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           THE CHIMES 

Monthly Newsletter  of Community Presbyter ian Church 
DECEMBER 2009 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
Celebrating 90 Years of  Christian Service 

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 
 

 

Christmas 
A Time of Celebration and Hope 

 
The Christ Child has come into the world!  
 
In this time when our church family is focusing on God’s plan 
for our lives, our church, our community and our world, we 
must remember that it all began with a tiny baby in a manger. 
God’s grand design for our world began in the most humble of 
circumstances embodied in the tiniest child. What does that 
tell us about what God has in store for us? 
 
Christ’s coming was: 
     Unexpected 
          In the least likely place 
               Among the least likely people 
 
Let us remember to stay aware and awake like the shepherds and wise men so we will be ready for 
whatever God sends our way. For He has great plans for us and for our church. 
 
 
 

Events and Activities 
Saturday  Dec 12  Annual Progressive Dinner (see page 9) 
Sunday Dec 20  Youth Breakfast and Bake Sale 9:00 AM  
     Combined worship service at 10:00 AM  (Special Christmas 
      Music – see page 4 for details) 
Thursday Dec 24  Christmas Eve Service 7:00 PM (see page 4) 
Friday   Dec 25  Christmas Day 
Thursday  Dec 31  New Year’s Eve service 7:30 PM (see page 4) 
 
For Presbyterian Women events see page 10. 
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Thank you for the warm welcome I received November 20th. Dianna “warned” me of your loving nature. I 
am privileged to follow her ministry here, even if it is only for a few weeks until the Designated Pastor is 
identified and on board. I am here to serve Christ in a pastoral and interim ministry. Please feel free to 
call me as to how I can help you. 
 
Advent is here! Advent is a time to ponder this mind-expanding thought: GOD--the designer of thousands 
of galaxies separated by millions of light years--brought about a pregnancy in a teenage peasant’s womb 
where a few cells grew into a newborn baby. 
 
Would you relinquish your present power and free will to become a helpless infant watched over by a 14 
or 15 year old? Would you leave the familiar comfortable surroundings for a bed of straw in a third world 
country occupied by an imposing foreign army? 
 
Think and feel what that would be like for you before you read further. 
 
The Christian claim is that the Divine Creator became a part of creation. The Creator of the wonder of 
birth experiences birth! The originator of language is restricted to a gurgle. Yes, we marvel at the birth of 
Jesus Christ: God in the flesh.  
 
While the birth of Jesus Christ is enough to stump our minds, there is more to ponder. The birth of Jesus 
Christ means God is with us, or Emmanuel in the Hebrew.  
 
The birth of Jesus ushers in the GOD IS WITH US era for the entire world. God is with us as young 
children or as awkward teenagers. God is with us in our vibrant years and when our muscles shrivel and 
our eyes dim. God is with us when we exult in joy, tremble in fear, slump in grief, laugh with abandon, 
droop in failure and praise with warmth. God is with us when we curl up in anxiety or stride with pride. 
God is with us when we are torn with doubt or when we crow with certainty. No matter what you and I are 
going through, Jesus Christ—GOD!—is with you and me. 
 
My prayer this Advent for you all is: “Lord, may our stumped minds prompt such wonder that any inner 
barriers will be banished so your Holy Spirit can flow freely into our open and believing hearts. May Christ 
will dwell in us with greater intimacy. We are your people and we await your coming.” 
  
With love and joy about the prospects of Advent for us all, 
 
Pastor Paul 
 
Editor’s note: We at The Chimes are pleased that Rev. Paul Reeves has agreed to be Interim Pastor 
following the retirement of our previous Interim Pastor, Rev. Dianna Bell. We wish Dianna and Donald 
well and look forward to Pastor Paul’s continued guidance at CPC while the search for a Designated 
Pastor continues. 
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Session Repor t  
 

Eleven elders plus Jackie Brubaker, acting chair of 
the Worship Committee, met on Nov 17 at Interim 
Pastor Dianna Bell’s home in Dana Point for Dianna’s 
farewell meeting with Session. They enjoyed dessert 
and hot beverages served by Pastor Dianna. The first 
order of business was reception of three new 
members: Vera Ferguson, Melissa Fischel and Peter 
Fischel by reaffirmation of faith. Session approved an 
infant baptism for Samuel Fischel on Nov 22. Session also approved Blake Barrett’s baptism in the ocean 
on Nov 18, through which he will also become a new member of CPC. About 45 people witnessed his 
baptism in the surf. Blake has been and is an active member of the Youth Group led by Brandon Tatum. 
The new members were introduced to the congregation on Nov 22, which was Pastor Bell’s last day at 
CPC. Dianna and Donald Bell will be moving back to their home in Sonoma. 

Earlier on Nov 17, Pastor Bell and the Pastor Advisory Team (Paul Larson, Fran Eagan, Marge Ball and 
Tom Lanni) held long meetings with Rev. Paul Reeves. He comes well recommended by our Presbytery 
Committee on Ministry to serve as CPC Interim Pastor for the short term between the departure of 
Dianna Bell and arrival of the designated pastor. The designated pastor is actively being sought by the 
Designated Pastor Nominating Committee. Session approved the recommendation of the Pastor 
Advisory Team and authorized the Personnel Committee to draft a contract and call for Rev. Paul Reeves 
to start as the CPC Interim Pastor on Nov 29. He will spend four working days here each week and three 
days at his home in Rancho Cucamonga until the Designated Pastor starts, or until March when he 
expects another position to open up for him. Rev. Reeves will attend both services of worship as an 
observer on Nov 22 and requested that all elders come to meet him in the Pastor’s study between 
services. 

The Buildings & Grounds Committee was asked by Session to draft a church policy to remove 
uncertainties over the use of CPC facilities by outside entities. There have been several requests that 
required much committee and Session time to resolve questions, conditions, and responsibilities 
regarding facility use. Priorities, calendaring, setup, cleaning, usage fees, and key access are among the 
items which need resolution. Successful expansion of our Preschool & Kindergarten programs made 
available space scarce, and the situation became critical. Session voted to decline a request received 
last month from a large group of adults and children who have no church facility to use our sanctuary, 
classrooms, kitchen, and fellowship hall during many afternoon, evening, and weekend hours for worship, 
instruction, and fellowship activities. Current activities within CPC would have been seriously impacted. 

Session scheduled a special meeting on Dec 1 to work on 2010 budget issues. Session scheduled a 
Joint Meeting of Elders and Deacons on Dec 15. This short meeting will be followed on the same evening 
by regular meetings of Session and the Board of Deacons. Session approved a request from the Youth 
Group to use the kitchen on Dec 19 for baking goods to sell to raise funds for its programs. The bake 
sale and a continental breakfast are scheduled on Dec 20 before the special Christmas Music service for 
which the Chancel Choir and Organist-Choirmaster Dr Janet Harms will perform selections form Handel’s 
“Messiah.” The annual Christmas Eve family service is scheduled for 7 pm on Dec 24 and the traditional 
New Year’s Eve service is scheduled at 7:30 pm on Jan 31. 

 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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(Continued from Page 3) 

 

Treasurer Paul Larson distributed the Oct 31, 2009 Financial Statement 
showing that the General Fund cash position is holding well. Ten-month total 
income was $3,715 more than 10-month expenses. The Preschool Fund 
cash position has improved in spite of some children withdrawn or changing 
from the 3-day to the 2-day option for family financial reasons. The 
Stewardship report showed that pledged contributions continue to lag behind 
the budgeted amount, but unpledged contributions exceed the budgeted 
amount. The Stewardship Committee reported that pledges for 2010 are still 
being received, with 61 in and about 29 more expected.  

The Nominating Committee reported they have candidates for five of seven openings on the Board of 
Deacons and candidates for four of six openings on Session for 2010. A Congregational Meeting for the 
election is pending but has not been scheduled.  

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Ser vices at  Communit y Presbyt er ian 
 

December  20,  2009 
J oin us at  9:00 AM f or  a cont inent al br eakf ast  and t he yout h gr oup’s annual 

bake sale. Enj oy f ood and f ellowship and pur chase your  holiday goodies. 
That  Sunday we will have only one combined wor ship ser vice beginning at   

10:00 AM dur ing which t he choir  will sing select ions f r om  
Handel’s Messiah. I nvit e your  f r iends and neighbor s! 

 
Chr ist mas Eve – December  24,  2009 

J oin us f or  one ser vice at  7:00 PM f eat ur ing a childr en’s pr ogr am 
and cant at a by t he choir . (Chr ist mas music will begin at  6:45 PM.) 

 
New Year ’s Eve – December  31,  2009 

Once again, we will r emember  t he old year  and look ahead t o t he new one as we 
r ead scr ipt ur e, j oin in pr ayer  and medit at ion, shar e t he highs and lows of  2009, r emember  t hose we 

have lost  dur ing t he year , sing simple songs, and ask God’s 
blessing on our  congr egat ion dur ing t he upcoming year . 

Please come and exper ience t his cont emplat ive t ime t o mar k t he passage of  t he 
old and t he coming of  t he new. 
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2010 St ewardship Campaign Updat e 
God’s St eadf ast  Love Car r ying Us I nt o t he Fut ur e 

 
Psalm 90:14 “Satisfy us in the morning with thy steadfast love; that we may rejoice and be glad all our 
days.” 

 On Sunday November 15, 
the last Sunday of the Stewardship 
Campaign, sixty-one pledges were 
dedicated! We rejoice in this number. 
We are over halfway to reaching our 
goal of 101! Pledges will be 
accepted throughout the rest of this 
year and into the next. It’s never too 
late to complete a pledge card and 
submit it to the office. Your pledge 
will be counted toward our goal… 
and ‘magic nuddles’ added to our 
chalice. 
 
 We also rejoice in having a 
better projection of our 2010 income. 
It is a major help to our Session 
Elders who can now consider an 
approximate income along with 
expected expenses. Thank you to all 
who pledged during the campaign 
and those who will be doing so 
during 2010. Your financial gifts are  

            a blessing to all. 
 
 As we enter the ‘gift giving’ time of year with Christmas fast approaching, we remember that God 
gave us his gift of Jesus Christ. We respond by giving to each other. Your stewardship committee of 
Frances Bucklin, Susan Grulkowski, Laurie Jacobs, and Dale McLeod did not wait for the holidays to 
share their gifts. For the past two years, I have enjoyed their wisdom, 
encouragement, proofreading, guidance, Chimes articles, contribution 
reports, projections of income, laughter, prayers, and sharing the load. It 
has been a pleasure serving as your Stewardship Elder thanks to the good 
gifts of these our committee members. We pray for the person God has 
selected to serve as our Stewardship Elder to step forward and join the five 
of us to continue the work we’ve begun. 
 
Marge J. Ball  
CPC Stewardship Elder 
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St epping Up t o Lead 
 

The Presbyterian Women’s “Joshua” teaching focuses on the skills it 
takes to be a leader. Ruth McLeod developed this list from her 
November Joshua lesson: 

Faithfulness, commitment, strength of spirit, acts – does not 
delay, trustful, personal witness, follows direction, shares the 
task, respectful, consistent, listens, gives clear instructions, 
organizes, nurtures, plans, dedication, encourages, empowers 
others, shares, loyal, honesty, obedient, and confident. 

This list is mirrored in the skills of our congregation, which have been 
developed through years of involvement in business, volunteering, or 
raising children. Sometimes our activities become routine and we forget 
we possess these wonderful talents. When asked to be an Elder or 
Deacon, we may think that the abilities we possess are not as good as 
those of our predecessors. The time required to be a leader may 
appear too daunting. It can be a bit frightening! 

Eleanor Roosevelt said, “You gain strength, courage, and confidence by every experience in which you 
really stop and look fear in the face. You must do what you think you cannot do.” 

Ask any current or past Elder or Deacon and they will tell you they were nervous about stepping up to 
lead. It took courage for them to commit. They had to have faith that the time they needed was somehow 
going to fit into their already busy schedule. They prayed for the energy and wisdom to fulfill their 
positions. 

Experienced leaders will tell you that one secret to their success is they make sure to find someone else 
to share the tasks. Provide others the opportunity to share in the life of the church by asking them to work 
with you. Many past Deacons and Elders are happy to share their knowledge and support you as you 
lead. Reach out to them. 

Getting involved in the church leads to a new way of looking at God’s world around you, a contentment of 
knowing you helped others, a feeling of satisfaction and happiness. Using your time to forward the work 
of God’s church is being a good steward. 

It is an honor to be asked to serve the church in a leadership position. When asked, please prayerfully 
consider the invitation before making a decision. Trust that God’s steadfast love will always be with you 
as you step up to lead. And listen to God’s call to service.  

As you have thanked those who have led in the past, we will now be thanking you! 

Marge Ball 
Stewardship Elder 

Lorna Collins 
Nominating Committee Chair, on behalf of the Nominating Committee 
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Commit ment  t o Peace 
 
Why is there a candle on the communion table whenever we have communion? 
 
Although it could be considered a “Christ Candle” representing the presence of Christ with us, the real 
reason for the candle is actually rooted in our congregation’s long-standing commitment to peacemaking. 
 

Since the 1940s, the Presbyterian Church has been committed to 
worldwide peacemaking. During each era, the form of that 
commitment has changed and evolved. But the Presbyterian Peace 
Fellowship has continued to work tirelessly for a world at peace. 

 
In the 1970s and 1980s, our congregation was inspired by a number of people, 
including B.J. and Harry Elliott. Our congregation was challenged to be intentional in 
our dedication to a peaceful world. Many members joined a group called Beyond 
War and met to discuss ways in which we could foster an environment where people 
could live in harmony with each other. 
 
During that period, having a lighted candle on the table whenever the Lord’s Supper was celebrated 
became a tradition of the congregation. 
 
In the early 1980s, a Peace Pole was installed in front of the church and dedicated to B.J. & Harry Elliott 
for all their work on behalf of peace in our congregation. B. J. and Harry now live in Washington State 
where they continue to work for world peace. 
 
Several years ago, we rededicated the Peace Pole as a reminder of our fervent prayers for peace. Today, 
many in the congregation continue to work tirelessly for peace in the world. And the candle continues to 
remind us of our commitment to that cause. 
 
 
 
 

MEN’S RETREAT- 2009 
 

What happens in Green Valley Lake, stays in Green Valley Lake. But, some 
comments have leaked out: 

The fall weather was perfect, accommodations great, meals by chef John 
Muller outstanding, Dr Donald Bell’s presentation was informative and 
stimulated lively discussions, and the comradery with ten superb men was 
beyond priceless. 

Hope we can repeat the experience next year! 
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Ever yt hing I  Need t o Know,  I  Lear ned From Noah’s Ar k  

1. Don't miss the boat. 
2. Remember we are all in the same boat. 
3. Plan ahead. It wasn't raining when Noah built the Ark. 
4. Stay fit. When you're 60 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big. 
5. Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done. 
6. Build your future on high ground. 
7. For safety's sake, travel in pairs. 
8. Speed isn't always an advantage. The snails were on board with the cheetahs. 
9. When you’re stressed, float awhile. 
10. Remember the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals. 
11. No matter the storm, when you are with God, there is always a rainbow waiting. 

 
 
 
 

Poinset t ias 
 
The Deacons are ordering Christmas Poinsettias to beautify our Sanctuary on Christmas 
Eve. 
 
If you would like to order one in honor or in memory of a loved one, contact Anne Larson 
at 493-7098, or the church office at 493-1502. The names of the honorees will be listed 
in the church bulletin. 
 
The cost is $10.00 per poinsettia and orders must be received by Wednesday, 
December 9th. Make checks payable to CPC with the words “Deacon’s Fund” on the 
memo line. 
 
You may take your poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve Service. 
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Fr om t he Pr eschool and Kinder gar t en 

 
The preschool & kindergarten would like to thank 
the church members who have so generously given 
of their time and talent to the school: 
 
Dale McLeod - general repairs around campus 
Jim Beamerwould - general repairs and painting 
around campus 
Joe Eagan - installation of new light fixtures in Room B 
Fran Eagan - the list is too long, but lots and lots! 
Patty Roess - making pottery with the kindergarten and enrichment classes 
Barbara Ward - for office seating  
David Beck - repairs of our facility 
Debbie Reeder - for doing music with our afternoon classes 
Rev. Dianna Bell - for leading the kindergarten class through the labyrinth and praying with the families at 
the Fall Festivals.  
 
November was a busy month. The Elks conducted free vision screenings for every child.  The children 
practiced earthquake and fire drills. We kicked off our Sees Candy and Opportunity Quilt fundraisers. 
Proceeds from these fundraisers will go towards repairing and replacing trikes and scooters. 
 
Little pilgrims and Native Americans showed up for a Thanksgiving Feast. They sang songs and shared 
reasons they are thankful.  
 
Family Advent Gathering was a huge success. Everyone enjoyed making ornaments, crafts, and wreaths. 
And pizza is always a hit! Thank you for your support in this event. 
 
We began practicing for our “Christmas Around the World” Christmas pageant as soon as we returned 
from Thanksgiving break. The pageants are Thursday and Friday, December 10 & 11. 
 
 
 
 

Pr ogr essive Dinner  
 

Mark your calendars for the Progressive Dinner scheduled 
for Saturday, December 12, at 5:30 p.m. 

Look for signups soon, or contact Fran Eagan at 240-6114. 
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Pr esbyt er ian Women 
 

Ø Bible Study – Joshua – A Journey of Faith. There is no Bible Study 
Preview scheduled for December at the present time. If this changes, all 
circle leaders will be notified. 

 
Lydia Circle will meet Wednesday, December 9th, 10:00 am at San Juan 
Mobile Estates Clubhouse (32302 Alipaz St; San Juan Cap 92675) and will 
be studying Lesson 3. Contact Colleen Emery for details 496.7521 – 
cemery@cox.net  
 
Martha Circle will meet Thursday, December 10th, 9:30 am in the Youth 
Center at the church, studying Lesson 3. A potluck lunch will be enjoyed after 
the Bible study. Contact Val Jessen for details 495.0350 – jessen23@cox.net  
 
Mary-Deborah Circle will meet Tuesday, December 8th, 6:30 PM (instead of 7:00). We are having a 
potluck soup and salad supper at the home of Julie Dull. Karen Seapy is leading the discussion of 
Lesson 3. Contact Anne Larson 493.7098 (pnalarson@yahoo.com) for further information 
 

Ø The PW Book Club will not be meeting in December- Merry Christmas to all! 
 
Ø The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, December 3rd at 9:30 (after breakfast) in 

Fellowship Hall. We will go out to lunch on Thursday, December 17th. Contact Marilyn Johnson 
for details 498.2231 – mj1626@aol.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December  Bir t hdays    December  Anniversar ies 
2 Aubrey Howell 16 John Hawkins  29 David and Ann Ludwig 
3 Don Mueller  16 Joan McGuire 
5 Margie Taylor 18 Megan Beck 
7 Murl Collins  20 Rebecca DeLo 
8 Lillian Whitney 25 Tamara Lenahan 
10 Jane McWilliams 25 Sue Stuart 
13 Bob Bucklin 28 Jami Loree 
13 Michael Fraze 28 Justin Pederson 
14 Vera Mansfield 29 Martha Spencer 
15 Alma Smith  30 Dorinda Ross 
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