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A New Year

New beginnings, new challenges, new people, new horizons.

Community Presbyterian Church is starting a new year. The
elders and deacons of the class of 2008 are stepping into church
leadership responsibilities. As a retiring ruling elder myself, |
prayerfully pass the mantle on and wish them the best. | know
they will face both challenges and rewards, and with the help of
Pastor Morgan, Clerk of Session Al Jessen, the congregation and
most of all God, they will guide our church into the future. | am
pleased and proud to have served these past three years with the
wonderful people listed below

Class of:
2005-retiring 2006 2007 2008 - New
Elders
Larry Collins Don Boyd Joanne Fraze John Hawkins
Ken Ledermann Frances Bucklin Gregory Reid Larry Strong
Tom Mason Susan Grulkowski ~ Walter Trant Lillian Whitney
Cristy Maxey Jane Heath Nancy Powers
Jane McWilliams  John Hourian Kathy Whitley
Deacons
Megan Beck Phil Estrada Mary Cushman Donna Kirk*
Barbara Lanni John Hawkins Bruce Galbraith John Muller
Val Jessen Ann Krieger Lisa Jones Don Seapy
Luanna Rhgh Anne Larson Dorinda Stinson Susie Zodnik**
Sue Zodnik Margaret Mahoney  Dan Williamson

Partial terms *=one year, **=two year
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Session Report Al Jessen, Clerk of Session

Thirteen elders and seven deacons from the Classes of 2005, ‘06, ‘07 and ‘08 met together for
a Joint Meeting at 7:00 pm on December 13. They shared refreshments provided by individual
deacons, elders and Pastor Morgan. Time was spent reviewing and praising the work performed in
the name of the Church by each group. The Joint Meeting lasted about 40 minutes, then the Board of
Deacons separated to the CE Room to hold their Regular Meeting of Deacons. Tonight's Meeting of
Deacons is the last one for those in the Class of ‘05, who are Valerie Jessen, Barbara Lanni, Luanda
Rugh, and Muriel Beery. They were thanked for their service at the end of the meeting. Susie Zodnik
was in the Class of ‘05 for 1 year and was elected to serve two more years in the Class of ‘07.

Fifteen elders from the Classes of 2005, ‘06, ‘07 and ‘08 met with the Moderator, Pastor
Morgan Murray, at 7:45 pm in Fellowship Hall for a Regular Meeting of Session. This is the last
Meeting of Session for the elders in the Class of ‘05, who are Larry Collins, Ken Ledermann, Tom
Mason, Cristy Maxey and Jane McWilliams. They were given thanks at the close of the Session
Meeting

Elder Susan Grulkowski read the scripture verse from Luke 1:46-55 and Pastor Morgan gave
an opening prayer.

The Stewardship Committee presented a most encouraging report on the number of pledges
received for 2006. The total of pledges already received exceeds the total for 2005, and several more
are expected to come in. This result validates efforts made to create an operating budget for 2006.

The Finance & Administration Committee and our Bookkeeper have been working hard to
reorganize presentation of the monthly financial statement to make it more legible and more useful to
the staff and elders. The new format will appear in 2006. Financial account groupings will correspond
with a reorganization of Session committees beginning in 2006. More will be said about the
committees in the Congregational Annual Meeting, which is scheduled at noon on Sunday, February
19, 2006. The November 30 Financial Statement shows that 2005 year-to-date Income was $41,593
greater than 2005 year-to-date Expenses. The insurance carrier which provides workmen’s
compensation protection for CPC employees was changed to Church Mutual at a lower cost.

Session voted to move 21 members from to inactive status. These members either moved to
other communities, are now attending other churches, or lost interest in church activities and have not
attended CPC services or given financial support to CPC in more than one year. Session voted to
remove 8 members from inactive status where they have been for at least one year without returning
to CPC. These steps are taken annually. Letters of information are sent to the affected people. If they
object to a change, their membership can be reinstated by Session. By these steps, the number of
active members fell from 258 to 237 and the number of inactive members rose from 13 to 26.

Session voted to replace floor coverings in the Music Room, adjacent offices, rest rooms and
corridor. Session voted to replace cracked and failed asphalt surfaces on the parking lot and driveway.
Session approved five off-campus Bible Bunch activities between January and May 2006. Volunteers
working in the Children’s Ministries and Youth Ministries departments were approved by Session.

Session voted to continue the Saturday Morning Fellowship from January 21 through March
25. Attendance has been good. Discussions are based on articles in “The Upper Room.” This is a
project led by Rich Zodnik and Pastor Emeritus Bob Schwenck. The meetings begin at 8:00 am and
run to 9:30 am on Saturday mornings.

2006 Proposed Budgets for the General Fund and the Preschool Fund were approved by
Session after adding $3,000 to the Personnel Committee budget for salary adjustments. The Budgets
will be presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting on February 19.
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MOMENTS FROM MI SSI ON — FAMILY ASSISTANCE MI NI STRIES

FAM continues to receive our support - on November 13th many of us participated in the Hunger
Walk. Our church raised $2,830.00 for this project. A total of approximately $25,000.00 was
collected.

Our Thanks to both the participants and supporters for making this a success.

Thanksgiving Turkey Bags for
Family Assistance Ministries

The response to our annual Thanksgiving “Turkey Bag” donation request was
overwhelming. Church members and preschool families donated 200 bags of
groceries to Family Assistance Ministries (FAM) in San Clemente. They were delivered
on November 23, 2005.

Jake Werley recruited five young men from the youth group to assist in the delivery. Taylor
Fuentes, Matt and Brian Tolles, Chris Powers and jay Rodriguez loaded the bags into four vehicles,
making LOTS of trips down the stairs! They also unloaded at the FAM warehouse where they were to
be distributed to deserving the families already waiting in line. Coke Kohr helped out along with Larry
Strong.

It was very rewarding to see such an outpouring of generosity from our loving congregation.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Margaret Strong - Mission Committee

Christmas Toys

During December approximately 60 - 75 new toys/children's gifts were also delivered to the FAM
Office and were very graciously received by Director, Marie Toland.

Thanks to all,
Barbara Ward — Mission Committee
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WHY IS SIGNING THE FRIENDSHIP BOOK SO IMPORTANT?
A Request from the Outreach Committee

We have just concluded our annual membership review, and
the survey would be much easier if each individual or family
would please sign the Friendship Book each time they attend a
Sunday morning worship service. Our committee is
responsible for membership support and monitoring weekly
attendance. It is difficult for us to maintain up-to-date
membership rolls if we don’t receive your input. So sign in,
please.

We circulate the Friendship (Registration) Books during both Sunday worship services every week.
This allows us to register your attendance. We input the data we receive into our Church
Management System database, allowing us to monitor weekly attendance. If you are not able to
attend over a period of time, we would like to contact you concerning any needs you may have.

To make the best use of these books:

Please PRINT your name and check the appropriate columns
Clearly printed information will make the data entry much easier.

Please pass the books

The Friendship Books start from the center aisle. Please make your entries and pass the
book to your neighbor. When the form reaches the end of the row, please pass it back to
the center aisle. We suggest reviewing the names of the others in the row so we may
greet each other by name after the service.

Make use of the Prayer Request Forms

These can be found inside the cover of the registration pad in a plastic pocket. If you have
a prayer request, please complete the card and drop it in a designated box located in the
narthex.

Please help our guests

Please encourage guests you meet to either sign the Visitor's Attendance Sheet located in
the Narthex or the Friendship Book with complete information. We will then be able to
contact them by telephone if they live in South Orange County or send them a letter if they
live outside the area.

It is incumbent upon all of us to do our part in maintaining current and accurate records and
welcoming our guests. We thank you in advance for your continuing assistance.

Larry Strong
Outreach Committee
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News from the Auses
December 2005

Dear Friends and Family,

We wish you a Merry Christmas and we
say our prayers for a blessed New Year. | haven’t
been avoiding it, but | feel like | do need to say
something about the weather. IT'S COLD!

Hovering around 32 degrees, we know it is not

really as cold as it can, and probably will get, but

it's cold. We are getting a chance to wear our

heavy wool sweaters and long underwear which

have gone unused for 12 years. The girls bought

boots and we got some sledding saucers the

other day. We had our first small snow before

Thanksgiving. On the drive to school we pass

through a rolling wooded area. The grey-brown

barrenness, of the day before, had been

transformed into the magical white winter wonderland that only this time of year can produce. The
girls, having never really seen snow before, were appropriately impressed. Since then however, it
has been snowless due to our proximity to the lake. We are all awaiting the really BIG snow fall with
great anticipation.

Attending church this time of year has become a bit of an adventure. | now see why the
Reformed pastors wear their three-piece suits and their large heavy capes during the service. The
several-hundred-year-old stone churches are unheated. We all remain bundled up for the entire
service and when it is over we go home... fast. | was mentioning to our pastor that my head gets
really cold during church, (I have noticed that not many Hungarians are bald). He kindly gave me
permission to wear my hat. There are a few churches with heating systems installed under the pews.
This modernization comes with its hazards, however. Tammy was instructed to keep her long coat up
so it would not catch on fire!

Tammy and | joined the church choir. Warm-up exercises have proven amusing as the familiar
ma, me, mi, mo, mu has been replaced by some undecipherable Hungarian syllabic sounds. We are
loving the fellowship and the opportunity to sing in some of the same churches mentioned above-hats
and all. You cannot beat the acoustics. No wonder Bach and Handel were so inspired. While we are
at rehearsal, the girls stay with the children of some other members. They have two girls, ages 16
and 9. They have made it their personal responsibility to teach our kids Hungarian. They even came
home last week with a vocabulary list. Fortunately their time together is also filled with much laughter
and games. This particular family has been a great blessing to us in many ways.

Ministry this past month has centered on various church presentations. While the bulk of the
actual speaking has fallen on my shoulders (which | gladly accept, seeking the language challenge)
Tammy has been my muse; talking over the themes with me, researching the lecture topics and
proofreading the pre-translated manuscripts. In the course of the month | have preached two sermons,
told my faith journey at an evening ecumenical gathering, spoken at two youth groups and been a
guest lecturer twice in seminary classes. | have spoken on everything from advent to faith and
science, from the US church situation to youth missions. We have actually marveled many times at
how willing and open people are to invite me into their faith communities to share what God is
teaching me. There seems to be less fear here than in the US that someone will say the “wrong” thing
in these settings.

(continued to page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

We held our final exam for the English class at the seminary this week, at which each student
was to present a ten-minute talk in English on a topic of their choice. They did amazing well. Their
topics covered missions to the Roma (gypsy) people, the situation of the church in Serbia
Montenegro, the life of a pastor in Hungary (both village and town pastors) and youth missions. We
will begin another course in February. These students have encouraged us in our own faith in so
many ways. What a privilege to be together with them.

Last week we were invited to and privileged to attend a class presentation on deacons’
ministry given by sixth (and final) year students at the seminary. They had two hours in which to
create a presentation that answered the question “What is deaconate work?” Their presentation was
excellent, done in PowerPoint in which they addressed the theoretical definition and challenges to
deaconate work. Since their presentation was primarily theoretical, the professor asked them to give
some specific examples of deacon-type ministry. Surprisingly to us, they really struggled to come up
with examples. The professor then turned to us and asked if we had any examples from our church
experience. We had loads of examples from observing our Deacons at Community Presbyterian
Church. We could affirm that there is great energy there and that many people come forth with
resources for deacon ministries. Lay ministry is very rare among churches here. Most service is
limited to and centered around what the pastor can do, particularly in the village churches. Upon later
reflection and discussion with our Hungarian friends we learned that among the 40-year-olds and up
there is still significant distrust among people. The 50 years of Communism bred distrust even within
the church communities as various members of every community were co-opted or forced to inform
on the others. The result of this is that some communities fear one another on a deep, gut level and
do not want people knowing their needs. This will change. In the meantime, it was nice for us to be
able to give so many concrete examples from our CPC Deacons. Deacons, thank you for your
witness.

Plans are in the works for the mission tour this summer. Tammy continues to seek out a place
for a more vigorous short-term mission opportunity. Please pray for this. The calendar year is winding
down. However, our opportunities are increasing and we haven’t even started the new season of
service here at the Retreat Center. Stay tuned for more exciting news. Thank you for your continued
prayers, financial support and encouragement.

Christmas Joy and Peace,
The Auses

Prayer requests: Please pray for the girls’ language learning, increased use of the Retreat Center,
and for plans for the mission tour from CPC.

Schwenck Art

You have a chance to win an original oil-on-canvas painting
of the church by Bob Schwenck. The piece, used for our church
photo directory, will be raffled and the proceeds used as directed by
the Mission Committee. Watch for details in future Chimes.
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Article on Serena Sullivan

Honey and Paul Cassady received a copy of an article from the Longview Daily News featuring our
own Serena Sullivan in an article entitled Women of Faith.

The Rev. Serena Sullivan

The first Thursday evening of each month is a time for peaceful
contemplation at Longview Presbyterian Church.

The songs are simple and repetitive, almost chantlike. Like well-
known hymns and prayers, they are easily committed to memory.

“It becomes music of the heart,” said the Rev. Serena Sullivan, 64.

There are moments for silent reflection and the lighting of candles
that are symbolic of prayers. Sullivan will lay hands on those who wish. “I'll
ask them if they'd like to be anointed with oil on their behalf or as a
surrogate for someone,” she said.

The monthly service, modeled after those at the Taize Ecumenical
Community of southern France, may be a time of quiet, but Sullivan is a
bundle of activity.

“My gifts are high energy and lots of enthusiasm,” she said. “I'm an
optimist and God gave me health.”

God also gave her several careers before she became a minister.

“It's a second calling to put it kindly,” she said.

A native of lowa, Sullivan grew up going first to a Congregational
Church, then to an Evangelical Free Church and finally a Methodist
congregation.

As an adult, she worked in public relations and advertising and owned restaurants with her ex-husband
in Los Angeles.

When Sullivan got divorced 20 years ago, she hadn’'t been attending a church, she said. “I went
shopping and ended up with a Presbyterian church. The theology of the Presbyterian church is me.”

She became and elder in a Presbyterian church in Los Angeles—and ended up working in five different
churches there.

Church members encouraged her to become a minister herself—and helped make it happen. “I couldn’t
get out of it. | didn’t pay a dime of tuition.”

Sullivan attended a Los Angeles branch of the San Francisco theological Seminary, completing what is
normally a three-year program in six years, attending classes part-time.

After being ordained in 2001, she spent a year as an associate pastor in Claremont, Calif.

“Then Michigan found me,” she said. Specifically, a church in Cassopolis, Mich., which she called a
“teeny little village.”

Thought the congregation is a similar size to the Longview one, “It's exactly opposite in many ways,”
Sullivan said. For one thing, it was founded in 1842—130 years earlier than Longview Presbyterian, where she
is the fourth full-time minister.

Sullivan said Longview church, where she arrived a year ago, seemed like a good match for her.“They
wanted to be involved in the community. They said they wanted to be inclusive, and that meant to gays and
lesbians.

“Theologically, I'm fine with saying it,” she said.

The church hasn't publicized its outreach to gays and lesbians, however. “We’re not taking it on as a
cause,” Sullivan said.

The church is going through a process of identifying core values. “It's part of our efforts to discern God's
call for our future ministry,” she said.

She hopes that includes more people in the congregation. “We don't have young families,” she said.

The Taize service was suggeste3d by a church member and Sullivan endorsed it. The church has also
added contemporary praise services geared to young people on tow Thursdays evenings a month.

The Pacific Northwest may have the lowest church attendance of the country, but Sullivan finds that
“people are very hungry spiritually. The church has its work to do to be relevant

“The main thing | want to do is provide spiritual health to the community.”
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Letter From Kyle Gott

Received from Kyle the end of November:
Dear Community Presbyterian Church,

Greetings from Tennessee! Thought | have not met Rev. Murray, |
am confident that CPC continues to bless your community as it has my
family and me. | want to thank the congregation and the “Penny Fund
Committee” for the wonderful gift to me for support for my studies.

Vanderbilt is a challenging and wonderful place, and | believe | am
really growing as a father, husband and pastor through my studies there.

Thank you for helping to make it possible!

Lydia is doing wonderful! While spending a lot of time running our
children around, she continues to write and record music. Nathan is nine
and loves school and drawing—he is really big, fast and strong for his age. | think he is built for
football—Lydia knows that’s not true! Ellie is sharp as a tack and is a social butterfly—flitting here and
there and everywhere. Little Nora is now 10-1/2 months old and gives us all so much to smile and
laugh about! She is crawling a bit and forming her words well.

As for me, | write from my church office where | serve as “Temporary Supply Pastor.” But it
does not feel temporary. The church was built in 1910 but traces its roots to 1865. We are beginning
a building project as we add a two-story educational wing—if Presbytery approves. Being here is
such a blessing! I've dealt with a lot this first year—several people have died. The congregation is
growing, though (We average about eighty to ninety, up from forth-five) and there are a lot of young
families coming too. It is a really special place. Please pray for me as | serve and lead.

I know | have not been able to see or be with you for a long time, but your presence in our
lives is still felt with power and affection. | will continue to remember the wonderful blessing that is
CPC.

Grace & Peace,

Kyle Gott

STEWARDSHI P UPDATE by Frances Bucklin, Stewardship

These are the receipts and budget comparisons as of November 30, 2005:

General Fund

Budget yearly Budget yr-to-date Income
Pledged $ 320,000 $ 298,333 $ 275,087
Unpledged 32,000 29,333 34,832
Freewill 6,000 5,500 5,731
Total $ 358,000 $ 228,166 $ 315,650

Thank you all for your generous support.
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DOXOLOGY: A JOYFUL EXPRESSION OF GRATITUDE TO GOD
Elder Gregory Reid

Someone once asked, "What is your favorite
part of the worship service: the music, the prayers, the
lesson for young Christians, Baptism, Holy
Communion, or the sermon?" | don’t think it's any
secret that | enjoy hearing a good sermon. | also enjoy
the invitation to Christian discipleship, welcoming
people into the church. Prayer, of course, is very
important to me. Sharing Holy Communion is inspiring.
Sometimes our music moves me to tears. It's a very
difficult question to answer because | find all aspects of
worship meaningful. One cynical church member told
me that what he liked most about worship was the
benediction—and the sooner the better!

If forced to choose, my choice would probably be the presentation of offerings and doxology, when
our gifts are offered to God and placed on the altar and we join in singing, "Praise God from whom all
blessings flow."

Why offering and doxology? | realize all too well how much money means in our society and for us to
give it for the work of Christ through the church represents a real act of faith. But it isn’t just about
cash. 1 don't believe that people can buy their way into the kingdom. There’s a real difference
between giving resentfully, or giving as obligation, and giving gratefully.

That’s why doxology is important. Doxology literally means "a word of praise." Doxology is a word of
praise to God in response to what God has done and is doing for us. The presentation of offering with
doxology is a grateful response in deed and in word. So, for me, the presentation of offerings with
doxology is a joyful expression of gratitude to God.

Worship is about many things and includes many important elements, but gratitude expresses the
nature of worship best for me. | am convinced that genuine gratitude is the clearest indication of the
real presence of God in your life and, hence, your salvation.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen.
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A Little Humor

Jerry Elliott told us this one...

At an Easter mass, at which some young ladies were to take their final vows
to become nuns, the presiding bishop noticed two rabbis enter the church just
before the mass began.

They were seated at the back of the sanctuary and insisted on sitting on the
right side of the center aisle. The bishop wondered why they had come but
didn't have time to inquire before the mass began. When it came time for
some announcements, his curiosity got the best of him. He announced that
he was delighted to see two rabbis in their midst at the mass but was curious
as to why they were present at this occasion where the young ladies were to

E®

>
5

become the "Brides of Christ."

The eldest of the rabbis slowly rose to his feet and explained, "Family of the Groom."
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What Your Child is Leaning in the Month of November:

** Keep in mind “Walk with Me..” Curriculum has sequential Bible stories **

Pre K. —Kindergarten: Samuel Listens
David and Goliath
Elisha and the Widow's Oil
Elisha and Naaman
Jonah and Big Fish

**1% through 5'" Grades are on a 2-year sequential Bible story cycle**
1% & 2™ Grade: Finish up Unit 3: Jesus Can Do Powerf ul Things
Start Unit 4: Jesus Can Make Us Well

34 _5'" Grade: Finish up Unit 3: Jesus Teaches Us How to Live
Start Unit 4: Jesus is the Son of God

Advent Family Gathering
Was a Time of Blessing and Being Blessed!

Many Thanks To:

*The Trant Family *Nancy Wermers:
Who lead t he candle- Registration
lighting ceremony *Cindy Tolles:
*Dan Gilson: leading Wreath Table
music *Cristy Maxey:
*Joanne Fraze: leading in Cookie Decorating
the kitchen *Kids Art Tables:
*Helpers in the kitchen: Marci Shindler
Chris Powers Heat her Wermers
Jennif er Powers Special Thanks To: Emily Donovan
Edit h Banning Nancy Powers for all the pizza and Lyn Reid and Lisa Jones for the soup
The Chimes January 2006
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Bible Bunch

(An activity for 1 —5'" Graders and their families)

January —May ‘06

Change is inthe air! We are now including 1** and 2™ Graders
and their families! We hope you all canjoin us inthe fun
activities we listed at the brainst or ming meeting which t ook
place September 25, 2005. Asinthe past 2 years, thereisa
host parent for each activity. The dates and other important
inf ormation for each event will be on a bulletininsert. Here
isthe list of events, but be aware that things may change.

Mont h Activity Host

January 22 | ce Skating Host: Jamie Loree
February 19 Ortega Hike Host: Rich Maxey
March 19 Dana Point Tidepools Host: Susan Grulkowski
April 30 Hor seback Riding Host: Laura Donovan
May 28 Car ol Rodriguez’s Hor se Ranch Host: Carol Rodriguez

I f it'swet or rainy: Movie @ the church, bowling, or out for pizza!
Anot her funidea: Fran Eagan’'s Cabin for an overnight during the summer!

I 'm looking forward to agreat time together!
Laura Donovan
Director of Children’s Ministry
Any questions? 493-1502, x29

Around CPC

In the next few months you may see some renovation of our facilities. Building and Grounds was
authorized by session for repairs including; carpeting in music room, youth director’s office and
hallway. Repair / replace vinyl floor in Fellowship Hall and restrooms and asphalt-paving of the
driveway and parking area.

Dedication

Don Seapy requested and the Session approved dedicating the “Name Tag Kiosk” in the hame of
Bruce Galbraith. Bruce was responsible for design and construction of this functional addition to the
narthex.
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