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The Small Church With the Big Heart '

That’s what our website says because that's what we are. We were given that title several years ago by
the organizers of the Hunger Walk because, per capita, our giving exceeded that of any other
participant—and by quite a bit. We've discovered that love increases the more you give it away.

One of the ways we give our love is to our pastors. During 2009, we were blessed by having the Pastors
Bell with us. Pastor Dianna helped us to rediscover who we are and what our core values are. Their
update is on page 5. Since December 2009, Pastor Paul has led us with affection and grace. His article is
on page 3. And this month, Pastor Mike Vaughn will discover just how much love we have to give. His
article is on page 4. Of course, we still love Pastors Jerry Elliott and Bob Schwenck who worship with us
each week.

Another way in which we show our love is by giving generously. See just how generously on page 8.
Read the latest on PDA’s response to the disaster in Haiti on page 9.

We also give many volunteer hours to the church, its members, friends, and affiliated organizations. And
that’s in addition to the hours we each give elsewhere. Our Session works hard every month to serve the
church. The report is on page 2. And the Deacons give generously as well. Just one example is the work
day to clean up our rose garden. Read about it on page 7.

Presbyterian Women provide Bible study opportunities every month as well as sponsoring the Book Club
and the PW Quiltmakers. Get the current schedule on page 10.

Finally, our Preschool and Kindergarten provide a community outreach that is second to none! Our
Director, Terri Treemarcki-Beck and the teachers give love every day to the little ones. See page 8.

Learn how to make visitors feel welcome on page 6.
So, this Valentine’s Day we celebrate our small church with the very big heart!

Events and Activities

Sunday Jan 31 Congregational Annual Meeting and luncheon following the second service.
Sunday Feb 14 Valentine’s Day

Wednesday Feb 17 Ash Wednesday
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Session Report

All eleven elders met with Pastor Paul Reeves on Tuesday evening, January 19, 2010. After
exchanging experiences with the second day of the big rainstorm, Session got down to business. With a
single vote, several consent motions were approved, dealing with approval of minutes, election of Church
Treasurer and Clerk of session for 2010, and nominees for Corporate Officers to be elected by the
Congregation on Jan 31. The Clerk reported CPC membership includes 170 active and 36 inactive
persons. Communion was served to 126 persons on Jan 3, before the Called Congregational Meeting to
vote acceptance of Pastor Mike Vaughn. Home Communion was served by Pastor Paul and Deacon Toni
Hannum to 2 persons on Jan 5.

The Church Treasurer, Paul Larson, went over the financial report for 12/31/2009, highlighting
differences between the beginning and end of 2009, and differences between 2009 budget and 2009
actual numbers. The difference between 2009 total income and total expenses was only -$3,215, much
lower than the -$44,000 in the approved 2009 Budget, due to staff continuing position vacancies, church
usage fees from the Preschool and Head Start, and to an unexpected amount of unpledged contributions.
The small deficit is covered by a reserve fund established for this purpose.

The Finance & Admin Committee moved that Proposed 2010 Budgets for the General Fund, the
Preschool & Kindergarten Fund and the House Fund be approved. Session voted approval of all three.

The Stewardship Committee reported pledged contributions received for 2009 were $214,229 and
unpledged contributions received for 2009 were $39,213. New pledges for the year 2010 total $221,986,
on which the approved 2010 General Fund Budget was based. This Budget and approved budgets for
the Preschool & Kindergarten and the House on Via Sonora are in the Annual Report distributed on Jan
24 and presented at the Annual Meeting, on Jan 31.

The Nominating Committee reported that it continues searching for members to fill one position on
Session and one position on the Board of Deacons. The ad hoc Music Committee extended Janet
Harms'’ interim position of Organist & Choirmaster to allow Pastor Mike Vaughn to advise the Music
Committee before making a recommendation to Session to make it a regular staff position.

Outreach Committee moved and Session voted to initiate steps to register the CPC website
domain (www.sjcpres.com) and the CPC email domain (office@sjcpres.org) with a single provider and
provide access through either domain. Outreach moved and Session approved scheduling the sanctuary
from 9 to 11 am on Feb 19 for a “Heart for His Purpose” presentation targeting Preschool parents. “Life
Line Screening” will make a return visit to CPC on April 12.

The Worship Committee moved and Session approved making plans for Lenten Home
Communion service scheduled in members’ homes with emphasis on outreach to friends and neighbors.
Dates and locations have not been determined. The Committee received approval to look into print media
coverage of Pastor Mike Vaughn'’s installation as soon as Presbytery selects a date.

The CE Committee moved and Session approved that the Youth Group may send a deposit of up
to $700 to reserve up to ten spaces for a Youth Ministry trip to WYAM for Apr 3 through Apr 9 in Las
Vegas. Transportation will be via one or two rented vans. The purpose of the trip is mission work in Las
Vegas. Part of the overall cost will come from a Youth Ministry account and the rest from fund raisers.

Fellowship moved and Session approved the concept of holding three rummage sales this year,
located on the downstairs covered patio, to raise funds for improving the patio so it will be used more
frequently. It was decided to drop the annual Vacation Auction because of lagging participation.
Fellowship will prepare and PW will serve a simple supper on Ash Wednesday, Feb 17, before the
evening service. Plans for a dinner to mark the installation of Pastor Mike are being made.

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session
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A Note from Pastor Paul
The time has raced by since | first met
m you on November 22, when Dianna
lp Bell introduced me on her last Sunday
@ZZI] as one who would complete the short

ZZ time prior to the coming of the new
ZZ)@ pastor. Speaking of Dianna, she
@ accomplished so much during the past
year. She provided stability during a
lp transitional time, recruited outstanding

and competent staff, rendered {
compassionate pastoral care, and kept | 4
the church aiming at Christ’'s ministry as your main focus. (I have more

extensive thoughts in the 2009 Annual Report.)

As for this short timer, | leave with fond memories of Community Presbyterian! December brought
wonderful times of Advent worship and fellowship with each other in the progressive dinner and advent
workshop with our preschool friends. How can we ever forget the moving Christmas Sunday service

when we heard Handel's scripture-based message of God’s mighty acts in Jesus Christ? Then we
experienced a powerful Christmas Eve service with four-month-old Samuel Fischel portraying baby Jesus.
The year capped off with a New Year's Eve service in which the Spirit was palpably present.

I will always remember your faces on January 10 as you touched your foreheads with the baptismal
waters, giving you a reassuring reminder that by God’s grace you are a son or a daughter of God. On the
17" as | asked the ordination and installation questions, the sincere expressions on faces of those
answering struck me. Your leaders will be dedicated bunch in 2010!

This New Year holds out great things for you! The “real” pastor is coming and will be on site February 1
fulltime. Mike Vaughn has already met with your excellent staff, laying the ground work of getting to know
each one of them personally. He and | have talked extensively. He is a man of God who is fired up to
serve Christ and will help you all move forward in serving the King of Kings.

Thank you for all your kindnesses to me. It is been my joy and privilege to be a part of your lives and
ministries, even for only a few weeks. | will always remain incredibly thankful to Larry and Lorna Collins
for their bottomless graciousness in allowing me to be there houseguest for nine weeks.

May the presence of Christ fill you all, giving you faith and boldness in being Christ’s sent-out disciples of
His grace and love to your community and world.

Pastor Paul
The “Interim-Interim” Pastor

Editor’'s Note: We have enjoyed our time with Paul and are certain that God has even more powerful
ministry ahead for him. And on a personal note, we've enjoyed spending private time with him as well.
We wish him the very best of all of God’s blessings as he moves on in his special ministry.
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Parson- elect to People
Hi.

. You (that is the singular and plural form of the word) have been so gracious
- in inviting and welcoming me to this congregation. | am thrilled, grateful, and
ready to be among ya’ll. Together we are going to maintain and keep all the
best the last 90 years have garnered. Together we are going to claim and
squeeze to the max the excellence God has before us. The first word of our
relationship is going to be--Together.

I have a lot to learn: your names, what is important (and unimportant to you),
and which key opens the restroom. In the coming days, please be patient
with me as we learn each other’s ways.

The old wag is that a Calvinist (i.e. Presbyterian) is someone who fears “somewhere, someone is having
a good time.” | don’t accept that definition. | do accept this description: Our chief purpose is to glorify God
and to enjoy God forever. Notice there is no comma in the sentence construct. There is no distinction
between the glorifying and the enjoying. They are neither a separate or mutually exclusive task—but one.
There is that together idea again.

You started with this ministry many days ago. | join together with you the first day of February. Let the
glory and the joy continue!

February seventh I will fill the pulpit. (Only this time, would it be okay if you don’t send me out of the room
and vote?) The sermon title is: Three Things Your New Pastor Wants. I'll let you fanaticize what is on the
list.

Mike
Editor’s Note:We are delighted to welcome Rev. Mike Vaughn (Just call me “Mike.”) to CPC. After

meeting him for a short time and hearing him preach in January, we know that God has truly answered
our most fervent prayers. And a big thanks to the DPNC for all their hard work in finding Mike.

Per Capita for 2010

Remember: Each Presbyterian Church is charged a per capita fee for each
reported member. The amount for Community Presbyterian Church for 2010 is
$22.80 per person. Thank you for assuming your share. A per capita envelope is
in the 2010 Offering Envelope Packet or envelopes may be found in the pews

Stewardship Committee
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Update on the Bells

January 2010
Dear Ones All - our far-reaching and precious network of friends and family!

"Where are the Bells now?" This is always the annual question these days, isn't it? We admit that it is
very difficult to keep up with us - we hardly can. Here's the latest news.

The year 2009 held many transitions, some expected, some not at all. In December of 2008, after the two
year interim pastorate we shared in Fullerton, CA, Dianna began a one year interim in San Juan
Capistrano, CA. On January 10 our dear eldest daughter, Carrie Elizabeth, died. She had struggled with
alcoholism and depression for a long time. We were blessed to be surrounded by the church family in
SJC with many parents who had lost children. Soon afterward, on March 1, our youngest daughter,
Kathryn, was ordained and installed as pastor of the Covenant Presbyterian Church in Marshall, Missouri,
after a long search. So we are now adjusting to the loss of one daughter to death, and the other to a very
distant place.

While Dianna worked with the Capistrano church to prepare for a new pastor, Donald kept himself at the
computer putting our family stories into writing - first about Carrie's death, then Kathryn's call, and then
into our own stories of meeting and ministry. To celebrate Donald's 75th birthday, the three of us took a
short cruise to Mexico.

After the ending of our work in Southern California, on Thanksgiving weekend we moved back to

Sonoma to work on selling this place that has been on the market for 3 years. Sonoma is a very lovely
area to be in; however we find that we really don't want to be so far away from our family, now reduced to
only the three of us. For the Christmas holidays we drove back to spend two weeks with Kathryn. There

is the possibility of our being called, once again, to a church in need of our special skills in church healing,
this time in the Missouri area. We wait to see what new challenges God has in store for us.

So here is our contact information. We do hope that you will stay in touch with us. As we move around, it
is most assuring that our dear friends, far and near, are still with us! Thank you for that very special gift.

Donald and | wish for you a very good 2010. And we pray for our world peace, hope and healing.
With love for each of you,
Donald and Dianna Bell

170 Chiquita Camino
Sonoma, CA 95476
dodabell@earthlink.net
Donald: 714-745-2193
Dianna: 714-742-7516
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Out reach— mport ant

Did you know that many of the members and guests of our church are not
recorded in the friendship pad each week? Why is it important to fill out the
friendship pad?

Let me explain. There are two reasons. One is to record the attendance of
members and regular visitors into the church records so that the Member
Support Committee can track who is missing and contact them.

The other is to alert the Outreach Committee that a guest and or guest
family has attended. If we are aware of them, we can contact them and
welcome them to our church family, invite them to upcoming church events, and
let them know a little more about our church. Visitors may write their names but
not their addresses or phone numbers.

Please encourage those sitting next to you to fill out the friendship pad completely, and do so yourself.
Take time to get to know those around you during the greeting time. If haven’'t met someone, take a

moment and introduce yourself. You may also want to introduce them to a few people on the patio after
the service.

Our church is known as “The Small Church with a Big Heart.” By extending friendship, you will brighten
the day of our guests and be of service to our church. If you have any ideas or suggestions on how you
can help grow our church family, please contact Kimberly Muller 949-654-1243 or drop me a line at
jandkmuller@cox.net.

Habitat For Humanity - Update

MES /- HEROES

San Juan Capistrano’s — Habitat Homes for Heros and HELP ABEERICAS VETERANS
Foundations for Families Project Update: i s B e s,

Four homes have been completed, five more are nearing completion (dedication date of January 16).
Only eighteen more to go. CPC continues to be active in this local community outreach. Thank you to all
who have helped, working on the site, sponsoring, making lunches and supporting this activity.

We received the following card from Morales family.

To everyone at SJC Presbyterian Church

Thank you so much for our tree and gifts. May our
God bless your congregation.

Thank you
The Morales family: Joe, Katia, Kamille and Josie
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Rose Garden

The Rose Garden Volunteer Work Day was a tremendous success! 4 Bless all of those who tended and toiled on
their hands and knees. Plus many strong muscles! Many thanks to Judy Clark, Susan Grulkowski, Val Jessen,
Anne & Paul Larson, Tom Mason, Earl Porter, Karen & Don Seapy, Donna Sheaffer, John Hourian, and Mike
Vaughn. Also, providing the volunteers with nutritional relief were Frances Bucklin, Carol Leonard and Pat Mueller.

Nan Fryer, Deacon
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Giving From the Heart

One way CPC shows how big a heart we have is through our Mission giving. Per
capita, we are one of the most generous churches in Los Ranchos Presbytery. Our
most recent efforts have been directed toward disaster relief in Haiti. On Sunday,
January 17, we collected donations to go to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance in the
amount of $1175. This was in addition to money already sent to PDA by church
members, and there were quite a few who had already given.

At the meeting on January 19, the Session voted to donate an additional $1000 from our Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance reserves. The total sent from CPC to PDA from those two sources was $2175.

Some of the Christmas Joy Offering will also be sent to relieve the suffering in Haiti. CPC’s contribution
for 2009 was $1972.

In addition to those two items, some of our mission giving for 2009 included $5000 to Los Ranchos
Presbytery for World Wide Mission and Social Justice Ministries. We gave over $17,000 to local missions
including local schools, Habitat for Humanity, FAM and God’s Hidden Treasures. The youth raised $662
of that amount from half the proceeds of their 30-hour fast.

The Deacons gave over $11,000 in addition to the many hours of their time and TLC. Presbyterian
Women were responsible for over $3500 more. And our One Great Hour of Sharing contribution was just
under $4000.

In total, our Mission giving for 2009 totaled $43,755. (A detailed breakdown will be available in the annual
report.) We are indeed the small church with the big heart!

CPC Preschool & Kindergarten

Our Preschool and Kindergarten programs continue to be successful, and we are in the planning stages
of some special events during the coming months. We are excited about Pastor Mike’s arrival. He wants
to participate in the preschool, so you can expect to see him around during classes. We'll have more
information on upcoming events to share with everyone soon.

We are grateful for our teachers, students and their families, and the church for this very special ministry.
Terri Treemarcki-Beck, Director
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Update on Haiti

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is coordinating its efforts with our ecumenical and international
partners in the relief work in Haiti. Carlos Cardenas is on the ground in Port-au-Prince as part of the initial
response team. The past few days’ priorities have focused on search and rescue, medical attention for
those injured by the earthquake, along with food distribution for the survivors.

Food and fuel supplies are limited and there is urgent need to bring in these most essential resources at
this time. Fifteen sites have been identified for distribution of relief items. Distribution of food and clean
water are a top priority. It is estimated that 200,000 families, nearly one million people, are without homes
and living out in the open air. Temporary shelter is a focus for this next week. PDA and its partners are
seeking to bring in 20,000 tents to Port-au-Prince in this next week. There are three to four thousand
tents currently on site.

The greatest need from the church, along with prayer, is financial support in order to gather and
strategically mobilize these most urgent relief supplies in the critical days that lie ahead.

From the PCUSA website January 18, 2010.
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Presbyterian Women

@ Bible Study — Joshua — A Journey of Faith. Rev. Mike Vaughn will lead the Bible Study
Preview — Lesson 5 - on Wednesday, February 3, 2010 from 10:00 — 11:00 in the PASTOR’S
STUDY.

Lydia Circle will meet Wednesday, February 10, 10:00 am at San Juan Mobile Estates Clubhouse
(32302 Alipaz St; San Juan Cap 92675) and will be studying Lesson 5. Contact Colleen Emery for details
496.7521 — cemery@cox.net

Martha Circle will meet Thursday, February 11, 9:30 am in the Youth Center at the church and will be
studying Lesson 5. Contact Val Jessen for details 495.0350 — jessen23@cox.net

Mary-Deborah Circle will meet Tuesday, February 9, 7:00 PM at the home of Bernie Schwenck and will
be studying Lesson 5. Contact Anne Larson 493.7098 (pnalarson@yahoo.com) for further information

@ The PW Book Club will meet Tuesday, February 23 at 7:00 PM at the home of Terri Treemarcki-
Beck - 365.0873. Call or email ( tbeck@sjcpres.org ) for directions. The selection for discussion is
The Horse Boy, by Rupert Isaacson.

@ The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, February 4 at 9:30 (after breakfast) in the Youth
Center. On February 18 we will meet in the Youth Center from 9:30 to 1:00 or so. Lunch included.
Contact Marilyn Johnson for details 498.2231 — mj1626@aol.com

February Birthdays Anniversaries

4 Kayla Noble 13 Christina Carroll 7 Rich and Susie Zodnik

8 Tierney Lenahan 18 Susan Grulkowski 18 Ron and Julie Dull

9 Lauren Grulkowski 19 Emily Ause 18 Leonard and Luanna Rugh
9 Rich Zodnik 19 Ruth Willett

10 Ryan Rodeiguez 24 Elizabeth Galbraith

11 Don Seapy 19 Ruth Willett

12 Wally Hamme
12 Donna Kirk
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