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Chrisgmas
A Time of Celebration and Hope

The Christ Child has come into the world!

In this time when our church family is focusing on
God'’s plan for our lives, our church, our
community and our world, we must remember
that it all began with a tiny baby in a manger.
God'’s grand design for our world began in the
most humble of circumstances embodied in the
tiniest child. What does that tell us about what
God has in store for us?

Christ’'s coming was:
Unexpected
In the least likely place
Among the least likely people

Let us remember to stay aware and awake like the shepherds and wise men so we will be ready for
whatever God sends our way. For He has great plans for us and for our church.

Bventsand Activities

Sunday December 3" 5:00 pm. 24™ Advent Family Gathering in Fellowship Hall
Saturday December 16™ 5:00 pm. Progressive Dinner and Ornament Exchange
Sunday December 24™ 5:00 pm. Christmas Eve Family Service

Monday December 25" Christmas Day — Holiday

Sunday December 31%' 7:30 pm New Year’'s Eve Service

Monday January 1% New Years Day- Holiday
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SES§ on RepO rt Al Jessen, Clerk of Session

Pastor Morgan and ten elders met in the CE Room at
7:00 pm for a Regular Meeting of Session on November 21,
2006.

A Congregational Meeting is called for 10:00 am on
Sunday, December 10 for the purpose of electing members to
serve as elders and deacons to fill vacancies in the classes of
2007, 2008 and 2009. A Joint Meeting for both deacons and
elders is scheduled on December 19 at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall. All outgoing, continuing and newly-
elected elders and deacons are expected to attend. This will be followed at 7:30 pm by separate
meetings of the Session and Board of Deacons. New elders will attend a training class by Pastor Morgan
on Saturday, January 6, ending with examination by the ruling elders so they can approve the new elders
for installation, which will occur during the Sunday worship service on January 7. The ReFocusing
Leadership Retreat was confirmed for Friday evening, January 26, and all day Saturday, January 27.
Leadership Retreat attendees will include the Refocus Team, staff, elders and deacons plus their
spouses. At this Retreat, final drafts of Strategic Initiatives and Smart Goals will be prepared and
approved for distribution to the congregation. Session voted to approve a Conversation on Transition with
the elders on February 22 between 7 and 9 pm, led by an outside speaker. Pastor Morgan confirmed
receipt of a letter from Jerome Healy who resigned as the Director of Music, effective January 15.

An October 31 statement for CPC fund finances was distributed by the Finance & Admin.
Committee. The 2006 year-to-date income was greater than year-to-date expenses. A 2007 schedule of
room use fees was distributed for discussion and approval at the next meeting. The committee
negotiated with Head Start for installation of a gate on the trash bin enclosure. This gate was agreed
upon in the Head Start contract several years ago, but was neglected. Session voted to approve use of
the CPC Youth Center on one Wednesday morning every two months for a meeting between Head Start
parents and staff. Session voted to approve payment for one-half the cost of replacing decayed wood
fences beside the Pastor's home at 31172 Via Sonora. Session approved a recommendation to extend
2006 budget figures through the first three months of 2007 at the same dollar levels per month. The
Finance & Admin. Committee distributed worksheets for committee chairs to use in preparation of their
budget requests for the final nine months of 2007. These requests are due before the February 20
Meeting of Session.

Session approved use of the Sanctuary on Saturday, January 6, for a Chamber Music Recital by
and for the benefit of the South Coast Symphony from 4 to 6 pm. Admission will be charged. Session
approved CE motions for three off-campus activities scheduled in November and December for the Youth
Program. A Worship Committee motion to replace the original audio speakers of the Allen electronic
organ was voted down because less costly alternatives were not considered.

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm.

Dear CPC Friends and Family,

Len and | will always treasure the love and generosity of our small church with the big heart. We
were treated to wonderful meals, volunteer drivers to take us around and run errands, warm quilts,
special services, and your support with prayers and cards for our speedy recovery. Thank you so much
Deacons, PW Quilters, Presbyterian Women and all. You have made our lives a lot better and healing
easier.

In God’s Love, Len and Luanna Rugh
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A Great Day

Friday, November 10, was an exciting day in
San Juan Capistrano!

A ceremony was held to mark the official
beginning of the project to build 27 affordable homes in
our community. Various dignitaries and clergy
(including our pastor, Rev. Morgan Murray) spoke and
prayed and blessed the ground at the site of the new
homes.

The project is sponsored Habitat for Humanity,
the organization with which we often (rightly) associate
with the name of Jimmy Carter. However, the roots of
the organization go back farther in time.

The concept that grew into Habitat for Humanity International was born at Koinonia Farm, a small,
interracial, Christian farming community founded in 1942 outside of Americus, Ga., by farmer and biblical
scholar Clarence Jordan. In 1965, Millard Fuller and his wife arrived at Koinonia Farm, having recently
left a successful business in Montgomery, Ala., and all the trappings of an affluent lifestyle to begin a new
life of Christian service. At Koinonia, Jordan and Fuller developed the concept of "partnership housing" --
where those in need of adequate shelter would work side by side with volunteers to build simple, decent
houses.

The houses would be built with no profit added and no interest charged. Building would be
financed by a revolving Fund for Humanity. The fund's money would come from the new homeowners'
house payments, donations and no-interest loans provided by supporters and money earned by fund-
raising activities. The monies in the Fund for Humanity would be used to build more houses.

An open letter to the friends of Koinonia Farm told of the new future for Koinonia:

What the poor need is not charity but capital, not caseworkers but co-workers. And what the rich
need is a wise, honorable and just way of divesting themselves of their overabundance. The Fund for
Humanity will meet both of these needs. Money for the fund will come from shared gifts by those who feel
they have more than they need and from non-interest bearing loans from those who cannot afford to
make a gift but who do want to provide working capital for the disinherited ... The fund will give away no
money. It is not a handout.

In 1968, Koinonia laid out 42 half-acre house
sites with four acres reserved as a community park and
recreational area. Capital was donated from around the
country to start the work. Homes were built and sold to
families in need at no profit and no interest. The basic
model of Habitat for Humanity was begun.

[There is much more information on the websites
of Koinonia Farm and Habitat for Humanity]
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It's Angel Tree Time Again!!

The angel tree will be set up starting Sunday Nov. 26 in the narthex of the
church. Take an angel from the tree as a reminder.

Bring an unwrapped, new gift by Sunday, December 17",
=

All gifts are appreciated and welcome. This year we would like to encourage
gifts for teenage children. Ask some of our teens what they think would be a good gift. If you give a gift
card, please place it in the special envelope designated for that purpose. A check contribution to FAM
would also be a great idea. Get a gift and be some local child’s angel!

The Mission Committee

Sewardship Update

A big “THANK YOU" to all those who have made a financial pledge to this
church for 2007. Some have increased the amount of their pledges from this
year, and this will be a great help to your elders as we struggle with the
decision-making process of budgeting next year. For those who intend to
pledge but have not yet done so, please let us know as soon as possible what
you expect to give next year. For the next few Sundays you may find blank
pledge cards on the backs of the pews, and they will be available in the church
office.

Frances Bucklin, Stewardship

Prayer Request for Hungary
Dear Chimes Readers,

Emil Olah and his wife, Zsuzsa (Susan) invited us to return to Hungary two years ago. Their vision,
faith and efforts made our year of mission possible. Officially, Zsuzsa runs the Siloam Retreat Center
where we lived and worked during our year of ministry. Emil is a Reformed pastor who is serving as a
military chaplain in the Hungarian Air Force. Bob studied in the Reformed Theological Academy in
Budapest with Emil from 1989-1994.

We became good friends then and have maintained our relationship over the many years and
thousands of miles separating us. Tammy and | attended Emil's and Zsuzsa’s wedding in 1992 in
Transylvania. Their wedding was a week-long event that culminated in a weekend multi-event celebration.
Emil and Zsuzsa have three children, two boys, Bence, 10 years old and Csanad 5 years and a daughter,
Csenge, 3 years old. Erica and Bence were in the same 4" grade class last year. Both Emily and Erica
made good friends with Csenge last year. Their names were two of the first names she learned.

Running the Retreat Center, serving as military chaplain and raising three young children
demands much time and energy. At times they are running every which way and find little time for a
break, for family and for each other. We were able to support them in some of the tasks associated with
the Retreat Center last year. But they are on their own again this year.

Please pray for them as they seek to fulfill their roles as directors, chaplain and parents all with
excellence and to God'’s glory.

Bob Ause

The Chimes December 2006
Page 4



Advent Chain | deas !’#‘L

The ideas below were brainstormed by the MOPS group. We attempted to come up with ideas

that promoted “togetherness” time during the holidays which can get a little crazy J
Some of the ideas are date specific so it can be a little tricky getting the chain in the right position.
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Family Advent Night

San Juan Capistrano Christmas tree lighting

Make paper snowflakes

Walk to the right to look at lights

Walk to the left to look at lights

Drive to look at lights

Make a gingerbread house

Decorate the Christmas tree

Light an advent candle

Give everyone a compliment

Say a special prayer for someone

Cinnamon applesauce ornaments (1:1 cinnamon to applesauce- mix to dough consistency — roll
out and use cookie cutters to make shapes — punch a hole and let dry — then hang) They smell
good

Make homemade wrapping paper or gift cards

Make Christmas cookies

Give Christmas cookies to someone

Color Christmas pictures (Can be found on the internet)
String popcorn

Make hot chocolate and read a story

Sing Christmas carols

Read 2 Christmas stories

Set up the nativity and talk about the story

Read “The Christmas Story” and play with the nativity
Call a grandparent

Wrap a toy to give to a charity organization

Say 5 things you are thankful for

Make a Christmas card for someone

Do something nice for someone

Christmas Eve Service

As of November 13, Larry and Margaret Strong and their son David have
delivered well over 100 turkey bags to Family Assistance Ministries in San
Clemente! And there are still more to come. Our narthex has never been
more beautifully decorated than with these generous gifts of a generous
congregation.

Turkey Bags Gobble Up the Narthex!

Thank you to all who contributed.
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Higory of Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan Capidrano
Part 3 — The firg Church Building

For several years between 1918 and 1922 church meetings and Sunday school continued to be
held in Woodman Hall. In those early years, the Church shared a minister, and so church school became
the anchor for every part of Protestant community life, with strong ties to the elementary school (located
next door) and the Union High School (two blocks away).

The Church was a strong influence in the development of spiritual, social, and civil life in the small
town of San Juan Capistrano. The first permanent building, the Sanctuary, was completed in the spring of
1922 at a total cost of $9,501.36. It was located across the street from the Old Mission on El Camino
Real. The official dedication of the San Juan Capistrano Presbyterian Church building was Sunday April
2,1922.

Sunday school classes were held in
the sanctuary with classrooms partitioned
off by draperies every Sunday morning at
10:00 am. The draperies would then be
pulled back to accommodate more seating
for the preaching service held on alternate
Sundays at 11:00 am.

In 1928, two rooms and a kitchen
were added to the church, and a manse
was built. During World War Il, government
bonds purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Guy
Williams and Mr. and Mrs. J. Roy Smith in
the name of the church became the nucleus
of a building fund. In 1945, $4,000 was used
to purchase pews for the Sanctuary and to
remodel and wood panel the chancel.

About this same time, a wood carving modeled on Leonardo Da Vinci's famous masterpiece The
Last Supper, carved by August Eberhardt in Wisconsin, was donated to the Church by Mr. and Mrs. Guy
Williams. A special communion table was made to surround and protect the carving. Also a matching
pulpit and lectern were commissioned to complete the sanctuary chancel.

Between 1948 and 1951 a new building was added to enlarge the kitchen, provide classroom
space and a large fellowship hall with a stage. Many community groups used the facility, including Rotary,
San Juan Women'’s Club and the San Juan Elementary School.

By the mid 1950s Presbytery determined that a larger facility would be needed to accommodate

the anticipated population growth in South Orange County and the little church in San Juan Capistrano
began looking for new property.

Next Month — The church moves to Del Obispo
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December

Birthdays Anniversaries

2 Arbrey Howell 16 John Hawkins 4 Don and Jean Cotner

2 Elva McLaughlin 16 Joan McGuire 29 David and Ann Ludwig
3 Emily Boyd 18 Megan Beck 29 Juan and Carol Rodriguez
3 Sara Boyd 18 Patricia Spear

3 Don Mueller 19 Bobbie Babbage

5 Margie Taylor 20 Rebecca DeLo

7 Murl Collins 22 Natalie Donovan

8 Jonathan Hunter 25 Tamara Lenahan

8 Lillian Whitney 25 Sue Stuart

10 Sindy Ledermann 26 James Krieger

10 Jane McWilliams 28 Jami Loree

13 Bob Bucklin 28 Justin Pederson

13 Michael Fraze 28 Walter Trant

14 Vera Mansfield 29 Martha Spencer

15 Alma Smith 30 Dorinda Ross

From TheEdita

Another year, gone bye, so fast.
S0 many memories.

We've said goodbye to some very dear old friends
and welcomed new ones into our church community this
year

In July a group from CPC widened our knowledge of
the Reformed Church in Europe as they traveled through Hungary
and Austria.

In September we welcomed the Ause family home from their
Hungary mission year with a new understanding and a continuing “partnership

in ministry” with the people of that country.

On our staff, Jake Werley left to attend Fuller Seminary on his path toward ordination and we
welcomed Jake Gilbertson as the new Director of Youth Ministries. Rich Maxey became the new
webmaster for www.sjcpres.com.

We endeavored to discover God'’s calling and plan for CPC as we began our Re-Focusing efforts,
first with the retreat in May followed by the Summits in September, October and November.

In ministry, as the “Small Church with the Big Heart” we have formed and strengthened our
support and alliances with Family Assistance Ministries (FAM), Village of Hope, Habitat for Humanity and
added Faith Trails to our list.

Let us look forward to the Christmas season and next year in anticipation of what the Lord has
planned for us.

Marry Christmas
Larry Collins — The Chimes
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