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           THE CHIMES 

JULY - AUGUST 2006 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

CPC Travelers to Hungary and Austria 
 

 
Group photo taken at the Reformed Church Conference center in Hungary. The swing set donated by the CPC 2005 VBS. 
 
After enjoying a memorable time visiting with Bob and Tammy Ause in Hungary and Austria, our world 
travelers have returned. To read about the trip, visit the CPC website at www.sjcpres.com. There you will 
find a daily diary written by our Pastor Emeritus, Bob Schwenck, a translation of “A History of The 
Reformed Church in Hungary” by Bob Ause and Reflections on the Trip by Donna Beverly. Just click on 
the banner at the top of the home page where indicated, and you’ll get right to each article. 
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Session Repor t  Al J essen, Clerk of  Session 

 
 
Pastor Morgan and ten elders met for a 
Regular Meeting of Session, 
rescheduled from May 16 to May 23 to 
accommodate the Pastor’s vacation. 
Elders were reminded of a Session 
Retreat being held at the Pastor’s 
home on the afternoon of June 4.  
 
At the May 23 Session meeting, Pastor Morgan reported on his activities over the past month, both inside 
and outside the congregation. Elder Bucklin presented a monthly review of congregational giving. Elder 
Reid presented a monthly CPC Financial Statement indicating that five-month year-to-date income was 
greater than corresponding expenses. Issues between CPC and Ocean Hills Community Church over 
encroachment by a new playground, and between CPC and Orange County Head Start over renewal of 
the lease for use of CPC property for their program are being resolved amicably. The new server in the 
church office is connected to the network, programmed and operating. It provides improved file storage, 
service and security for email and Internet access to all eight computers connected to the church network. 
 
Session voted to approve Christopher Beck and Carl Rodriguez to help in Children’s and Youth Ministry 
programs, respectively. Session approved a Preschool fundraiser in November and a Parenting 
Workshop for Preschool and Church parents by Dr. Ann Corwin in October. Session voted to call a 
Congregational Meeting on June 11, between worship services, for the purpose of voting on a revision to 
the Pastor’s Call. Session voted to approve conversion of five regular parking spaces on the south side of 
the driveway, closest to Del Obispo, to be reserved on Sundays for “special needs” persons who cannot 
climb steps leading to and from the sanctuary.  
 
The Clerk reported that there are 239 active members and 23 inactive members. Communion was served 
to 189 persons on Sunday, June 4.  

 
At the June 4 Session Retreat, seven members of the Re-Focusing Team and 
their leader, Paul Larson, reviewed results of their May 5 & 6 retreat with seven 
members of Session and discussed their purpose and plans. The Team 
requested that Session clear the church calendar for and fully participate in the 
September, October and November summits plus the January or February 
retreat for Session and Deacons (and their spouses). 
 

 
Upcoming Events 
July 4th  -  Forth of July, Independence Day  
July 15th  - Open House “Wedding Celebration” at the Larson’s (see page 5) 
July 16th  –  Support our Troops Sunday (see page 4) 
July 22nd  - Habitat for Humanity Opportunity (see page 7) 
July 22nd  - CPC Ice Cream Social (see page 7) 
August  - Look for flyers on the return of the Ause family and other events 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
As we look to our future as a church family at Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan Capistrano, 
we do so with caring hearts about our personal needs, our church family needs, and our community 
needs. As we seek to understand those needs, we also seek to understand the gifts that God has 
blessed us with, and to understand how He would guide us to use those gifts and talents. This is a 
struggle that often leaves us challenged and uncertain. Therein lies the need to periodically “Re-Focus” 
our thoughts and renew our search for His guidance. 
 
Many of our church family began this process with the “Focused Living Retreat,” which focused on our 
personal gifts and vision. This fall, we will begin a “Re-Focusing Journey” as a church family. This 
process will include every member of the congregation as we begin to understand how our church family 
can best use our gifts and talents to serve God’s plan. One of the most important concepts to understand 
is that the renewal of the church doesn’t begin with the church itself; it begins with the people. 
God’s people. Our church family. 
 
Re-Focusing is a journey of discovery, a quest really, to discover God’s unique calling for our church in 
the current day and community in which we live. This process is not a scheme for guiding our church to a 
pre-determined destination. Rather, it is literally an opportunity to come together and hear from God in a 
fresh way, and then move into alignment with His purposes and calling. All over North America, church 
families like ours have discovered that this process of re-focusing can restore hope, clarity, and courage 
to their ministry. That is our goal.  
 
This process will be led by a team of people who have been through a training process to prepare them 
to successfully facilitate our re-focusing journey. That team is comprised of the following people: 

Paul Larson, Facilitator   Frances Bucklin 
Cindy Tolles, Administrator   Jim Forquer 
Bernie Schwenck, Prayer Coordinator Dale McLeod 
Kurt Pederson, Communications  De Trenbeath 
Terri Treemarcki-Beck 

 
This journey will begin in the fall with three very important Leadership Summit meetings that will occur on 
the following dates: 

Saturday September 9th  (Summit I: Assessment) 
Saturday October 14th   (Summit II: Discovery) 
Saturday November 18th  (Summit III: Implementation) 

The participation of every member of our church family is extremely important to the success of this 
process and therefore, we are asking everyone to mark your calendars now to reserve those dates to 
participate with us.  
 
These meetings are so important to our future as a church family 
that we are asking the Session to keep the church calendar as clear 
as possible during those months to avoid time demands and to 
ensure that everyone can participate.  
 
More information will follow in the months to come as we help you 
prepare for these important meetings. Your Re-Focusing Team of 
facilitators is looking forward with excitement to your welcomed 
support, participation and commitment to this process as we 
discovery God’s plan for our ministries. 
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The latest issue of DAV Newsletter called attention to our service members’ need for some of the basic 
essentials not found in Iraq and Afghanistan. In response to this request, the DAVA (Disabled American 
Veterans Auxiliary) adopted the “Support Our Troops” program. The Chaplains overseas have compiled a 
list of items requested and have also asked for bright colors since everything in the hospital is white. 
 
Donations will be delivered to the DAV Auxiliary, Department of California representative in West Covina. 
A designated woman will receive, inventory, ship and report to the Chaplains in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 

·  Ditty Bags – Service members in hospitals in Iraq an Afghanistan are in dire need of these. Make 
them approx 12 by 12 inches, using lightweight fabric, bright colors, with single drawstring, easy 
to manage. 

·  Lap Robes – made of easy-to-wash fabric, bright colors, reversible, approx. 30 by 40 inches 
·  Socks – white cotton tube socks. Service members are unable to purchase socks, and this need 

is great since their feet sweat a lot, causing blisters and other infections 
·  Foot powder – to help keep feet dry 
·  Foot lotions –medicated ones are great, but not too flowery smelling 
·  Personal items – disposable shavers, soap, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand wipes, lip-

gloss, hand lotions, shampoo, Q-tips, eye drops, ChapStick. (Please remember that all items 
should be in containers that are easy to ship and will not break – NO glass!) Any hotel samples 
should be new – soap disintegrates after a period of time. 

·  Pillow cases – standard size, bright colors. 
·  No cigarettes, alcohol, political or religious materials. 
 
·  The need f or  monet ar y assist ance f or  shipping is also a way of  helping men and women in 

I r aq and Af ghanist an. Checks should be made out  t o PW, wit h “Suppor t  our  Tr oops” in t he 
memo line. 

 
Your donations can be brought to church Sunday, July 16, 2006. There will be boxes either in the narthex 

or on the patio. This will be the only designated Sunday (so far). 
 

If you have questions, call or email Marilyn Johnson at  
949.498.2231  MJ1626@aol.com 

 
Thanks to: 

o Martha Circle who made 32 pillowcases at their June meeting, provided fabric and a cash 
donation. 

o Lydia Circle who gave a cash donation at their June meeting and plan to make ditty bags. 
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Your Invited 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please join us at the home of Paul and 
Anne Larson for an Open House to 

celebrate the January 28th wedding of 
Erika and Amin Tarzi 

 
Location:   31912 Avenida Evita, San Juan Capistrano, CA  92675 
Date and Time:  Saturday, July 15th 4:00 to 7:00 PM 
Please RSVP:  pnalarson@yahoo.com or call 949-493-7098 
   romanseraj@yahoo.com  or call 949-232-7257 
 
Erika and Amin have requested no gifts, but they have designated two charities if you prefer to 
donate: 
 

Christian Children’s Fund 
P.O. Box 26507 
Richmond, VA 23261-6507 
Tel: 1-800-776-6767 
www.christianchildrensfund.org 

Operation Smile  
6435 Tidewater Drive  
Norfolk, VA 23509 
Tel: 1 888 677-6453  
www.operationsmile.org 

 
 
 
 

 
DRUM SET UPDATE 

The electronic drum set we purchased earlier this year has 
made quite a difference in the quality of music in the first service and at 
other times. People have been very complimentary about the change. 

We have received a number of contributions toward the cost, 
some larger than others, but even small gifts add up. We still need close 

to $1,000 to finish paying for the set, so any contribution would be 
welcome, if you have not already made one. Any of the pew envelopes 

can be used, just be sure to mark it clearly "DRUMS". 
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St ewar dship Pr of ile 

 
I love to tell the story of Ray Althouse. Ray and his wife Marge were 

retired when I first knew them. They were originally from New Jersey, but had 
settled in San Juan Capistrano. We might see Marge once in a great while at 
some church wide event, but never at a worship service. They had no children, 
and apparently few relatives of any kind. Ray loved to sing in the choir, although 
if truth be told, he sang off-key more often than on. He was a faithful regular, and 
was well-loved by members of the choir. He was also handy around the church, 
helping with maintenance needs. 

For a few years we had a ski fellowship, where a load of adults would pile into the church van and 
go to the local mountains for a day of skiing. Ray went with them every time, and when he decided to 
give up skiing at age 85 he contributed his well-worn, long outdated skis to the annual Youth rummage 
sale with tears in his eyes. Not long after that Ray developed serious anemia, and survived a couple of 
years with periodic blood transfusions, but finally had to give up singing in the choir. After he died, Marge 
sold their home and moved back to New Jersey. Imagine our great surprise a few years later to learn that 
the remainder of their estate, some $85,000, was bequeathed to our congregation when Marge passed 
away. The funds were undesignated, and came to us at a time when our general fund was sorely 
impacted. God's providence for our need came from this faithful former member of our congregation and 
his wife, who honored that relationship.  

Praise God for Ray and Marge Althouse. 
 
Frances Bucklin 
Stewardship 
 
 
 

Among t he Missing… 
 

Several tablecloths have gone astray from the Fellowship Hall. They have perhaps been taken home to 
be washed but not returned.  
 
1. 3 long rectangular heavy linen white damask  
2.  3 long rectangular cream damask 
3.  2 medium rectangular white with sateen stripes 
4.  2 card table sized dark green flowered  
 
In addition, our red and green plaid square table covers and aprons have been AWOL for several years.  
 
If you have any of these, please return them to the church office or to Fran Eagan at church on Sunday. 
 
Thanks 
The Fellowship Committee 
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CPC I ce Cr eam Social! 
Mar k your  calendar s and shar e a Gospel Concer t  wit h f amily and f r iends 
Dat e:  J uly 22, 2006 
Time:  Concer t  - 2:00 p.m. t o 3:00 p.m. 
  I ce Cr eam t o f ollow 
Wher e: Communit y Pr esbyt er ian Chur ch 
  32202 Del Obispo St r eet  
  San J uan Capist r ano, CA 

Feat ur ing 
 

 
Glor y Gat es Quar t et  

Fr om Mission Viej o Calif or nia 
A f r ee-will of f er ing will be t aken f ollowing t he 
concer t . Cost  f or  t he ice cr eam is 50¢ per  scoop. 
I n addit ion, many dif f er ent  t oppings, lemonade 
and cookies will be available.  
.  

 
For  mor e inf or mat ion, please cont act  Lar r y St r ong at  (949) 496-2991. 

 
As you begin to plan your summer schedule, let me invite you to join the group of Community 
Presbyterian Church volunteers who will again be working at the Habitat for Humanity construction site in 
Cypress on Saturday, July 22. As usual, it will be an all-day activity (7:30 am to 3:30 pm), involving hard 
work, prayer and ultimately -- fulfillment from helping others achieve their dreams.  I expect that there will 
be a variety of work assignments on that day, as the construction (3 duplexes + 1 single-family house) 
moves forward. The current projects are:  

·  Siding on second stories, roofing, exterior paint preparation  
·  In the coming weeks: More insulation, drywall, grading, concrete flatwork 

Please plan on joining our merry crew, if you can -- and invite your friends. We have been allocated 15 
work slots. If you can't wait until July, or are available to volunteer extra time, well -- Habitat Orange 
County would welcome your assistance during June, too!  See the attached message below.   
  
Don't say that we didn't give you advance notice.  See you Saturday, July 22!   
  
Regards,  
David Ludwig 
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The Resur r ect ion Window 
 

Although it is the middle window on the sanctuary wall, this was the first to be installed. Just as in 
both of the other windows, the dove figures prominently, representing the spirit of God. Another symbol 
which can be seen both in this window and the right-hand one is the radiant cross. 

 
In the resurrection window, the dove is shown ascending towards heaven by means of the cross. 

Since our Pastor Emeritus, Robert L. Schwenck, was involved in the design, it contains what to some 
may appear to be Saddleback Mountain. It was also intended to reflect Saddleback Valley, so products 
grown in this area are depicted (oranges, grain, grasses). There may even be a large blue-green wave. 
Can you find it? 

 
It was donated to the church in memory of Susan C. Bathgate, Doris A. Bathgate, Dr. B. May 

Bathgate, Blanche Robertson, R. Lynn Shrewsbury, Helen L. Shrewsbury and Walter A. Shrewsbury on 
April 6, 1980. The text quoted on the dedication plaque is Romans 8:16.  

Every time you look at it, you might see something new or different. 
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PRESBYTERIANISM 

By Tom B. Stephenson 

Feelings, nothing more than feelings Trying to forget my feelings of love 
Teardrops, rolling down on my face Trying to forget my feelings of love  

 
Aristotle envisioned five senses, and ever since people have been trying to second-guess him. 

Dean Radin, noted parapsychologist, believes strongly in the intuitive powers, perhaps akin to senses. 
We have all heard much about our Aunt Nellie, who “felt” that things were about to happen. And now 
comes Victor VillaSenor, noted Oceanside author of Indo-Latino fiction, with his hilarious book, Thirteen 
Senses. I won’t reveal Victor’s sixth through thirteenth senses because, as he says, in a post-script, 
“Now, about our Thirteen Senses; yes, I deliberately didn’t list them anywhere in the text, because if I 
had, then people wouldn’t have experienced the book.” 

 
Aristotle classified five senses: hearing, sight, smell, taste and touch. The last has numerous 

subdivisions, including feelings of pressure, heat, cold, contact and pain. In addition, we all from time to 
time have apprehensions that something very good or very bad is impending. Sure enough, something 
happens! My mother firmly believed all of her life that, as a child, she walked on water! Just a few steps, 
she said, but then she lost her faith in God’s support, and sank! Which brings me to the main point of this 
homily. 

  
We, in our friendly little Community Presbyterian Church, have a mission. It reads, in part,  
 

“Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission to 
the world, for its building up, and for its service to God. Christ is present with the Church 
in both Spirit and Word. It belongs to Christ alone to rule, to teach, to call, and to use the 
church as he wills, exercising his authority by the ministry of women and men for the 
establishment and extension of his Kingdom.” 
 

 For the full text, go to www.sjcpres.com. The last codicil 
is one wherein we are lacking. By “extension”, we mean, “An 
addition that increases the area, influence, operation, or contents 
of something”, that “something” being the glorious kingdom of 
God The Father. Where we are lacking is in our outreach in 
sharing with our community the wealth of benefits we enjoy within 
our congregation. Invite your friends, neighbors and 
acquaintances to visit with us and to learn for themselves about 
our “Small Church With A Big Heart”. I have a feeling that we 
would all benefit! 
 
 



The Chimes  July - August  2006 
  Page 10 

Dear CPC Friends and Family,  
 
 I hope that this letter finds you all well as the school year 
wraps up and we head into another busy and fun-filled summer. 
As I am sure many of you have heard by now, Samantha and I 
have made the very difficult decision to leave our work at the 
church at the end of this summer. We will be moving to 
Pasadena where I will attend Fuller Theological Seminary, 
pursuing a Master of Science degree in Marriage and Family 
Therapy. This has not been an easy decision for us, but we truly 
feel that this is the next step in life that God has for us.  
 
 I am so thankful for the relationships I have built at CPC 
and the wonderful experiences I will take with me when I leave. 
It has been such a gift and a blessing to share these last three 
years with you, your families and the greater church community. 
I have learned invaluable lessons that will benefit me in my work 
to come, and it is because of my job at CPC that I have grown to love counseling others and walking with 
them through life.  
 
 I also want to assure you that there will be no change in our summer plans. I am greatly looking 
forward to our outreach trip with Faith Trails, time at Calvin Crest, summer youth group and pool parties, 
and hopefully plenty of time with each of you before we leave. My last day will be Sunday, August 27, 
and I am fully committed to our program until then.  
 
 As we move into this transition, I strongly encourage you to pray for our students and the person 
who will be called to fill my position. Also, there is no guarantee that we will find someone right away. The 
important thing for us to keep in mind is that from the start, Christ has been the leader of our youth 
program, not I, Morgan, the Christian Education Committee, nor anyone else. I have full faith that God will 
invite the right person to join our staff at the right time. Until then, God will call people forward to aid in 
this transition. We have a great group of students and a great church community; I know that this group 
will continue to flourish through both great times and in difficult times. We have a wonderful team of 
leaders who already play a huge role in our ministry, and if you would like to join the team, I would love to 
have a conversation with you.  
 
 The reason why this is so hard is because I love you and your families so much and I am so 
thankful for the many ways you have blessed Samantha and me. The relationships I have with you are 
very meaningful; I hope they continue long past my time at CPC. Thank you for your support and your 
prayers.  
Sincerely,  
 
Jake Werley 
Director of Youth Ministry 
Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan Capistrano 
949-493-4272 
jake.werley@sjcpres.com 
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We are excited to announce a “ VeggieTale”  Adventure as our Summer Sunday School curriculum for 
the months of July and August. 
 
All children from Pre – K. through current 5th Grade will  
meet in the Christian Education (CE) classroom  
downstairs for Sunday School during the 8:45 service.   
The 3rd – 5th Graders will be dismissed when the service  
is over, however, Pre – K. through 2nd Grade will need to  
be picked up in the classroom.  *The 10:30 service will 
 run as normal. 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you Rodriguez Family for inviting Bible Bunch up to your  

Horse ranch!!! 
We had a great time!!! 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Donovan – Director of Children’s Ministries 
 

 

 

 

Kids Corner . . .            
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Bir t hdays 
 
JULY 
01 Krista Gilson 
02 Alanna Lenahan 
02 Kimberly Renik 
05 Jeanne Christiansen 
06 Billy Bell 
09 Ida Macdonald 
10 Jean Cotner 
11 Jena D’Amico 
13 Nelloise Blue 
14 Beryl Hourian 
15 Ken Ledermann 
15 Jeff Stone 
16 Erin Frey 
16 Cristina Maxey 
17 Don Cotner 
18 Jeannie Grimshaw 
21 Jim Verbeerst 
22 Muriel Beery 
22 Norman Ferguson 
22 Connor Hill 
24 Lynda Reid 
26 Gianna Lowery 
27 David Beck 
31 Sarah Sue Hagstrom 
31 Jane Teeple 
 
 

 
AUGUST 
01 Jay Dalton 
03 Dave McColley 
04 Jackie Brubaker 
04 Honey Cassady 
05 Debbie Reeder 
06 Jerry Elliott 
06 Robert Minty 
08 Dakota Alverson 
08 Ron Dull 
08 Liz Stokes 
09 Jim Young 
10 Melody Gilson 
10 Leonard Rugh 
11 Russell Krieger 
11 Matthew Maxey 
11 Dana Stebbins 
11 Michael Stebbins 
11 Steven Stebbins 
12 Sean Hill 
12 Alfred Spang 
13 Shirley Ferguson 
13 Joanne Fraze 
15 Robert Taylor 
16 Patty Roess 
19 Amy Fraze 
 
 
 
 

 
19 Kaylin Hooper 
20 Kayla Noble 
21 Savanna Cope 
21 Jeff Wermers 
22 Ken Shuy 
22 Bruce Smith 
22 Rick Stebbins 
24 Lorna Collins 
27 Cristy Maxey 
29 Mary West 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

July  Ann i versar i es 
03 Paul and Anne Larson 
06 Bob and Tammy Ause 
11 Jim and Sue Stebbins 
27 Tina and Robert Minty 
29 Gregory and Lynda Reid 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

August  Ann i versar i es 
08 James and Ann Krieger 
12 Frank and Cissy Weidner 
14 Albin and Marilyn Johnson 
19 Bernie and Bob Schwenck 
27 Jerry and Mary Elliott 
30 Dale and Ruth McLeod 
30 Nancy and Timothy Powers 
31 Dave and Ruth Willett 
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