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Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
Celebrating 90 Years of  Christian Service 

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 
 

 
 

 
Following the very successful and enjoyable 90th celebration, the church 
begins to look forward with anticipation to the upcoming Thanksgiving and Advent 
seasons. One Item of sadness to note: 
 
Interim pastor Diana Bell’s tenure at CPC is coming to a close the end of 
November. Diana came to us at a time of turmoil in the life of the church and 
brought to us a steady and compassionate guidance that will be missed by 
the congregation. She also aided and influenced the dialog between CPC 
and the presbytery in setting guidelines for retired pastors. 
 
We wish both Donald and Diana Bell safe journey and all the best in their 
future endeavors. The church will have a farewell party for the Bells on 
Saturday November 21 at 6:00 pm in fellowship hall.  
 

Events and Activities 
Nov 7, Thursday  7:30 am Women’s Breakfast (See page 3) 
Nov 11, Wednesday   Vet er ans Day 

Nov 16, Monday and Nov 17, Tuesday - 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.  Holiday Bout ique 
 Presented by the pre-school and Kindergarten of CPC (See page 3) 

Nov 21, Saturday   6:00 pm. Holiday Dinner and farewell Party for The Bells (see page 5) 

Nov 26, Thursday   Thanksgiving Day 
Nov 29, Sunday    4:00 - 7:00 pm Family Advent Gathering (See page 10) 
 
 For Presbyterian Women activities calendar see page 8. 
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Session Repor t  
 

Six elders met with Moderator Dianna Bell for a regular meeting of Session on Oct 20. Also present and 
reporting were Jackie Brubaker (acting chair of Worship Committee), Debbie Reeder (spokesperson for 
the Music Director Task Force), and Terri T-Beck (Director of Preschool & Kindergarten). Jackie Brubaker 
reported that there will be a survey questionnaire distributed to the congregation on Oct 25. Debbie 
Reeder reported a preschool choir is being formed and plans to present them during worship soon. 
Physical arrangements of the Chancel are still being altered to find an optimum for both traditional and 
contemporary music. Special Advent music is being planned. The Music Director Task Force reports that 
after discussions and interviews, they prepared a job description and recommend that Dr Janet Harms be 
offered the position of Organist and Choirmaster. Session voted to offer Dr Janet Harms an interim 
position as Organist and Choirmaster through January 31, 2010. 
 
Elder Fran Eagan reported receipt of a bequest from the estate of Eileen Lewis. This gift will be 
distributed in four parts: $1,042 to the Mission Committee, $2,500 to the Finance Ministry Committee for 
current projects, $4,690 to the Finance Ministry Committee for long-term projects, and $4,690 to the 
“Every Member Endowment” account from which income shall be used as recommended by the 
Endowment Committee. All final disbursements must be approved by Session.  
 
Session voted to approve baptism of Alexander James Stemple by Interim Pastor Bell on Sunday, Oct 25. 
The Clerk reported CPC rolls include 184 active members and 24 inactive members after the recent 
deaths of Alice Ward (Aug 27) and Leona Sims (Oct 4). Communion was served by Rev Bob Schwenk to 
120 persons on Sunday, Oct 4. Home communion was served to 9 people in September. No home 
communion was served in October. Interim Pastor Bell’s contract with CPC ends Nov 30. Session voted 
to allow Pastor Bell eight days of earned personal time off at the end of November, so her last day at 
CPC will be Sunday, Nov 22. There will be a farewell party for her on Saturday, Nov 21. 
 
The Financial Statement for Sept 30 indicates that for the last 9 months, General Fund income was 
$2,856 more than expenses. For 9 months, pledged income was $165,114 ($159,613 prorated), 
unpledged income was $20,075 and free-will income was $2,913. For 9 months, total income for 9 
months was $349,245 and total expenses were $346,389. The General Fund cash balance is good, but 
down around $2,000 from last month. For 9 months, Preschool & Kindergarten income was $1,567 less 
than expenses. This was due to increased spending for supplies and staff to accommodate increased 
child enrollment, which is expected to generate income exceeding expenses before December 31. The 
Preschool & Kindergarten cash balance is good. Preliminary 2010 Budgets for the Church General Fund 
and for the Preschool & Kindergarten were discussed. Much work is required before balanced 2010 
Budgets are ready for release. The Deacon’s Fund Sept 30 cash balance was a low $700. The Pastor’s 
Housing fund has a good balance of $6,263.  
 
Session approved a request to rent space in the Youth Center on four evenings a month from 6 to 10 pm 
for use as a traffic school classroom to be run by an outside firm. This will not interfere with any Youth 
Program activity. A revised plan to renovate Youth Center outside decks and railings and interior ceilings 
will begin shortly using youth group volunteers and employing a church member for both labor and 
supervision of the volunteers. Planning and budgeting for renovation of the front office and pastor’s office 
continues. A request from a congregation without a church to rent the CPC sanctuary and several other 
rooms 3 days a week was countered by a request from Session for more information about expected 
activities and numbers of people involved.  
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Director Terri T-Beck reported that Preschool & Kindergarten operations are going very well with many 
new children, families and several new staff people. Some adjustments have been made to resolve minor 
conflicts.  
 
The 90th Anniversary Celebration went extremely well. Session congratulated 
Elders Marge Ball and Fran Eagan for the success of the event and thanked 
them for the significant time and effort they contributed. Numerous events 
and people were overlooked or omitted in the presentation, but failure to 
highlight the role of the Preschool & Kindergarten in the history of CPC is the 
one regretted the most.  
 

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
 
 
 

Holiday Bout ique 
 

Ring in t he holiday cheer   
at  Communit y Pr esbyt er ian Chur ch 

Pr eschool & Kinder gar t en’s 
annual holiday bout ique on 

 
 Monday, November  16 
 &  
 Tuesday, November  17 
  
 You may shop bet ween 
 8:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 

 
Please help us t o spr ead t he wor d. 
Tell your  f r iends and neighbor s. 

 
   Spaces st ill available f or  vendor s 

 
 
 
 

Women’s Br eakf ast  
 
You are invited to a Ladies Breakfast the first Thursday of each month at the Jolly Roger Restaurant in 
Dana Point. The Breakfast begins at 7:30 AM. Come enjoy the fellowship. We'd love to see you there. 
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CPC Celebr at es 90 Year s of  Chr ist ian Minist ry 
 
 
It began with an outpouring of your ideas on January 11, 2009. It culminated 
in a glorious gathering on October 17 & 18! The task force, chaired by 
Marge Ball, each took a specific event or job and formed their committee. 
We have attempted to list all the people that shared their time, talent and 
treasures to make our 90th birthday a memory maker! 
 

90th Anniversary Task Force Members, their committees/helpers 
 

Creation of the Logo – Jackie and Larry Brubaker 
 
Spreading the News – Mary and Jerry Elliott, unknown congregation members that mailed postcards to 
invite their friends 
 
Half-page colored newspaper advertisement in Capistrano Dispatch, Dana Point Times, San Clemente 
Times – Kimberly Muller, Lorie Porter, Marge Ball 
 
Posters in Sanctuary, Narthex, and memory book display – Beryl Hourian, Nicole Hourian, Karen Stone, 
Judy Ledermann 
 
Presbyterian Women’s book display – Darlene Elliott 
 
Recording the activities with photography and video – Al Jessen, Beryl Hourian, Robert Punya, Jay 
Rodriguez 
 
Saturday morning Memory Walk – Lorie Porter, Marilyn Thorpe 
 
Saturday afternoon Swapping Stories – Marge Ball 

Photos and information from: Mary Elliott, Gretchen Thomson, Marilyn & Jim Thorpe, Carol Loper, 
Ruth Willett, 75th anniversary booklet, 1966,1972, 1999 CPC photo directories, Capistrano Dispatch, 
websites 
 
Speakers: Mary Elliott, Gretchen Thomson, Jay Kirk, Bonnie Hunter, Jane Heath, Lorna and Larry 
Collins, Karen Seapy, Kurt Pederson, Marilyn & Jim Thorpe 
Written messages from: Rev. Linda Flatley, Rev. Serena Sullivan, Rev. Steven Marsh, Rev, Jim Whyte, 
Rev. Charles Griffin, Rev. Ernie Trask & Beth, Gania Demaree Trotter, Carol Loper, Tom Tierney 

 
Pre-Dinner Entertainment – Melody, Clara, Krista, and Amy Gilson, Tyler Noble, Patton Tetherton, 
Nathan White, Yusef Ibreigheith, Scott Sherman, Gavin John, Korina Guttierez, Anne Larson, Ann 
Ludwig, Debbie, Will and Luke Reeder. 

 
Saturday Evening Celebration Dinner – Fran Eagan, Barbara Ward, Barbara Lanni, Anne Larson, 
Muriel Hamme, Youth assistants: Kayla Noble, Kaila Jones, Shannon Thelander. 
 

Table Hostesses: Wendy Jenkins, Lorna & Larry Collins, Max & Shirley Harris, Beryl & John Hourian, 
Judy & Ken Ledermann, Marilyn & Jim Thorpe, Kurt & Dianne Pederson (assisted by Pat & Don 
Mueller), Marilyn & Albin Johnson, David & Ann Ludwig (assisted by Rich and Suzie Zodnik), Val & Al 
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Jessen, Jay & Donna Kirk, Andy & Donna Sheaffer, Paula Zintl, Karen & Don Seapy, Luanna & Len 
Rugh, Ruth & Dale McLeod, Susan & Greg Howit, Sue Ellen Bunch & Tom Mason, and Susan & Owen 
Grulkowski. 

 
Sunday morning Worship Service – Donna Kirk, Rev. Dianna Bell, Dr. Janet Harms, Choirmaster, organ 
& piano, Shannon Gray, trumpet, Judith Hopf, flute, Ann Ludwig, oboe, Kasey Littlejohns, Jay Rodriguez, 
Laura Bremer, singers, Norm Heidner, drums, Jerome Healy, guitar, Tom Lanni, bass; Choir members – 
Jackie Brubaker, Judy Richter, Frances Bucklin, Mary & Jerry Elliott, Donna and Jay Kirk, Jerome Healy, 
Vera Ferguson, Pat Homewood, Sue Ellen Bunch, Ruth Willett, Anne & Paul Larson, John Hourian, Dave 
Ludwig, Debbie & Tim Reeder, Don Seapy, Josephine Morrow; Special Presentations: Mayor of SJC 
Mark Nielsen & Paul Larson; Habitat for Humanity representative Sharon Ellis & David Ludwig, Rev. Jerry 
Elliott; Los Ranchos Presbytery representative Rev. Dr. Steve Yamaguchi, Executive Presbyter & Al 
Jessen; Youth presentation - Jordan Wermers, Jay Rodriguez, Jonathan Bremer, Blake Barrett, Kayla 
Noble, Shannon Thelander, Kaila Jones, Nathan White, Laura Bremer. 
 
Carnival – Weldon & Betty Dorris, Jane Heath, Sue, Mike, Dana and Steve Stebbins, Laurie Chapman, 
Beryl Hourian, Youth helpers: Jordan Wermers, Blake Barrett, Dana Stebbins, Kayla Noble, Shannon 
Thelander, Kaila Jones 
 

Carnival food – Fran Eagan, Barbara Ward, Barbara Lanni. 
Set up and clean up -  Kayla Noble, Kaila Jones, Shannon Thelander, Joe Eagan 

 
Funding Sources: 
Art Fair Fundraiser in August – Lorna & Larry Collins, Beryl Hourian, and Fran Eagan. 
Vacation Auction – Fran Eagan, Barbara Ward, Barbara Lanni 
“Welcome Fall” Quilt by Doris Rinehart 
Carnival & food donations on Sunday 
 
Thank you to all who shared their time, talent and treasures toward this celebration! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FELLOWSHI P 
 

We will be having an All Church Thanksgiving Dinner and farewell party 
for the Bells on Saturday, November 21, 2009, in the fellowship hall at 
6:00 pm. 
 
Come and Join us to say goodbye to Donald and Diana Bell and 
wishing them all the best. 
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2010 St ewardship Campaign 
God’s St eadf ast  Love Car r ying Us int o t he Fut ur e 

 
Last November, we were in the midst of change. The future looked a bit shaky. We put our trust in God’s 
steadfast love that had taken us through nearly ninety years of changing times. We, as a congregation, 
proceeded with confidence. Our Interim Pastor, Rev. Dianna Bell, provided inspirational leadership. This 
year of 2009 has been a great example of His care as demonstrated by the faithful and generous 
stewardship of time, talent, and sharing of treasures by our congregation.  
 

   
 
Our goal is to increase pledges by 10%. Currently we have 92 pledge units. For 2010, we are praying for 
101 pledge units that will share in the financial responsibilities of the church. Please bring your pledge 
card with you to church on November 1, 8, or 15 and place it in the offertory plate. Watch God’s blessings 
grow each Sunday! Pledges will be dedicated November 15. 
 
May God’s Steadfast Love always be with you, 
 
Marge J. Ball  
CPC Stewardship Committee Chairman 
 
Photo – “The Good Shepherd” by Richard Hook 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Men’s Br eakf ast  
 

1st and 3rd Tuesday the Men continue to gather for breakfast and conversation 
and devotional at Denny’s on Ortega Highway at 7:30 a.m. All men are invited 
to enjoy the fellowship. 
 
 

God’s Steadfast Love Carrying Us into the Future is our stewardship 
theme for 2010. We have faith that our new Designated Pastor will lead us as 
we continue to nurture people through Christ-centered worship, teach us to 
live as disciples, in order to serve the community in building the Kingdom of 
God. We have faith that all our congregation members and friends will 
prayerfully consider participating in the financial life of the church by making a 
pledge in response to the abundant gifts God has provided. We ask all to 
realize that any increased giving reduces the demand on reserve funds and 
that we anticipate increased expenses in 2010. 
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What  a Beaut if ul Day He Has Given Me 
 

When you meet Nancy Tompkins, she will greet you with an enthusiastic 
smile and, “It’s a beautiful day!” Her trust in God has led her through 90 years 
of an interesting life. 
 
Nancy was born in her grandparents’ home in Scranton, Pennsylvania due to 
a bad flu epidemic at the local hospital. Because her family lived close by in 
New Jersey, she got to know both sets of grandparents as well as some of 
her great-grandparents. Nancy’s father owned a coal business and was 
involved in civic activities. 
 
Nancy attended a private school in Jersey City which was next to a Presbyterian church. The children’s 
message each Sunday was especially interesting to Nancy so she would ask her mother to take her to 
that church even when her mother was unable to attend. The church closed down in summer when 
everyone went on vacation, so Nancy always looked forward to fall and the reopening of the church. 
 
During World War II, Nancy attended Bennett Junior College in Rumson, New Jersey, near Asbury Park 
and Fort Monmouth Army Military base. One evening a friend of a friend introduced her to Minthorne M. 
Tompkins III, who was stationed at the Army base. Min was an only child like Nancy. They were married 
once the war ended. Their first ‘child’ was an English Cocker Spaniel. 
 
Min found a job with Fireman’s Fund Insurance. He was transferred to Seattle, Washington where they 
settled. Their two children, Minthorne M. Tompkins IV (known as Sandy due to the color of his hair) and 
Susan, joined the family. Susie now lives in San Diego and is the mother of Nancy’s 4 grandchildren. 
Nancy also is a great-grandmother to two darling little boys. 
 
Nancy became very active in Junior League while in Seattle. One of her projects was to teach boys how 
to play basketball. In those days, women played on 3 courts while the men played on 2 courts. Nancy 
was very athletic so she thought this would be a good way to earn her service points for Jr. League. The 
boys were from “…a rough area of town, very tall, and a challenge to teach!” Somehow she managed to 
work with them. Nancy continued with her Jr. League activities when Min was transferred to the Bay area 
in California for a time and then to Los Angeles. 
 
In the mid 1970’s, Nancy’s marriage ended. Her mother had already moved to Los Angeles to be close 
after Nancy’s father died. Nancy and her mother were headed to Mission Viejo to live, but the realtor took 
them to a home in San Juan Capistrano. It had a big backyard and was perfect. She and her mother 
really enjoyed the house and gardening together. Now Nancy enjoys her time with Jack, her pug. 
 
Nancy is a lover of God’s creatures. She has two crows in her backyard-one which she has watched from 
its birth. Nancy says they squawk until she feeds them peanuts, then she says “okay” and they stop 
squawking. She is not sure if she trained them or they trained her! 
 
One Sunday not long after moving to SJC, she set off to find the Presbyterian Church. A wrong turn sent 
her toward the Baptist church but something (maybe God) turned her around and got her headed in the 
right direction to CPC. Frances Bucklin was the first person she met! Nancy is an ordained Elder and 
served on Session at CPC and also has served twice on Deacons.  
 

(Continued to page 8) 
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(Continued from Page 7) 
 
Nancy has always known there was a higher power-a God of our understanding. With her foundation of 
church and adding Al-Anon to her life, she learned to trust God and turn her life over to Him. Her ability to 
talk to God is from knowing Jesus Christ. God kept her calm through a terrifying kidnapping and robbery 
by keeping her mind on other things. She put her life in the Lord’s hands then and continues to do the 
same today. Nancy feels very comfortable and faces each day knowing that God loves her and gives her 
each day to enjoy. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pr esbyt er ian Women -  
 
Bible Study – Joshua – A Journey of Faith. Rev. Dianna Bell, Pastor, will lead 
the Bible Study Preview – Chapter 2 - on Wednesday, November 4, 2009 from 
10:00 – 11:00 in the PASTOR’S STUDY.   

 
Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, November 11, 10:00 am in the NARTHEX at the 
church.  Contact Colleen Emery for details 496.7521 – cemery@cox.net 
 
Martha Circle meets Thursday, November 12, 9:30 am in the YOUTH CENTER at 
the church. We will be studying Chapter 2. Contact Val Jessen for details 495.0350 
– jessen23@cox.net 
 
Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, November 10, 7:00 PM at the home of Karen Seapy.  Contact 
Anne Larson 493.7098 (pnalarson@yahoo.com) for further information 
 
The PW Book Club will meet Tuesday, November 24, at 7:00 PM at the home of Terri Treemarcki-Beck - 
365.0873. Call or email ( tbeck@sjcpres.org ) for directions. The selection for discussion is Water for 
Elephants, by Sara Gruen.  
 

 
The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, November 5 at 9:30 after 
breakfast in FELLOWSHIP HALL. On November 19 at 9:30, we will 
meet in THE YOUTH CENTER from 9:30 am – 1:00 or so. Lunch 
included. Contact Marilyn Johnson for details 498.2231 – 
mj1626@aol.com 
 
 
Heart & Home is the latest Opportunity Quilt created by the PW 
Quiltmakers. Tickets will be available on the patio beginning Nov. 1. The 
drawing for this beautiful quilt will be held on Nov. 21, with proceeds 
going to the PW Thank Offering. 
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Pr eschool & Kinder gar t en News 
 

Fall Festival 
The preschool had a wonderful time celebrating fall at our Fall Festival last week. The children dressed in 
their Halloween costumes and paraded in the big play yard as their parents watched. 
 
After circling the yard a few times, each class sang a special song. After the singing, the children, 
teachers, and parents joined together in saluting the flag and singing a patriotic song. 
 
Native American Heritage Days 
Miss Sally (Young) will visit the school this month to share her collection of Native American dolls, 
clothing, and artifacts. She will present a lesson about Native American History. 
 
Sees Candy 
If you want to order Sees candy for the holidays you may place an order at our school. Orders must be 
made by November 18. Call Terri Beck at 493-9141, stop by the school office any day Monday-Friday, or 
stop Terri on the patio between services. 
 

Opportunity Quilt  
The quilters of our church are so generous, and the preschool and kindergarten 
classes are so grateful. The ladies of our quilt group made and donated this lovely 
quilt, “Mosaic.” Opportunity tickets go on sale early this month. The winner will be 
announced on Monday, December 14.  
 
If you feel lucky and want a chance to win this beautiful quilt, stop by the school 
office to purchase a ticket, or two, or a bunch! Prices: 1 ticket for $5; 3 tickets for 
$10; 7 tickets for $20. 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank You f r om Ber nie Schwenck 
 

To all of you who were part of the surprise for my 70th birthday, there 
are no words that really express my feelings. You’ve given me the most special 
love that is beyond words. I am filled with overwhelming joy and thanks for the 
gifts, cards, hugs, kisses, but most of all for your being there and just seeing 
your faces. For those who couldn't be present, I truly felt your love in the cards 
and notes. Not many people get to have that special gift given by so many. I 
am humbled by it all. Truly, I have a vast family in the people of God and it 
adds to my Family of husband, children and grandchildren. I am blessed 
beyond all I could ask or think. 
Love to all,  
Bernie 
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Family Advent  Gat her ing 

Sunday,  November  29 
4- 7 pm 

 
Come join the fun as we make Christmas crafts and ornaments, 
decorate Christmas cookies, sing Christmas carols, and make 
Advent wreaths on Sunday, November 29, from 4-7 pm.  
 
Pizza will be provided at $1.50/slice. 
 
The cost for a wreath, greens, candles, pins, and ribbon is $15.  
 
If you would like to make a wreath, please sign up on the patio 
between services on Nov. 1, 8, 15, or 22. 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 
BI RTHDAYS      ANNI VERSARI ES 

 02 Fran McCollum  17 Paul Larson   03 Bruce and Alma Smith 
 02 Karen Stone  18 Keri Rios    12 Don and Julie Boyd 
 03 Rachel Trant  19 Mary Koebler   17 Gary and Tammy Lenahan 
 04 Sarah Verbeerst  19 Eric Ledermann   17 Walter and Susan Trant 
 05 Miriam Spang  20 Chris White   25 Earl and Lorie Porter 
 05 Nancy Wermers  21 Margaret Mahoney   27 David and Rebecca DeLo 
 07 Andrew Donchak  22 Jane Catlett   29 Keri and Jaime Rios 
 07 Virginia Jones  22 Marilyn Johnson   30 David and Terri T. Beck 

07 Dale Loree   23 Ruth McLeod 
08 Linda Stites  24 Laura Donovan 
08 Austin Whitney  24 Kurt Pederson 
09 Payandeh Bagheri  25 Barbara Bahm 
10 Lisa Jones   25 Victoria Hull 
11 Christopher Beck  26 Tencha Enriquez 
12 Paul Cassady  29 Tony Hannum 
13 Kyla Hull   30 Marilyn Thorpe 
13 Walter Mueller   
15 Erna McCollum 
16 Samuel Ledermann 
16 Bob Schwenck 
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