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Easter schedule

l e ’ Saturday March 31
Join us to decorate the church with palms.

We will begin decorating at 9:00 am. Coffee and donuts
will be provided

Sunday April 1 — Palm Sunday

Palm Sunday services at 8:45 am and 10:30 am.
Celebrate Palm Sunday Brunch with us from 10:00 am to
12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.

Thursday April 5— Maundy Thursday
An evening worship service with communion will start at 7:30.

Friday April 6 — Good Friday % ~
Our Sanctuary will be open from 9:00 am to ,l ‘l ,l ,l
5:00 pm for personal devotion and meditation. @

Saturday April 7 — Floral Cross
We will be following our long tradition of constructing the floral cross for the sanctuary. Please bring
flowers and join us in decorating the cross. We will meet at 8:30 am. Coffee and donuts will be provided.

Read about the history of the CPC Floral Cross on Page 6.

Easter Sunday — April 8
Easter Services at 8:45 am and 10:30 am.

Petting Zoo and Children's Easter Egg Hunt for kids
Will take place between the services.
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Ssson Report

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session

Nine elders, Pastor Morgan Murray and
Pastoral Intern Mike Bautista attended a
Regular Meeting of Session on March
20. The meeting began with a review of
progress by Initiative Team Leaders Bob
Ause and David Ludwig. Initiative Team members have been selected and kickoff meetings were held
this month. Periodic progress reports about the Initiatives will be made during Sunday worship services.

The Fire Marshal inspected improvements in the Music Room located in the rear module of the Youth
Center and application for an extension to the Conditional Use Permit from the City was discussed and
approved by Session.

A request to hold the third “Art on the Green” event in the fall was discussed by Session and it voted to
approve the event on the church lawn on November 3.

Session voted to close the church offices on Monday, April 9 when the driveway and parking lot are
closed to all traffic while a contractor slurry-seals the asphalt surface and re-stripes the parking spaces.
This work is scheduled to take place while the Preschool is closed for Easter vacation.

Session approved a motion to extend the interim budget through June 2007 at the same monthly dollar
values as for 2006. Session committees were asked to prepare plans of action for 2007 and 2008 which
address the new Initiatives so that a proposed budget for July 2006 through December 2008 can be
generated and presented for Session approval in the June Meeting of Session.

Session voted to approve motions making various adjustments to CPC membership rolls: two active
members were moved to inactive status; two inactive members were removed; one ex-member was
reinstated to inactive status at his request; and two active members were removed at their request.

These changes, together with the membership transfer of Bobbie (A) & Jim (A) Babbage to Geneva PC
(Laguna Hills) in February, the death of Donna (I) Chermak on March 7 and the death of Jasmine (A)
Erskian on March 17, bring the CPC membership count to 223 Active and 17 Inactive Members.
Communion was served to 178 persons in worship services on March 4.

Friday Night Snall Group

Are you looking for a Small Group?

Members and guests of our church attend a social gathering the
third Friday of every month, January through November. Usually
these are held in a member’'s home. Sometimes in Fellowship Hall.
Please see Max Harris, Larry Strong, or John Muller for information
and location of the get together. Please RSVP and join us.
Everyone is welcomel!
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PATCH AND PRAYER MI NI STRY (aka Building and Grounds)

Vision Statement — Promote the General Maintenance of the exhibiting facilities and grounds, administer
preventative maintenance programs for critical equipment and ensure that liability requirements are
satisfied.

Our objectives for 2007/2008 are as follows:

- Work closely with our new janitorial service to ensure maximum performance

Renovate the Heritage Memorial Rose Garden

Slurry seal and re-pave our driveway and parking lot

Replace the existing storage shed with a sealed container

Embark on a complete signage project to encompass our entire facility

Add two handicapped and four guest parking spaces with appropriate signage

Embark upon a complete restoration project in the north wing to include new carpeting, painting of the
walls and ceiling in the choir room, children’s ministry room, music ministry room, bathrooms and
hallway

Remodel both bathrooms and replace carpeting throughout

Install California pepper trees along the north and rear of our parking lot

Install a new bubbler drip irrigation system for all of our new pepper trees

Paint exterior of the trash bin

Replant upper patio bowls, replace ornamental pear trees with crepe myrtles, and renovate the
existing planting areas with bedding plants and iceberg roses

Replace blinds in the music room with 2” wooden blinds

Power wash all sidewalks, stairs and pavers

Create new storage areas.

Projects for 2008
Develop a landscape design for the upper and lower slopes along Del Obispo
Remodel church office and pastor’s office.
Renovate the bathrooms on the upper and lower levels
Renovate CE room with paint and carpeting
Replace chairs in CE room
Paint youth center
Paint exterior of the church
Replace windows in the pastor’s office, church office, children’s ministry office and music director’s
office with energy efficient windows.
Redo inside of driveway entrance walls with stack stone
Establish strategy and design for a new Del Obispo monument sign

The following will help with these objectives:

- Make the congregation aware that since construction costs continue to increase, we must maintain
our existing facilities

As projects become realities, encourage congregational excitement and support

Negotiate relationships with contractors who will provide the best quality at reasonable costs
Assess our needs as future growth dictates

Larry Strong and Dale McLeod
Building and Grounds Ministry
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Family Ministry | nitiative Team Update

The Family Ministry Initiative Phase One Team met twice in March to make plans
for equipping and leading our congregation in a ministry of engagement to the
families of children connected to one of our children’s programs. They will
continue to meet throughout the spring to discern the needs of families in our
community, look for ways that we, the congregation, can connect with and serve
these families.

The team consists of Susan White, Julie Dull, Doug and Victoria Banning
representing families of the preschool, Laura Donovan and Cindy Tolles for
Children’s Ministry, Susan Howit, Vernon Johnson, Jake Gilbertson and Mike
Bautista for the families in Youth Ministry.

During this process, please continue to pray for us. We have gathered with great excitement and
eagerness, but now it is time for us to move out of our comfort zones and begin to take steps in mission.
This is an opportunity to exercise our faith, trust in God and begin a ministry of engagement.

Please consider prayerfully which age group of children you would feel most
comfortable getting to know and serving. God has given us children and their
families in our congregation to care for and to nurture in faith. They are not just
part of our congregation; they are part of our extended family in Christ. We
encourage you to get to know a child and his/her family in our community. Would
you prefer to focus your personal steps of engagement on the family of a
preschooler, one of the children in our Sunday school program or one of the
families of our youth? On April 1% (no fooling) we will offer you an opportunity to
indicate in which age group you would like to get more involved with. This will be
the first of many steps in our congregation’s process of becoming a mission-
oriented church.

Keep praying for us and stay tuned to the Holy Spirit.

Sincerely,

Bob Ause
Family Ministry Initiative Team representative

Meet for Breakfast

Calling all ladies of Community Presbyterian Church:
You are invited to join the Ladies’ Breakfast the first Thursday of each month.
Meet at the Jolly Roger restaurant in the Dana Point Marina at 7:30 a.m. The
next meeting is April 5th. Come and enjoy the fellowship.
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Caring for Creation:
The Greatest Moral Crigsof Our Age

by J. Matthew Sleeth
Sunday 11 March 2007

Jim Dobson and several conservative Christian
groups have sent a letter urging the National
Association of Evangelicals to force its policy director
in Washington to stop speaking out on global warming.

As a physician, environmentalist, and o \‘\\ﬂx
evangelical Christian, | can state without reservation —
that global warming is real and that it disproportionately harms our one billion neighbors who live on a
dollar a day or less. But, as Christians, our concern should not just be global warming; it should extend to
caring for all of God's creation. We might argue about the extent of man's contribution to global warming,
but we cannot deny the dome of smog that hangs over many of the world's cities, the thousands of
species that are going extinct, and the increasing scarcity and access to fresh drinking water.

The Bible repeatedly commands us to demonstrate our love for the Creator by caring for His
creation. We are further told to love our neighbor, particularly the least among us who are hurt most by
our profligate use of resources, by stewarding God's blessings wisely.

Until six years ago, | was director of an emergency room and chief of the medical staff of a
beautiful hospital in New England. | had all the trappings of the American Dream - a big house in a
postcard-perfect village, two luxury cars and lots of stuff. Then in one week's time | admitted three
women in their thirties with breast cancer, all to die. | decided that it was time to "stop running for the
cure," and to start looking for the cause.

The Bible calls me to take the plank out of my own eye before | worry about the speck in my
neighbor's. So my family took an accounting and found that our energy usage was exactly average for
America - which is well above the global norm. Yes, compared to other physicians, my family was using
less, but the Bible tells us to measure our lives against the example set by Jesus. When held against His
humble life of service - Jesus never owned a home, had more than one cloak, or rode except on a
borrowed colt - my consumerist lifestyle was indefensible.

Over the next year, my family embarked on a spiritual and environmental journey that resulted in
us cutting back our electricity usage to one-tenth the national average and our fossil fuel use to one-third.
We gave away half our possessions and moved into a house with the same footprint as our old garage.
(Don't feel too sorry for me; we had a big garage.) Along the way, my wife, two teenage children, and | all
were born again into a new and better life of service. | quit my job and began speaking, preaching and
writing full time about faith and the environment.

So what is the ethical response to global warming? Christians must start by acknowledging their
complicity. The vast majority of our resource consumption does nothing to glorify God. In fact, it does just
the opposite.

As in any moral dilemma, evangelical Christians look to the Bible for wisdom. In Christ's most
known sermon, given on a mountain, He tells us that "the meek shall inherit the earth.”" We must set an
example by the way we live our lives and steward limited resources.

It is time for Americans of faith to put aside their squabbles and begin working together to solve
the greatest moral issue of our day. Future generations will not judge us by our rhetoric or good
intentions, only by our faithful actions.

Contributed by Jerry Elliott
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Higory of Community Presbyterian Church — Part 5
Eagter Traditions

Lenten Seaxon

The forty-days of Lent is a time of reflection and preparation. The liturgical color is purple and the
sanctuary is darkened to reflect the mood. Very little in the way of decorations adorn the sanctuary during
lent.

Paming the Sanctuary

Worshipers entering the narthex on Palm Sunday, April 1%, will be confronted by a forest of bright green
palms and leafy plants. Trees line the chancel and often spread into the sanctuary adding color and
creating the excitement of the savior’'s coming into Jerusalem.

For more than thirty years the church has been decorated each Palm Sunday with living potted palms.
The truck from Cassady Brothers Nursery will arrive early Saturday morning, March 31°. Volunteers with
hand trucks will transfer the palms into the church. Each plant has been personally selected and is
placed in the perfect location within the sanctuary under the careful supervision of Paul Cassady and the
Worship Committee. CPC wishes to thank Paul and the crew from the nursery for their help and
dedication. Volunteers are always needed to decorate. We will start about 9:00 am.

The Flora Cross

The tradition of decorating the church for Easter at Community Presbyterian
Church was well established even before the church moved to its present
location in 1968. The nave of the original church building on El Camino Real
was decorated using flowers from the gardens of its members.

Bill Speer who served as church custodian for many years, created the first
floral cross by mounting flowers to a wooden cross placed in front of the
permanent cross in the remodeled nave of the old church building. He
continued this gift each year with the help of his wife Sarah and daughter
Virginia (Webb). When the church moved to Del Obispo in 1969, its much
larger cross meant more flowers would be needed for decorations.

Sarah & Bill Speer — 1950s

During the 1970s Dianna Gardner, Karen Seapy and Bernie Schwenck, under the leadership of the
Worship Committee, organized the Easter flower cross decorating effort. Flowers have always been
donated by church friends. For many years ferns for the base came from the garden of Virginia and Bill
Webb. Even in years of drought, frost or heavy rain, through God’s help and that of our volunteers, there
have always been flowers, although Sue Peters once confessed to selecting some additional ferns from
her neighbors yards on the way.

The Chimes April 2007
Page 6



Over the years several methods to create the cross were tried. The latest Incarnation goes like this:

First, the permanent cross is covered in heavy plastic to protect it
from water or other possible damage. Then, a second cross,
consisting of a wood base with a florist's oasis covering held in
place with chicken wire, is decorated, first with a layer ferns and
then the flowers. Finally the completed assembly is lifted into place
and secured by wires to the permanent cross.

The flowers are brought from home by volunteers on the Saturday
morning before Easter. This makes each year’s cross unique. And,
each Easter we declare

“This year’s is the most beautiful of all”.
If you would like to be a part of making this CPC Easter tradition,

please join us at the church at 8:30 am on Saturday April 7" to
decorate. All are welcome.

The Empty Tomb

Another traditional decoration was begun by Virginia Webb. For twenty years Virginia loaned a particular
bolder from the Webb garden. It was carefully cleaned and placed on the communion table. An
indentation in the rock represented the empty tomb of the risen Christ. After each Easter it was returned
to the Webb's to wait for the next year. In 2003, just before Virginia’s death she gave the rock formally to
the church. It now resides in the flower bed just outside the chancel door awaiting discovery by another
generation.

A week of Prayer and Witnesswith Chrigiansin the Middle East

The 217th General Assembly invites all 11,000 Presbyterian
congregations to participate between Easter and Pentecost, April 8
to May 27, 2007

The General Assembly has asked that Presbyterian congregations
remember all the people of the Middle East in these troubled times.
Let us especially lift up our brothers and sisters in the birthplace of
Christianity during the Easter season. Together, let us celebrate,
pray for and learn from the Christians of Egypt, Lebanon, Iraq, Iran,
Israel/Palestine, Jordan, Syria and other Middle Eastern countries.
As we do, let us remember all the children of Abraham: Muslim,
Christian and Jew.

... love one another as | have loved you

For more details go to the PC(USA) Website www.pcusa.org ek 512
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We started out learning a little
about Abraham and then we
moved onto the life of Moses. Next
we were led into the birth and
childhood of Jesus. Through the
months of March and April, we will
be experience the time of Jesus’
ministry. Our Bible point is,
“God Forgives You!”

“God is faithful and just. If we admit that we have sinned, He will forgive us our sins. He will
forgive every wrong thing we have done. He will make us pure.” 1John 1:9

Easter is Coming!"

Easter is always an exciting time in Children’s Ministry. So...come join the fun
and tell others too!! Easter morning there will be a celebration of story telling,
crafts, an Easter Egg Hunt and a Petting Zoo. This years Easter offering will
go to Habitat for Humanity.

Vacation Bible School
Mark Your Calendar

June 25-29, ‘07
9am — Noon
4yr olds — 6™ Grade
(Some 3yr olds call me!)
* Registration begins May 6" *
Laura Donovan, Dir. CM, 493-1502, x29
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APRIL

BIRTHDAYS

03 Larry Collins 15 Josephine Arklin

04 Thomas Forquer 15 Amy Gilson

04 Lorie Porter 15 Nicole Hourian

06 Sarah Fraze 16 Virginia Bigger

07 Celia Estrada 17 Nancy Powers

08 Susan Howit 17 Rachel Reid

08 Sally Young 18 Kelly Krieger

08 Sue Zodnik 18 Sue Stebbins

09 Morgan Howit 24 Bill Beverly APRIL

10 Adam White 24 Julie Boyd ANNIVERSARIES

11 Ann Krieger 24 Diarmid Flatley 12 Jane and Jack McWilliams
12 Kindra Larson 27 Shirley Harris 16 Don and Pat Mueller
12 Andrew Sheaffer 27 Leona Sims 22 Coke and Josie Kohr
14 Kathy Clark 29 Tyler Noble 22 Coke and Josie Kohr

29 Daryl Swander 22 Don and Karen Seapy
30 Jaime Rios, Sr.

Community Presbyterian Church
32202 Del Obispo Street
Dana Point, CA 92675
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