs, but those of others.  Community Presbyterian 
has, once again, heard the words, “Feed My Sheep”, the 
theme for this year. 

The offering for One Great Hour of Sharing totals $3,781.25, 
including $70.54 from the preschool. Through these gifts and 
the gifts of other congregations throughout the Presbyterian 
USA network, we are continually reminded that by this simple 
act of sharing, we are all blessed with God’s abundance. 

Thank you all for your support. 

The Mission Committee 
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Len Rugh Cour age Awar d 
On Thursday, April 22, 2010, The first Saddlebakck 
College Len Rugh Courage Award was presented 
during the Veterans Education Transition Services 
Year-end Recognition Luncheon. The award was 
named after our own Len Rugh, and will be presented 
each year to a student in the Veterans Transition 
Services program “In recognition of ability to persevere 
and succeed both in and out of the classroom.” No one 
exemplifies this ability more than Len, who entered the 
program over twenty years ago. It led to his earning his 
degree in Political Science and completing his memoir 
of Vietnam, his injury, and subsequent recovery. Len 
himself presented the award to Brian Ostheimer. 

 

This honor follows the 2010 EPIC eBook Award for nonfiction, which Len and 
Luanna won in March for their book Promises Kept: How One Couple’s Love 
Survived Vietnam. That award was presented during the organization’s 
conference in New Orleans in March. 

We are so proud and blessed to have these amazing people in our congregation! 
Congratulations, Len & Lu! 

 
 
 
 
 

Spot light  on New Member ,  Chr is Kirkland 

I moved to California in 1987 from Newtown, Pennsylvania, a small town 
outside of Philadelphia. Previously, I had lived for twenty years in Maine, 
where my two sons were raised and where I taught elementary school for 
fifteen years. My sons are now married and also live in California, one in Ojai 
and one in Santa Monica. My older son, Kurt, has two children. Kurt's son will 
graduate from UC San Diego this spring, and his daughter is pursuing 
undergraduate studies at the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. My younger 
son, Kyle, has no children, but he and his wife do share their home with three 
cats. 

I retired in 2006, after having worked for the California Teachers Association 
for nineteen years. In retirement I am enjoying the opportunity to have more 

time for gardening, reading and volunteer work. I am a passionate animal lover and to that end volunteer 
with The Ark of San Juan, a local companion animal rescue group, which began rescuing stray and 
abandoned San Juan animals in April of 2008. I also volunteer with my local homeowners' association as 
a member of its landscape committee and am participating in the formation of a Neighborhood Watch 
program for Mesa Vista North, where I reside. I hope to soon be able to be volunteering for some of the 
homeless in Orange County, as well. 

Chris Kirkland 
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CPC Yout h News 
 

Vegas Baby! 

Well we made it back from Las Vegas not just living but alive! We were challenged, we were stretched, 
and we learned a thing or two about God’s love. The week was chockfull of opportunities for the students 
and me to take Jesus’ commission to ‘GO and share God’s love with the people’ seriously. We didn’t 
know what to expect. We didn’t know how God would show up. God was there. We met some of the 
poorest people in our nation (as well as some of the wealthiest) and prayed and served as reminders that 
God is near. God is here. If we only turn to Him, He will be faithful to hold us close. Thanks again, so 
much, for those of you who generously supported us through your prayers and donations. Check the 
church website, church Facebook page, or CPC Youth Facebook page for the CPC Youth Las Vegas 
2010 Trip video. 

Annual Themed Youth Fundraiser Dinner/Auction 

Mark your calendars for May 22, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. for our annual 
dinner/auction fundraiser. It will be held at The Outpost clubhouse which is 
near the Stites and Seapys. The theme this year is Viva Vegas! Come 
dressed to the nines in your favorite Las Vegas attire. You can come dressed 
as a member of the Rat Pack, a character from your favorite hotel there: Elvis, 
a mobster, an embarrassing tourist, or something even better. Get creative! 
Expect to have fun. More information to follow.  

Brandon Tatum 

Director of Youth 

 

Pr esbyt er ian Women 

Ø Bible Study – Joshua – A Journey of Faith.  Rev. Mike Vaughn 
will lead the Bible Study Preview – Lesson 8 - on Wednesday, May 
5, 2010 from 10:00 – 11:00 in the PASTOR’S STUDY.     

Lydia Circle will meet Wednesday, May 12, 10:00 am at San Juan Mobile 
Estates Clubhouse (32302 Alipaz St; San Juan Cap 92675) and will be 
studying Lesson 8.  Contact Colleen Emery for details 496.7521 – 
cemery@cox.net 

Martha Circle will meet Thursday, May 13, 9:30 am in the Youth Center at 
the church and will be studying Lesson 8.  Contact Val Jessen for details 
495.0350 – jessen23@cox.net 

Mary-Deborah Circle will meet Tuesday, May 11, 7:00 PM and will be 
studying Lesson 8.   Contact Anne Larson 493.7098 
(pnalarson@yahoo.com) for further information 

Ø The PW Book Club will meet Tuesday, May 25 at 7:00 PM at the home of Terri Treemarcki-Beck 
- 365.0873.  Call or email ( tbeck@sjcpres.org ) for directions.  The selection for discussion is My 
Favorite Midlife Crisis, by Toby Devens.   

The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, May 6 at 9:30 (after breakfast).  On May 20 we will meet 
from 9:30 to 1:00 or so.  Lunch included.  Contact Marilyn Johnson for details 498.2231 – 
mj1626@aol.com    
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East er  Lilies 
The beautiful Easter lilies in our sanctuary on Easter Sunday were donated by members and 

friends of Community Presbyterian Church. 
  
GIVEN IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 
  
Andree      Sister of Jackie Brubaker 
Myron Ball     Husband of Marjorie Ball; father of Marge J. Ball 
Dr. and Mrs. R. A. Ball   Parents-in-law of Marjorie Ball; grandparents of Marge J. Ball 
Olivier M. Boudreaux    Father of Jeanne Heath 
Sue Brook     Daughter of Virginia Miller 
Letha Collins     Mother of Larry Collins 
George Damian    Father of Toni Hannum 
Family members who have passed on  Linda Stites 
Bobbi Franks Mother of Earl Porter 
Jack Heath Husband of Jeanne Heath 
Belle Hourian John and Beryl’s beloved dog 
Ohannes and Mary Hourian Parents of John Hourian 
Louise Jenkins Mother of Sue Ellen Bunch 
Lawrence Keen, Jr. Son of Doris Keen; brother of Deborah Pinkard 
Lawrence Keen, Sr. Husband of Doris Keen; father of Deborah Pinkard 
Shep Kirkland Beloved companion of Chris Kirkland 
Doug and Junnie Maxam Parents of Bernie Schwenck 
Janet Jessen Mayer    Daughter of Valerie and Al Jessen 
Constance McKenna    Beloved mother of De Trenbeath 
Glenn and Kathleen Morphew  Parents of Ruth Willett 
James O’Dea     Husband of Ruth O’Dea 
Odette      Sister of Jackie Brubaker 
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Plummer   Parents of Marjorie M. Ball 
Larry Richardson    Son of Virginia Miller 
Elwyn Robbins    Husband of Sarah Robbins 
George and Freda Salih   Parents of Nan Fryer     
Bob and Lorena Schwenck   Parents of Bob Schwenck 
Rob Seapy     Son of Don and Karen Seapy 
Louise Sheaffer    Mother of Andy Sheaffer 
Al and BelleWeissman   Parents of Beryl Hourian 
Marie Westcott    Sister of Trudi Emerson 
Sarah Wormington    Friend of Carol Rodriguez 
  
GIVEN IN HONOR OF: 
  
The Deacons     Given by Trudi Emerson 
Marie Gans      Mother of Donna Sheaffer 
Ruth Lund Mother of Laurie Jacobs 
Vera Mansfield    Mother of Lorna Collins 
Yang Minn     Mother of Myoung Park 
Irene Morphew    98-year-old aunt of Ruth Willett 
Mildred Seapy     Mother of Don Seapy 
Alex Smithey      Grandson of Paul and Anne Larson 
Cyril Tetherton    Father-in-Law of Kristen Tetherton 
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May Birthdays            Anniversaries 
 
Julie Dull  1  Morgan Tolles  12  Joe & Fran Eagan   6 
Mae Bell  2  Heather Wermers 12 
David Ludwig  2  Tammy Ause  18 
Diane Pederson 3  Virginia Miller  19 
Jim Whitney  4  Kamryn Rios  22 
Eleanor Dunning 8  Jay Kirk  25 
Christopher Powers 10  Ryan Eagan  27 
Dick Koebler  11  Mary Elliott  28 
Marjorie M Ball 11  Willis John  30 
Jim Grulkowski 11   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Presbyterian Church 
32202 Del Obispo Street 
Dana Point, CA 92675 
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