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Our weather has begun to cool. We have put behind us the ghosts and goblins of another Halloween. 
Now is the time to begin looking forward to the Thanksgiving and Christmas season to come. Church 
Activities are increasing after the long summer hiatus. It is a time to be with friends and enjoy the 
conversation and fellowship. Join us at Community Presbyterian Church for this season leading to the 
celebration of the birth of Christ. 
 
The Chimes is pleased that, thanks to Julie Bagg our office administrative assistant, we are again able 
provide the monthly events calendar to put on your bulletin board or other prominent place. Please see 
page seven for your personal copy. Thanks Julie.  
 
 

Event s and Act ivit ies 
 
Tuesday  Nov 4,    Election Day “Be Sure to Vote” 
Thursday Nov 6, - 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast (Denny’s, Ortega Hwy) 
Thursday Nov 6, - 8:00 am Women’s Breakfast (Jolly Roger) 
Saturday Nov 8, - 8:00 am Breakfast Fellowship  
Tuesday Nov 11   Veterans Day 
Saturday  Nov 15 – 6:00 pm PW Gathering “Bingo Night” (see page 3) 
Saturday Nov 15 - 8:00 am Breakfast Fellowship  
Thursday Nov 20, - 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast (Denny’s, Ortega Hwy) 
Saturday Nov 22 - 8:00 am Breakfast Fellowship  

Thursday Nov 27,  Happy Thanksgiving 
Sunday Nov 30 – 9:00 pm Advent Family Gathering   
      Stay Tuned, information to follow 
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Session Repor t  
1 Eight elders attended a Called Meeting of Session with Designated Moderator Rev Duncan 
McColl on Sept 22. Session discussed a new proposal from Rev Morgan Murray for immediate 
disposition of the joint-equity property occupied by the Murray family using one of the options specified in 
the Shared Equity Agreement between the Murray family and CPC. Session voted to accept the new 
request for CPC to take the property off the market, take over the Murray equity share for a net return of 
zero dollars, and take full possession of the property with three reservations: broker compensation; 
proration of property taxes, home insurance and association dues; and an option to extend close of 
escrow from Oct 31, 2008 to Dec 31, 2008. In the event that acquisition of a commercial mortgage loan 
goes beyond Oct 31, CPC would absorb all out-of-pocket cost to Morgan Murray from then until the close 
of escrow. About two weeks later, a letter was received from an attorney representing the Murray family 
which indicated that the CPC response was unsatisfactory. At this point, an attorney representing Los 
Ranchos Presbytery and CPC came into the picture and mutually agreeable terms were developed by 
negotiation.  
2 Ten elders met as an Interim Pastor Nominating Committee on Oct 15 to hold interviews with two 
candidates recommended by a sub-committee previously empowered to conduct telephone interviews 
with all candidates who had submitted resumes. Two candidates invited to the meeting were interviewed 
separately. Five questions, previously prepared by Elder Paul Larson and approved by the elders, were 
read to each of them and each was invited to ask questions. No selection was made.  
3 Nine elders met with Designated Moderator Rev Duncan McColl at a Regular Meeting of Session 
on Oct 21. Stewardship Elder Marge Ball reported pledged and unpledged contributions of $267,459 
through Sept 30. The shortfall was $28,000, which is larger than normal for this part of the year. This 
raises concern, particularly as the underlying causes may impact the stewardship drive for next year’s 
pledges. Elder Marge Ball reviewed Stewardship Campaign plans, materials and schedule to be used.  
 Finance & Administration Elders Paul Larson and Fran Eagan distributed a monthly financial 
statement showing that the nine-month income exceeded the nine-month expenses by $51,597. This 
occurred because of careful control of spending and by not using money budgeted for salaries and 
overhead for authorized positions which are now vacant.  
 The Finance & Administration Committee and Elder Don Mueller recommended that CPC obtain a 
commercial mortgage loan of $260,000 to pay off the mortgage owed by the Murray family plus the costs 
of the transaction, and assume sole ownership of the property previously under joint ownership as soon 
as possible. In light of the falling values of all OC real estate, the Murray family is willing to surrender all 
of their equity in the property. CPC will then list the property for lease to a tenant at a rental price 
approximately equal to the monthly cost of ownership. How long the church should keep the property 
depends on many factors. Session voted to submit the question of approval of the $260,000 loan to a 
vote at a Congregational Meeting on Oct 26.  
 Session voted to make an offer to one of the interim pastor candidates interviewed on Oct 15. The 
starting date is negotiable, but is hoped to be no later than Dec 1. Compensation must be approved by 
Los Ranchos Presbytery, but will not be more than $70,000 per year. Allocation of compensation 
between salary and housing allowance will be decided by the Interim Pastor. An Interim Pastor 
announcement will not be made until all terms are settled.  
 Session voted to approve an All-Church Christian Education Gathering on Saturday, Nov 22. This 
Gathering will feature an introduction to the new Interim Pastor, if available on that date. The format, 
described by Elder Rich Zodnik, will be informal, with food and fellowship, similar to past Saturday 
Morning Fellowship meetings.  
 Session voted that Elder Terri Beck be the leader for organizing an All-Church Advent Gathering. 
   Session voted to accept Heather Wermers as a new member of CPC.  
 Church rolls now include 188 Active and 28 Inactive Members after the deaths of Dolores Snell 
(Sept 14) and Kathy Whitley (Sept 23), resignation of Jane Catlett (Oct 18) and acceptance of Heather 
Wermers. Communion was served to 125 persons on Sunday, Oct 5. Home communion was served to 4 
persons on Oct 15.      Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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Being Thankf ul f or  Change 
  

It is nice to hear the jingle of change in your pocket.  People throughout 
the USA are changing their clothes from cool shorts to warm long pants.  Trees 
are changing color, even here in sunny Southern California!  Times are 
changing.  Change is coming.  

We hear the word “change” used daily.  Change - sometimes defined as 
“the process of becoming different” – may mean that there could be some impact 
on our comfortable way of life.  Change can be welcome.  Change presents 
challenges. Change can be difficult.   So how can we be thankful for change? 

Change opens up opportunities. Pastor Morgan’s departure was a 
surprise to the majority of us.  With this change, there was a need for leadership 
in our worship service.  The members of the worship committee stepped forth 
with their time to make contacts with visiting pastors and involve the 
congregation.  Many more congregation members have been participating in the services, using their 
talents in art & music, serving as lay leaders, creating and offering prayers, welcoming us each Sunday 
and accepting our offerings.  We can be thankful for our church family working together to continue 
worship services that are energizing. 

Your Session members were working on building the Session team, learning ways to listen to 
each other when making inclusive decisions.  The change from learning to using those skills came 
quickly.  Session leaders were meeting on real estate issues, meeting on Interim Pastor issues as well as 
handling the normal work of Session.  We can be thankful for the leadership and added time that each 
member willingly assumed.  We are also thankful to those who volunteered to join Session in the midst of 
change.    

Jake’s departure was a good change for Jake.  He had a wonderful opportunity for growth.  The 
change could have been hard on the Youth Program.  Laura Bremer, who found a place of welcome in 
our Youth Program when she was a young girl, stepped up to assume the leadership through the end of 
the year.  The Youth Program is continuing on with their programs.  You may have enjoyed hearing 
Laura sing with our Praise Band or met her when she served as our Nursery Coordinator.  We can be 
very thankful for Laura’s willingness to share her time and talent.   

Change does create challenges.  We are seeing a change in the size of our congregation.  It is 
getting smaller.  Our members have moved,  health changes are keeping our friends from joining us at 
church and some have gone home to be with the Lord.  Normally, we have had new members coming 
into the church which continues the flow of volunteers and supporters.  The change of having a low 
number of new members join our ranks is causing a challenge.  Our financial needs will be about the 
same for 2009.  The ability of some members to share the financial responsibility has dropped 
significantly.  Those of us sharing the church expenses will need to prayerfully consider increasing our 
pledges to make sure our church ministry continues in 2009.   

When the challenges of change occur in an organization, it is common to bring in a “Change 
Agent”.  This is somebody that brings about, or helps to bring about, change.  God sent His change agent 
over 2,000 years ago.  Jesus arrived with lessons on living a full life, the assurance of a God of 
abundance, the good news of our salvation and the love of God.   

It is the love of God, that steadfast, ever present love, we hold on to when change arrives.  We 
can be thankful for the change that Jesus brought to the world.  We can be especially thankful for God’s 
steadfast love through changing times. 

 
Ps 106:1 Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love 

endures for ever! 
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The entire congregation is invited . . 
t o a gat her ing of  Presbyt er ian Women f or  

 Fam il y 
   Food 
     Fun 
 
Date:    Saturday, November 15, 2008 
Where:  Fellowship Hall at 6:00 
Pot Luck: Italian Pasta Dish or Green Salad   
  Signup on the patio beginning Oct 26th 

 

Fam il y Brin g the w hol e f am il y 
Food Pot Luck Dinner 
Fun  Let’ s Play Bingo!! (7:00) 
  Prizes supplied by PW Quiltmakers 
  Bingo cards will be sold in blocks of 10 cards for $10.00.   
  Each game requires a new card. 
  You may play as many cards as you like to WIN one of  the  fabulous prizes. 
 
Dr awing fo r  the seascape o il  painting by Bo b Schwenck 

 
Ticket sales for the painting start October 26th on the patio after church. 
 
All proceeds from the painting and from the Bingo card sales go to Habitat for 
Humanity. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Beloved CPC Friends,   
 

Thank you for the power of prayerful love.  I am now 
a member in good standing of the CPC Heart Stint Club. 
 
Love and Blessing, 
Darlene Elliott 
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Submitted by Jerry Elliott 
 
PRAYERS FOR AND FROM PRESBYTERI ANS I N I RAQ 
 

Religious leaders around the world, including those in the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), are asking their members to pray for the 
Christian community in Iraq and particularly the northern city of Mosul, where 
more than two dozen Christians have been murdered in recent days by 
militant Sunnis. 

Mosul, the second most populous city in Iraq, is the site of the ancient 
biblical city of Nineveh and home to one of Iraq’s five Presbyterian-Reformed 
congregations. 

Hundreds of Christians, including Presbyterians, have fled Mosul since the spate of killings began. 
An elder in the Presbyterian Church in Mosul recently reported: “The Mosul church is the oldest in Iraq, 
having been established in 1840. Over the years, the pastors also ministered to the Muslim community. It 
was out of the Mosul church that God sent missionaries to Baghdad, Basra and elsewhere to plant new 
congregations.” 

Since 2003, the church has been under fire, especially from Sunni Muslim extremists. 
Internationals — including the Egyptian pastor — fled Iraq and by the end of 2004 the ministry of the 
Mosul Presbyterian-Reformed church was back in the hands of the three elders. Death threats became a 
steady occurrence and in 2006 one of the three Mosul Presbyterian elders was kidnapped and killed. 

“That was a big shock to the church,” the elder said. “Many of our faithful began to withdraw and 
not come to church anymore. The church was closed for several months.” 

While church members continued quiet outreach to members and the community, they debated 
the wisdom of reopening the church building for public worship and activities. “Those who wanted to 
reopen the church prevailed,” the elder said. “Now the church is open again. Every Sunday morning, I 
call the custodian, who lives near the church, to ask if it is safe in the neighborhood to come to church. If 
the custodian says it is not safe, I call all 27 families to tell them we will be meeting in different private 
homes,” the elder said. 

 
On Oct. 12, Kirkuk’s pastor Haitham Jazrawi reported:  
 

“During the last 4-5 days, around 25 Christians (some say 40) were killed in the streets in different 
parts of the city for religious and political causes. In the past people used to be kidnapped, threatened, 
and a ransom was paid to be freed. Now they’re being killed without prior notice and the government 
hasn’t done anything so far. Many Christians fled to the nearby villages and cities where they’re living 
under severe conditions. Fear and worries fill the place. 

“We’re praying for the terrorists who think that they’re doing so for God to wake up and know 
who’s the real God. 

We’re praying for the believers and the nominal ones to get closer to Jesus, for the many families 
who lost a loved one, their houses, and money, that they’ll never forget that no matter what we lose, we’ll 
still have the places Jesus is preparing for us in Heaven. 
“And finally, we’re praying for Christians who live in the safer area that they remember and do as Jesus 
asked: “For whoever will give you a cup of water to drink in my name, because you are Christ’s, most 
certainly I tell you, he will in no way lose his reward” (Mark 9:41). Let’s lift our hands together asking for 
Peace from the King of peace.” 
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HAPPY WOOD CHI PPERS 
 
The preschool needed fresh new wood chips under their play 
equipment. The cost was out of sight, so Finance Elder, Fran Eagan, 
had an idea. She found away to get the chips delivered to Community 
Presbyterian Church and asked the Youth Group for assistance. 
 
Well, not only did the Youth Group show up, but also Miss Christina 
and several preschool parents were there to help haul the chips to the 
prescribed location on Sunday morning. 
 
Thanks to Fran for the inspiration, youth and parents for the labor, the 
preschool saved big bucks! 
 
 

Women’s Ret r eat  Repor t  
 
The weekend of October 10th, more than 
twenty women from CPC enjoyed the 
Women’s Retreat, the first in several years.   
 
Thanks  to Barbara Lanni and Susan Howit 
for organization, Linda Flatley and Jaque 
Nunez for their leadership and inspiration in 
the Celtic and Native American traditions, 
Christy Maxey for faith sharing and Gail 
Warner for her hospitality and fabulous food.  
 
Thanks also to all who participated to make 
this a memorable experience.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Basket weaving native style  
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NOVEMBER 
BI RTHDAYS      ANNI VERSARI ES 

 02 Fran McCollum  17 Paul Larson   03 Bruce and Alma Smith 
 02 Karen Stone  18 Keri Rios    12 Don and Julie Boyd 
 03 Rachel Trant  19 Mary Koebler   17 Gary and Tammy Lenahan 
 04 Sarah Verbeerst  19 Eric Ledermann   17 Walter and Susan Trant 
 05 Miriam Spang  20 Chris White   25 Earl and Lorie Porter 
 05 Nancy Wermers  21 Margaret Mahoney   27 David and Rebecca DeLo 
 07 Andrew Donchak  22 Jane Catlett   29 Keri and Jaime Rios 
 07 Virginia Jones  22 Marilyn Johnson   30 David and Terri T. Beck 

07 Dale Loree   23 Ruth McLeod 
08 Linda Stites  24 Laura Donovan 
08 Austin Whitney  24 Kurt Pederson 
09 Payandeh Bagheri  25 Barbara Bahm 
10 Lisa Jones   25 Victoria Hull 
11 Christopher Beck  25 Morgan Murray 
12 Paul Cassady  26 Tencha Enriquez 
13 Kyla Hull   29 Tony Hannum 
13 Walter Mueller  30 Marilyn Thorpe 
15 Erna McCollum 
16 Samuel Ledermann 
16 Bob Schwenck 
 
 
 
 

 
Community Presbyterian Church 
32202 Del Obispo Street 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
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