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           THE CHIMES 

Monthly Newsletter  of Community Presbyter ian Church 
JANUARY 2009 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 

CPC Tur ns Ninet y 
 

          
 
 First location in San Juan Capistrano    Present location on Del Obispo 
 
On December 7, 1919, forty-five people assembled in Woodman’s Hall. After a special opening service, 
Rev. Paul Stevens read the following petition: 
 
 “We, the undersigned, feeling the need of a closer cooperation in developing the spiritual and 
social life of the community, do agree to become members of an organization to be known as the San 
Juan Community Presbyterian Church.” 
 
 Ninety years later, Community Presbyterian Church, believed to be the first protestant church in 
South Orange County, still adheres to the same goals outlined by those original signers. 
 Over the past years, The Chimes has included articles on the history of CPC and will repeat some 
of these during the coming season. Also, a new series begins this month featuring interviews of members 
of our church family over ninety, and sharing some of their history and enlightenment with our 
congregation. See page 4 for the “Turning 90” article. 
 

Event s and Act ivit ies 
Thursday Jan 1 New Years Day 
January 10, 17 & 24  Saturday Morning Breakfast dates (see page 8). 
Sunday Jan 4  Installation of church officers. Town Hall meeting following the service 
Sunday Jan 11 90th Celebration Task Force Development meeting (see page 5)  
Sunday Jan 25 Worship Committee Planning session (see page 6) 
For Presbyterian Women meeting schedule see page 7 
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Session Repor t  
 

Thirteen elders, twelve deacons met with Interim 
Pastor Dianna Bell at the annual Joint Meeting of 
Elders and Deacons on Dec 16. The group included 
retiring, continuing and new elders and deacons and 
the clerk, plus the new moderator. The purpose of the 
meeting was to instruct elders and deacons in the way 
Session meetings shall be conducted and how each 
elder shall report activities of their committee to the 
Session as information items and action items. A secondary purpose was to help elders and deacons get 
better acquainted with Interim Pastor Bell and also with each other. At the end of the meeting, 
refreshments provided by the deacons were enjoyed by all. The elders and deacons then held separate 
business meetings as the Session and Board of Deacons. 

A new format of agenda was introduced for Meetings of Session. Starting in January, each committee 
shall present a written report to the Session, changing a procedure started by Interim Pastor Charles 
Svendsen. These reports provide improved opportunity to share information with other elders and to 
present motions for the Session to vote upon. Another goal is to promote effective use of everyone’s time 
in committee and in Session. The December meeting was a blend of old and new processes.  

Session voted to remove Diane & Raymond Zarins, Victoria Hull and Keri Rios from Inactive Member 
status. Session voted to move Active Members Bob & Tammy Ause, Rich Maxey and Veronica Murray to 
Inactive status. This lowers the count of Active Members to 183 and leaves the count of Inactive 
Members at 28 as of Dec 31, 2008. Communion was served to 125 persons during worship on Sunday, 
Dec 7. Home communion was served by Interim Pastor Bell and Deacon Frances Bucklin to 6 persons on 
Dec 10 and 1 person on Dec 14. 

Elders reported the following items from their committee’s recent concerns and activities - 

? Our landscape contractor is raising, pruning and re-guying the pepper trees at the back of the parking 
lot which were blown down by the wind and rain storm on Dec 15 

? Roof drains were cleared after the storm again filled them with leaves and twigs 

? Many seemingly inconsequential building details have been taken care of by maintenance volunteers 

? A different custodial service is being sought 

? The CE Dinner and All-Church Gathering on Nov 22 was attended and enjoyed by 53 people 

? The CE Advent Family Gathering on Nov 30 was attended by over 60 people 

? How we measure attendance and get names of prospective new members 

? A new point-person is needed for liaison with Habitat for Humanity 

? There is one Session vacancy in the Class of 2010 

? New church officers will be ordained & installed during worship on Sunday, Jan 4 

? CPC is negotiating with a prospective Director of Youth Ministry 

? There will be a Town Hall Meeting after worship on Sunday, Jan 4 

? A Task Force will meet after worship on Sunday, Jan 11 to make plans for celebrating the 90th 
anniversary of the founding of CPC, the first protestant church in Capo Valley 

? Rev Eric Ledermann will be installed at San Bernardino Presbyterian Church on Jan 18 
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? Presbytery approved a commercial bank loan so that CPC can purchase the Murray family’s share of 
the Via Sonora property 

? Presbytery approved the terms for Interim Pastor Dianna Bell’s call 

? Prospective tenants for the Via Sonora property had to back out of the leasing agreement for financial 
reasons 

? There will be a Session Retreat on January 10 

? The Annual Congregational Meeting was scheduled to follow worship on Sunday, Feb 1, 2009 

Session approved the baptism on Sunday, Jan 25 of Chase William Cannon, born 9/17/08, son of 
Jennifer and Keith Cannon. Session approved preliminary General Fund and Preschool budgets for 2009, 
and will vote approval of the final General Fund and Preschool Budgets for 2009 at the next Meeting of 
Session, Jan 20, after the church financial books are closed for 2008. These budgets and reports from all 
Session Committees will be presented at the Annual Meeting which is scheduled after worship on 
Sunday, Feb 1. 

 Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank You f r om Habit at  f or  Humanit y 

 
We are so grateful today to have received another 
generous check (for $4,223) from Community 
Presbyterian Church! Thank you so much. 
  
Wow! Your congregation is truly amazing. So many 
families & children’s lives are forever enriched because of 
the generous, warm-hearted family of Community who are 
firmly committed to helping build the San Juan 
Capistrano development with their hearts, hands and 
donations.  
  
Thank you so much for the continued support from our 
dear friends at Community Presbyterian.  
  
Have a Blessed Christmas!  

 
Peace, 
  
  
Carol 

 Carol Seibert 
Faith Relations Manager 
Habitat for Humanity of Orange County 
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TURNI NG 90 
 
Our church will turn 90 in 2009. Our Sunday school program is actually 3 years older, having been 
started by 3 women on September 10, 1916. When our church charter members gathered together to 
form our church, they had their children as well as children of the future in mind. 
 
Reaching the age of 90, for a person and a church, is a major achievement. Our church has a group of 
15 men and women who are 90 years of age and over! These senior members of our congregation would 
have been in the nursery or attending the children’s sermons and Sunday school back in 1919! It is a 
blessing to have such wisdom and knowledge still in our midst. 
 
This coming year, we will be saluting our senior members by sharing a bit of their life stories. This month 
we begin with 2 members – Virginia Bigger and Alice Ward. 
 
Virginia Bigger is a native Southern Californian who was raised in Buena 
Park where the I-5 and Beach Blvd connect. Her house was sold to the state 
in 1926 in order to create the freeway.  
 
She is the oldest of 4 girls and describes herself as a “rambunctious” child! It 
was a challenge when, at age 11, she was diagnosed with tuberculoses. She 
spent the year in bed recovering. As soon as she was well, she was off 
playing baseball where she went on to become an award-winning pitcher! 
Her high school graduation ceremony was held in the Rose Bowl! 
 
The family moved to Long Beach to live with her grandmother. Virginia was there on March 10, 1933 
when the earth moved. This historic earthquake caused great damage, including the grandmother’s 
house which fell down…all except for one room. This is the room where her bedridden mother lay. 
 
Virginia’s grandmother was a great influence in her life. Her grandmother was part of the Women’s Relief 
Corp. She took Virginia to the Community Church, Methodist Church and finally Presbyterian Church. 
The music in all the churches changed Virginia’s life. When she was thirteen, her grandmother gave her 
directions, put her on the Big Red Car and off Virginia went to the Conservatory of Music in Los Angeles. 
She learned to play the piano and shared her talent in all the churches she attended. Virginia went on to 
earn her Masters in Education and taught Kindergarten for 10 years. She loved the “organized chaos” 
created from the new learners. 
 
Virginia moved down to San Juan Capistrano in 1984 to be closer to her daughter who lives in Mission 
Viejo. Virginia’s husband died in 1985. In 1988 she was remarried with Rev. Bob Schwenck officiating at 
the ceremony. When her husband passed away in 2005, Virginia moved next door to Del Obispo Terrace 
and now has a lovely view from her room of the pre-school, front lawn and church entrance. 
 
Alice Ward met Virginia over a scrabble table at the Del Obispo Terrace. Their shared enthusiasm for life 
and active backgrounds have made them best friends and church buddies at CPC! 
 
Alice started her life in Worthington South Dakota, a small town outside Sioux Falls. Alice has been active 
all her life. Her mother said she was “born on the run!” At Orange Coast College, she was known as 
“Fireball Fox” for the enthusiasm she had for learning and life! This has not changed. When you meet 
Alice at our church entrance on Sunday mornings, her bright smile and energetic enthusiasm is a warm 
welcome! 
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Alice has a strong religious upbringing. Her brother, two sisters, and Alice all arrived within five years. Her 
mother was very religious and spent a lot of time reading Bible stories to her children. Alice attended 
school in Worthington, even when her parents moved to Sioux Falls. She graduated in 1936, and then 
went on to help establish a Community College in the town before finally moving to Sioux Falls. 
 
Alice has a strong belief in “divine intervention”. One story she shared was about her brother Bud. He 
was married to Daisy, a young woman from Australia. Daisy and Alice became very close when Bud and 
Daisy lived in Sioux Falls. World War II took Bud and Daisy to Los Angeles where Bud was assigned to a 
ship and sent to the Pacific. Daisy was expecting their first child. Unfortunately, Daisy had complications 
with the birth and died. Bud was called home. While he was home, his ship was sunk and all hands lost. 
 
Following the war in 1947, Alice and her husband Roy moved to an area soon to become Costa Mesa 
California. Roy opened a printing shop and Alice helped to get the new city incorporated. In 1950, Alice 
returned to school, this time to the new community college in town known as Orange Coast College. She 
got to know the president of the college, Dr. Peterson. In 1952 she moved on to Long Beach State with a 
scholarship and desire to get a teaching degree. However, she became pregnant with her son Dennis 
and the doctor said she had to slow down. School had to be placed on hold. 
 
About the same time, a representative from the YMCA contacted Dr. Peterson to see if he knew of 
anyone that would make a good part-time staff member. He told them that if they could recruit Alice 
“Fireball” Fox,” they would have a fine candidate. Dr. Peterson was right. Alice worked for the YMCA for 
20 years!  
 
Roy died in 1973 and Alice felt an urge for something new and different. She retired from the YMCA in 
1974 and moved on to the “happiest place on earth” – Disneyland. If you ever visited the Pirate Gift shop 
in New Orleans Square between 1974 and 1984, you probably met Alice in her pirate outfit! Not only was 
she working all day, but she square danced all night! The young people at the shop could never figure 
out where she got all that energy. 
 
Mother’s Day of 1984 was a day of change. Alice became a “Granny Nanny” and moved to Arizona to be 
with her son Dennis and her grandchildren. It was great fun. She returned to our area and moved into Del 
Obispo Terrace at the end of 2006. 
 
We thank Virginia and Alice for sharing their stories with us. We can see that their grandparents and 
parents, much like our church charter members, felt that church was an important place to raise Virginia 
and Alice. They learned to follow in the footsteps of Jesus, to help others and become involved in the life 
of their community. We are so pleased that they have selected our church to share their time with us. 
 

 JOIN THE FUN TO HELP OUR CHURCH TURN 90! 
 

Task Force Development and Brainstorming Meeting 
Sunday, January 11, 2009 

  
Meet in the CPC Fellowship Room following church service 

Bring your:  
- ideas for celebrations, gatherings, special projects, etc.  
- ways to let the world know God’s good work in our church 
- your enthusiasm for getting involved 
- your sack lunch & drink 

Want to get involved but not able to attend our meeting? No problem – call Marge Ball (830-7791) with 
your ideas and to volunteer your time & talent. 
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Fr om t he Wor ship Commit t ee 
 

I would like to take a moment to extend a heartfelt thank you to the Worship Committee for its hard work 
during the pre-interim months and during Advent and Christmas. Each of you is a blessing to our 
congregation.  

A special thank you to Jacqueline Brubaker for donating many, many hours of her time and talent in 
creating the beautiful heralding angels that are hanging in our sanctuary, cleaning, polishing, repairing 
and decorating the candlesticks and candelabras, and guiding us as the committee members decorated 
the sanctuary and narthex.  

Thank you Larry Brubaker for moving the communion table back to its original home, front and center in 
our chancel, and for moving and wiring the pulpit.   

Thank you Karen Seapy for making the dozens and dozens of phone calls needed to schedule ushers, 
lay readers, and the people who have prepared the prayers of illumination.   

To the folk who have been writing and reciting the prayers of illumination, a great big thank you. These 
prayers have added depth to our worship experience, and I look forward to hearing them each week. 

Thank you ushers for welcoming worship attendees, for taking the offering, and for doing a head count.  

Lay readers, thank you for taking on the task of being the “master of ceremonies” during the post-Morgan 
/ pre-interim months. It fell on your shoulders to greet and introduce the guest preachers and to keep the 
flow of worship going. A big task; one for which I am extremely grateful to you. 

May you be filled with God’s many blessings in the new year, 

 

Terri Treemarcki-Beck 

Worship Chair 

 
 
 

You Ar e I nvit ed 
 
Everyone with ideas for our Lenten / Easter worship is 
invited to join the Worship committee on Sunday, 
January 25 for a planning session. We’ll meet directly 
after church in the CE room. Lunch will be provided, so 
come and share in the planning for worship with Rev. 
Dianna Bell and the Worship committee. If you are 
unable to attend but have ideas or suggestions, please 
contact Terri Beck, Rev. Bell or a member of the Worship 
committee.   
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Adopt - a- Family Thank You  

 
Six families will have happier Christmases this year thanks to the 
generosity of our church family. Many of you bought gifts, wrapped 
them, purchased food and gift cards and delivered gifts to the families 
who were chosen by our partner in ministry, Family Assistance 
Ministries in San Clemente. During this busy season, it is sometimes 
hard to fit in one more activity, but, as always, our members and friends 
embraced this project with enthusiasm and love. Thank you to everyone 
who participated. 
 
And don’t forget that we support FAM throughout the year by making 
donations of non-perishable foodstuffs. Just put your donations in the 
little red wagon in the narthex, and volunteers will deliver them for us. 
Remember, families are in need not just at Christmas, but throughout 
the entire year. Thank you for your ongoing support for this wonderful 
organization which takes care of the needy in our community. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Pr esbyt er ian Women 

Ø Bible Study – Jubilee! Luke’s Gospel for the Poor. Rev. Dianna Bell, 
Pastor, will lead the Bible Study Preview - Chapter 5 - on Wednesday, 
January 7, 2009 from 10:00 – 11:00 in the CE Room.  

 

Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, January 14, 10:00 am at the church. Call Colleen Emery for details 
496.7521 – cemery@cox.net 

Martha Circle meets Thursday, January 8, 9:30 am at the church – CE Room. Call Val Jessen for details 
495.0350 – jessen23@cox.net 

Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, January 13, 7:00 PM at the home of Pat Mueller.  Contact Anne 
Larson 493.7098 (pnalarson@yahoo.com) or Bernie Schwenck 493.4971 (robertschwenck@cox.net) for 
further information 

Ø The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, January 15 at 9:00 am at the home of Marilyn 
Johnson. Call for details 498.2231 – mj1626@aol.com 

The PW Book Club will meet Tuesday, January 27, at 7:00 PM at the home of Terri Treemarcki-Beck - 
365.0873. Call or email (terri@scpres.org ) for directions. The selection for discussion is Bee Keeper’s 
Apprentice by Laurie King 
 
 



The Chimes  January  2009 
  Page 8 

Sat urday Mor ning Breakf ast  and St udy 
 
Join Pastor Dianna Bell and Pastor Emeritus Bob Schwenck on 
Saturday mornings starting January 10th for study and fellowship. Our 
study is based upon the Upper Room Magazine. Rich Zodnick prepares 
a gourmet breakfast. That alone is worth getting up early. 
 
Breakfast: 8:00 am. (Please let Rich know if you are coming) 
Discussion: begins at 8:30 am 
 
Dates this month, 
January 10, 17 and 24 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  JANUARY       JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS      ANNIVERSARIES 
 
01 Kendall Jones  18 Cathie Hulett  01 Don and Virginia Miller 
06 Erika Hourian  18 Robin McColley  03 Eric and Lynn Frey 
09 Jennifer Powers  18 Jordan Wermers  09 Michael and Joanne Fraze 
10 Sam Pfeil   19 Laura Whitney  17 Billy and Mae Bell 
10 Carol Rodriguez  28 Bonnie Ferber  19 Paul and Honey Cassady 
11 Al Jessen   29 Wendy Jenkins  24 Larry and Michele Anderson 
11 Mae Round  30 Liam Murray  25 Kurt and Diane Pederson 
15 Cairistiona Flatley  30 Jason Ross  30 Jim and Bobbie Babbage 
16 Brenton Lowery  30 Larry Strong   
17 Joe Hunt   31 Katie Lanni    
17 Ginny Stephanian  31 Will Reeder   
17 Josephine Morrow   
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