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           THE CHIMES 

Monthly Newsletter  of Community Presbyter ian Church 
JULY-AUGUST 2009 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
Celebrating 90 Years of  Christian Service 

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 
 

 
 

Summer is upon us. 
 
Schools are on summer break. Many in our congregation are off on 
vacation. This usually means a slowdown in church activities. However, 
this year many planning sessions are in full swing. These include: 
 

·  Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) – This group is being formed 
and will begin the work of finding and presenting a new pastor to 
the congregation.  

 
·  CPC Fine Arts Festival: We are expanding on our successful past concept of “Art on the Green” to 

now include not only displays of artwork, but also seminars on writing, photography and painting. 
Live music performances and entertainment are planned during the day, and refreshments will be 
available. See page eight for more details.    

 
·  Turning Ninety Anniversary Task Force: Plans are continuing with the celebration of our church 

reaching the grand old age of ninety. The celebration is planned for October of 2009. For the 
latest progress update see page nine. 

 
 
The Chimes traditionally does not publish in August. This year is no exception. Please look for the 
September issue of the Chimes available on the website www.sjcpres.com or in the Narthex the final 
week in August. 
 
 
 

Events and Activities 
Thursday July 2nd 9:30 am Quilters Summer Program (See page 6) 
Saturday July 4th    Independence Day 
 
Saturday August 22nd 11:00 am CPC Fine Arts Festival (See page 8) 
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Session Repor t  
 

A Called Meeting of Session, moderated by Rev. Jerry Elliott who was acting for vacationing Interim Pastor 
Dianna Bell, was attended by eight elders following worship on Sunday, June 7. Elder Fran Eagan presented the 
findings of the Preschool Task Force which recommended hiring Terri Treemarcki-Beck for the position of Preschool 
Director to replace Christina Smith who is now teaching full time at Saddleback Community College. The Session 
voted to approve this recommendation. Terri started working part-time immediately and will work full-time starting 
August 17. Terri recommended and received Session approval to add a kindergarten class and an afternoon 
enrichment class to the Preschool curriculum. 

Six elders met with Interim Pastor Dianna Bell for a Regular Meeting of Session on the evening of June 16. 
Six elders were excused. Elder Terri Treemarcki-Beck submitted a written resignation from Session and the 
Worship Committee because of her employment as the new Preschool Director. Her resignation, effective at the 
end of this Meeting of Session, was accepted with understanding and regret.  

Home communion was served by Interim Pastor Dianna Bell and Deacon Pat Mueller to 8 persons during 
the week of May 3. CPC membership rolls now include 186 Active and 26 Inactive members after 3 new members 
were voted in by Session on May 19 and were presented to the congregation on May 31. Communion was served 
to 127 persons at worship on June 7. Pairs of Deacons served home communion to 16 people during the week of 
June 7 while Interim Pastor Dianna Bell was on vacation. 

Elder Paul Larson, Church Treasurer, distributed and summarized the May 31 financial statements which 
indicate that General Fund and Preschool Fund year-to-date incomes exceed their respective expenses and 
provided satisfactory net cash positions at this time. Pastor’s Housing Fund year-to-date income is lower than 
expenses because of unexpected repairs. The kitchen dishwasher needs replacement because of its age and a 
water leak. Deacons Fund income is falling behind expenses and their cash balance is low. Session approved 
spending $1,200 for repairs on the church organ.  

Nominations submitted by Elder Lorna Collins offered the names of seven candidates who agreed to serve 
on the PNC (Pastor Nominating Committee). Session recommended addition of two more candidates to achieve a 
broader representation of the congregation. Session scheduled a Called Meeting of the Congregation on June 28 to 
vote on the PNC slate, to vote to choose between a designated pastor vs a called pastor, and to vote on the length 
of the designated pastor’s term (2 or 4 years) if one is selected.  

Elder Terri T-Beck recommended and Session approved creation of a kindergarten and enrichment 
classroom in the space now used as the CE Room for up to 20 children by replacing the floor covering, adding 
counter space and a sink, and providing chairs and adjustable tables appropriate for use by both children and adults 
so the room will remain available for church group meetings. A wrought iron fence will be erected outside the new 
classroom to keep the children from running into the parking lot. If kindergarten and enrichment class enrollments 
are sufficient, Session approved hiring Megan Beck as the teacher for these classes. Elder Beck withdrew during 
the discussion and vote on this action. If significant enrollment for these classes is achieved, Session approved 
hiring of up to two teacher’s assistants. Session approved modification of the Preschool Teacher’s lounge and 
workroom to provide an enclosed office for the Preschool Director. It was recommended and approved to change 
the official name of the Preschool to “Community Presbyterian Church Preschool and Kindergarten.”  

Elder Marge Ball presented a report on stewardship showing that contributions in all categories except 
regular pledges are running well ahead of the approved budget. Total contributions are 10 percent ahead of the 
approved budget but regular pledges are 8 percent below the budget. A stewardship and finance report will be 
presented to the congregation on Sunday, July 19.  

Session approved a request from Ocean Hills Community Church to use the CPC unpaved parking lot for 
events on June 22 and 26 at no charge. CPC received a request from Verizon for long-term rental of space on CPC 
property for installation of an antenna array and an electronic equipment enclosure for cell phone communications. 
The request was denied because elders and parents perceive long-term exposure of Preschool children to 
electromagnetic radiation from the antennas is an unacceptable risk.  

Elder Marge Ball reported that the 90th Anniversary Task Force has been busy. Events will be held on 
October 17 and 18. These include a walking tour of historic sites in San Juan Capistrano, a meditation labyrinth 
borrowed from Los Ranchos Presbytery, a CPC birthday party and carnival following the Sunday worship service, a 
dinner and entertainment in Fellowship Hall and on Sue’s Porch, and a drawing for a special quilt being made by 
Doris Rinehart. Registrations will be taken starting Sunday, September 27.  

Session approved a request from Don Mueller to plan and carry out a men’s retreat at Green Valley Lake 
on October 23 - 25. Session approved spending $1,300 to repair and upgrade the church computer system. 

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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Turning Ninety -  Spotlight 
 
Don’t let Kay Rudel’s genteel shyness fool you into thinking she’s had 
an easy life. Although she had thirty-four wonderful years married to 
August Rudel, her younger years were filled with hardship, abuse and 
working hard to support her beloved son, George Butler, Jr., her pride 
and joy. She has a strong resilient character and attributes her 
longevity to “good genes”. 
 
Kay Abbott was born in New York City on September 18, 1914. Her 
mother came from Ireland and was working in a hospital laundry room 
trying to earn money to go to nursing school when she met and 
married Kay’s Yankee father. Kay was only six years old when her 
father died in the flu epidemic of 1921. 
 
Kay was forced to work when she was just sixteen years old to help support her family. Her first job was 
for Pictorial Review, a fashion review magazine. Being industrious, she rented a typewriter, taught herself 
to type and also learned shorthand. Kay was very naïve and married George Butler at nineteen to escape 
her difficult family situation. It was out of the frying pan and into the fire because George was an alcoholic. 
 
When she was twenty-three, she left her husband and got a job at Vogue, part of Harpers Bazaar, to 
support her mother, George Jr. and herself. She loved getting the magazine for free and also admired the 
photography. She wanted to paint, but she didn’t have any art supplies—only ordinary pencils; so she 
sketched the photos of models and she “couldn’t believe the miracle of what she produced.” Before that, 
Kay never thought of herself as having artistic talent, even after her art teacher recognized it. Her teacher 
helped her get a scholarship to an all-girls’ high school in New York City, which she was only able to 
attend for one year. 
 
Next, she worked at a pharmaceutical company on Long Island and was the only office worker in the 
Union. She won a beauty contest at the annual dinner dance where she also met Vincent Lopez, the 
dance orchestra leader. He tried to get her into show business, but she was a single mom and didn’t 
want that kind of big city show business life. She attended night school to prepare for the civil service 
exam and became a switchboard operator for the Westchester County Army Post in 1942. After that, she 
learned court reporting and was able to get a good job as a secretary for the New Rochelle City Engineer. 
She and George Jr. had a nice home where he could go to parochial school. They didn’t have a phone, a 
car or a TV, but it was a good life. That job put her in the right place to meet Harry Truman and then 
Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1952 on their whistle stops in New Rochelle. Kay has two newspaper photos in 
her den to prove it. 
 
Kay didn’t think she’d ever get married again; but as chance and friends would have it, she met August 
Rudel in 1960. She was working as the Principal’s secretary for the Board of Education and doing court 
reporting during the summer. One of her fellow teachers went to the same church as August, who had 
been widowed for two years, and they invited them both to dinner. They fell in love and were married 
shortly thereafter. August was handsome, a perfect gentleman, and she feels lucky to have met him. 
 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Kay Rudel – Continued from page 3) 
 
When August retired as a mechanical engineer in 1964, they moved to San Juan Capistrano. Since Kay 
was Catholic and August was Presbyterian, they visited different churches before finding Community 
Presbyterian Church. It was not only near their home, but Kay was impressed that the Pastor called on 
them after they visited one Sunday. Kay and August were slow at getting acquainted with the laid-back 
congregation, but eventually met many friends. August was always very involved, popular and helpful at 
the church according to Kay. 
 
Kay and August loved to travel and toured extensively throughout the world. Kay took art classes locally 
and started to sell her paintings. One of her recent joys is that she sold a print of a painting of the San 
Juan Capistrano Depot that she did in 1976. Besides her artwork, she loved playing golf and belonged to 
the San Juan Capistrano Women’s Club for ten years. She also likes doing crewel work and decorating 
which is evident in her model-like home in San Juan Capistrano. 
 
 
 
 

 

“I  Want  t o Have a Mission” Survey Result s 
 
WOW! Talk about a busy bunch of people! 
 
Seventy-one responses to our mission survey on May 31 were turned in. 
Your responses indicate a dizzying array of activity and a high level of 
support for projects and programs endorsed and supported by our church, 
as well as involvement in many other organizations and personal mission 
activities. 
 
The results are summarized on the chart on the following page. We know 
that not everything we support as a church is mentioned -- such as “God’s 
Hidden Treasures” -- but that is only because no one mentioned them on 
the survey. 
 
Several busy people volunteered that they are willing to consider taking on more, and some have already 
been contacted. 
 
You may remember we were talking a few years ago about a “ministry of engagement.” Well, we are 
doing it folks, we are doing it! 
 
Thanks for your wonderful response! There will be more follow-up. 
 
Jerry Elliott 
(On behalf of the Mission Committee) 
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 Community Presbyterian Church Survey  Activity – Organization Chart  
 

CPC Basic Church Functions  Other Organizations and Activities 

Church and Pre-School Staff (Employees)   Alzheimer’s Association  
Church committee (including 90th Anniversary)   Family planning organizations  
Church building maintenance   Friends of the Library  
Church officer (pastor, elder, deacon)   Kathy's House (Casa de Kathy)  
Cleaning   Kinship Adoption Center  
Cooking   Meals on Wheels  
Financial support   Performing Arts Center Guild  
Greeters and ushers   Public school athletics program  
Music (conductors, singers, instrumentalists)   Public school teacher or volunteer  
Office staff and volunteers   Recently bereaved support group  
Personally welcoming visitors   World Vision (child sponsorship & financial supp)  
Praying for church, pastor, session, deacons, etc.   Other organizations too numerous to list 

Presbyterian Women, including circles   Personal Mission Activities  
Providing pastoral care for the pastor   Caring for family members with special needs  
Quilting   Counseling adolescents  
Rose garden care   Developing cooperatives and credit unions  
Setting up and taking down furniture   in underdeveloped countries  
Transportation, including golf cart   Donating blood and platelets  
Vaccinations at church   Driving people to doctors' appts., stores, etc.  

CPC related/supported organizations  Gardening for neighbor  
"Care and Share" group at Del Obispo Terrace   Managing and coaching sports  
Family Assistance Ministries   Picking up medicine for disabled  
Collecting, donating, delivering food   Providing home setting for troubled teen  
Hunger Walk   Repairing furniture  
Habitat for Humanity   Supporting schools for women in Africa  
Working on site Preparing and delivering lunches   Visiting hospital patients and shut-ins  
Family partnering   Writing a book  
Presbyterian Partnership/Habitat for Humanity   Writing to prisoners  

 
 
 
 

Independence Day 
 
Celebrate the founding of our country.  
 
 Have a safe and sane Forth of July. 
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Summer  Pr ogr am f or  Quilt er s – 
or those who like to sew 

 
When ?  July 2, July 16, August 6, August 20 
   All dates are subject to change/cancellation 
Where?  Fellowship Hall – CPC 
What time?  9:30 – 2:30 
What to bring? Sewing machine, scissors, project (if you have one – otherwise, work on the quilts 

to be donated). If you have fabric to be donated to the group, that would be 
appreciated 

Lunch? Salad greens will be provided. Bring some toppings for a Friendship Salad. 
  

o Some will be working on unfinished projects (UFO’s) 
o Others will be cutting fabric for quilts for Pendleton, e.g. 
o A few will be pinning and pressing quilt pieces 
o You may be just sitting, drinking coffee and visiting 

 
RSVP to Marilyn Johnson  

949.498.2231 (MJ1626@aol.com) before each session. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Men’s Ret r eat  
 

A Men’s Retreat is being planned for October 23, 24, 25 at Green Valley Lake 
with Dr. Donald Bell as facilitator. So put the date on your calendars, 
Blackberry’s or whatever toy manages your life. Contact Don Mueller for 
advance registrations. 
 
donmueller@cox.net  
388-7990 
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CPC Pr eschool News 
 
I am very excited to have been named the new Director of Preschool. Personnel, Finance, and I have 
been busy meeting and designing additional programs for our wonderful preschool. These are exciting 
times for Community Presbyterian Church Preschool and Kindergarten. 
 
Besides our current program, we will offer two new programs in September. For the first time, we will 
offer a morning kindergarten class taught by a California state-credentialed teacher. The goal of this class 
will be to give parents the opportunity to enroll their child in a small class which will meet the state 
standards for kindergarten and to prepare their child to enter first grade in the public school system. We 
have set a limit of twenty students for this class. State licensing requires us to maintain a 12:1 ratio, so if 
more than 12 students enroll, we will hire an assistant. 
 
An afternoon enrichment class will also be offered. This class is designed to enhance a child’s learning 
experience through science, art, and music. Our new kindergarten teacher will teach the enrichment 
program. It will be offered Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday afternoons. If more than ten children 
enroll in this class, we will hire an assistant. 
 
Registration is now open. Please call 493-9141 if you are interested or would like more information. 
Please help us to spread the word -- tell your neighbors and friends about our new programs! 
 
 
 
We have hired Megan Beck as our kindergarten teacher. She recently 
graduated from Chico State University with a BA and a Multiple Subject 
K-6 Teaching Credential. Megan has six years experience working in 
preschool and six months experience working in a kindergarten 
classroom.   
 
I am looking forward to the coming school year with great enthusiasm. 
 
Terri Treemarcki-Beck 
Director of Preschool 
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Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan Capistrano 
Fine Arts Festival 2009 

Featuring artists, crafters, musicians, writers, workshops, fun for the kids, food 
and a great time for everyone! 

 
August  22 , 2009 f rom  11:00 a .m . t o  4 :00 p .m . 

 
San J uan Cap is t rano Com m uni t y  Presbyt er ian  Churc h 

32202 De l  Ob ispo St reet  
San J uan Cap is t rano, Ca l i fo rn ia  92675 

Phone: (949) 493-1502 
Em ai l : o f f ic e@sjc pres.org   

 

 Workshops to be presented throughout the day by artists and writers 

 Artists, crafters, musicians, and writers will sell their creations 

 Lunch and snacks will be available for purchase 

 Musicians will entertain 

 Drawings will be held for great prizes 

 Learning opportunities and entertainment for the entire family 

 Invite your friends and neighbors! 

 

Featuring award-winning mystery writer Mar i l yn  Mered i t h  

Marilyn will present her workshop on “How to Write a Mystery” and be on hand to autograph copies of her 
books. 

Award-winning artist Robert L. Schwenck will describe how he creates a painting and then create one 
during the event. 

Award-winning photographer Thomas M. Hill will present a workshop on how to take great pictures and 
will display his work. 

A new mystery, Murder…They Wrote by authors Larry K. & Lorna Collins will be launched. Be the first 
to own an autographed copy. 

And much, much more! 
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Celebr at ing our  90 t h Anniver sar y 

Start spreading the news! Your 90th Anniversary Task Force has unveiled a glimpse of the weekend 
celebration schedule for October 17 & 18, 2009. Here is the current weekend schedule. 

Saturday morning, October 17 - 10:00 am - Historic walk of our church locations. Lorie Porter 
and docents from the San Juan Capistrano Historical Society will lead this two- hour walk, which 
will include history on our church beginnings as well as stops at church sites. Group size will be 
limited so all can hear. Signups for the walk will begin on Sunday, September 27. 

Saturday afternoon, October 17 - 3:00 - 6:00 pm - The Narthex and Sanctuary will be open for 
reunions of long-time friends who have returned for the celebration, meditation time for a labyrinth 
we will be using during the weekend, a place to share photos, stories and comments for a guest 
book. 

Saturday night, October 17, 6:00 - 9:00 pm - Dinner and entertainment in the Fellowship Room 
and Sue’s Porch. Opportunity quilt drawing. We will start selling tickets & taking dinner 
reservations on Sunday, September 27. 

Sunday morning, October 18, 9:30 am - Special celebration church service to praise God. 

Sunday afternoon, October 18, right after church until 3:00 pm - The Birthday Party! Lunch, 
bounce house, carnival atmosphere…fun for all ages! 

Grab your calendar and save this special weekend for your church family. The taskforce members need 
your help in these areas: 

·  Bring past attendees to our birthday party. Email or write your friends who previously attended 
CPC and tell them to “Save That Weekend for CPC.” Get their contact (postal address) to Mary 
Elliott. A special mailing will go out with invitations, reservation details, etc. from the church to 
your friends. If you only have an email address we can email you an invitation to send them 
electronically. Be sure to look over your Christmas lists, address list, Outlook list and such. It is 
also possible to get names and addresses at www.411.com if you can not locate your contact 
information. 

·  Consider housing a visitor or two. We will be gathering housing information later this summer for 
those who have rooms and match them with those out-of-town visitors who need a place to stay. 

·  Host a table for the special dinner on Saturday night. The 
Fellowship Committee of Fran Eagan, Barbara Lanni, and Barbara 
Ward will be recruiting people to host a table by bringing their own 
special dinner china, silverware, glassware, etc. Watch for more 
details from this energetic committee! 

With all of us working together, it will be one great reunion for the 
celebration!  

Marge J. Ball 

Stewardship Chairman 
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Bir t hdays 
 
JULY     AUGUST 
01 Krista Gilson   01 Jay Dalton    22 Bruce Smith 
02 Alanna Lenahan   04 Jackie Brubaker   24 Lorna Collins 
03 John Muller   04 Honey Cassady   27 Cristy Maxey 
05 Jeanne Christiansen  05 Debbie Reeder   29 Mary West 
06 Billy Bell    06 Jerry Elliott 
13 Nelloise Blue   08 Ron Dull 
14 Beryl Hourian   08 Liz Stokes 
15 Ken Ledermann   09 Jim Young 
15 Jeff Stone    10 Melody Gilson 
16 Erin Frey    10 Leonard Rugh 
16 Cristina Maxey   11 Ave Claire Cannon 
18 Jeannie Grimshaw   11 Matthew Maxey 
21 Jim Verbeerst   11 Dana Stebbins 
22 Muriel Beery   13 Shirley Ferguson 
22 Norman Ferguson   13 Joanne Fraze 
24 Lynda Reid    15 Robert Taylor 
27 David Beck    16 Patty Roess 
31 Jane Teeple   21 Jeff Wermers 
 
 
 
 
 
 July  Ann i versar i es   August  Ann i versar i es 
 03 Paul and Anne Larson   05 Ron and Dorinda Ross 
 06 Bob and Tammy Ause   14 Al and Marilyn Johnson 
 11 Jim and Sue Stebbins   19 Bernie and Bob Schwenck 
 27 Tina and Robert Minty   27 Jerry and Mary Elliott 
       30 Dale and Ruth McLeod 
       30 Nancy and Timothy Powers 
       31 Dave and Ruth Willett 
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