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           THE CHIMES 

Monthly Newsletter of Community Presbyterian Church 
MAY 2008 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919” 

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.net 
 

 Don’t Forget 

 
 
 

Events and Activities 
 
Wednesday, May 7 – PW Bible study, led by Pastor Morgan (see page 3) 
 
Saturday, May 10 – PW Luncheon and Fashion Show (see page 3) 
 
Sunday, May 11 – Mother’s day – A special day to celebrate and honor the special gift of life.  
Remember your mother on this day and every day 
 
Sunday, May 11 - Pentecost Sunday,  
 
Saturday, May 17 – Armed Forces Day - Promoted by President Harry 
Truman in 1949. The third Saturday in May would be dedicated to Honor 
all Americans serving in the five services – Army, Navy, Marines, Air 
Force and Coast Guard.  Today, say a prayer for all our troops serving 
around the world. 
 
Saturday, May 17 – Habitat for Humanity, Blaze of Glory Poker Run  
to support construction of the “Homes for Heros” project in San Juan 
Capistrano. For details see the website http://www.habitatoc.org. 
 
Monday, May 26 – Memorial Day - A time of remembrance for those who 
have died in our nation's service. 
 
For Presbyterian Women’s circle meetings and other activities  
see page 3. 

www.sjcpres.com
http://www.habitatoc.org
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Session Report 
 

Eleven elders met with Pastor Morgan Murray on April 15. An encouraging 
report from the Stewardship Committee was presented and can be found 
elsewhere in this issue of The Chimes. The Pastor reported that he will take a 3-
day Study Leave from Thursday, May 1 through Saturday, May 3 to work on his 
dissertation. The Pastor led a Bible study on Ruth 3 for PW Circle leaders. The 
Pastor conducted a memorial service for Louise Sheaffer, Andy Sheaffer’s mother, 
on March 29. The Pastor and the Clerk took the Church Register and Session 
Minutes books to Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, Los Alamitos, for the 
annual review on March 31. The Clerk was asked to prepare revisions for the CPC 
Bylaws to respond to suggestions from the Stated Clerk of Presbytery. 
 A CPC Financial Statement for March 31 indicates that year-to-date General Fund income exceeded 
expenses by $17,622 and the cash reserve was $63,897. Year-to-date Preschool income was greater than 
expenses by $5,781 and the cash reserve was $19,612. The original 2008 Preschool Budget was discovered 
to contain several numerical errors. These have been corrected in a revised 2008 Preschool Budget which 
was presented, discussed and approved by Session. Any budget for a calendar year includes about 4 months 
of the following school year, so the revised 2008 Preschool Budget includes recognition of the smaller 
number of children who are pre-registered for the 2008/9 school year. Session agreed to the removal and 
sale of one of the two pianos presently located in Fellowship Hall. Sale proceeds over and above the cost of 
moving the piano will be placed in the Worship Committee equipment maintenance account. 
 Session gave approval for a Spiritual Discussion and Date Night for Preschool parents, organized by 
Elder De Trenbeath, for a Friday night late in May. It will begin with a 30-45 minute discussion, followed by an 
additional period of child care to permit parents to go out together. Up to 20 children can be accommodated. 
Session approved a car-wash on the church parking lot (date to be announced) for a fund raiser to support 
several Eagle Scout projects, some of which directly benefit CPC. Session approved changing the 
communion service from the first Sunday, May 4 to Pentecost Sunday, May 11. Session approved giving 
Preschool teachers an allowance to spend at the Long Beach NAEYC convention for materials for use in their 
classrooms.  
 Repainting of the Fellowship Hall and Kitchen was completed on April 15. The One Great Hour of 
Sharing received over $3,800 in contributions. About 20 people from CPC marched in the Swallows Day 
parade on March 29 to support the Habitat for Humanity housing project in San Juan Capistrano. Parade 
officials awarded the CPC participants a First Prize plaque for marching groups. The City’s Fourth of July 
planning group is saving a booth for CPC participants to continue support of Habitat for Humanity’s home 
building project in SJC. Plans are being made by the CE Committee for children’s activities on four 
Wednesday afternoons during the summer. Preschool families will be invited to participate. Plans for a 
special combined Worship Service, Congregational Meeting and Town Hall Meeting on April 27 were 
discussed and refined. Session gave approval for the Building & Grounds Committee to make arrangements 
with a widely-known Barbershop singing group for use of the CPC sanctuary for an afternoon rehearsal on 
April 27.  
 CPC has 203 Active and 28 Inactive Members, no change from last month. Home communion will be 
served by the Pastor and a Deacon on April 16. Communion was served to 118 persons on April 6.   
 
     Al Jessen, Clerk of Session 
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You’re invited... 
Presbyterian Women 

will host a 
Luncheon & Fashion Show 

For all mothers and daughters, nieces, grandmothers, 
granddaughters, and good friends 

 
Saturday, May 10, 2008 
Fellowship Hall – 11:00 

Catered Luncheon - $15.00 
 

The latest fashions from Coldwater Creek will be modeled by members of the congregation. This is the time 
to invite your friends and neighbors to enjoy this fun-filled event that is becoming a tradition. 

 
The Birthday Offering will be received at this gathering. 

 
Tickets for the Luncheon/Fashion Show will be sold on the patio beginning April 20. 

 
Questions: Contact Margaret Strong  496.2991 Lstrong@cox.net 
 
 
 
 

Presbyterian Women May Calendar- 
 

Ø Bible Study - Above and Beyond – Hearing God’s Call in Jonah and Ruth.  Pastor Morgan will lead 
the Bible Study Preview (for Chapter 9) on Wednesday, May 7, 2008 from 10:00 – 11:00 in the 
CE Room.   

 
Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, May 14, 10:00 am at the church.  Call Colleen Emery for details 496.7521 – 
cemery@cox.net 
 
Martha Circle meets Thursday, May 8, 9:30 am at the church – CE Room.  Call Val Jessen for details 
495.0350 – jessen23@cox.net 
 
Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, May 13 at 7:00 PM.  Contact Nancy Powers for location 495.4262 – 
forpowers@cox.net 
 

Ø The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, May 1, 9:30 after breakfast, and May 15 at 9:00 am.   
Call Marilyn Johnson for details 498.2231 – mj1626@aol.com 

 
The PW Book Club meets Tues, May 27, at 7:00 PM at the home of Veronica Murray, 218.6074.  Call for 
directions. The selection for discussion is The Omnivore’s Dilemma by Michael Pollan. 
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STEWARDSHIP: KEEPING POSITIVE 
 
We have a new alarm clock at our house. It is the birds! They 
begin singing as dawn approaches announcing the new day. Their 
chirping is such a happy sound. They are a good reminder that 
God cares and provides for them as he does us. It is a positive 
way to start the day.  
 
Dale McLeod worked diligently to create a Stewardship quarterly 
report that provides an update of our 2008 Stewardship campaign 
for you. He presented this report at both services on April 6. It is 
reprinted below. Please feel free to contact a member of the 
Stewardship Committee should you have questions. We will be 
presenting the next quarterly report in July. 
 
One of our goals in Stewardship is to have a zero or a positive 
number at the end of our monthly statements. Here is how you 
can help us reach that goal: 
 

1. Pick up your quarterly statement from the box in the Narthex. Compare our numbers with your records 
to make sure we have given you the credit you deserve for meeting your pledges. 

2. Keep your pledges current. 
3. Consider the church if a tax return, stimulus check, or prize winnings land in your lap! 

 
Keeping positive…thinking positive…taking positive action...it is our way of thanking God for the abundance 
he provides. Our birds are in action all the time…checking out nest locations, gathering, building, watching 
their young and singing. They, like us, work toward a positive outcome to reflect God’s love.  
 
Stewardship Committee First Quarterly Contribution Report – March 31, 2008 
 
 Commitment 

Yearly 
$ 

Commitment 
Year-To-Date 

$ 

Received 
Year-To-Date 

$ 

Rcvd-To-Date 
Less Commitment 

$ 

Yet To  
Be Paid 

$ 
Yearly Pledges 119,285 ------ 51,541 ------ 67,774 
Non-Yearly Pledges 252,052 63,013 61,180 (1,833)  
Total 371,337  112,721   
      
 Expected 

Yearly 
Expected  

Year-To-Date 
Received 

Year-To-Date 
Rcvd-To-Date 
Less Expected 

 

Un-pledged Income 20,000 5,000 3,312 (1,688)  
Freewill 6,000 1,500 1,127 (  323)  
Total 26,000 6,500 4,449 (2,051)   

 
Total Income as of March 31, 2008    $117,170 
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From De Trenbeath, Mission Elder 

 
The month of May has been designated as Family month and I 
wanted to take the opportunity to thank our CPC family! I am so 
thankful for all the support given me as the new Mission Elder and 
want to thank everyone for the time, energy, and volunteered 
hours given to our church and community.  
 
I believe we are living into our vision to Energize, Equip and Engage 
and are grounded in the belief that God will provide us with 
whatever we need to further His kingdom. We are part of the family 
of God, who loves us and will never forsake us. How much better 
can it get than that? I believe it is that knowledge that gives us the 
joy and enthusiasm to share His love with others- in our own church, 
town, and even the world. 
 
God bless each of you for your smiles, helping hands, and giving 
hearts. 
 
 In Christ's love,  
  De 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finance Committee 
 

Through the first quarter of 2008, we have stabilized our finances quite well. Our 
income is in line with projections and all committees and staff are managing 
expenses. Thanks to all members and staff for your help and your good 
stewardship! 
 
Kudos to all who have supported recent events and to the Mission Committee on 
two fronts: (1) The One Great Hour of Sharing offering brought in over $3800; and 
(2) Great job in organizing the Habitat marchers in the Swallows Parade. This was 
wonderful sponsorship of Habitat and provided great exposure for our church! 
 
 Thanks, 
 
 Paul Larson 
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
A SPECIAL REQUEST 

 
 It is our intention to keep our entire congregation updated on different phases of our activities on a 
monthly basis. The first article deals with Chain of Command so that we can more efficiently serve you and 
also to make our job easier. 
 
Guidelines for Trouble/Complaint Calls by Church Staff, Volunteers and Members 

 The Building and Grounds Committee has oversight of all church grounds, 
physical plant and buildings. It is the committee’s responsibility to prepare, submit and 
manage the yearly budget funds dedicated to Building and Grounds. 
 Please advise us of items which need attention as they arise. For us to be 
efficient and responsive, we ask that you contact only the responsible individual(s) below. 
 
Dale McLeod is and responsible for all General Maintenance, which includes 
the following: 
 

Malfunctioning plumbing, lighting 
Furnaces 
Air Conditioning 

Door Hardware (including locks and closers) 
Any other systems not mentioned

 
 Dale is joined by Jim Behmerwohld and Larry Brubaker. They also have the 
authority to hire a handyman to assist in more physically-demanding jobs as required. 
 
Contact Dale by telephone (949) 492-5322 or by email: dalemac24@cox.net.  

* * * *  
Larry Strong is the Chairman and responsible for all other aspects of the 
committee’s activity which includes:  
 

Back Flow Meters 
Exterminator 
Facilities Use and Contracts  
Facility Remodeling & Renovations 
Fire & Security Systems 
Head Start 
Heating/AC 
Heritage Memorial Garden 
Janitorial Cleaning and Supplies 
Keys & Locks 
Kitchen Needs 

Landscape Maintenance / Irrigation 
Lighting  
Locks & Keys 
Painting – Inside and Out 
Paper Goods 
Parking Lot 
Maintenance Signage 
Storage Areas  
Trash Services (CR&R) 
Tree Maintenance  
Youth Center 

 
 We do not have a full-time janitor. Individual requests are completed as quickly as possible. The 
Building and Grounds team does the best it can to correct the condition as quickly as possible. 
 
Contact Larry by telephone: Home (949) 496-2991 or Cell (949) 246-2767 or by email: 
lstrong@cox.net, 

* * * * 
 If you have a specific skill or area of expertise, please consider joining our team on an as-need 
basis to support our committee. Please let Larry Strong know that you are willing to help. 
 
Sincerely, 
       Larry Strong and Dale McLeod 
       Building and Grounds Committee 
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CE Committee (Ministry Team) Report 
 
Sunday Morning Christian Education 
 
What are those kids doing on Sunday 
mornings?  
 
In the nursery we have our smallest 
attendees. Over the past year there have 
been some changes to the facilities with 
the addition of two new cribs. The loving 
program continues to be coordinated by Susan White with Laura and Taylor as our regular caregivers. 
We recently asked for volunteers to cover occasional needs and we had a nice response from church 
members. If anyone is interested in taking over the coordination of the nursery, Susan White has 
indicated that she would willingly take a break.  
 
Lillian Whitney and Susan Howit provide songs, Bible lessons and snacks to our children ages 3-5. The 
atmosphere is nurturing and supportive of both kids and families. Lillian reports that they absolutely love 
being a part of this ministry. If you know of any young families looking for a church home, please let them 
know that our Sunday morning preschool program provides a caring environment for their children to 
grow in.  
 
Our school age children continue to explore the wonders of God through the Kaboom curriculum. Laura 
Donovan brings her enthusiasm and skill into this classroom each Sunday morning as they see God’s 
hand working through science and study the story of David. 
 
The Family Ministries Director Position: 
Our Christian Education Director position was downsized in January from 25 hours to 15 hours, in order 
to address budgetary constraints. In addition, this job was rewritten to include more of a family ministries 
component, in line with the church’s stated family ministry initiatives. With these changes came the 
decision to support Laura Donovan in seeking employment elsewhere to better meet her needs. The 
process of filling this position for CPC has not been easy. In the meantime, Laura has graciously 
continued to serve as our CE Director while exploring other opportunities. The CE committee would like 
to thank Laura for her continued dedication and love for our children even as she anticipates a change in 
career. She has demonstrated great faithfulness and courage through this transition.  
 
VBS 
CE moved and Session passed a decision to take a one year sabbatical from offering VBS. There are 
several reasons for this decision. With the reduction in hours of the CE Director’s position, we do not 
have a staff person to oversee the program. While this is the most obvious reason, it is not perhaps the 
most critical. We know that VBS has been a highly attended event for the week it occurs. It also has 
provided an opportunity for our church to come together for a common purpose. However, VBS serves 
primarily families who attend other churches in the community and requires a tremendous number of 
volunteer hours. With our children’s program undergoing significant changes, CE felt this was a good 
time to stop, pray and reflect on our VBS ministry in light of where God is calling our church. If you are 
very disappointed by this news then please keep reading. There are other ways to serve our families. 
 
 
 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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(Continued from Page 7) 
 
Summer Family Ministry Opportunities: 
Session has approved a Date Night at CPC. Morgan will provide a short teaching on the spiritual nurture 
of marriage after which couples will go out on a date while CPC members care for their children. If you 
are interested in helping with this program, please contact De Trenbeath or Tammy Ause. Date: TBA 
 
We are floating the idea of a Wacky Wednesday afternoon children’s program for the summer. This 
would include a music program, bible teaching and snack. If you have ideas about this or would like to be 
involved, please contact De Trenbeath or Tammy Ause. Date to be announced. 
 
Can we build a play house? A more long term idea is to come together and build a play house that would 
be raffled off to raise money for Habitat for Humanity. This will need to involve people of all ages. If this 
sounds like something you would love to be involved in please contact De Trenbeath or Tammy Ause. 
 
 
 
 

Friday Night Small Group 
 
Are you looking for a Small Group? 
 
Members and guests of our church attend a social gathering the 
third Friday of every month, January through November. Usually 
these are held in a member’s home. Sometimes in Fellowship Hall.  
Please see Max Harris, Larry Strong, or John Muller for information 
and location of the get together. Please RSVP and join us. 
Everyone is welcome! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Saturday Morning Breakfast and Study 
 

Join Pastor Emeritus Bob Schwenck Saturday morning for a 
study based on the Upper Room magazine. Rich Zodnick 
prepares a gourmet breakfast. That alone is worth getting up 
early. 
 
Breakfast: 8:00 a.m. (Please let Rich know if you are coming) 
Discussion: 8:30 a.m. 
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Youth Update  
 

There are some exciting things going on in the life of the 
Community Presbyterian Church youth group and I would like to 
take this opportunity to share with you some of the latest news: 

  
We have recently completed our “Youth Sanctuary”. This has 

been a long process and we would not even be close to where we 
are if it wasn’t for the hard work of Vern Johnson. He put in 
countless hours and worked extremely hard to finish the room. Also, 
Larry Strong and the Building and Grounds Committee came 
through in a big way by getting us new carpeting. This room is great 
and we have already been using it for a few months. Thank you to 
everyone who has helped in this process! 

 
Last month the counseling team and I had the chance to get 

away for a weekend retreat. It was a great time to pray together and 
share about life, while just enjoying each other’s company. I want to thank the counselors for giving up a 
weekend and I also want to thank the Powers family for a generous gift that made this retreat possible. 

 
Our annual fundraiser is coming up June 14. We are currently working on a theme and location, 

but make sure that you save this date as one not to miss. Last year we had such a great time, and your 
generosity made all of our events and trips this last year possible. 

 
Also, make sure that you save the dates of Aug. 3-9 as that’s when we’ll be traveling to Calvin 

Crest camp. Going to camp is an amazing experience for students! Last year I got to watch as they grew 
closer to Christ and several even accepting Him for the first time. I am so excited to see what God does 
this year. Please look for information and sign-up opportunities in the weeks to come.  

 
Another upcoming summer event is our 30-Hour Famine on July 11 and 12. We did this for the 

first time last year, and it’s a great way for our students to support a cause our Church is committed to. 
Last year we raised over $1000 for Habitat for Humanity, and this year we hope to raise even more. If 
you were planning to give to Habitat for Humanity think about giving to some of our students who will be 
accepting pledges and donations in the weeks before this event. 

 
Finally, I just want to say thank you to the whole church for supporting our youth group. I can tell 

you that lives are being changed and that we are having a lot of fun in the process. We recently spent a 
day at Six Flags Magic Mountain. It was a great experience that left me exhausted, but it was worth it! We 
are averaging about 25 students at our weekly Wednesday night meetings. It’s a lot of fun, and is so 
great for me to see them respond to God’s word. If you get the opportunity, I would greatly appreciate 
your prayers as we reach out to students, many of whom do not and have never attended church. It is 
wonderful to see God work in these students lives and through the hard work and commitment of 
Community Presbyterian Church. 
 
Jake Gilbertson, 
Youth Director 
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May Birthdays            Anniversaries 
 
Julie Dull  1  Morgan Tolles  12  Joe & Fran Eagan   6 
Mae Bell  2  Heather Wermers 12 
David Ludwig  2  Tammy Ause  18 
Diane Pederson 3  Kenneth Lloyd  19 
Jim Whitney  4  Virginia Miller  19 
Eleanor Dunning 8  Kamryn Rios  22 
Christopher Powers 10  Jay Kirk  25 
Dick Koebler  11  Ryan Eagan  27 
Marjorie M Ball 11  Mary Elliott  28 
Jim Grulkowski 11  Willis John  30 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Presbyterian Church 
32202 Del Obispo Street 
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
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