
The Chimes  July - August  2006 
  Page 1 

           THE CHIMES 

JULY - AUGUST 2006 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

CPC Travelers to Hungary and Austria 
 

 
Group photo taken at the Reformed Church Conference center in Hungary. The swing set donated by the CPC 2005 VBS. 
 
After enjoying a memorable time visiting with Bob and Tammy Ause in Hungary and Austria, our world 
travelers have returned. To read about the trip, visit the CPC website at www.sjcpres.com. There you will 
find a daily diary written by our Pastor Emeritus, Bob Schwenck, a translation of “A History of The 
Reformed Church in Hungary” by Bob Ause and Reflections on the Trip by Donna Beverly. Just click on 
the banner at the top of the home page where indicated, and you’ll get right to each article. 
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Session Repor t  Al J essen, Clerk of  Session 

 
 
Pastor Morgan and ten elders met for a 
Regular Meeting of Session, 
rescheduled from May 16 to May 23 to 
accommodate the Pastor’s vacation. 
Elders were reminded of a Session 
Retreat being held at the Pastor’s 
home on the afternoon of June 4.  
 
At the May 23 Session meeting, Pastor Morgan reported on his activities over the past month, both inside 
and outside the congregation. Elder Bucklin presented a monthly review of congregational giving. Elder 
Reid presented a monthly CPC Financial Statement indicating that five-month year-to-date income was 
greater than corresponding expenses. Issues between CPC and Ocean Hills Community Church over 
encroachment by a new playground, and between CPC and Orange County Head Start over renewal of 
the lease for use of CPC property for their program are being resolved amicably. The new server in the 
church office is connected to the network, programmed and operating. It provides improved file storage, 
service and security for email and Internet access to all eight computers connected to the church network. 
 
Session voted to approve Christopher Beck and Carl Rodriguez to help in Children’s and Youth Ministry 
programs, respectively. Session approved a Preschool fundraiser in November and a Parenting 
Workshop for Preschool and Church parents by Dr. Ann Corwin in October. Session voted to call a 
Congregational Meeting on June 11, between worship services, for the purpose of voting on a revision to 
the Pastor’s Call. Session voted to approve conversion of five regular parking spaces on the south side of 
the driveway, closest to Del Obispo, to be reserved on Sundays for “special needs” persons who cannot 
climb steps leading to and from the sanctuary.  
 
The Clerk reported that there are 239 active members and 23 inactive members. Communion was served 
to 189 persons on Sunday, June 4.  

 
At the June 4 Session Retreat, seven members of the Re-Focusing Team and 
their leader, Paul Larson, reviewed results of their May 5 & 6 retreat with seven 
members of Session and discussed their purpose and plans. The Team 
requested that Session clear the church calendar for and fully participate in the 
September, October and November summits plus the January or February 
retreat for Session and Deacons (and their spouses). 
 

 
Upcoming Events 
July 4th  -  Forth of July, Independence Day  
July 15th  - Open House “Wedding Celebration” at the Larson’s (see page 5) 
July 16th  –  Support our Troops Sunday (see page 4) 
July 22nd  - Habitat for Humanity Opportunity (see page 7) 
July 22nd  - CPC Ice Cream Social (see page 7) 
August  - Look for flyers on the return of the Ause family and other events 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
As we look to our future as a church family at Community Presbyterian Church of San Juan Capistrano, 
we do so with caring hearts about our personal needs, our church family needs, and our community 
needs. As we seek to understand those needs, we also seek to understand the gifts that God has 
blessed us with, and to understand how He would guide us to use those gifts and talents. This is a 
struggle that often leaves us challenged and uncertain. Therein lies the need to periodically “Re-Focus” 
our thoughts and renew our search for His guidance. 
 
Many of our church family began this process with the “Focused Living Retreat,” which focused on our 
personal gifts and vision. This fall, we will begin a “Re-Focusing Journey” as a church family. This 
process will include every member of the congregation as we begin to understand how our church family 
can best use our gifts and talents to serve God’s plan. One of the most important concepts to understand 
is that the renewal of the church doesn’t begin with the church itself; it begins with the people. 
God’s people. Our church family. 
 
Re-Focusing is a journey of discovery, a quest really, to discover God’s unique calling for our church in 
the current day and community in which we live. This process is not a scheme for guiding our church to a 
pre-determined destination. Rather, it is literally an opportunity to come together and hear from God in a 
fresh way, and then move into alignment with His purposes and calling. All over North America, church 
families like ours have discovered that this process of re-focusing can restore hope, clarity, and courage 
to their ministry. That is our goal.  
 
This process will be led by a team of people who have been through a training process to prepare them 
to successfully facilitate our re-focusing journey. That team is comprised of the following people: 

Paul Larson, Facilitator   Frances Bucklin 
Cindy Tolles, Administrator   Jim Forquer 
Bernie Schwenck, Prayer Coordinator Dale McLeod 
Kurt Pederson, Communications  De Trenbeath 
Terri Treemarcki-Beck 

 
This journey will begin in the fall with three very important Leadership Summit meetings that will occur on 
the following dates: 

Saturday September 9th  (Summit I: Assessment) 
Saturday October 14th   (Summit II: Discovery) 
Saturday November 18th  (Summit III: Implementation) 

The participation of every member of our church family is extremely important to the success of this 
process and therefore, we are asking everyone to mark your calendars now to reserve those dates to 
participate with us.  
 
These meetings are so important to our future as a church family 
that we are asking the Session to keep the church calendar as clear 
as possible during those months to avoid time demands and to 
ensure that everyone can participate.  
 
More information will follow in the months to come as we help you 
prepare for these important meetings. Your Re-Focusing Team of 
facilitators is looking forward with excitement to your welcomed 
support, participation and commitment to this process as we 
discovery God’s plan for our ministries. 
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The latest issue of DAV Newsletter called attention to our service members’ need for some of the basic 
essentials not found in Iraq and Afghanistan. In response to this request, the DAVA (Disabled American 
Veterans Auxiliary) adopted the “Support Our Troops” program. The Chaplains overseas have compiled a 
list of items requested and have also asked for bright colors since everything in the hospital is white. 
 
Donations will be delivered to the DAV Auxiliary, Department of California representative in West Covina. 
A designated woman will receive, inventory, ship and report to the Chaplains in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 

·  Ditty Bags – Service members in hospitals in Iraq an Afghanistan are in dire need of these. Make 
them approx 12 by 12 inches, using lightweight fabric, bright colors, with single drawstring, easy 
to manage. 

·  Lap Robes – made of easy-to-wash fabric, bright colors, reversible, approx. 30 by 40 inches 
·  Socks – white cotton tube socks. Service members are unable to purchase socks, and this need 

is great since their feet sweat a lot, causing blisters and other infections 
·  Foot powder – to help keep feet dry 
·  Foot lotions –medicated ones are great, but not too flowery smelling 
·  Personal items – disposable shavers, soap, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand wipes, lip-

gloss, hand lotions, shampoo, Q-tips, eye drops, ChapStick. (Please remember that all items 
should be in containers that are easy to ship and will not break – NO glass!) Any hotel samples 
should be new – soap disintegrates after a period of time. 

·  Pillow cases – standard size, bright colors. 
·  No cigarettes, alcohol, political or religious materials. 
 
·  The need f or  monet ar y assist ance f or  shipping is also a way of  helping men and women in 

I r aq and Af ghanist an. Checks should be made out  t o PW, wit h “Suppor t  our  Tr oops” in t he 
memo line. 

 
Your donations can be brought to church Sunday, July 16, 2006. There will be boxes either in the narthex 

or on the patio. This will be the only designated Sunday (so far). 
 

If you have questions, call or email Marilyn Johnson at  
949.498.2231  MJ1626@aol.com 

 
Thanks to: 

o Martha Circle who made 32 pillowcases at their June meeting, provided fabric and a cash 
donation. 

o Lydia Circle who gave a cash donation at their June meeting and plan to make ditty bags. 
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