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           THE CHIMES 

Monthly Newsletter  of Community Presbyter ian Church 
MAY 2009 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
Celebrating 90 Years of  Christian Service 

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 

East er  Celebr at ion 
 

Christ is Risen! – This is a time of change and renewal in 
both the church and in our own lives.  
 
…You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you. And you will be my witnesses …to the ends of the Earth. 

Acts 1:8 
 
The Chimes wishes to thank to all those who made the 
Easter season so meaningful for the congregation this year 
 

·  Rev. Dianna Bell for her inspirational messages on 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday 

·  The Worship Committee, office staff, and volunteers 
for their dedication and leadership. 

·  The choir and praise band for their inspiring music  
·  All who helped decorate the sanctuary and flower 

cross 
 
 
 
 
       Remember… 

 

Event s and Act ivit ies 
May   6, Wednesday 10:00 am Bible Study with Dianna Bell (see page 8) 
May 10, Sunday   Mother’s Day 
May 16, Saturday 11:30 am. PW Luncheon and Fashion Show (see Page 8) 
May 16, Saturday   Armed Forces day 
May 17 Sunday  11:00 am Called congregational meeting to elect officers 
May 23, Saturday   Youth Fundraiser Dinner (see page 7) 
May 25, Monday   Memorial Day 
 
Ladies, mark you calendars for the women’s retreat October 2nd through 4th  
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Fr om your  I nt er im Minist er  

 
Eastertide - here we are in the great season of celebration between the resurrection of our Lord on 
Easter and the empowerment of his followers with the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. This is the season in 
which we enjoy the beauties of Spring. 
 
May 1st, May Day. Have you ever taken flowers to someone on this day? Well, maybe not just real 
flowers. Maybe May 1st could be the day we give a bouquet of hope to someone in a tough place in life. 
Or that bouquet could be a start-up conversation between an adult and a Youth in our congregation. Or 
flowers of forgiveness might be offered to someone who has offended us, or a phone call to one who has 
been separated from the community for some reason. Many ways to give a bouquet on May Day. 
 
I love Spring. It is my favorite time of year, because it is full of the life that has been subdued during 
winter (at least in some parts of the country). As a gardener, I take the energy of a growing garden 
seriously, and I find many parallels between the life of a garden and the life of faith. Likely I'll be referring 
to some of them in coming weeks. 
 
One poem comes to mind from at 8th century bishop: 
 
'Tis the spring of souls today; Christ hath burst His prison, 
And from three days' sleep in death As a sun has risen. 
Now rejoice, Jerusalem, And with true affection 
Welcome in unwearied stains Jesus' resurrection! 
 
You might recall the first stanza better: 
 
Come, ye faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness, 
God hath brought forth Israel Into joy from sadness; 
Loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke Jacob's sons and daughters; 
Led them, with unmoistened foot, Through the Red Sea waters. 
             St. John of Damascus (c. 675-749) 
 
A Blessed and empowering Eastertide to you! 
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Session Repor t  
 

 Seven of the ten elders met with Interim Pastor Dianna Bell 
on the evening of April 21 at a Regular Meeting of Session. A 

guest, Elder Barbara Murphy, came from Los Ranchos Presbytery 
to advise Session about the tasks which must be completed 

before selecting a new pastor to serve CPC. A planning meeting 
called “Vision Day,” with the Congregation and Barbara Murphy, is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 6. At this meeting, the Congregation 
will discuss where CPC has been and where it expects to go. The old Mission Study Program has been 
simplified and shortened. The demographics of CPC and of the area will be studied. The second major 
step is for Session to nominate a list of 7 or 9 candidates so the Congregation can authorize them to be 
the Pastor Nominating Committee. The third step is for Session to examine all issues and present them 

to the Congregation so it can choose whether to seek a “designated” or a “called” pastor.  
 Elder Murphy praised Session for its effort to prepare “Guidelines for a Retired Pastor and 
Spouse” and “Guidelines for the Congregation,” which apply to our circumstances. Bob & Bernie 
Schwenck participated in the preparation along with the Session, the Executive Presbyter and the 
Presbytery Committee on Ministry. Session approved the final draft of these “Guidelines” and is in the 
process of distributing them widely to the congregation. Los Ranchos faces the same situation in several 
of the other churches and is working hard to address the growing problem across the Presbytery. 
 Memberships of Bob & Tammy Ause and Erna McCollum were transferred to their new 
Presbyterian Church homes in Michigan and Texas. The reduced CPC rolls include 183 active and 30 
inactive members. Communion was served to 141 persons on Palm Sunday, April 5, and to 44 persons 
on Maundy Thursday, April 9. Home communion was served to 5 persons in March by Pastor Bell and 
Deacon Bucklin. 
 Treasurer Paul Larson reported that the March 31 General Fund cash position increased 
substantially as a result of a large unpledged contribution in March. The March 31 Preschool Fund cash 
position is steady. Elder Tom Lanni recommended and Session approved making a job offer to Kasey 
Littlejohns to be the Praise Band leader, vocalist, keyboard player and to prepare PowerPoint slides for 
selections being sung. Personnel Committee is planning to begin a formal search to fill the position of 
Choir Director. Lucky Tutor will certainly be the first candidate. Session authorized Preschool Director 
Christina Smith to take a vacation, with Sally Young being offered a contract to replace her for 4 weeks in 
July. 
 Session approved a motion to schedule the Stewardship Drive for 2010, beginning Oct 25 and 
ending Nov 15. A task force of 9 people was formed to work out details for the Celebration of CPC’s 90th 
Anniversary. Contributions received by March 31 were well ahead of the budget in pledged yearly and 
unpledged categories, but fell behind the budget in freewill and pledged weekly/monthly categories. Total 
contributions through March 31 were 31.2% of the annual budget for 3 months, or 25% of a full year.  
 Building & Grounds was authorized to contract extended use of Fellowship Hall by Lauren 
Recupero for dance & singing lessons for preschool-age children through this summer. B&G was also 
authorized to contract with Lisa Schmalle for a one-time use of the sanctuary for a violin recital in May. 
B&G was authorized contract to make changes in the Youth Center to correct problems noted by the Fire 
Authority inspector. An agreement was made for using the Youth Center for one day in May for a meeting 
of an outside quilting group.  
 The CE Committee announced the hoped-for confirmation class has been postponed. Session 
approved a fund raiser dinner to help with the costs of youth summer camp and transportation, to be held 
on May 23 at the Lanni home. CPC Youth Sunday will be June 14. Session approved pre-payment for 
Calvin Crest summer camp for 18 campers. This money will be repaid from fund raiser and youth 
contributions.  

(Continued to page 4) 
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(Session Report - continued from Page 3) 
 
 F&C moved and Session approved that the church network server be audited and that required 
service be provided to bring its software up to date. F&A moved and Session approved extension of the 
property rental and utility contract with Head Start for another five years at the same rates.  
 Nominating Committee requested and Session approved a Called Congregational Meeting on 
May 17 to elect one or two elders to fill vacancies. To replace an earlier-approved “Mystery Dinner,” 
Session approved a “CPC Fine Arts Festival,” with craft exhibits, on August 22, as a fund raiser for the 
Celebration of CPC’s 90th Anniversary.  
 
 Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
 

The 90t h Anniver sar y Task For ce 
 
The task force members are: 
 

Betty and Weldon Dorris   Lori Porter 
Mary Elliott     Doris Rinehart 
Donna Kirk     Patty Roess 
Barbara Lanni     Barbara Ward 

 
 The group met Sunday, April 19 right after church. Events for the big anniversary celebration will 
be scheduled on Saturday, October 17 and Sunday, October 18 
 This very enthusiastic group will meet again on Sunday, May 3, after church services to establish 
the specific activities and to develop a timeline for accomplishing the plans. 
 Task force members may contact you directly as their planning progress continues. Thank you for 
your support of this great group of organizers and the 90th celebration. 
 
 
 

Ur gent  Request  f r om FAM 
 
The message below is from Michelle Lincoln who has been working with the 
FAM food pantry. Please take a moment to note the food items that would be 
helpful to the food pantry.  
 
“Today I dropped off the food donated by CPC and was greeted by very worried volunteers.  They 
showed me how empty the shelves have become and gave me a list of items that are greatly needed. I'm 
thinking maybe we could remind people of the continuing great need, and perhaps the red wagon could 
travel the church aisle more than once a month. 
 
The items needed are peanut butter and jelly, soup, all types of beans, rice, pasta sauce, macaroni and 
cheese, canned fruit, canned green beans, canned corn, canned chili, tuna, diapers sizes 4-5-6, toilet 
paper and baby wipes. Thank you." 
 
We will indeed pull the "red wagon" up the aisle each Sunday to collect the non-perishable items you 
bring for the FAM food pantry. You might want to make a habit of buying extra items for the wagon each 
time you shop at the market. 
 
Thank all of you for your continued support of our neighbors in need. 
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Tur ning 90 spot light :  Ella Mae Thompson 
 
We are very fortunate to have as a member of our church and of 
Presbyterian Women, sweet and smiling 94 year old, Ella Mae 
Thompson. She is a resident at Atria San Juan where she enjoys the 
friendly people, the many programs, and the good food. 
 
Ella Mae began her wonderful life in Dillon, Montana on November 6, 
1914. She was three when her father, Vern Spencer, mother, Nettie 
and three siblings moved to Elverta, California. In that rural area near 
Sacramento the family lived on a farm, raising chickens and doing 
chores while her father worked in the walnut groves. Ella recalls that 
this was a wonderful generation in which to be a child. The children 
played outdoor games, loved their parents and after dark had family 
game time. She recalls being well loved by her grandparents who 
visited from Iowa. During these years Ella Mae formed her industrious 
character which she describes as a “busy bee.” She baked her first cake at seven years old. She learned 
to crochet, embroider and knit. These home industries were to be very fulfilling pursuits in her later life. 
 
After high school, Ella Mae went to work at a family-owned restaurant where she met a handsome, red 
haired young man from St. Louis, Missouri. Six weeks later, Edwin Thompson and Ella Mae were dating! 
Ella Mae and Ed were married in 1934. Two years later, they welcomed a precious baby daughter, whom 
they named Jody. Ed joined the Navy right before WWII while Ella Mae enjoyed being a homemaker, 
sewing, cooking and spending time with Jody. She enrolled Jody in dancing lessons which led to Ella 
Mae sewing costumes for her and her classmates. Jody’s dance company entertained the troops at the 
Shrine Auditorium.  
 
After Edwin returned from duty, he started working as a carpenter and worked his way up to 
superintendent. In 1942, the family moved to East Los Angeles to be closer to Ed’s work. In Arcadia, Ella 
Mae became very involved with her church which formed in a garage and is now known as Village 
Presbyterian. Ella Mae served for more than fifty years with the Women’s Association, putting on 
luncheons and holding craft sales for the youth programs. Word got out that Ella Mae loved to quilt and a 
group of 6 to 8 women was formed to quilt and fellowship. The group found that many people had quilt 
tops which had been put away in their attics and needed to be quilted. Some were very old, even one 
that was a hundred years old! Ed made a frame large enough to hold the quilts while the group worked 
on them. Each quilt made by the group was lovingly sewn by hand. Our own Jerry Elliot was pastor there 
for a time and Mary was a quilter with Ella Mae. Much good mission work was accomplished through their 
efforts. 
 
After retirement, Ed and Ella Mae bought a truck and a travel trailer which they enjoyed at Big Bear on 
the lake. Ella Mae enjoyed taking her grandson out in the boat and fishing. She has two grandsons, Mike 
and Douglas, two great-granddaughters, Molly and Kelly, and one great-grandson, Grant. When Ed 
passed away after 70 years of marriage, Jody moved Ella Mae here to San Juan. Ella Mae pledged when 
she moved to reach out each day and make someone smile. The staff at her new home must have 
sensed this infectious spirit when she was crowned queen of the Senior Prom! Ella Mae loves God and 
can be found attending CPC services or at PW events where all those who meet her can enjoy her sweet, 
smiling face. 
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Habit at  Updat e 
 
The first four Habitat homes in SJC are now fitted with state-of-the-art solar 
photovoltaic electric panels. Their electricity should be nearly free! Stop by to 
see the results and see the Capistrano Dispatch video of the solar kickoff at 
http://www.youtube.com/CapistranoDispatch 
 
Fifteen CPC volunteer builders worked on the homes on Saturday, April 18, 
getting them ready for their dedication and family occupancy in July 2009! Once 
again, our church provided the lunches. 
 
 

Volunteers were: 
Terri & David Beck   Donna & Andy Shaeffer 
David Ludwig    Bob Schwenck 
Bill Lyon    Tim Powers 
Kim Harris    Lucky Tudor 
Ryan Eagan    Bill Gardner 
Dale McLeod    Michelle & Bob Lincoln 

 
There was a Habitat article in the Orange County Register last month, 
and our own David Ludwig appeared on KOCE for an update on the 
project. 
 
CPC has committed its support for this very special project. Please 
continue to pray for the families who will occupy these homes, the 
people who are working on them and the Habitat staff. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fr om J udy Richt er  

Dear Choir Members, 
 
I want to thank all of you for outstanding work in presenting choral 
music throughout the Lenten, Holy Week, and Easter season. The 
anthems were challenging, but I was very pleased about the quality of 
preparation and performance of all of them. I think that the Easter 
service anthem with the fine trumpet player was very well received 
and enjoyed by the congregation. 
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CPC Yout h 
 
I'm excited for what is in store for the youth of CPC. The summer is looking to warm up to be a fun and 
busy one, but before I get ahead of myself, we have a few things coming up that you can be a part of. 
 
On Saturday, May 23rd, the students are putting on their annual 
themed dinner fundraiser. Proceeds from the dinner will help send 
our students to Calvin Crest, the summer trip. The theme this year is 
Hawaiian Luau and it promises to be tasty and fun! If you have 
anything tucked away in your closets and/or garages to help 
decorate for the dinner (leis, grass skirts, etc), let us know. 
Additionally, if you have anything you would like to donate that could 
be sold and/or auctioned at the dinner please let me know as well. 
Even if you are unable to attend the dinner, I encourage you to 
prayerfully consider supporting the youth in other ways, whether 
financial or otherwise. 
 
June 14th will be Youth Sunday when we will, as a congregation, 
celebrate and honor the graduating seniors. Some of the high 
school seniors will share what they have learned over the last 
handful of years and how CPC has affected their growth and 
development. I hope to see you there! 
 
 

 
Our annual summer camp at Calvin Crest is set for August 2-8. Please be praying 
that God will provide a way for the students to go on this trip; that He will infuse 
them with an excitement and willingness to travel up there and be changed. Your 
prayers and support are crucial to the success of the youth ministry. So I want to 
thank you in advance for the many ways that you will help to create and foster a 
thriving youth program! God is good!! 
 

    Brandon Tatum – Director of Youth Ministries 
 
 
 

Remember  our  Tr oops 
 
Saturday, May 16 – Armed Forces Day - Promoted by President Harry 
Truman in 1949. The third Saturday in May would be dedicated to Honor all 
Americans serving in the five services – Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force 
and Coast Guard.  Today, say a prayer for all our troops serving around the 
world. 
 
Monday, May 25 – Memorial Day - A time of remembrance for those who 
have died in our nation's service. 
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You’r e invit ed… 
Presby terian Women wil l  host a 

Luncheon & Fashion Show 
for all mothers and daughters, nieces, grandmothers, 

granddaughters, and good friends 
 

 Saturday, May 16, 2009 
 Fellowship Hall – 11:30 
    Luncheon - $15.00 

 
Women and youth of our congregation will model the latest fashions from 

Something Moore. This is the time to invite your friends and neighbors to enjoy this fun filled event that is 
becoming a tradition. 

Tickets fo r  the Luncheo n/Fashio n Sho w wil l   
be so l d o n the patio  Apr il  26, May 3, and May 10  

The Birthday Offering will be received at this gathering. 
 
There will be a drawing for an Opportunity Quilt created by the PW Quiltmakers. 
Proceeds will go to the PW Birthday Offering.  
Tickets will be on sale on the patio and at the luncheon: 
1 ticket $5.00 3 for $10.00  7 for $20.00 
 
Questions: Contact Barbara Lanni 495.6686 barbll@cox.net 
 

 
Pr esbyt er ian Women - Calendar  

 
Ø Bible Study – Jubilee! Luke’s Gospel for the Poor. Rev. Dianna Bell, Pastor, will lead the 

Bible Study Preview – Chapter 9 - on Wednesday, May 6, 2009 from 10:00 – 11:00 in the CE 
Room.  

 
Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, May 13, 10:00 am at the church. Contact Colleen Emery for details 
496.7521 – cemery@cox.net 
 
Martha Circle meets Thursday, May 14, 9:30 am at the church – CE Room. Contact Val Jessen for 
details 495.0350 – jessen23@cox.net 
 
Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, May 12, 7:00 PM at the home of Jackie Brubaker.  Contact Anne 
Larson 493.7098 (pnalarson@yahoo.com) or Bernie Schwenck 493.4971 (robertschwenck@cox.net) for 
further information 
 

Ø The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, May 7 at 9:30 after breakfast, and May 21 at 9:00 
am at the home of Marilyn Johnson. Contact for details 498.2231 – mj1626@aol.com 

 
Ø The PW Book Club will meet Tuesday, May 26, at 7:00 PM at the home of Terri Treemarcki-Beck 

- 365.0873. Call or email ( terri@scpres.org ) for directions. The selection for discussion is 
Embraced by the Light, by Bettie Eadie.  
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New Guidelines f or  Ret ir ed Past or s and t he Congr egat ion 
 
At the request of the congregation, these guidelines were drafted by a task force of the Session, revised 
by the Session, shared with the Schwencks for their review and input, approved by the Session, then 
reviewed by the Presbytery Executives and the Committee on Ministry. They are now provided to the 
Congregation in the expectation that they will guide all parties as we move toward a healthy future for 
CPC. 
 
 

Congregational Guidelines: 
 

1. The Book of Order reminds us that God has called your installed pastor to lead the congregation. 
If your former pastor is retired and continues to worship within the congregation respect his or her 
retired status. Do not request of any retired pastor(s) any kind of leadership or guidance 
pertaining to the church. It is your installed pastor’s responsibility, along with the session, to guide 
the people of God in worship and service to the community. 

2. Your installed pastor is called by God to nurture the congregation with Word and Sacrament. It is 
extremely important to affirm and support this shepherding/healing role of the pastor within the 
congregation. Any request for a pastor to officiate* at a wedding, memorial service, baptism, etc. 
should be made of the installed pastor. A retired pastor may participate* or substitute at the 
request of the installed pastor. Teaching by a retired pastor within the congregation is to be done 
only with the approval and request of the session in consultation with the installed pastor. 

3. The installed pastor is charged, along with the deacons, to reach out to the hurting through a 
ministry of compassion. Regarding hospital calls, it is very important to make sure the installed 
pastor has been notified so that the shepherd knows where the need is. If the installed pastor is 
away and cannot be reached, contact the appointed person responsible for pastoral care. Do not 
expect that the retired former pastor or other retired pastors will play this role of representing the 
Great Healer. Retired pastors may visit, but must not be expected to be the primary comforter. 

4. The unity of the Body of Christ must be nourished. This is healthy when the unity between the 
pastor and the congregation is strong. Any discussion by members of the congregation, open or 
private, with retired pastors about changes in the life of the congregation or the performance of 
the church leaders, staff or the installed pastor is damaging to this unity and should be resisted. 
The retired pastors within the congregation must take great care to be encouraging, supportive 
and honoring of the installed pastor. 

 

*Definition: Officiate vs. Participate 
 

Officiate: The pastor in charge, leading the service or function 
 

 Participate: To assist or substitute for the installed pastor, only upon invitation from the  
   installed pastor. 
 
 



The Chimes  May  2009 
  Page 10 

 
Guidelines for Retired Pastors and Spouses: 

 

1. Pastoral functions such as officiating (vs. participating)* at weddings, memorial services or 
baptisms are not appropriate for retired pastors unless explicitly requested to participate by the 
installed pastor. 

2. Hospital visits by retired pastors to members of the congregation should occur only after the 
installed pastor has been notified. These visits should not in any way take the place of the ministry 
of the installed pastor and should therefore be limited. 

3. Rendering opinions or judgments about the ministry of the congregation or its pastor is not 
appropriate for a retired pastor. Any discussion or conversation, open or private, with members of 
the congregation regarding changes, performance, etc., must be avoided. 

4. Any request to provide an official pastoral function that comes to a retired pastor should 
immediately be referred to the installed pastor. The retired pastor should immediately inform the 
installed pastor that the request has been made and seek guidance on how to proceed. 

5. It would be best if the spouse of a retired pastor not be asked to serve on the Session or the 
Board of Deacons. 

 
*Definition: Officiate vs. Participate 
 

Officiate: The pastor in charge, leading the service or function. 
 
Participate: To assist or substitute for the installed pastor, only upon invitation from the 

installed pastor. 
 
 
 
 

May Birthdays            Anniversaries 
 
Julie Dull  1  Morgan Tolles  12  Joe & Fran Eagan   6 
Mae Bell  2  Heather Wermers 12 
David Ludwig  2  Tammy Ause  18 
Diane Pederson 3  Virginia Miller  19 
Jim Whitney  4  Kamryn Rios  22 
Eleanor Dunning 8  Jay Kirk  25 
Christopher Powers 10  Ryan Eagan  27 
Dick Koebler  11  Mary Elliott  28 
Marjorie M Ball 11  Willis John  30 
Jim Grulkowski 11   
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