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           THE CHIMES 

NOVEMBER 2005 

Community Presbyterian Church, 32202 Del Obispo Street, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 
“ SERVING THE LORD SINCE 1919”  

(949) 493-1502           FAX (949) 493-4215           www.sjcpres.com           office@sjcpres.com 
 

Care and Share at Villa Del Obispo 
 

This ongoing ministry of our church serves our neighbors at Villa Del Obispo. Anne Larson and Kathy 
Whitley meet with the residents each Monday at 1:00 p.m. to sing  favorite hymns and hear their stories. 

 

 
 

Upcoming Event s and Act ivit ies  
Nov 1st  Called Meeting of Session, 7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 
Nov 3-5th  Country Christmas Craft Bazaar and Bake Sale (benefit for CP Preschool)  
Nov 4th 11:45 am – Church United Women World Community Day (see page 4) 
Nov 6th  Communion and Stewardship Sunday 
Nov 8th  General Election polling place, all day in Fellowship Hall (be sure to vote) 
Nov 12-14th  “Spirit & Truth” music & worship leadership training at Lake Arrowhead 
Nov 13th 1:00 pm – Family Assistance Ministries Hunger Walk (see page 3) 
Nov 15th Regular Meeting of Session, 7:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 
Nov 27th 5:00 pm – Advent Family Gathering (see page 9) 
Nov 28th Regular Meeting of Deacons, 7:00 pm in CE Room 
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Session Repor t    Al J essen, Clerk of  Session 
 
 Twelve elders were present for the October 18 Regular Meeting of Session which 
was moderated by Pastor Morgan. The Pastor’s Devotional was based on Deut 5:12-15, 
Leviticus 19:3, and Luke 18:18-23. Following discussion of the messages which elders 
got from these scripture passages and Never ‘Not Enough’, the theme for the 2006 
CPC Stewardship Campaign, the business part of the meeting was opened with prayers 
by two elders and Pastor Morgan. 
  
 The Clerk reported that church rolls include 253 active and 13 inactive members, 
no change from last month. Attendance for communion services on Sunday, October 2, 
was 205. Interest in the Inquirer’s Class on October 9 was high. Inquirers wanting to 
become new members were invited to petition Session in November.  
 
 Pastor Morgan reported on an Oct 12 meeting of a Task Force on Restructuring 
Session. The current structure of Session embraces 13 standing committees. This 
makes it difficult to insure continuity from year to year as new elders are elected to 
Session and replace outgoing elders. The Task Force recommendation was to decrease 
the number of Session standing committees to 6 or less. The ideal organization would 
have 4 standing committees, each with 3 elders. Thus only 12 elders would serve at one 
time and 4 new elders would be elected each year to the usual 3-year term. Under this 
arrangement, one newly elected elder would join each committee when one elder on that 
committee completes his/her 3-year term. The scope of responsibility for most 
committees would be increased. On this recommendation, Session voted to reorganize 
Session into 6 committees for 2006 and to present a motion at the Congregational 
Annual Meeting for approval to change the CPC By-Laws, reducing the number of elders 
to 14 for 2006. If the new plan works well in 2006, additional reductions in elders and 
committees for 2007 and 2008 can be expected. Session voted to schedule the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 22, 2006, following the second worship 
service and a potluck lunch in Fellowship Hall. Pastor Morgan proposed and Session 
voted to approve an All-Church Refocusing Retreat for Friday evening (6 - 9pm) and 
all day Saturday (9am - 5pm), in Fellowship Hall on February 3 & 4, 2006.  
 
 The Stewardship report to Session for nine months of this year showed that 
pledged contributions were $20,312 below budget, unpledged contributions were $3,897 
over budget, freewill contributions were $330 over budget and total contributions were 
$16,085 below budget. The month of September always yields the greatest amount in 
the red. The Financial Statement for September 30 shows that year-to-date income was 
$28,394 more than expenses. A worksheet for the 2006 budget was distributed and 
discussed. There is a serious gap between income and expenses in the 2006 budget 
worksheet. Session voted to hold a Called Meeting of Session on November 1 at 7:30 
pm to work on a balancing the budget worksheet for 2006, which ought to be approved 
at the November Regular Meeting of Session.  
 
 Session approved four motions regarding off-campus activities for Youth Groups.  
Session approved a motion calling for a Task Force to evaluate and revitalize CPC 
Youth Ministries Programs and to start planning for a permanent replacement for the 
Youth Center.  
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MOMENTS FROM MI SSI ON  
 
2004 Mission giving has included Deacons, Presbyterian Women, and Children's 
Ministries along with special offerings - One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, Peace 
Making and the Christmas Joy Offering . We also supported God's Hidden Treasures 
and the Sudan relief for a total of $61,400.00.  
  
The "Little Red Wagon" made many trips to Family Assistance 
Ministries with food and household items.  Forty bags of school 
supplies were also provided to San Juan Elementary School as 
well as uncounted Thanksgiving bags and Angel tree gifts. 
 
Our congregation has been very generous in providing for the 
disaster relief -Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, $8,156.00; Salvation Army, $700.00 
and many individual donations to the American Red Cross. 
 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance has already sent $50,000.00 to El Salvador for 
immediate needs of evacuees and communities affected by the devastating landslides, 
loss of bridges and other infrastructures and floods of Hurricane Stan. 
 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance will immediately aid the other countries affected when 
they get access to their affected populations.   
 
PDA is working with the global alliance "Action by Churches Together" (ACT) in 
providing immediate relief to earthquake survivors in Pakistan.  ACT member Church 
World Services Pakistan/Afghanistan (CWS-P/A) began immediately supplying food and 
setting up Health Camps.  PDA sent an initial $60,000.00 from One Great Hour of 
Sharing to Church World Services. 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
FAMILY ASSISTANCE MINISTRIES HUNGER 

WALK  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2005 

1:00 P.M. 
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   CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
 
Our church will host WORLD COMMUNITY DAY, one of the 3 yearly celebrations for 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED. 
 
DATE:  Friday, November 4th 
 
PLACE:  Our Fellowship Hall 
 
TIME:  11:45 for lunch, with the program 
following 
 
LUNCH DONATION:  $5.00 
 
THEME:  A Light for the Nations 
 
SPEAKER:  Nan Lee will tell of her experiences 
as a volunteer in Africa with Life Water 
International.  Her husband has gone three 
times to dig wells.  Nan has gone twice and 
teaches sanitation, etc.  She will also show 
pictures of the projects and the areas in which 
they worked. 
 
NO RESERVATIONS NECESSARY_____PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND 
 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHI P UPDATE   
by Frances Bucklin 

 
 These are the receipts and budget comparisons as of 

September 30, 2005: 
 

General Fund 
 

              Budget yearly   Budget yr-to-date   Income   Over/under 
Pledged      $ 320,000          $  240,000          $ 219,688     $    -20,312 
Unpledged            32,000                24,000              27,897              3,897 
Freewill                   6,000                 4,500                4,830                  330    
                          ________          _______         _______               ______ 
Total                 $ 358,000          $  268,500         $ 252,415      $    - 16,085 
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BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH  
Larry Strong, Outreach Committee 

 
If we are going to grow our membership, we need a simple plan and a 
vision so we can live out the Great Commission in a natural way. Here 
are some suggestions: 
 
INVEST 
Investing in people begins with a heart for them. We have to care, or 
the whole concept will collapse. When we are involved in our own 
activities, it’s sometimes hard to focus on people who are far from 
God. When our hearts and minds are on God, it is easier to focus on 
others, connect with them and let them know we care. This is the first 
step of investment and a tangible expression of God’s love through 
each of us.  
 
This is accomplished by building relationships with people who 
naturally fall within our circles. Neighbors, coworkers, friends from the 
gym, or fellow parents on the soccer field – these are people in our immediate sphere of 
influence, and each one presents an opportunity for to invest ourselves. Give our love, 
energy, compassion and resources and just be their friends.  
 
How are we doing? Who are we investing in?  
 
INVITE 
Now is the time to invite friends to our church. But don’t be discouraged if they say no. 
And don’t take it personally if they say yes and then don’t show up. Do not eliminate 
them as friends. We have to be very patient. It may take many months, and we might 
need to ask many times. We need to pray with passion that God will touch their hearts 
and they may eventually accept our invitation. Different people will come to Christ in 
different ways …some will respond to a public invitation in a worship service, others may 
commit to Christ in a Small Group or a Sunday School Class. Keep the options alive and 
invite!  
 
Who have you recently invited to our church? 
 
INCLUDE  
Follow-up is critical. Friendships help people connect, but an Inquirer’s Class introduces 
them to the Word on a deeper level.  
 
Invite, Invest & Include really works. We don’t need anything more complicated than this 
to unleash God’s power and capture a rich harvest! 
 
ACTION PLAN 
Invite new people to worship services as part of a special Bring A Friend to Church 
Campaign. The goal of the event is to introduce people in the community without a 
church home to the services and programs offered by Community Presbyterian Church 
of San Juan Capistrano. Learn the joy of inviting friends to church.     
 
Can we count on you to help the Outreach Committee in this effort? 
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