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Easter is early this year ...

Easter Week Schedule:

March 15" Saturday, — Traditional palming of the sanctuary 9:00 am.
come help.
March 16" Palm Sunday — Services at 8:45 and 10:30 am.
Brunch at 10:00 am (see page 3)
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering ﬁusa“ naﬁ!

(see page 4)
March 20" Maundy Thursday — Evening Communion Service, 7:30 pm.
March 22" Saturday — Help decorate the flowered cross, (see page 5)

March 23" Easter Sunday, — Services at 8:45 am and 10:00 am.

Other March Events and Activities

March 5 — Home Communion at the Murray’s
(see page 8)

Friday, March 7™, — World Day of Prayer, San Clemente
Pres. (see page 3)

Friday, March 14" — Home Communion at the Beck’s
(see page 8)

March 17" Monday — PW Dinner Gathering in Fellowship
Hall, 6:00 pm (see page 4)

For PW events see page 6
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Session Report

Eleven elders met with Moderator Morgan Murray for a Regular Meeting of Session on February
19. The first business item was to finalize plans for a Session Retreat from 8:30 am to about 2 pm on
Saturday, February 23, at the Presbyterian Church of the Master in Mission Viejo. Elder Paul Larson will
lead the retreat where we will discuss “Discovering and Celebrating our Differences.”

Elder Marge Ball, Chair of the Stewardship Committee, presented a report indicating the number
of pledges to the church 2008 General Fund is now 120, with total pledged contributions of $370,737.
This is comfortably more than the $360,743 used in the approved 2008 Church Budget. The January
2008 contributions were $24,574, up 16% compared with January 2007. In order to avoid a repeat of the
financial deficit surprise in 2007, which was not publicly acknowledged until mid-year, Stewardship is
planning to have quarterly Moment for Stewardship presentations to the congregation in 2008. John
Turner, our local representative for the Presbyterian Foundation, has been asked to return to CPC with a
presentation on Endowment Giving.

The Pastor’s activities during the past month include leading a Bible study on Ruth 1 for PW
Circle leaders, and serving home communion to Trudy Emerson, Janet Boucher, Paul & Honey Cassady,
Vern Tucker, Vera Mansfield and ‘Alba’ at Atria Del Obispo with assistance from Deacon Barbara
Ferguson and RN Toni Hannum. There were discussions about the reasons so many worshipers
consistently arrive late for services and about better ways to utilize the means we have available for
communicating with the congregation. Discussion of the Feb 10 Annual Meeting included reflection on
the importance of giving due time and respect to differing viewpoints.

Elder Paul Larson reviewed the Financial Statement for January 31, 2008 and pointed out trends
to remain alert for. He provided elders with further motivation to study the Financial Statement each
month because it can help them to manage their committee functions and budgetary responsibilities. The
January Statement indicates year-to-date total income of $38,928, total expenses of $33,923 and a
surplus of $5,005. Paul stated that we should not be complacent over this surplus because one month is
too short a time upon which to base long-term judgments. A few relatively minor errors were found in the
2008 Approved Budget but it will not be amended because of them. The Preschool Fund had a financially
good month in January despite a few classroom vacancies. Competing preschools in this area also
appear to be suffering from classroom vacancies.

Session voted to approve the serving of communion in members’ homes on Feb 18, Feb 28, Mar
5 and Mar 14. Not all locations have yet been announced. Please sign up on the patio. Session voted to
rescind a motion which was passed in the December 2007 meeting. The rescinded motion would have
required our pastor and elders to enforce standards of conduct, defined by two sections of the
Presbyterian Book of Order, stating that all ordained church officers must live in fidelity within the
covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in singleness. This was in support of a
resolution, adopted on November 16, 2006 by our Presbytery, which states that these standards of
conduct are essential and that our church is directed to comply whether we affirm the resolution or not.

Session voted to approve a change in Endowment Fund Committee procedure which will allow
annual scholarship awards to be delivered to students in a more timely manner. Session voted to
schedule another Town Hall Meeting after the April 15 Meeting of Session. Session voted to receive the
One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday, March 16, instead of on Easter Sunday, March 23.
Session voted to approve a retreat for Youth Group Counselors and Staff on Feb 22-24 in San Diego,
and an off-campus activity for the Youth Group on March 14.

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session
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FELLOWSHI P - SAVE THE DATE

Our Annual Palm Sunday Brunch will be held on Sunday, March 16,
2008 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. No sign-ups are
necessary. A freewill offering
basket will be available. PLEASE JOIN US.
Any questions, call Fran Eagan, 240-6114.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Church Women United provides us each year with this

worldwide ecumenical service. This year’s program 0
was written by the women of Guyana. They welcome

us to their part of the world, located in the South

American continent, but culturally and historically a part

of the Caribbean region. (

DATE: Friday, March 7"
PLACE: San Clemente Presbyterian Church (lower level)
Please park on the north side
119 N. Avenida de la Estrella
TIME: 12:30 lunch, followed by the program
THEME: God’s Wisdom Provides New Understanding
QUESTIONS: Call Ruth McLeod 492-5382
No reservations needed

yd

Who's Missing?
“ Have you noticed someone hasn’t been in church recently? Give them a call; make
sure they are okay and ask if the church can be of assistance. If so, share the
= information with the Deacons, Pastor Morgan, or the Congregational Care Elder,
Don Mueller.

We are all in Christ’s service!
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The Entire Congregation is | nvited
to agathering of Presbyterian Women.

Date: Monday, Mar ch 17, 2008
Where: Fellowship Hall at 6:00 pm

Menu: Corned Beef and Cabbage
Adults: $10.00
Children under 12 $5.00

Tickets on sale March 2, March 9 and March 16 on the patio.

After Dinner Program
“Answering the Call from Africa”
A Mission Trip to Kenya
Kathleen and Elizabeth Julilan

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
"Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have."- Hebrews 13:16a

One Great Hour of Sharing started in 1949 due to the devastation of World
War Il and this year represents the sixtieth offering congregations will be
sharing together. It is a cooperative effort by many Christian denominations
and PC(USA) distribution of this offering goes to Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development Program.

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance ministers to those in need during the
difficult time of a disaster and reaches around the world offering spiritual care and restoring hope. The
Presbyterian Hunger Program provides assistance in the long-term crises of hunger, unemployment, and
disease around the world. The Self Development Program places its efforts on positive change in
different countries.

We are proud to share our commitment with other churches in our community and Presbytery to support
this vital offering. Thank you for your gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Palm Sunday
March 16™.

Blessings during this Easter season.

CPC Mission Committee
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Stewardship
Marge J. Ball, Stewardship Chair

Stewardship is how we use our God-given gifts; it's how we use our talents,
our time and our treasure. The role of the Stewardship Committee is to
challenge the congregation to respond to our church’s financial goals. As
many heard at our Annual Meeting, when the challenge was presented last
fall, your positive response was amazing! The good news is that even more
pledges have been received since that meeting and as of mid-February, the
pledges total $ 370,737.

The season of Lent teaches us discipline; discipline to meet our
commitments. The commitment in our financial pledges is necessary to
keep our church operating, programs happening and sharing the Good
News of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Stewardship Committee, composed of Marge J. Ball, Frances Bucklin, Susan Grulkowski, Laurie
Jacobs, and Dale McLeod, has made a commitment to you, our brothers and sisters in Christ. We will
keep you informed, on a quarterly basis, how we are doing with receiving our pledge commitments.
Keeping financial commitments is a challenge. Working together, communicating together will help us
keep focused and disciplined in our direction to meet our financial goals.

We thank you for your willingness to share your talents, your time and your treasures!

Easter Floral Cross

For more than forty years the tradition of decorating the church for
Easter at Community Presbyterian Church has included the making of
a floral cross. Started by Bill Speer in the early 1960s, the preparation
and mounting the floral cross has become a fellowship activity. We
still follow the same steps started by Bill long ago.

If you would like to bring flowers from your yard and help, we begin
about 9:00 am on the Saturday before Easter.

First, the permanent cross is covered in heavy plastic to protect it
from water or other possible damage. Then, a second cross
consisting of a wood base with a florists oasis covering held in place
with chicken wire is decorated with ferns and flowers. Finally the
completed assembly is lifted into place and secured by wires to the
permanent cross.

The cross is decorated with flowers brought from home by volunteers
(no store-bought stuff here). This makes each year’s cross unique.
And, each Easter we declare
“This year’s cross is the most beautiful of all”.
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Presbyterian Women

@ Bible Study - Above and Beyond — Hearing God’s Call in Jonah and Ruth. Pastor Morgan will
lead the Bible Study Preview (for Chapter7) on Wednesday, March 5, 2008 from 10:00 —
11:00 in the CE Room.

Lydia Circle meets Wednesday, March 12, 10:00 at the church. Call Colleen
Emery for details 496.7521 — cemery@cox.net

Martha Circle meets Thursday, March 13, 9:30 at the church — CE Room. Call Val
Jessen for details 495.0350 — jessen23@cox.net

Mary-Deborah Circle meets Tuesday, March 11 at 7:00 PM. Contact Nancy
Powers for location 495.4262 — forpowers@cox.net

@ The PW Quiltmakers will meet on Thursday, March 6 after breakfast, and March 20 at 9:00 am.
Call Marilyn Johnson for details 498.2231 — mj1626@aol.com

@ The PW Book Club meets Tues, March 25, at 7:00 PM at the home of Veronica Murray,
218.6074. Call for directions. The selection for discussion is Last Child in the Woods by
Richard Louv.

Ghost Ranch Retreat and Conf erence Center
Abiquiu, New Mexico

In 1955, the Presbyterian Church received the Ghost Ranch

property in Abiquiu. Since then this site has become a major

conference and retreat center hosting week-long and weekend

courses on various subjects. Visitors can plan a day trip to see the

magnificent scenery or choose to stay longer and partake in many of the activities and events offered.

Bob Schwenck will be instructing a class in landscape painting entitled:
Oil Painting: the Creative Eye
from July 7 — 13, 2008.

Class focus will be on learning to see, to see with a Creative Eye. As Bob
explains, “The creative vision is a spiritual discipline. It is hard work. The
Creative Eye sees not just the material world but senses the power and
energy that sustains the outer world. As a trained artist responds to this
spiritual presents, art begins to happen.”

For more information about Ghost Ranch, Bob’s class or others offered at
the same time, visit the Ghost ranch website at www.ghostranch.org
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Congratulations to the Ludwigs

Ann Ludwig was voted Music Teacher of the year by fellow music
teachers in the Capistrano Unified School District. She will be
recognized in a ceremony in April.

Dave Ludwig was honored by Habitat for Humanity of Orange
County as Volunteer of the Year for Faith Relations at the Habitat
awards banquet held February 15". Dave’s involvement in Habitat is
one of our faith initiatives at CPC. We are committed to involvement
in building the Homes for Heroes right here in San Juan Capistrano.
(See article below).

Congratulations to Ann and Dave. We are proud of both of you and
blessed to have you in our church family.

Habitat for Humanity Updat e

Groundbreaking is expected in May for the twenty-
seven homes in the San Juan Capistrano project with
construction to take about nine months. Habitat
officials said eight of the twenty-seven homes have
already been funded and seven families have been
picked.

This is the first time Habitat has specifically targeted veterans and their families for a home development
and is building to accommodate those who are disabled. Iraq War veteran Marine Staff Sergeants Paul
McQuigg and Joseph Morales and their families are the first veterans selected.

Homes are sold to qualifying families for a 1% down payment, closing costs and a zero interest
mortgage. Recipients must also put five-hundred hours of “sweat equity” into their homes.

Habitat for Humanity is working with the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs to develop a more
structured partnership to assist other Habitat chapters around the country to duplicate more projects like
the one planned in San Juan Capistrano.

CPC is proud to be a supporter of this project and Habitat for Humanity of Orange County. For more
information contact Dave Ludwig or click on the Habitat for Humanity link on the church website.
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March Home Communions

Reminder:

If you signed up for a Home Communion.
The March dates to remember are:

Wednesday, March 5" at 7:30 pm at the home of
Pastor Morgan and Veronica Murray

Friday March 14™ at 7:30 pm at the home of

Terry and David Beck

March
Birthdays

01 Grace banning
01 Earl Porter

03 Frances Bucklin
03 Phil Estrada

03 Vernon Johnson
04 Jim Babbage
05 Larry Brubaker
05 Sue Ellen Bunch
07 Helen Seese

07 Paula Zintl

08 Robert Benedict
08 Tom Mason

10 Muriel Hamme
10 Richard Stites
11 Laura Baerg

11 Erin DeCillo

11 Stephanie Peek
12 Angela Reid

The Chimes

March
Anniversaries
12 John Stephens 04 Dan and Amy Gilson
13 Diane Hawkins 04 John and Beryl Hourian
13 Gary Lenahan 23 Wally and Muriel Hamme

15 Shelly Cunningham
16 Heather Taylor

17 Patricia Bathgate
18 Ireland Coyne

19 Erica Ause

19 Marley Howit

21 Ann Ludwig

22 Gwen Forquer

24 Jean Kerrins

25 Sheri Estrada

28 Joe Eagan

29 Roger Hulett

29 Ron Hannum

31 Julianna Rose Gilson
31 Valerie Jessen

31 Jackson Rager

31 Gregory Reid
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