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           THE CHIMES 

Monthly Newsletter  of Community Presbyter ian Church 
DECEMBER 2008 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 

Christmas Message 
 
This year has been particularly stressful: the 
economy, housing, jobs, prices going up and 
resources going down. CPC has undergone staff 
changes and the departure of Pastor Morgan. 
 
As we enter the Christmas season, sometimes our 
desire for a quiet and still Bethlehem can be easily 
overtaken by worldly reality. 
 
Mary and Joseph also moved through a world filled with darkness and pain on their journey into 
Bethlehem. But they had faith a messiah would bring light and love into the world. Mary gave birth to 
God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus. This is the real message of the Christmas Season.  
 
The Christ child is coming into our lives. How are we to respond? How can we aid to bring forth Christ’s 
vision for our families, our church, our community and the world? 
 
For, as with the wise men, within each of us is: 
 

A journey to make 
A star to follow 

A child to discover 
And unique gifts to bring forth 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Event s and Act ivit ies  (for full listing see December Calendar page 8) 
Saturday Dec   5, 7:00 pm  Angel of Hope Candlelight Service, El Toro Park (see page 5) 
Friday Dec 12, 9:00 am  Preschool Christmas Pageant 
Saturday Dec 13, 5:30 pm  Annual Progressive Dinner (see page 4) 
Wednesday Dec 24, 7:30 pm  Christmas Eve Service, Choir Cantata (see page 6)) 
Thursday Dec 25   Christmas Day 
Thursday Dec 31, 7:30 pm  New Year’s Eve Service 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given 
        Isaiah 9:6 
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Welcome our  New I nt er im Past or  

 

WELCOME REV. DIANNA BELL! 

 Please join the Session in welcoming our new 
Interim Pastor, Rev. Dianna Pohlman Bell. She has 
served as Co-Interim Pastor for the past two years at 
First Presbyterian Church in Fullerton, CA. Pastor Bell 
and her husband Rev. Donald Bell have recently 
moved to Dana Point. Dianna will begin as Interim 
Pastor of Community Presbyterian Church on the First 
Sunday of Advent, Nov. 30th.   
 
  Pastor Bell is a native of San Diego and a 
graduate of Occidental College (Music) and Princeton 
Theological Seminary (Old Testament). She is married 
to The Rev. Dr. Donald L. Bell and they have two 
daughters. Carrie works as a caregiver in Laguna 
Woods. Kathryn is a candidate for ministry and is 
living with her parents until she finds a call. Rev. Bell 
was ordained in 1973 as a chaplain in the Navy and 
became the first woman to serve as a military chaplain 
in this nation's history.  
 
 Following that ministry, she and her husband 
served several congregations across the nation in a 
variety of pastorates both together and separately. 
She has served churches in Virginia, Ohio, 
Mississippi, New Jersey and California. Dianna was 
Pastor and Head of Staff for First Presbyterian Church 

in Rutherford, NJ for seven years. She and Donald retired in 2004 and moved from New Jersey to 
Sonoma, CA. Becoming restless with retirement they served two years as Co-Interim Pastors and now 
Donald will retire (for the 4th time) and Dianna will begin with us as Interim Pastor.  
 
 Pastor Bell brings a wealth of experience in leading congregations, both as Head of Staff and as 
an Interim Pastor. As a trained Interim Pastor she has helped churches with challenges in membership 
growth, staffing, worship and financing.  
  
 Please join with us in warmly welcoming Rev. Dianna Bell to our CPC family 
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Session Repor t  
 
 Eleven elders met with Designated Moderator Rev. Dianna Bell at a Regular Meeting of Session 
on November 18. Rev. Bell will start as Interim Pastor and Moderator of Session for CPC on Nov 30.  
 The Finance & Admin Committee presented first drafts of 2009 budgets for the church and 
Preschool based on Stewardship Pledge Campaign results and current Preschool enrollment. Neither 
budget is balanced yet. A significant number of expected pledges have not been received for various 
reasons. Balanced budgets should be ready in December. If you intend to pledge, it is urgent that it be 
turned in soon so that the 2009 budget can be finalized and approved on time. 
 Church members Bob & Frances Bucklin, Susan Howit, Barbara & Tom Lanni, and Carol & Jay 
Rodriguez were seated to hear Session discuss hiring a candidate recommended by the CE Committee 
for a full-time Director of Youth Ministry. It was ruled that the Personnel Committee may be empowered 
by Session to hire a new Director of Youth Ministry only after four conditions are met: support by the 
budget, preparation of a complete job description, agreement to terms of employment, and an interview 
of the candidate with the Pastor.  
 The Finance & Admin Committee went over the CPC Financial Statement for Oct. 31 which 
shows that income continues to be greater than expenses and that the net cash position continues to 
improve, mostly due to not spending funds budgeted for vacant staff positions.  
 Elder Fran Eagan reported that there is a good chance that we have qualified tenants for the Via 
Sonora property. They will be able to move in as soon as the bank approves a loan that is needed for the 
church to pay off the mortgage loan taken out by the Murray family.  
 The Stewardship Committee reported that as of Oct. 31, with 83% of the year gone, actual 
contributions were 60.2% (for yearly pledges), 79.1% (for weekly & monthly pledges), 74.8% (unpledged) 
and 73.1% (total) of the corresponding 12-month amounts in the 2008 budget. If your contributions have 
been less than you pledged, please try to catch up in December. One reason 2008 contributions are low 
may be that worship attendance dropped significantly after the first three months of 2008. Other 
important factors are high energy costs and the local housing situation. Stewardship reported that after 
getting a total of 121 pledges in 2008, the number of 2009 pledges received as of Nov 16 was 58. Of 
these, 57 were renewals and one was new.  
 Session scheduled a Joint Meeting of Deacons and Elders for 7:00 pm on December 16. Session 
approved sending a $3,000 mission donation to Habitat for Humanity. Session approved a Moment for 
Stewardship for Sunday, Dec. 7. Session approved a motion to send a “thank you” gift to Rev Duncan 
McColl for the spiritual care he gave CPC and as Moderator of Session since Pastor Murray left.  
 Problems with the sanctuary PowerPoint slide presentation system over recent weeks should be 
cured by a new rule that all slide changes must be submitted to the Office Administrator, Julie Bagg, by 
10:00 am each Friday. Last-minute slide changes have been corrupting PowerPoint files, rendering the 
system inoperative.  
 The church rolls include 187 active and 28 inactive members. Communion was served to 109 
persons in worship on Sunday, Nov. 2. Pastor Schwenck and Deacon Barbara Ferguson served home 
communion to 6 persons on Nov. 12.  
 Buildings & Grounds volunteers Jim Behmerwohld, Larry Brubaker and Dale McLeod recently 
replaced four lamps requiring ladders, repaired door closers, repaired a commode valve, cleaned out a 
stopped-up drain line, installed doorstops, adjusted door latches, reset electric light timers disturbed by a 
power shutdown, reset the sanctuary thermostat timer, inspected roof drains to prepare for the rainy 
season, and repaired a patio umbrella. Thanks for your concern and effort. 
 
 Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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Pr ogr essive Dinner  – Ever yone is I nvit ed 
 
Mark your calendars for the Christmas Progressive Dinner and 
Ornament Exchange on Saturday, December 13. 
 
We will begin with appetizers at the home of Barbara and Tom Lanni  
at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Bring a wrapped Christmas ornament to the dessert if you wish to 
participate in the exchange. And don’t forget to put your name 
somewhere inside the package. 
 
Signup on the patio after service or contact Fran Eagan at 240-6114 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pr esbyt er ian Women 

 
Ø Bible Study – Jubilee!  Luke’s Gospel for the Poor.  Rev. 

Dianna Bell, Interim Pastor, will lead the Bible Study Preview 
- Chapter 4 - on Wednesday, December 3, 2008 from 10:00 – 
11:00 in the CE Room.   

 
Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, December 10, 11:00 a.m. at the church, 
when a potluck luncheon will be served.  (Note change in time for this 
month.)  Call Colleen Emery for details 496.7521 – cemery@cox.net 
 
Martha Circle meets Thursday, December 11, 9:30 a.m. at the church – 
CE Room.  A potluck brunch will be enjoyed after the lesson.  Call Val 
Jessen for details 495.0350 – jessen23@cox.net 
 

Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, December 9 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Julie Dull.   Jackie 
Brubaker is preparing soup, and the circle members will provide salads.  Each woman is asked to bring a 
special item or relate a special memory of “Christmas Past.”  Contact Anne Larson 493.7098 
(pnalarson@yahoo.com) or Bernie Schwenck 493.4971 (robertschwenck@cox.net) for further information 
 

Ø The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, December 4 at 9:30, after breakfast, and December 
18 at 9:00 a.m. at the home of Marilyn Johnson. Call for details 498.2231 – mj1626@aol.com 

 
Ø The PW Book Club – No meeting in December.  MERRY CHRISTMAS ! 
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Angel of  Hope Memor ial Ser vice 

Who: Parents who have lost a child, of any age, for any reason. 

What: Candlelight Memorial service at the Angel of Hope Monument.  

When: December 6, at 7:00 p.m. 

Where: El Toro Memorial Park 
25751 Trabuco Rd. 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 

Why: To come together to remember those loved ones who have died. 

The Angel of Hope Monument is a place for grieving 
parents to gather who have lost a child. 

There are many angels throughout the world, with 63 in the 
US. The Lake Forest angel is the only monument in 
Southern California.  

The 4-foot, 3-inch bronze statue of a child with her arms 
and wings outstretched stands on a granite pedestal 
inscribed “Angel of Hope, Our children loved, missed and 
remembered.” Bricks adorn her base inscribed with the 
names of children who have not been forgotten. The 
annual memorial service is an opportunity for parents and 
friends to gather to remember these children who have left 
our lives too soon. 

Please bring a flashlight and/or a chair for use at the 
ceremony. Program is scheduled rain or shine.  

For more information on the Angel of Hope monument and 
the annual memorial ceremony, please contact Lisa 
Biakanja at (714) 960-9897.  

For additional information about Richard Paul Evans and 
the Christmas Box Angel see the website, 
www.richardpaulevans.com 

 
Article received from Earl Porter for the Deacons 
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Chr ist mas Eve Ser vice 
 
Join the CPC Choir and Pastor Bell on Christmas Eve, 
Wednesday December 24, at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary. 
 
The Choir will present:  

And Glory Shone 
Around 

A Christmas Cantata Celebrating Love’s Perfect Light 
 
 
Our choir, led by Judy Richter and this evening under the direction of Lucky Tudor, will present a new 
Cantata by Lloyd Larson and Douglas E. Wagner, orchestrated by Brant Adams. 
 
This work blends new melodies and familiar Christmas carols with scripturally-based narration to take the 
listener from the dark days of anguish for ancient Israel to the dawning of a new day of light and love with 
the birth of the Christ child. 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday Morning Breakfast and Study 
 

After a summer break, Pastor Emeritus Bob Schwenck is starting the fall/winter 
Saturday morning breakfast and study. The study is based on the Upper Room 
magazine. Rich Zodnick prepares a gourmet breakfast. That alone is worth 
getting up early. 
 
Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. (Please let Rich know if you are coming) 
Discussion: 8:30 a.m. 
 
This month’s dates: December 6th and 13th. 
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GI FTS GI VEN – GI FTS RECEI VED 

1 Corinthians 1:3 (The Message): May all the gifts and benefits that 
come from God our Father, and the Master, Jesus Christ, be yours. 

December is the time for gift giving, cooking yummy treats, and 
preparing our houses to share the gift of hospitality with friends and families as 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. Giving gifts seems to be the focus in 
December. When we reflect on 2008 at CPC, we see that we have been giving 
gifts all year, as well as receiving gifts. 

Each Sunday, we arrive to a lovely church, nestled in green grass, 
blooming flowers, healthy trees, clean sidewalks, a nicely painted building. Our 
church is like a lovely gift box, holding treasures. 

Opening the doors, we find the gift of welcome. Many from our 
congregation have gotten up a bit earlier to be there as we arrive. All year there 
have been smiles, welcoming comments, handshakes, and hugs. 

Our Narthex contains beautiful gifts of art created by our church 
members and friends. The striking quilt, a gift for us from the CPC Quilters, 
presents a dramatic, colorful cross that is fitting for all seasons. We have more gifts as we walk into the 
sanctuary, stained glass windows, the organ, the stunning “Last Supper” wood carving, the large wooden 
cross, smaller crosses, and the lovely flowers from God’s natural world. All these symbols of God’s love 
and Christ’s life are gifts that we can enjoy each Sunday. 

Psalm 100:1-2, “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands! Serve the Lord with gladness! 
Come into his presence with singing!” Our worship music is a gift each Sunday that enhances our 
worship experience. We are so fortunate to have talented musicians that follow the words of the Psalm 
and help us to make a joyful noise!  

Teaching the lessons of Christ to our children, youth and adults is vital to the continuation of our 
Christian beliefs in our church and world.  Sharing knowledge of God’s word in an informative and 
inspirational method is a gift that can help us understand our human experience. 

Many of the gifts we have given or received occur during the week. These have included the gift 
of concern and prayer when someone is ill or hurting, the gift of fellowship with an early breakfast, a cup 
of coffee, or a gathering like the recent Bingo Night.  The gift of saying “yes” when asked to help and 
even helping before being asked!  

Gift giving and receiving is a “two-way street.” When one of us offers a gift, it must be received 
with an open mind and an open heart. The acceptance and encouragement of each other at our church is 
a gift that is in abundance. This leads to the gift of “coming together to create community.” 
 
 

December  Bir t hdays    December  Anniversar ies 
2 Aubrey Howell 16 John Hawkins  29 David and Ann Ludwig 
3 Don Mueller  16 Joan McGuire 
5 Margie Taylor 18 Megan Beck 
7 Murl Collins  20 Rebecca DeLo 
8 Lillian Whitney 25 Tamara Lenahan 
10 Jane McWilliams 25 Sue Stuart 
13 Bob Bucklin 28 Jami Loree 
13 Michael Fraze 28 Justin Pederson 
14 Vera Mansfield 29 Martha Spencer 
15 Alma Smith  30 Dorinda Ross 
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