o,

. THE CHIMES

NOVEM BER 2006

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
“SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”

(949) 493-1502 FAX (949) 493-4215 WWW.Sjcpres.com office@sjcpres.com

Letter from the Re- Focusng Committee

Dear Church Family,

We have now completed Summit Il of our Church Re-
Focusing Project which marked the midpoint of our
journey. During Summit | we recalled our past, reflected
on our memories and identified the lessons God has
given us on that important journey. From those lessons,
we began to recognize the core values God was building
in our church family. All of those highlights were captured
on the “Journey Wall” which was available for everyone
to view in the Fellowship Hall. We took time to “Walk with
God” — reflecting on our study and praying for His
guidance on our journey. All of these moments in time
are a part of God's shaping our lives for our unigue
calling to serve His Kingdom.

Summit | was followed by two Pulse Groups to insure participation and input from those people who
could not attend Summit I. The Pulse Groups added messages and lessons from our history, and
provided more clarity to our learning. Each and every person who participated in Summit | and the
subsequent Pulse Groups played a very important role in helping us assess who we are and to discover
our unique gifts that we have to offer in our calling to reach out to our community.

In Summit 1l, about 60 people gathered again to continue our journey of discovery. We sought to
understand our community’s needs, clarify our values, and begin to visualize a future in which we
“enlarge our tent” through ministries of engagement. The experience was powerful. We could quickly see
the unanimity in God’s message spoken to each of us individually during our personal prayer walks. It is a
strong message of loving, passionate, Christ-centered faith, and with a desire to be shepherd’s for all of
God'’s children.

(Continued to Page 2)
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Re-Foc using (Continued from front page)

Developing ministries of engagement was a strong theme throughout the retreat. That is, we came to
understand that enlarging our tent will mean reaching out to engage our community rather than trying to
attract others to enter our tent as it is today. Who will we seek to engage? The first group of people,
referred to as Mission Focus Group # 1 (MF1) are those most like us: Well-educated, family oriented,
somewhat affluent, churched people. Mission Focus Group # 2 (MF2) includes those who are similar to
us, but with distinct differences. They are youth & young adults, new to the community, co-workers,
neighbors, preschool families, un-churched. These identifying criteria will be carefully discussed and
further defined as we move forward in the process.

Once again we will have Pulse Groups to follow up with those people who were not able to be with us
during Summit 1. This time, Re-Focusing Facilitators will be going to small groups to engage them in the
process. These pulse groups will have the opportunity to provide input and help us further clarify and
define our vision and our mission focus to minister to our community.

On Saturday, November 18" we will conclude with Summit Il
At that time we will discuss how we are going to implement
God’'s Plan and fulfill our unique calling to honor the gifts He
® has given us by serving in His vision. The Re-Focusing process

' culminates with the drafting of an Implementation Plan that will
serve as the blueprint for our mission initiatives over the next
three to five years. At that point, we move into the exciting
process of bringing God’s Vision for Community Presbyterian
Church to reality.

Members of the Re-Focusing Team of Facilitators are very
pleased with the level of commitment from the members of our
Church Family and we are looking forward with enthusiasm as
our journey continues.

Join us for Saturday November 18" for the culmination
of our ReFocusing Summit Process

WORLD COMMUNITY DAY

Reminder: WORLD COMMUNITY DAY, sponsored by CWU,
will be held on Friday, November 3rd, CWUuU

at San Clemente Presbyterian Church. % §
>
'\'}‘0

Featured Speaker Zane E. Johnson - Signs of Healing
Lunch Follows: Cost $5.00 % Women S

O
Coffee Hour at 10:00, Program at 10:30 ";ﬁ
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Session Report

Al Jessen,
Clerk of Session

Pastor Morgan and twelve elders met in the
CE Room for a Regular Meeting of Session on
October 17, 2006. Session celebrated the
announcement by Pastor Morgan and the CE
Committee that Jake Gilbertson had accepted the
job as Director of Youth Ministry. CPC is extremely fortunate to have found a replacement for Jake
Werley so soon after he left, and that his replacement is so very well qualified for the leadership role he is
undertaking.

Elder Frances Bucklin reported on a recent meeting of the ReFocusing Team. The ReFocus
Training Retreat, Leadership Summit and Pulse Group meetings were reviewed and a handout was
distributed. The handout summarizes the Biblical Purpose, Ministry Values, Mission Fields, and Vision
Statement that were extracted by the ReFocusing Team from inputs by participants of Summit and Pulse
Meetings.

Elder Bucklin reported for the Stewardship Committee on year-to-date pledged, unpledged and
freewill contributions, which are listed elsewhere in this issue. The Finance & Administration Committee
distributed the CPC Financial Statement for September 30 indicating that the year-to-date income
exceeds the corresponding expenses by $35,275. Because future plans for CPC programs will not be
known prior to the ReFocusing Retreat in January, financial needs for 2007 programs will not be clear at
the end of this year when the budget must be approved by Session and presented to the congregation.
Therefore, the first three months of 2007 will be budgeted at the same monthly rate as the 2006 budget,
line item by line item. After the ReFocussing plan is reflected in programs, the last nine months of 2007
will be budgeted based on these financial needs. The approved 2007 budget will be approved by Session
and presented to the Congregation as usual.

A motion to approve use of a room in the CPC facility for weekly meetings of an outside group
was withdrawn after discussion revealed that preparation of terms and conditions had not been
considered by the Finance & Administration Ctte and Building & Grounds Ctte. These committees share
responsibility for establishing ground rules for all outside organizations to use CPC facilities. This motion
had been presented to Session before that work was done. A different request from another outside
group asking for a room to hold meetings was not opened for discussion for the same reason. A few
years ago, unpleasant situations developed when an outside group did not keep verbal agreements
made to CPC and it was uncooperative about correcting the problems, so CPC had to ask the group to
leave.

A motion to approve Janice Rager and Jami Loree as volunteer Sunday school teachers was
approved. A new Sunday school curriculum, “Market Place, 29 AD,” was approved. A list of Session
Committee assignments was received and may be seen on the website www.sjcpres.com. Session gave
approval for Pastor Morgan Murray to baptize infant Eva Claire Cannon, the daughter of Keith and
Jennifer Cannon, on Sunday, Nov 26, 2006.

This meeting of Session was adjourned at 8:11 pm, far earlier than any meeting we can
remember in the past.
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Stewardship Dedication Sunday

The theme for this year’s Stewardship season is: )
“We are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses...” Hebrews 12:1.

The Stewardship Committee plans to distribute 2007 pledge packets
to members and friends on Sunday October 29, with pledges to be
dedicated the following Sunday November 5. Our church’s operating
budget for the coming year is based primarily on the pledges we receive
from the congregation.

Use Your | RA as Never Before
On Aug. 17, 2006, President Bush signed into law new tax incentives for charitable gifts from
donors who are 70-1/2 or older. The Pension Protection Act of 2006 encourages financial support of
charitable organizations across the United States.

Under the law, you can make a lifetime gift using funds from your individual retirement account
(IRA) without undesirable tax effects. Previously you would have had to report any amount taken from
your IRA as taxable income, and then take a charitable deduction for the gift, but only up to 50 percent of
your adjusted gross income. In effect, this caused some donors to pay more in income taxes than if they
didn’t make a gift at all.

Fortunately, now these IRA gifts can be accomplished simply and without complications. Plus,
you can make the gift now—while you are living and able to witness the benefits of your generosity.

You may contribute funds this way if:

You are age 70-%2 or older

The gift is $100,000 or less each year

You make the gift on or before Dec. 31, 2007

You transfer funds directly from an IRA or Rollover IRA

You transfer the gift outright to one or more public charities, but not supporting organizations
or donor advised funds.

For more information you may contact your stewardship chairperson, Frances Bucklin (949) 496-9553.

Friends of Music Present:

An Afternoon Recital,

Sunday, November 5, 2006 at 4:00 pm. in the Sanctuary
Judy Richter, Organ and Piano — Ann Ludwig, Oboe and English Horn

Freewill offering to support music programs at CPC
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MOMENTSFROM MISSON:

Thank you to everyone who participated in the PW/Mission Gathering on October 3™ for Faith Trails. As
of this time we have raised $860.00 to support this mission. Contributions will continue to be accepted.
Please make check payable to Presbyterian Women. We will have more opportunities to be involved
with this exciting mission — watch for upcoming announcements.

Upcoming Misson Opportunities

FAMILY ASSISTANCE MINISTRIES TURKEY BAGS: Once again this
year we will be “stuffing” grocery bags with Thanksgiving goodies to be
distributed at Family Assistance Ministries. The bags, with lists
attached, will be available in the Narthex on October 29",

Angel Tree

The “Angel Tree” will be in the Narthex the beginning of December.
Don't forget to pick up your “Angel” and get a gift
for a special young person.

Did You Know...

...That Presbyterian Disaster Assistance sent members of the National Response Team to Wisconsin to
respond to the school shooting at Cazenovia?

... That Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is supporting the Mennonite Disaster Service and Mennonite
Central Committee in response to the shooting at an Amish school in Nickel Mines?

... That Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has provided One Great Hour of Sharing and designated funds
to help with the flooding in China?

... That volunteers have been helping in West Virginia since severe flooding affected the area in 2001?

PDA began a four-year food security program
in the Democratic Republic of Congo called
Micro Devru. In addition to providing seed
and tools, information on soil restoration and
pest control using natural pesticides is being
provided along with initiatives to organize
communities in supporting their health centers
with community gardens.
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A letter from the Kohr family
Dear CPC Family

Were a bit slow in sending this word of greeting to you, but it
has been really hard acknowledging that were physically “out of
there”. But here we are in Oregon with Erika in her 100-year old
Queen Anne Cottage. We can currently be reached at:

1934 S.E. Clinton St.
Portland, OR 97202
Our cell phone is 949-939-3718.

Needless to say, it is with deep, deep gratitude that we continue to thank God for your abiding
friendship, guidance and love during our thirty-six year sojourn at CPC. We have been blessed beyond
human expression. Please uphold us in prayer as we seek discernment for the next “stage” of our life’'s
journey. We think of you daily and ask the Spirit to bless and guide you in the refocusing process and in
the daily life of the church community. It is an extraordinarily exciting time!

In our “uprooting” process, we have tried to pay attention to the words of the Apostle Paul to the
Philippians in 4:6-13 where he admonishes: “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

Hasta Luego!
With Love,
Josie and Coke

Everyoneisinvited to the

Saturday Morning Breakfast and Study
A time for sharing our impressions of the booklet
Upper Room Devotional

Breakfast 8:00 am.
Discussion 8:30 am.
Close 9:30 am.
Where: Fellowship Hall

Gourmet Breakfast $3.00
Meeting Dates: October 21 and 28,
November 4, 11, & 25
December 2, 9, & 15

For breakfast reservations and information about the Upper Room booklet
contact Rev. Bob Schwenck
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Jake Gilbertson — Youth Director
Hello Everyone!

| wanted to take this opportunity to give you a quick introduction to
your new Youth Director. My name is Jake Gilbertson. | know Jake’s a
popular name around here. | grew up locally in San Clemente, graduated
from San Clemente High School, and then attended Point Loma Nazarene
University for the last four years. Last May | graduated with my Bachelor of
Arts in Philosophy and Theology.

Now that we have that out of the way, | can get to the important stuff. | am so excited and honored
to be here and to be a part of this church. | have only met your students once and already | am so excited
about being able to work and grow with them. Community Presbyterian Church has been so welcoming
and already feels like home, and | thank each of you for that. It truly is such a blessing to be called to a
church such as CPC. In the coming weeks, | hope to put together a calendar of the trips, events and
mission work the youth are going to be doing over the next year.

Thank you in advance to the parents and volunteers who are crucial in pulling this off; | couldn’t
do it without you. Students, | think this next year is going to be exciting! My desire is that we will all grow
more like Christ, closer to each other and have a ton of fun in the process. Thanks to everyone for your
support, encouragement and prayers.

Prayer Request for Hungary
Dear Chimes’ Reader,

One way that the Auses would like to continue to encourage our partnership in ministry with
Hungarians is by praying for them. It is our goal to write a brief “Hungarian Prayer Paragraph” for each
Chimes publication. Bob is also reporting on this person or group at the Mission Committee Meetings
each month.

Pastor Zsuzsa (Susan) Zavodi and Bob Ause attended seminary in Budapest at the same time.
Zsuzsa participated in some of our youth mission discussions in those years. Currently she lives with her
husband and two children, boy, age 3, and girl, agel, in the city of Veszprem near the Lake Balaton
where the Auses lived last year. Zsuzsa is pastor of a new congregation in Veszprem. She lives and
works in a new building, built about 5 years ago. The church is situated on a plot of land in the midst of a
high rise apartment complex. The location of her church is very strategic for mission to the people who
live in this area. The challenge is that those who live in these high rise apartments often only stay for a
couple of years before they move on to small homes with gardens in other parts of the city. These
apartments are starter residences for many in Hungary these days. Nevertheless, Zsuzsa and her
congregation see their role as reaching out to the thousands of people who live in the area. Her
congregation is multi-generational, including children, youth and young adults as well as the older retired
generation. In fact finding many believers in their 40s and 50s is a challenge today in Hungary. This is the
generation whose Christian faith was most impacted by Hungary’s communism. Besides Sunday services
and weekly youth groups and bible studies, the congregation hosts a monthly praise and worship evening
that is run by young lay professionals in the congregation. It is a wonderful time of singing, prayer and
praising God that ministers to many non-church members in the greater area as well as to many other
pastors as well. This Fall Zsuzsa has invited an outside organization to help her develop the
congregation’s lay leadership and elders. This organization is in fact the same Church Resource
Ministries whom we are using to guide us through our refocusing process. Please pray for Pastor Zsuzsa,
for her family and her congregation.
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Becoming aMan of God

Men'’s breakfast and study
1% and 3" Saturdays of the month
7:00 — 8:30 am. In the Youth Center

A men’s group designed to bring men together in the name of Christ for fun,
fellowship and Bible study. We celebrate and challenge each other in what it
really means to be a true man of God.

7:00 — 7:30 Breakfast and social time
7:30 — 8:15 Bible and book study
8:15 - 8:30 Prayer time

Cell phonesfor our Sldiers

Help Them Call Home

Cell phones for Soldiers was created by Brittany and Robbie Berguist of
Norwell MA. After reading a story about a soldier who ran up a huge phone bill calling
home from Iraq, these two teanagers decided to help out. They started by opening an
account with $21.00 of their own money. They are collecting cash and donations and
old cell phones.

The cell phones are recycled for cash and the
proceeds are used to buy prepaid calling cards for
our soldiers serving in the Middle East. Cell Phones
for Soldiers is a registered 501(c)(3)non-profit
organization. Their efforts have motivated people
and businesses around the country to donate to this
worthy cause.

Their goal is to provide every US soldier with a way to call home
for free. For more information please visit their website at:
www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com

Reminder: Sign ups start Sunday November 12™ for the...

Christmas Progressive Dinner and Ornament Exchange
Saturday December 16", 2006

Sign up on the patio between services or contact Fran Eagan or Barbara Lanni for details.
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Higory of Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan Capidrano
Part 2 — The Incorporation

From September 0f1916 until the end of 1919, the little Sunday school flourished in San Juan
Capistrano. During that time, the Reverend Franklyn Josselyn, minister of the Laguna Beach Church
drove over to preach whenever possible. However, several in the Capistrano community felt a more
permanent solution was needed, and organized a committee to see what could be done. They enlisted
the help of the reverend Paul Stevens to Survey of the community and draft the necessary petition.

On Sunday, December 7, 1919, forty eight people assembled at Woodsman'’s Hall. Rev. Stevens
conducted the meeting. After opening with prayer, He read the following petition.

We the undersigned, feeling
the need of a closer cooperation
in developing the spiritual and
social life of the community, do
agree to become members of an
organization to be known as the
San Juan Capistrano Community
Presbyterian Church.

Camino Capistrano near Woodman Hall around 1920

Following the signing of the document, the forty eight signers were received as members of the
organization. Three elders and four trustees were selected by ballot.

Elders Trustees
Mr. Charles R. Phifer (1-year) Mr. C.C. Crookshank (1-year)
Mr. Frank Leavitt (2-years) Mr. C.R. Cook (1year)
Mr. Charles Crumrine (3-years) Mr Guy Williams (1-year)

Mr. Earl Coleman (1-year)

After the singing of an anthem by a choir, Dr. Guy Wadsworth officiated during a baptismal
ceremony and delivered the morning address. Rev. Paul G. Stevens closed the meeting with prayer.

The petition was filed and Articles of Incorporation were adopted on December 28, 1919.

Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan Capistrano was a reality

Next Month — The first church building and woodcarving
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Jack 1o J19l2 1'inas...

Children’s Ministry is now into its 2" Session. We
started out in the life time of Abraham where we
experience how much God loves us and all His
creation. God chose Abraham to tell the world
about Himself. Abraham is the Father of us all and
we all play an important part of God’s great big
family. Session two is all about the life of Moses.
God had a great big plan for Moses and He has one
for us too. God is truly with us.

Our memory verse for Session 2 is the first part of

the Shema and is found in Deuteronomy 6:4-5.

“Israel, listen to me. The Lord is our God. The
Lord is the one and only God. Love the Lord
your God will all your heart and with all your
soul. Love Him with all your strength.”
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NOVEMBER 17 Paul Larson

18 Keri Rios
Bl RTHDAYS 19 Mary Koebler
02 Fran McCollum 19 Eric Ledermann
02 Karen Stone 20 Chris White
03 Rachel Trant 21 Margaret Mahoney
04 Sarah Verbeerst 22 Jane Catlett
05 Miriam Spang 22 Marilyn Johnson
05 Nancy Wermers 23 Ruth McLeod
07 Andrew Donchak 24 Laura Donovan NOVEMBER
07 Virginia Jones 24 Kurt Pederson
07 Da?e Loree 25 Barbara Bahm ANNI VERSARI ES
08 Linda Stites 25 Victoria Hull 03 Bruce and Alma Smith
08 Austin Whitney 25 Morgan Murray 12 Don and Julie Boyd
09 Payandeh Bagheri 26 Tencha Enriquez 17 Gary and Tammy Lenahan
10 Jasmine Erskian 29 Tony Hannum 17 Walter and Susan Trant
10 Lisa Jones 30 Marilyn Thorpe 25 Earl and Lorie Porter
11 Christopher Beck 27 David and Rebecca DelLo
12 Paul Cassady 29 Keri and Jaime Rios
13 Kyla Hull 30 David and Terri T. Beck
13 Walter Mueller
15 Erna McCollum
16 Samuel Ledermann
16 Bob Schwenck
Community Presbyterian Church
32202 Del Obispo Street
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
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