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The Per f ect  Gent lemen at  CPC! 
February 28, 2009 

7:00 p.m. 

The Perfect Gentlemen have been entertaining audiences since 
1998, from Los Angeles to London, and just about every place 
in between.  

Their unique brand of harmony and humor sets them apart from 
other vocal groups. While keeping the tradition of vaudeville 

alive, these four gentlemen have put together a carefully designed repertoire of music, unsurpassed in its 
ability to entertain all ages, all while educating those who witness their live performances with music 
covering 100 years of musical styles. 
Please join us for a “perfectly delightful, musically superb, thoroughly entertaining” evening with Jim, Phil, 
Don, and Tim. Share an evening with your family and friends to celebrate music. Kids of all ages are 
welcome. 

This event kicks off a new season of commitment for children’s ministry at Community Presbyterian 
Church of San Juan Capistrano. It is one of many scheduled events in this year of “Celebrating Ninety 
Years of Christian Service” in south Orange County.  

 
 
 

Events and Activities 
 
Sunday   Mar  8   2:00 am Daylight Savings begins (set your clocks ahead) 
Tuesday Mar 10 10:00 am PW Bible study preview led by Rev. Dianna Bell (see page 5) 
Sunday   Mar 15  11:00 am PW gathering (all are welcome – see page 4)  
Tuesday Mar 17   St. Patrick’s Day 
 
For the complete PW Circle activities schedule see page 5 
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Session Repor t  
 

 Since Pastor Emeritus Bob Schwenck announced from the pulpit on Feb 1 that he and Bernie 
were withdrawing from the life of Community Presbyterian Church to avoid any conflict with the current or 
a future pastor, the Session has been meeting with Interim Pastor Bell and also with Presbytery officers 
Rev Steve Yamaguchi and Rev Gary Collins. The primary concern of everyone involved was to pacify 
concerns of the congregation that the Schwencks were forced into making that announcement. The 
Session held three two-hour meetings on Feb 7, Feb 8 and Feb 14 to study about two dozen letters 
submitted by members of CPC congregation expressing their feelings about Bob’s announcement, and 
planning a response to the CPC congregation. There also were fact-finding breakfast meetings attended 
by the Interim Pastor, the Pastor’s Advisory Team (Elders Larson, Ball, Eagan and Lanni), Rev Steve 
Yamaguchi, Rev Gary Collins, Rev Bob Schwenck and Bernie Schwenck. After these meetings, the Feb 
15 Town Hall Meeting was used as a forum where the Session and Executive Presbyter could bring the 
congregation up to date with all the facts and answer questions from the congregation. 

 Nine elders joined Interim Pastor Dianna Bell for a Regular Meeting of Session on Feb 17.  

 With much regret, Session received Rich Zodnik’s resignation from Session, from Chair of CE 
Committee, and from Corporate Vice-President positions so that he can devote all of his time and skills to 
a business opportunity that just opened up for him. Session nominated Elder John Hourian to fill the 
vacated position of Vice-President and check-signer and was elected by a vote of the congregation at the 
Feb 15 Called Congregational Meeting. There will be an election to fill this vacancy on Session, plus 
another one, as soon as the Nominating Committee selects nominees. The Congregational Care 
Committee may be re-structured so that two or more elders can divide the responsibilities. 
 Average Sunday worship attendance has been 123 this year. Enrollment includes 185 active and 
28 inactive members after adding new members Sally Robbins and Lucky Tutor on Jan 20. Communion 
was served to 124 persons worshiping on Feb 4. The Stewardship reported that there are 90 pledges for 
2009, totaling $230,260. Contributions received in January were $31,107. There will be a Moment for 
Stewardship presentation on Apr 19.  
 The Worship Committee recommended and Session voted to rescind the plan to return to two 
services each Sunday. The combined worship service will continue to be at 9:30 am.  
 Building and Grounds reported that the plumber made much progress inside the drain outside of 
the building to reduce the chance of another backup. The fire protection system for the kitchen range and 
hood has been upgraded to meet the new California fire code. Modified thermostat programming 
demonstrated success in eliminating large swings in sanctuary temperature on Sunday mornings. The old 
telephone system was replaced with a new system donated to the church by Gretchen Verbeerst. The 
new model is functionally identical to the old one, but is not subject to total failure every time electric 
power is interrupted.  
 Session approved the High School Youth Group to go on a Winter Retreat at Forest Home with 
Brandon Tatum on Mar 6-8. The C E Committee was asked to set dates for Youth Sunday, a youth 
activity fund raiser, and a confirmation class.  
 Session approved the 2009 budget for the Pastor’s Housing Fund submitted by the Finance and 
Administration Committee. Session authorized collection of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on 
Palm Sunday and/or Easter Sunday. Contribution requests for helping Kinoshita and San Juan 
Elementary Schools and also for the Habitat for Humanity project in SJC will be conducted in 2009.  
The Personnel Committee has been involved last month getting Debbie Reeder and Brandon Tatum 
started in positions as Director of Children’s Ministry and Director of Youth Ministry, respectively, and is 
currently recruiting a replacement for Administrative Assistant Julie Bagg, whose last day in the office 
was Feb 17.  

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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TURNI NG 90 – Don Miller  
 
Don Miller’s ninety years started at the US Naval Academy hospital in 
Annapolis, Maryland. In 1918, a birth of a baby at the Academy hospital 
was very unusual, but Don just could not wait for his Mom to get to the 
local hospital. He was ready to get out and get on with life! 
 
God blessed Don with a talent for music. At age 4, Don used this gift to 
bring people to worship God. Don would sing in his beautiful, soprano 
voice “Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling…” as worshipers entered the 
tent to hear the famous evangelist William Ashley "Billy" Sunday. 
 
Don was short of stature and his soprano voice led people to think he was a girl. He was the favorite of 
many school bullies which led to boxing lessons to gain confidence and defend himself. Don took to the 
sport, continuing boxing in high school, at Whittier College and then going on to box at both the 
Hollywood Legion and Olympic Stadiums in Los Angeles. 
 
Singing, boxing, learning the violin and school would seem like a full life while growing up. For Don, the 
sky was the limit. He could not keep his feet on the ground. At age 15, he added flying lessons to his 
schedule. Milo Burcham was his instructor. Some may remember that Mr. Burcham held the record for 
flying planes upside down! Fortunately, he taught Don how to keep the plane upright. Don was a quick 
learner; taking his solo flight at Long Beach airport after three hours of flight instruction! 
 
Don had a brief stint in the Army, but moved his career to the Army Air Corps to get back in the sky. 
During World War II he flew P-40 Warhawks and the P-61 Black Widow. During the Korean War, as a 
First Lieutenant, he was stationed in Alaska and flew the F-94 Jet Starfire. He served six TDY flying 
missions to Vietnam from 1968-70, and then finished his career as a Lieutenant Colonel.  He has owned 
12 airplanes and logged over 27,000 hours of flying time!  
 
Don’s service in the Air Force reserve allowed him to pursue a career in education which in turn provided 
income to feed his desire to fly. Students at First Avenue Junior High in Arcadia would remember Mr. 
Miller as their Principal. Don started in the classroom but his talents were quickly tapped when the 
Principal left. Don’s first task as Principal was to fire the PTA! This story, best told in person by Don, is a 
great example of his tendency to make needed changes to old systems for the good of all! 
 
Through all his busy life, Don was still able to find time to share that gift of music. If you went to the 
Casino in Avalon back in the ’40s, you would find him performing with the Ted Weems Band as a 
temporary, six-week replacement for Perry Como, who was hospitalized. Don joined Pinky Tomlin’s 
swing band at the Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles immediately after High School (1936), where Tomlin had 
heard Don sing at an assembly performance. 

 
Don’s experience in flying and willingness to step into the unknown earned him the 
honor of being chosen to spend four weeks flying acceptance tests of pressure 
suits to be used by fighter pilots. The suit had been tested scientifically but never in 
real-life pilot situations. Don wore the suit to see if a pilot could work and fly in the 
suit. Don’s test airplane was an F-104 which he took to the 70,000 ft. level. At that 
altitude, the pilot is able to see the curvature of the bright earth, the dark sky and 
the vast universe of stars and planets. Those testing times were when Don 
discovered a deeper understanding and appreciation of God and his creations. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Don Miller – Continued from page 3) 
 
Here at CPC, we have enjoyed Don’s voice in our choir. He and wife, Virginia, have been active in many 
fellowship activities. We need to wait two more years before telling you about Virginia’s 32-year education 
career in the “Turning 90” column. However, you can see her talents on cold Sunday mornings when 
many fortunate CPC ladies keep warm in her lovely knitted ponchos! Don and Virginia both had previous 
marriages. Their children have blessed them with grandchildren and 13 great-grandchildren! They 
attended Whittier College in 1942 but it took a 50-year reunion to connect and fall in love! They 
celebrated their fourteenth anniversary this January 1. 
 
We thank Don and Virginia for sharing their many talents with us. A special thank you from all of us to 
Don for his service to our country and for sharing his many stories and life experiences. The Stewardship 
Committee also thanks Roger Carlson, creator of “The Limelight” newsletter in San Juan Estates Mobile 
Home Park, for his article on Virginia and Don in January 2009, which provided some of the information 
for this article. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Ent ir e Congr egat ion is I nvit ed 
to a gathering of Presbyterian Women 

  
Dat e:  Sunday, Mar ch 15, 2009 
Wher e: Fellowship Hall at  11:00 a.m (af t er  chur ch) 

 
Program 

 
“ Joined and Knit Together in Love”  

2008 PW Global Exchange to Eastern Europe - 
Czech Republic; Hungary; the Ukraine 

As told by Janice Takeda, representing PW in the Synod of So CA & HI 
 
 

Lunch Menu 
 

Co r ned Beef  Sandwich, Co l e Sl aw, and Desser t 
Co st:  $5.0 0  per  per so n - payable at signup. 
Signups on the patio - Marc h 1st and  Marc h 8th  
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Pr esbyt er ian Women -  
 

Ø Bible Study – Jubilee!  Luke’s Gospel for the Poor.  Rev. Dianna Bell, Pastor, will lead the 
Bible Study Preview - Chapter 7 - on TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2009 from 10:00 – 11:00 in the 
CE Room. 

 
Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, March 11, 10:00 am at the church.  
Contact Colleen Emery for details 496.7521 – cemery@cox.net 
 
Martha Circle meets Thursday, March 12, 9:30 am at the church – CE Room.  
Contact Val Jessen for details 495.0350 – jessen23@cox.net 
 
Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, March 10, 7:00 PM at the home of  Pat 
Mueller.   Contact Anne Larson 493.7098 (pnalarson@yahoo.com) or Bernie 
Schwenck 493.4971 (robertschwenck@cox.net) for further information 
 

Ø The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, March 5 at 9:30 after breakfast, and March 19 at 
9:00 am at the home of Marilyn Johnson. Contact for details 498.2231 – mj1626@aol.com 

 
Ø The PW Book Club will meet Tuesday, March 24, at 7:00 PM at the home of Terri Treemarcki-

Beck - 365.0873.  Call or email ( terri@scpres.org ) for directions.  The selection for discussion is 
The New Earth, by Eckhart Tolles. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pr eschool News 
 

February is the month to show 
our love and the preschool did 
just that.  We showed our love 
by exchanging valentine cards, 
having Valentine picnic lunches 

on the playground, creating many heart 
shaped masterpieces and sharing yummy 
Valentine treats during snack time.  Even more so, the children learned that God loves them!  During 
friendship time, the children learned of God’s love through “Love the Lord your God with all your heart” 
Mark 12:30 and “God is Love” from 1 John 4:8  To show God’s ever flowing love, we conducted a science 
experiment to symbolize God’s love for us.  
 
Other highlights include: 

·  Dr. Cutrone, a local dentist came to teach the children about proper oral hygiene.  
·  Accent Portraits, photographed the children with live bunnies as a fundraiser for the school.   

 

The preschool children and staff hopes your Valentines was filled with love  
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARI NG 

  "Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have."- Hebrews 13:16a 

One Great Hour of Sharing started in 1949 due to the devastation of World 
War II and this year represents the sixtieth offering congregations will be 
sharing together. It is a cooperative effort by many Christian denominations 
and PC(USA) distribution of this offering goes to Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development Program. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance ministers to those in need during the 
difficult time of a disaster and reaches around the world offering spiritual care and restoring hope. The 
Presbyterian Hunger Program provides assistance in the long-term crises of hunger, unemployment, and 
disease around the world. The Self Development Program places its efforts on positive change in 
different countries.  

We are proud to share our commitment with other churches in our community and Presbytery to support 
this vital offering. The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be taken on Palm Sunday and/or Easter 
Sunday this year. In this time of worldwide financial insecurity, please be generous in your support. 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

  Progress Update 
 

 Work is moving along nicely on the “Homes for Heros”  
 project. You can help out by volunteering on site or by 
 making sandwiches at the CPC on the first Saturday of 
 each month. Contact Mary Elliott for details.  

San Juan Capistrano: 
Houses 1-4 

·  Storm drain and sewer work in process. 
·  We began placing roof tiles. 
·  Painting interior and exterior is in process. 
·  Drywall is complete in three of the four homes. 

Houses 5-8 
·  Second floor subfloor is nearly complete. 
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March       March 
Birthdays      Anniversaries 
01 Grace banning  12 John Stephens  04 Dan and Amy Gilson 
01 Earl Porter   13 Gary Lenahan  04 John and Beryl Hourian 
03 Frances Bucklin  15 Shelly Cunningham 23 Wally and Muriel Hamme 
03 Phil Estrada  16 Heather Taylor 
03 Vernon Johnson  17 Patricia Bathgate   
05 Larry Brubaker  18 Ireland Coyne 
05 Sue Ellen Bunch  19 Erica Ause 
07 Paula Zintl   19 Marley Howit 
08 Robert Benedict  21 Ann Ludwig 
08 Tom Mason  22 Gwen Forquer 
10 Muriel Hamme  24 Jean Kerrins 
10 Richard Stites  25 Sheri Estrada 
11 Laura Baerg  28 Joe Eagan 
11 Erin DeCillo  29 Roger Hulett 
11 Stephanie Peek  29 Ron Hannum 
12 Angela Reid  31 Julianna Rose Gilson nnum 
    31 Valerie Jessen 
    31 Jackson Rager 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Presbyterian Church 
32202 Del Obispo Street 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
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