o8

&
K

. THE CHIMES

SEPTEMBER 2006

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
“SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”

(949) 493-1502 FAX (949) 493-4215 WWW.Sjcpres.com office@sjcpres.com

Welcome Home Ause Family!

Bob, Tammy, Emily and Erica are returning home to Dana Point this
month after their successful mission to Hungary. Please read the
following letter received at the church.

Dear Supporting Participants in the Auses’ Hungary Mission Year,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, from the Reformed Church of Hungary.

Bob and Tammy Ause along with their two daughters, Emily and Erica have been guests of the Reformed
Church of Hungary in the Trans-Danubian District for 11 months starting in August, 2005. They have
been living in the Siloam Reformed Mission Retreat Center in Balantonfiired during this year, working
under Pastor Emil Olah and his wife, Zsuzsa, the director of the house. They have dedicated their time
and energies in various activities and acts of service around the Retreat Center and well as in the church
district. We were pleased to have them here as our guests. We would like to thank you all for your
participation in supporting their lives and service here.

Below you will find a list of activities that they have been engaged in this year. Their activities at the
Retreat Center took place under the guidance and direction of Emil and Zsuzsa Olah. They initiated their
own contacts at schools around the country. The rest of their activities give testimony to what God had
planned for them while they were here. He knew who had what needs and provided Bob and Tammy to

meet those needs during this time. )
Sincerely,

§ A AL

Dr. Markus Mihaly
Bishop of the Reformed Church
Hungary, Trans-Danubian District

Vezprém, July 18, 2006

A complete report of the Auses’ activities in Hungary is provided on the website.

For details of the Ause Family Return Celebration see Upcoming Events on page 10
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ReFocusng

Dear Church Family,

Welcome back from Summer Break.
Hopefully, everyone enjoyed some special time
with families and friends. Over the last few weeks, if
you were not able to be in church every Sunday,
you may have missed some of the “Moments for
ReFocusing” where members of the Facilitators
Team shared personal stories from their training
experiences. Their messages were instructive in
helping us understand what we are going to be
doing at our “Summits” in September, October and
November, as well as providing some very
inspirational and moving insights into the power of
God’s presence as He speaks to each of us
individually.

Paul Larson, Team Leader, kicked off the moments with a description of the process and shared
how he was personally inspired by the members of the Team as they worked together and supported one
another throughout the training process.

Kurt Pederson was reminded that CPC is God’s Church; that we are all a part of God’s Plan and
that the refocusing process is about taking our guidance from God to understand our unique calling for
CPC.

De Trenbeath reminded us of those two words that are so important to the process, “Faith and
Trust.” She reminded us that we must, “...trust God with this church” and we must “...be faithful to His
words.” She shared with us God’s message from Ephesians 2:10 that God has prepared us for this
process, we just need to be silent to hear Him and to follow His voice to us.

Jim Forquer reminded us that, “We are not alone in this journey.” Many other churches have
successfully traveled this path before us, and our leader on the journey will be God, if we listen. He also
shared with us how important it is for us to “..understand and connect” with our history to know who we
are and what our gifts are.

Terri Beck told us why it is worth our work and effort “...to engage in an intentional ministry, to
hear from God in a fresh way, and to move into alignment with His purposes and calling for our
congregation.” She continued saying “To be a part of a group of Christians who are focusing, listening,
and attuning themselves to how God is at work in each of our lives as individuals is WONDERFUL!” Then
she challenged us with these words, “Spectators don’t have a voice in how things develop. But involved
people do. How God speaks to you is unigue, and your unigue input is important to the future of our
congregation.”

(Continued on page 3)

The Chimes September 2006
Page 2



(Continued from page 2)

Frances Bucklin inspired us with her unquenched thirst for learning and reminded us that we need
to embrace new ideas and new approaches and value them for their opportunity for learning. She pointed
out that “...any individual here could probably come up with a list of things we think we ought to be doing
as a church; but for us all to be able to envision God’s intention for us as a missional church is a different
prospect entirely...l believe God is speaking to us through this process — our task is to be willing to
listen!”

Cindy Tolles showed us the courage that surfaces when we trust God’s voice enough to say, “Yes,
I'll do it” even when we are fearful of the commitment. We were moved by her words, “In order to listen,
we have to quiet the noise. Stop the flow of worries, fears, complaints, and uncertainties that clutter our
minds when we think of our church’s future, and trust God. ...we have to surrender. To say, ‘Yes, I'll do
it and then trust God to get us through it. Only if we surrender our agenda can God begin His work
through us and for us.”

Wow! How are those words for inspiration?

At the deadline for this printing, we had not heard from Dale McLeod and Bernie Schwenck. Dale
has the wisdom of a lifetime of dedication and involvement in a Christian life. He has never been a
spectator in anything, and this refocusing process is not going to be a change in that practice for Dale.
His wisdom will enrich the process beyond measure. We are blessed to have him in this church and on
this Team. Bernie has served the Facilitators Team as the Prayer Coordinator, and has served our
congregation with elegance and dignity in every way. Even with her vast experience and knowledge, she
continues to work harder than the rest of us trying to hear God’s voice. She provides one of our most
important gifts in her heartfelt and spiritually-guided prayers on our behalf.

Your ReFocusing Facilitators are ready for our
first Summit on Saturday September 9". This promises
to be a fun experience as we look at CPC'’s timeline to
understand where we have been and begin the
discovery of who we are. We need as many of our
Church Family as possible to share those important
moments from our past and to help paint the portrait of
our Church. Please come and share in the fun with
us! If you come, we will feed you.

Please sign up for the Summits on Sunday
mornings between services so we'll have an
accurate head count for meal preparation.

Your ReFocusing Facilitators
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Session Report

Pastor Morgan and twelve elders met for a Regular Meeting of Session on June 20. Beginning at
6:30 pm, elders interviewed candidates for membership who had previously prepared by attending the
Inquirers Class. The first business of the meeting, which opened at 7:00 pm, was to vote on a motion to
receive Jim & Louise Behmerwohld, Kieth & Jennifer Cannon, Robert & Betty Krollpfeiffer, Jackie
Proctor, and Raymond and Diane Zarins as new members of CPC. The next business was to
designate Paula Zintl as Acting Clerk of Session, substituting for Al Jessen.

The Refocusing Team presented Session with a summary of their training class in Los Alamitos
which was also attended by teams from 6 other churches. The training included working through the
three Summits in quick time. They stressed that the summit process is a journey of discovery of God’s
will, not our own. The team includes Paul Larson (facilitator), Cindy Tolles (administrator), Kurt Pederson
(communications coordinator), Bernie Schwenck (prayer coordinator), Terri Treemarcki-Beck, Frances
Bucklin, Jim Forquer, Dale McLeod and De Trenbeath. The pastor is a resource for the team rather than
a member of the team.

Pastor Murray reported that Jake Werley is leaving at the end of the summer to return to college
to prepare to be a counselor. Morgan met with Rev. Jim Nichol of Ocean Hills Community Church, to
discuss resolution of a property issue. Pastor Murray conducted the June 10 wedding service for April
Sheaffer and Scott Simpson.

Session voted to approve a plan to hire CPC youth to help with various part-time maintenance
projects at the church, to be supervised by Elder John Hawkins or his designee. The CE Committee has
formed a search committee for filling the Director of Youth Ministries position after Jake departs. The
committee will evaluate the needs of youth ministry, develop a job description, make salary
recommendations and identify qualified candidates. Session approved use of the CPC parking lot for
several tours being offered by Marge’s Tours, September through November. An Ice Cream Social at
CPC was scheduled for the afternoon of July 22.

Pastor Morgan and ten elders met for a Regular Meeting of Session on July 18. Susan Howit and
Carol Rodriguez gave a presentation on the Youth Mission Trip with Faith Trails and the Warm Springs
Reservation from June 29 to July 3. Four adults and ten youth made the trip. Their experiences with
Hispanic and Native American families were remarkable. They took on several difficult projects. They
learned they could complete enormous tasks when working as a team.

The Focused Ministry Retreat was scheduled from Friday evening, January 26, through noon on
Sunday, January 28, 2007. The Annual Congregational Meeting was scheduled to begin at noon on
Sunday, February 11, 2007. Pastor Morgan will take vacation from August 9 through August 28. Jake
Werley's last day at CPC will occur while Pastor Morgan is on vacation. A Farewell Celebration for Jake
and Samantha will be held on September 10. A Welcome Celebration is being planned to greet the Ause
Family on September 24. The June 26-30 VBS program presented by Laura Donovan and her volunteer
helpers was a tremendous success.

Morgan asked for prayers to support Pastor Jim Nichol and the congregation Ocean Hills
Community Church following the June 16 departure of Skip Heitzig, Senior Pastor of OHCC, back to
Calvary Chapel of Albuquergue, NM, where he began a very successful ministry nearly 25 years ago.

Session voted to cancel the August 15 Regular Meeting of Session because Pastor Morgan will
be on vacation at that time.

There are 247 Active and 23 Inactive members on the rolls at the end of July. This includes
enrollment of new members on June 20 and the death of William (Rusty) Ferguson on July 29.

Al Jessen, Clerk of Session
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The Rapture Window

The final window in the sanctuary
was dedicated on March 14, 1982, nearly
two years after the installation of the first.
Based on Revelation chapter 21, this

\, window contains many of the same

elements seen in the other two. The dove
appears with wings spread wide,
welcoming the faithful home to heaven.
The radiant cross stands above the dove,
symbolic of heaven. If you read the
chapter in Revelation, you will understand
the tree and the flames and smoke.

Pastor Emeritus, Robert L.
Schwenck designed this window using the
same colors found in the other two to
create a unified look for our sanctuary.

The window was donated in memory of Miriam L. Hazelton, Catharina Maria John, Alta Morris,
Louis E. Dunning, C. Russell Cook, Robert A. Gulick, Dorothy N. Gulick, Bernice Shrewsbury, Beva
Clough, Henry Harding, Merlin Harlow, Marie Marcus, Blanche Lyons, Louis W. Clark, Jean Newhart,
Pauline Hiler, Zedra Allison, Winifred Winn, Leonard Morgan, Leonard Martin, Chauncey Melters and
through generous gifts from Carl and Ruth Bucheim and The Oaks.

We hope you will look at the windows with new understanding and insight.

Pastor Morgan is leading a study every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in
the CE room. It's a time to explore the topic of the Sunday sermon.

You may come away from the study with not only a preview, but also
gain insight into scripture through the study and discussion.

Everyone is invited to attend.

Susan Grulkowski

The Chimes

Wednesday Night Pastor’s Study
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Ordination Congratulations!
Congratulations to Reverend Kyle Gott.
For any who may not have heard, Kyle Gott, former CPC
Director of Children and Youth Ministries, was ordained on August
13, 2006 at the Milldale Presbyterian Church in Springfield, Tenn.
by the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee.

Over the past few years your contributions of change in
the offering plates have helped to make this day possible.

Our happiness goes out to Kyle, Lydia and the family on
their successful fulfillment of this major life milestone.

May God bless his ministry.

A Farewell for Jake and Samantha Werley

Following in the footsteps of others who have served
at CPC and moved on to ordination and service in the wider
world, Jake has elected to start Fuller Seminary this fall in
preparation for a career in counseling. The Werley family will
be leaving San Juan Capistrano area the end of the summer.

We are sad to see Jake and Samantha depart. But
know this is what God has planned for them.

A Farewell Celebration for Jake and Samantha is
planned for September 10, 2006. Look for details in your
Sunday bulletin.
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The Drum Set is Paid For!

A hearty “thank you” to all who helped pay for our electronic
drum set. The first service music has benefited greatly from our having
the ability to control volume, and we are indeed grateful to all who
contributed to this purchase.

Frances Bucklin

Support Group

There is a new support group for families with members who are on
Methamphetamine.

They meet the last Wednesday of every month at 7 p.m. at
Shepherd of the Hills Church

30121 Niguel Road

Laguna Niguel

If you would like more information, you can contact them at pmathis@infostations.com

Labor Day Holiday

The church office will be closed for Labor Day, September 4™,

Havea wondeaful cdéoration o thehdiday'!

Nd
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Children’s Ministry is excited to
announce the start of a new program this
fall. Each weekend we will dress up in
Bible costumes and go back in time
starting with the life of Abraham - only
time will tell where we will end up. But
know that at the end of 1* Service we will
come back to present day. With this new
adventure, all Kindergarteners through 6™
grades will meet as one group in the CE
room after our time in the sanctuary.

If you have any
questions or would
like to get involved,

contact

Laura Donovan

Director of
Children’s
Ministries

493-1502, x29

September 10,°06
8:45am Service

Jump House!
Snow Cones!
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Saturday, July 29, 2006 - Orange County Register

Presbytery still holds authority to ordain

By Rev. Steven Toshio Yamaguchi,
executive presbyter of the L os Ranchos Presbytery.

Last month our Presbyterian Church (USA) General Assembly meeting attracted some
sensational media attention. Another large local newspaper erroneously reported: "Following
the Episcopalian lead, the Presbyterians also voted to givelocal congregations the freedom to
ordain openly cohabiting gay and lesbian ministers..."

Whilethisisfalse I'm guessing that the writer's error was not intentional, but reflects a misunderstanding of
Presbyterian polity.

Every Christian denomination shares our common commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord, but from there each is
distinguished by two factors: beliefs and form of government (polity).

In the Presbyterian Church, authority is vested in representative governing bodies elected for alimited term.
Presbyterian authority is not hierarchical. The General Assembly, our national and "highest" governing body,
cannot ordain aminister. Neither can a congregation. Only a "presbytery” has the responsibility to ordain (and
install and dismiss) a minister.

Our General Assembly does set the constitutional standards, such as the ordination requirement that a minister or
elder must "live either in fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a woman, or chastity in
singleness.”

Last month's General Assembly voted overwhelmingly (405-92-4) to maintain that standard, but the responsibility
to implement it belongs to the presbytery, which must exerciseits own discernment.

At our local presbytery, Los Ranchos — which includes 59 churches in Orange and southern Los Angeles counties —
we have consistently upheld the constitutional standard.

So what is apresbytery? It is the regional governing body compaosed of an equal number of elected lay dders and all
clergypersons from every congregation in its area. This body is responsible for things like ordaining clergy and
establishing new congregations. It's the way that in community we seek to discern the will of Christ according to the
Word of God and the call of God's Holy Spirit.

The preshytery's authority is clear because we assume that God speaks through the body of the church. It is how we
hear the voice of God.
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SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

01 David DelLo

01 Jim Forquer
04 Anthony Jiganti
04 Adelia McCord
05 Fran Eagan

05 Carol Leonard
07 Donna Sheaffer
07 Susan Trant
10 John Hourian
11 Kay Swander
15 Kim Romero

16 Owen Grulkowski
17 Howell Teeple
21 Anne Larson
22 Tim Reeder

22 Susan White
23 Jim Thorpe

25 Betty Lamb

26 Mary Cushman
26 Linda Flatley
26 Max Harris

28 Bill Gardner

28 Marjorie Williamson

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

03 Norman and Shirley Ferguson
03 Jim and Susan Grulkowski

04 Larry and Margaret Strong

04 Larry and Lorna Collins

05 Tim and Debbie Reeder

16 Mark and Marian Kohr

16 Daryl and Kay Swander

23 Ken and Judy Ledermann

September 9

September 10

September 15

September 16

September 24

October 1

The Chimes

30 Kelley Gallivan

Upcoming Events

1% Focused Living Summit — The Theme is Assessment
9:00 to 3:00 at the church

Farewell Dinner for Jake and Samantha Werley
Come to wish Jake and Sam farewell at 5:00 in Fellowship Hall

For the Ladies: CABI Fashion Show
Eagan Home 7:00
Call Fran for information 240-6114

2" Annual Art on the Green
Come see the work of local artists
Eat at the café, join us for fun and fellowship

Welcome Home Celebration for the Ause family

Please join us for a meal to welcome the Auses back. They will be

presenting a program on their stay in Hungary.

Faith Trails Mission Dinner

Enjoy a salmon dinner, prepared Oregon-style and learn more about this wonderful

ministry.
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