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Easter Morning

The Cross and the tomb both stand empty... He Has
Risen!

“He’s Alive”
Comes the dawn
Of Easter Morn

The tomb is bare
The women mourn

An angel speaks!
“Be not afraid

He’'s overcome
And fled the

He’'s Alive”
May Christ come alive in your heart again this Easter

They found that the stone had been rolled away from the tomb, but on entering they could not find the
body of the Lord Jesus. As they stood there puzzled about this, two men in brilliant clothes suddenly
appeared at their side. Terrified the women bowed their heads to the ground. But the two said to them
“Why look among the dead for someone who is alive? He is not here. He is risen. Remember what he
told you while He was still in Galilee: that the son of man was destined to be handed over into the power
of sinful men and would be crucified, and rise again on the third day.” And they remembered His words.
Luke 24, 2-8
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Welcome to April! The month of gathering sunlight,
warmth, new leaves, fragrant flowers, and hope anew!
And yet in the midst of all this natural beauty we

1) % ¢ Z O remember the suffering, death and resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ. It is no wonder why the ancient

believers chose to celebrate this seminal event of our faith at this time of year. There is no new life
without death. There is no change to a new future without the giving up of something in the past. As you
and | explore this interim time of change from the past to the future for CPC, | can hardly believe we have
been together for only four months. It has been a time of fast learning for me — learning who you are and
how | can be most helpful in the brief time | have as your Interim Pastor.

One thing | have decided is that | must turn much of my attention and
time to the visitors we are having in worship. We ran out of bulletins the
last two Sundays! What a wonderful problem, which we will easily fix.
Attending to the visitors is very important for growing the church with
fresh new life. YOU CAN HELP! The most important time to connect with
a new visitor is the 10 minutes after worship. Make it your habit to look for
someone you do not know, introduce yourself and welcome them. Then
after Sunday morning we will make a follow-up contact by phone or email.
I will do this, and | need two or three congregants to join me in this task. It
needs to be done within the first 48 hours of the initial visit, according to
the leading voices in the church growth field. Let me know if you would
like to make such calls — from your own home.

One other word. | have been working toward having a Confirmation Class for our youth who are 8"
graders and above. | have discovered that there is not sufficient interest or readiness for this
Confirmation process. Since we have nine (9) high school seniors who will graduate this year, | will make
a special opportunity available for them to join the church if they choose. But we will work toward
preparing the youth for a Confirmation Class next year.

As we move into Holy Week, here is the schedule of services. | heartily encourage you to participate in
the Maundy Thursday Communion and Good Friday Tenebrae services. Easter will then fill you with
much greater understanding and joy.

East er schedule

April 4 Join us at 9:00 a.m. to decorate the church with palms.

April 5 PALM SUNDAY with Processional of Children and Palms
NOTE: Praise Prelude will begin at 9:25 a.m. so come a bit earlier.

April 9 MAUNDY THURSDAY service of Holy Communion at 7:00 p.m.

April 10 GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE service of Gathering Darkness at 7:00 p.m. with choir and
youth participating

April 11 8:30 a.m. we will be decorating the traditional flower cross (see page 7 for details)

April 12 EASTER SUNDAY, a joyful celebration including music by the children

NOTE: Praise Prelude will begin again at 9:25, so come early
Easter Potluck Dinner (see page 8 for details)
Services after Easter will continue to be at 9:30 a.m. — ONE service per Sunday.

The Chimes April 2009
Page 2



Sesson Report

Nine of your ten elders met with Interim Moderator Dianna Bell on the evening of March 17 for a
Regular Meeting of Session. The Clerk reported that church rolls include 185 active members and 28
inactive members, no change from last month. The March 1 communion service was attended by 134
persons. Home communion was served by Interim Pastor Bell and Deacon Toni Hannum to 6 shut-ins
plus a caregiver in February. The average worship attendance for February was 127 persons. The Pastor
and Clerk took the Church Register and Minutes books to the annual Presbytery’s Review of Records,
held at Westminster Presbyterian Church, on March 10. The Nominating Committee is searching for
members who could be nominated to fill the two vacancies on the Session.

The Treasurer reported that the cash position of CPC was good at the end of February, somewhat
better than at the end of January, in spite of lagging total contributions of $35,853 for the first two months.
Two-month total income was slightly above the budgeted amount. Contributions are running about 13%
below the amount shown in the approved budget presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting on
Feb 1. So far, about half of CPC members have voluntarily contributed the $22.80 Per Capita
Apportionment which CPC is charged for its share of operating costs for our Presbytery, Synod and the
General Assembly of PC(USA). Additional voluntary contributions of Per Capita Apportionment are
anticipated over the next few months. There is a special envelope in your box of envelopes. The Feb 1
cash position of the Preschool was also good. Preschool pre-registration for next year begins this month.

The Building & Grounds Committee reported that problems discovered in the CPC sanitary sewer
system are being treated one by one using the latest in drain cleaning equipment. It is expected that a
regular preventive maintenance cleaning schedule will stop the annual surprises we have been receiving.
The CPC facility received high marks from the OC Fire Authority after their periodic inspection.
Deteriorating benches on the upper patio are being repaired and repainted, one by one. Dormant and
shabby looking landscape plantings are being replaced. A handyman is now being employed to handle
tasks involving heavy lifting and ladder work.

The CE Committee has scheduled a High School youth group summer camp week at Calvin Crest.
A confirmation class for the Mid-High and Senior-High youths, led by Interim Pastor Dianna Bell and
Director Brandon Tatum, will begin April 19. The Sunday morning music program under Director Debbie
Reeder is growing.

The Finance Committee reported that water leaks discovered in the swimming pool on the Via
Sonora property are being repaired by a pool specialist. CPC monthly financial statements have been
reorganized to make them easier to follow. The new statement summary makes it much simpler for
elders to monitor their committee budgets and spending. Continued problems with delivery of email from
CPC to Cox Communications cable subscribers are being addressed through an internet technology
specialist. Bids from four firms to upgrade and maintain our computer network and server system are
being evaluated. Negotiations with Head Start for a new contract will begin this month.

Income and market values of CPC endowment funds have been impacted strongly by the
economic recession. The Legacy and Endowment Committee is planning to distribute scholarship awards
to our graduating seniors in spite of no endowment fund income this year.
Excess fund income, carried over from last year, will be used. The unusually
large graduating class this year includes 9 seniors.

The Personnel Committee announced hiring Jean McCormick as
Administrative Assistant, who started on Mar 16. She has good experience,
excellent qualifications and a great personality, but her predecessor, Julie
Bagg, left very big shoes to fill. Kasey Littlejohnn is on trial as leader,
keyboard player and vocalist with the Praise Band. She has already taken
over preparation of PowerPoint slides for the song lyrics.

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session
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CPC Celebrating 90 Years- The Series...
Billy and Mae Bell

Both of the Bells were born in Massachusetts, although in different
towns. Billy was born in Brookline and Mae in Whitinsville, a small
town outside of Worcester.

They both graduated from high school and did all the things that kids
do including roller skating and playing baseball. Billy liked to do
woodworking and had a small shop in his father’'s basement.

Mae got a job in Brookline as a lady’s companion, and they met at
church — Presbyterian of course! Through the year, Billy sold
magazines and also papers when they were two cents a copy. They
did not make much money, but a dollar went a long way in those days. §

They were married on January 17, 1942, and moved into a small apartment. Billy worked hanging paper
and then worked for a sign company hanging signs. In April, he was drafted into the Army. After basic
training at Fort McClellan in Alabama, he went to Fort Dix for 28 months having all sorts of duty, mostly
driving trucks and serving as an MP.

When the outfit broke up, Billy went to the lab school in Indianapolis to be trained as a medic. From there
he went to Fort Lewis and boarded a train to Long Beach. He finally shipped out to Manila where he was
assigned to a mosquito survey company.

While in Manila, his father was preparing to retire from the bank and asked if Billy would like his job there.
When Billy returned home, he went to work in the bank and stayed there 32 years.

During this time Billy and Mae had two children — one boy and one girl. They did many things together
including camping and Boy and Girl Scout activities. The Scout Master and his wife went with us on the
campouts.

They've attended the Presbyterian Church all their lives. Billy has done everything except preach!
Everywhere they went, they found a church. Each was a little different.

After Billy retired from the bank, the Bells bought an Airstream Trailer and traveled all over the country.
They went to the Maritimes and Mexico. They also traveled to Great Britain and to Ireland and visited the
towns of their ancestors.

Next they went to Florida for twenty years where they lived in the trailer for five years and then in a
mobile home for fifteen. The Bells had many friends there and keep in touch with them.

They made the migration to California and moved into a small apartment in a complex called Seasons.
They met the McGuires at a Senior Center luncheon. Joan said they were Presbyterians and the Bells
said, “So are we!”

So they came to Community Presbyterian Church and landed among “the nicest group of people.” After
10 years, Billy stopped driving. They have been transported to church every Sunday by some especially
nice people for whom they are very thankful. As Billy says, “Where could we have found a better church?”

(As told by Billy Bell)
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Debbie Reeder is Back!

It is a pleasure to welcome Debbie Reeder back as our Children's Music
Director. For those who do not remember Debbie, the following is a brief
summary of her life.

Home for Debbie in her growing-up years was Kalamazoo, Michigan. Her
mother was a music teacher, pianist, composer, and choir director. She often
played Debbie and her three siblings to sleep when they were little. Her father,
a coach and school teacher, had a beautiful voice. So Debbie grew up
surrounded by music.

Her younger brother, Paul, who died in 2005, was mentally challenged. They had to be very patient in
communicating with him, with a lot of repetition. His life had a strong influence on Debbie, and was a
blessing to the whole family. Her mother was always very loving and calm. Debbie can't remember her
ever losing her "cool." Her mother's attitude was: "Don't sweat the small stuff, and it's all small stuff!"

Debbie sang her first solo at age five, and was always in her mother's choirs. Her mother, her aunt, and
her piano teacher would compose various musical works together, and Debbie was usually involved in
their performances. Her parents showed their kids tremendous trust and always encouraged them in
whatever they wanted to do, so she decided to major in music education at Western Michigan University.
In her sophomore year she auditioned, on a dare, to join the Young Americans on tour and was accepted.
That's how she came to California the first time. She then spent a year at Chapman College, but then
decided to go back to WMU to finish getting her Bachelor of Science degree.

While she was there she reunited with two guys she had known before. One night after dinner, the three
of them started singing some songs and their blend was very good. They were strongly encouraged to do
some work commercially, and wound up back in California doing various things musically for a couple of
years. Then Debbie got an urgent invitation to return to her old high school in Michigan to teach music, so
she accepted and taught for a year, enjoying the students a lot. However, she returned to California and
her two former colleagues. She met Tim, and the four of them put together some sounds that were rather
intricate. Thus was born VOCAL WORKS in 1983.

Their first appearance was so successful it led to a 25-year career with the same people, performing
around the country and around the world. They had some interesting experiences, sometimes in some
isolated places. For example, when they were on the small island of Raratonga they appeared on the first
TV program ever broadcast there.

In 2005 Debbie took on the responsibility of working full time for a biomedical firm, and she had to leave
CPC to take care of her family when Tim had to be unavailable some of the time dealing with his father's
health care. Life has since smoothed out for the Reeder family, and Debbie is able to work with our
children again. She gives so much credit to her parents and family for passing their gifts on to her, and
we are indeed blessed as a congregation to be recipients of that talent and creative spirit, as well as the
patience and love she brings to our children.

The Chimes April 2009
Page 5



Children’s Music and Ministry CH"-DREN'S

On behalf of the children, teachers and music team at Community
Presbyterian Church, thank you all for your support and
encouragement as we begin a new year of Children’s Music and
Ministry.

It was wonderful to see so many people at our recent kickoff concert on February 28 featuring the Perfect
Gentlemen. The event was a huge success and, we hope, just the first of many such concerts in the
months and years ahead. How good to see grandparents, parents, teenagers and young children
laughing together and enjoying the same music. Although billed as an educational show for children, “100
Years of Harmony” crossed generational lines and entertained us all.

The following day, Sunday, March 1, the new “founding members” of the Children’s Orffestra joined
forces with members of the Chancel Choir to offer their gift of music with Chris Judah-Lauder’s “Praise
God!” Designed as a “multi-generational” piece by the composer, it served to express our joy and
gratitude for the many blessings we've already experienced in this new endeavor.

There’s much to be done as we welcome new and returning children to CPC. During the first few weeks
of the new program we had only one class with children ranging in age from 4 to 15. This week, we had
several preschoolers and were able to divide the group. Doing so allows us to teach age appropriate
lessons and music. Although we hope to grow the program, we’re focused on the children who currently
attend and want to create the best environment possible for their spiritual and musical growth.

This is where you come in! Now that we have a new preschool class, we're in need of additional help
with both age groups. If you're able to dedicate even a Sunday a month to help in the classroom, we
would love to have you. Hats off to Susan Grulkowski, Susan Howit and Susan White for their continued
commitment to the Sunday school. Please consider making a gift of your time and talent to the children of
the church. Prepare to be blessed and humbled! If you're interested, please contact Nancy Wermers or
Debbie Reeder.

We ask that you continue to pray for this program knowing that God is already in the middle of the
planning, the teaching, the learning, the growing.

We thank you for the opportunity to work with your children and grandchildren.
They are a blessing!

Children’s Music and Ministry Team
Debbie Reeder —Ann Ludwig —Ann Larson —Will Reeder —Susan Grulkowski —Susan Howit — Susan
White

The Children will participate in the following Sunday services. (More to follow!)

April 5" Palm Sunday — The children will take part in the Procession of the Palms.

April 12™ Easter Sunday — Children will be singing and playing the Orff instruments.
Please plan to arrive early!

May 10" Mother’s Day — Children will be singing
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DI D YOU KNOW?

In 1990 our congregation established a PIP (Personal Interest Person) relationship with the
Reverend Ms. Jane Holslag, through the Mission Program of our denomination. Jane had previously
served as associate pastor at Irvine Presbyterian.

Here first assignment was in Berlin, where she was to build a relationship with the churches in
Eastern Europe. After 7 years she began a new assignment in Klaipeda, Lithuania, at the Lithuanian
Christian College, teaching bible classes. In 2004 she took a leave of absence from the college to return
to a small village near Berlin to serve a Reformed Church congregation. While there she also worked on
her doctoral dissertation, examining the PC(USA) history of connection with the East German Churches.

In the fall of 2008 she returned to the staff of the college in Lithuania, where they now have students from
20 different countries. Among many non-believing students she is finding curiosity and hope. She asks
our prayers for their understanding as she continues to teach bible classes.

Presbyterian Women

@ Bible Study — Jubilee! Luke’s Gospel for the Poor. Rev.
Dianna Bell, Pastor, will lead the Bible Study Preview —
Chapter 8 - on Wednesday, April 1, 2009 from 10:00 — 11:00 in
the CE Room.

Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, April 8, 10:00 am at the church. Contact
Colleen Emery for details 496.7521 (cemery@cox.nhet)

Martha Circle meets Thursday, April 9, 9:30 am at the church — CE
Room. Contact Val Jessen for details 495.0350 (jessen23@cox.net)

Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, April 14, 7:00 PM at the home of
Muriel Hamme. Contact Anne Larson 493.7098 (pnalarson@yahoo.com)
or Bernie Schwenck 493.4971 (robertschwenck@cox.net) for further
information

@ The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, April 2 at 9:30 after breakfast, and April 16 at 9:00
am at the home of Marilyn Johnson. Contact for details 498.2231 (mj1626@aol.com)

The PW Book Club will meet Tuesday, April 28, at 7:00 PM at the home of Terri Treemarcki-Beck -
365.0873. Call or email (terri@scpres.orq) for directions. The selection for discussion is Promises Kept
by Len and Luanna Rugh.

Flowers Needed

If your garden has flowers to spare, please bring them to the church early on Saturday morning, April 11
for our annual Easter flower cross. We will begin arranging the flowers at 8:30 a.m. If you have time, we
could use your help! Please bring your own gloves and clippers. Coffee and Danish will be served.
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Around CPC...

f ) Easter Potluck Dinner | nvitation

Barbara and Tom Lanni will host a pot luck dinner at their home on Easter Sunday

222 beginning at 1:00 p.m. Sign up after church on March 29 and April 5. Many people
don’t have family in the area, but we have a wonderful church family! Come join

the fun. See Barb or Tom with any questions.

Saturday Morning Breakfast Group
The Saturday Morning Breakfast Group continues with some interruptions. Please note the following
dates:

Saturday, March 21 NO Breakfast

Saturday, March 28 8 a.m. Breakfast

Saturday, April 4 NO Breakfast

Saturday, April 11 NO Breakfast (but come at 8:30 a.m.

to help create the Easter flower-cross)
Saturday, April 18 and 25 8 a.m. Breakfast

All are welcome for the food, fellowship, and time of sharing.

Men's Breakf ast

The first and third Tuesday of each month, Men from CPC gather for breakfast,
conversation and devotional at the Denny’s located on Ortega Highway just
north of the I-5 freeway. We meet at 7:30 a.m.

Men’s All men are invited to enjoy the fellowship.

Breakfast

%,

Calling all Ladies of Community Presbyterian Church \)3
You are invited to a Ladies Breakfast the first Thursday of each month Y "
at the Jolly Roger Restaurant in Dana Point. The Breakfast begins at

7:30 AM. Come enjoy the fellowship. S

L5
e
We'd love to see you there. J* D
J Ng‘%

¥
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Youth News
The CPC Youth just got back from Winter Camp at Forest Home last weekend.
Thirteen students and two leaders trekked up the mountain, joining close to 1500
other students for a weekend of worship, games, fun, and small group discussions.
It was my first time to Forest Home (actually my first time to a Christian Camp!) and
I thoroughly enjoyed hearing from seasoned speakers and an anointed worship
team. Oh and by the way, we almost came away with the dodge ball championship!
So close.

Back at home, the youth have been busy. Every Tuesday, students meet me at a Starbucks BEFORE
school, at 6:45 in the morning! It's one of my favorite times of the week as we hang out, drink coffee, and
laugh about ridiculous things. | am still amazed that they faithfully show up that early in the morning. This
last Friday we went to Marie Callender’s for dinner (I hope we're allowed back!), then attended a local
benefit concert supporting high school students flying over to Swaziland, Africa. After that we made our
way back to the Youth Center and, in honor of Friday the 13th, watched a scary movie. Or course we
have our weekly Sunday morning and Wednesday night meetings too.

There are many exciting things happening with the youth and even more coming up in the future. In the
summer, which is fast approaching, we will be going to Calvin Crest for a week. In order to raise funds for
the trip, students will be having a themed dinner and | encourage any and all members of the
congregation to join us. The date and time for the dinner fund raiser TBA. There will also be additional
opportunities for you to support the youth of CPC and, as those chances arise, | encourage you to get
involved whenever and wherever you are able. Thanks so much to all of you who have given so much to
make the youth ministry a success.

Cheers!
Brandon Tatum
Director of Youth

CHURCH WOMEN UNI TED
It is sad, but understandable, that this ecumenical group is disbanding, due to

' age, and/or health of the current leadership. No younger or older energetic
women have stepped up to the responsibility.

CwWu This group has given many years of service to the community. We will

continue this current year to provide the Senior Center in San Clemente with
+  their monthly birthday cakes.
<
~

0{\ If you have any questions, please contact Ruth McLeod at 492-5382.

Lost Earring

Someone lost an earring at the Collins’ house and it finally showed up! Pleas let us know if it's yours.
Lorna & Larry - 949-240-3477
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Outreach Activities...

Construction Corner Update
San Juan Capistrano

Houses 1-4

*Storm drain and sewer work complete
*Installing water mains

*Started placing roof tiles

*Painting interior and exterior is in process
*Doors, base and case are being installed

Houses 5-8
*Second floor subfloor is nearly complete

Stewardship Report

Presbyterian Connections = 100% Mission Money

Presbyterian churches are “connectional churches,” meaning we are all connected under one governing
system. Our governing system is much like our own country’s government. All Presbyterians join together
to fiscally support the operation of our governing organization. Each church shares in the administrative
costs of our Presbyterian Church USA General Assembly, our Synod, and our Presbytery of Los
Ranchos. This share is referred to as “Per Capita Apportionment.” The apportionment amount is
determined by the number of members in each church.

On Palm Sunday, April 5, the “One Great Hour of Sharing” offering will be -~ ¥
taken. Your offering - 100% of the money - will go toward the One Great

Hour of Sharing Programs. There will be no administrative fees deducted.

The administrative fees have already been paid by our Per Capita

Apportionment. Mission giving through the Presbyterian Church programs

is a 100% investment in people connecting with people to be good

stewards of God'’s world.

Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians

through “One Great Hour of Sharing” to share God’s love with people

experiencing need. Our gifts support ministries of disaster response,

refugee assistance and resettlement, and community development that

help people find safe refuge, start new lives and work together to strengthen their families and
communities.

CPC'’s per capita apportionment for this year is $4,492, which equates to $22.80 per person. Some of our
church families choose to include their Per Capita in their pledge, while others write a separate check.
When we use a separate check, 100% of our pledge money goes directly to support our church at home
and worldwide. Whichever way you choose, we thank you for sharing in our responsibility toward the Per
Capita Apportionment.
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Community Presbyterian Church marches in the San Juan Capistrano,
Swallow's Day Parade to support Habitat for Humanity

More than a dozen
members and friends of
CPC joined the
“Swallows Day Parade”
through San Juan
Capistrano.

Vera Ferguson and
Luanna Rugh carry the
banner while the rest

follow.
Fran Eagan, Reverend
Dianna Bell and Beryl
Hourian wave to the crowd.
The Chimes April 2009
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APRIL

BIRTHDAYS

03 Larry Collins 15 Josephine Arklin

04 Thomas Forquer 15 Amy Gilson

04 Lorie Porter 15 Nicole Hourian

06 Sarah Fraze 16 Virginia Bigger

07 Celia Estrada 17 Nancy Powers

08 Susan Howit 17 Rachel Reid

08 Sally Young 18 Kelly Krieger

08 Sue Zodnik 18 Sue Stebbins

09 Morgan Howit 24 Bill Beverly APRIL

10 Adam White 24 Julie Boyd ANNIVERSARIES

11 Ann Krieger 24 Diarmid Flatley 16 Don and Pat Mueller
12 Kindra Larson 27 Shirley Harris 22 Coke and Josie Kohr
12 Andrew Sheaffer 27 Leona Sims 22 Don and Karen Seapy
14 Kathy Clark 29 Tyler Noble

29 Daryl Swander
30 Jaime Rios, Sr.

Community Presbyterian Church
32202 Del Obispo Street
Dana Point, CA 92675
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